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1. Name of Property 

Historic name:  Cullen-Thompson Motor Company 

Other names/site number: N/A 

      Name of related multiple property listing: 

      The Architecture of Jules Jacques Benois Benedict in Colorado 

      (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Location  

Street & number: 1000 Broadway 

City or town: Denver State: Colorado County: Denver  

Not For Publication:   Vicinity:  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification   

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  

I hereby certify that this    X   nomination  ___ request for determination of eligibility meets 

the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 

Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  

In my opinion, the property  _X_  meets   ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I 

recommend that this property be considered significant at the following  

level(s) of significance:      

 ___national                  ___statewide           _X_local  

  Applicable National Register Criteria:  

___A             ___B           _X_C           ___D         

 

 

    

Signature of certifying official/Title:    Date 

______________________________________________ 

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

 

N/A N/A
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In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register 

criteria.   

     

Signature of commenting official:    Date 

 

Title :                                     State or Federal agency/bureau 

                                                                                         or Tribal Government  

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. National Park Service Certification  

 I hereby certify that this property is:  

       entered in the National Register  

       determined eligible for the National Register  

       determined not eligible for the National Register  

       removed from the National Register  

       other (explain:)  _____________________                                                                                    

 

                     

______________________________________________________________________   

Signature of the Keeper   Date of Action 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Classification 

 Ownership of Property 

 (Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Private:  

 

 Public ï Local 

 

 Public ï State  

 

 Public ï Federal  

 

 

 Category of Property 

 (Check only one box.) 

 

 Building(s) 

 

 District  

 

x 

 

  

 

  

 

  

x
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 Site 

 

 Structure  

 

 Object  

 

 

 Number of Resources within Property 

 (Do not include previously listed resources in the count)              

Contributing   Noncontributing 

______1_______   _____________  buildings 

 

_____________   _____________  sites 

 

_____________   _____________  structures  

 

_____________   _____________  objects 

 

______1_______   _______0_______  Total 

 

 

 Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register ____0_____ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Function or Use  

Historic Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 COMMERCE/TRADE: specialty store (auto showroom)/warehouse (automobiles) 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 

Current Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 VACANT/NOT IN USE 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Description  

 

 Architectural Classification  

 (Enter categories from instructions.) 

 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS: Late Gothic Revival 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 

 

Materials:  (enter categories from instructions.) 

Principal exterior materials of the property: 

Roof: SYNTHETICS: Rubber 

Walls: TERRA COTTA with STONE: Granite; BRICK; CONCRETE 

Foundation: CONCRETE 
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Narrative Description 

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe 

contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 

briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 

method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 

historic integrity.)   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Summary 

 

The Cullen-Thompson Motor Company building is located at 1000 Broadway in Denver, Denver 

County, Colorado. Completed in 1926, it is a purpose-built auto showroom and dealership 

designed by Denver-based architect Jules Jacques Benois Benedict. It is Gothic Revival in style 

and features elaborate terra cotta cladding and stained and leaded glass windows. The building 

consists of two internally connected halves, with the west (front) half containing three stories and 

the east (rear) half containing four stories; each half has a flat roof. The upper stories of each half 

are offset by half a story, designed to accommodate a central ramp system to facilitate the 

movement of automobiles throughout the building. Major character-defining features include 

terra cotta cladding with Gothic Revival detailing, large storefront display windows, stained and 

leaded glass windows, a large customer-facing salesroom, open warehousing space, and offset 

floorplates with a central ramp system. 

 

The Cullen-Thompson Motor Company building is significant at the local level under Criterion 

C in the area of Architecture under the Multiple Property Documentation Form (MPDF) ñThe 

Architecture of Jules Jacques Benois Benedict in Colorado.ò It meets all registration 

requirements of the MPDF as a commercial building type.1 The building is also significant under 

Criterion C in the area of Architecture as an excellent local example of a 1920s auto showroom 

and dealership. With limited alterations since its original construction, it retains integrity to 

convey its significance. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Setting and Site 

The Cullen-Thompson Motor Company building (hereafter called ñthe Cullen-Thompson 

buildingò) occupies the parcel at the northeast corner of Broadway and East 10th Avenue at 1000 

Broadway in the Capitol Hill neighborhood of Denver, Denver County, Colorado (see Figures 1-

3). The building sits along the Broadway commercial corridor, which contains a variety of 

commercial, mixed-use commercial and residential, and civic buildings largely ranging in date 

from the early twentieth century to the present day, with surface parking lots interspersed 

throughout. The Colorado State Capitol Building and Civic Center Park are four blocks to the 

north. 

 

                                                           
1 R. Laurie Simmons and Thomas H. Simmons, ñThe Architecture of Jules Jacques Benois Benedict in 

Colorado,ò National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Documentation Form (National Park Service, 

2005), F57-58. 
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The Cullen-Thompson buildingôs primary (west) elevation faces Broadway, which borders the 

parcel to the west, while East 10th Avenue borders the parcel to the south. An unnamed alley 

borders the parcel to the east. A single-story, mid-twentieth-century office building occupies the 

parcel across the alley to the east. A fourteen-story, mixed-use commercial and residential 

building is under construction on the parcel to the north with a separation of approximately ten 

feet from the Cullen-Thompson buildingôs north elevation. A 1991 gas station occupies the 

northwest corner of Broadway and East 10th Avenue, while surface parking lots cover the 

parcels at the southeast and southwest corners. 

 

The Cullen-Thompson building fills its parcel footprint. The buildingôs primary (west) elevation 

abuts a wide sidewalk that extends along Broadway, while its south elevation abuts a wide 

sidewalk that extends along East 10th Avenue. The east elevation abuts the unnamed alley, and 

the north elevation abuts the property line. A curb cut on Broadway historically led to a garage 

door near the north end of the west elevation; the curb cut is extant, but the driveway is now 

level with the sidewalk. A historic curb cut and driveway lead from East 10th Avenue to a garage 

door at the east end of the south elevation. City infrastructure, including contemporary 

streetlamps, a utility pole, parking meters, and road signage, extends along Broadway and East 

10th Avenue. 

 

The topography of the parcel slopes up from west to east. 

 

Exterior  

 

Form 

The Cullen-Thompson building was completed in 1926 as a purpose-built auto showroom and 

dealership. The building has a rectangular plan with a reinforced concrete frame and consists of 

two internally connected halves, with the west (front) half containing three stories and the east 

(rear) half containing four stories. The upper stories of each half are offset by half a story, 

designed to accommodate a central ramp system to facilitate the movement of automobiles 

throughout the building. The first story extends below grade as the topography slopes up from 

west to east, and a small, below-grade basement is also at the northeast corner of the building. 

 

The building is Gothic Revival in style and features elaborate white glazed terra cotta cladding 

with granite accents on the west (primary) elevation, the west half of the south elevation, and the 

westernmost bay of the north elevation. Painted brick clads the east half of the south elevation. 

The majority of the east (rear) elevation and north elevation east of the westernmost terra cotta-

clad bay are exposed concrete. The upper half of the fourth story on the north elevation is likely 

nonoriginal red brick, and the upper half of the fourth story on the east elevation is nonoriginal 

CMU. Portions of the east and north elevations are painted. 

 

Roof 

Each half of the building has a flat roof covered with rubber membrane. The west (front) half of 

the roof has parapet walls with Gothic Revival-style finials along the west (front), south, and the 

westernmost bay of the north elevations. Remnants of a nonoriginal chainlink fence extend 
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behind the parapet walls. The east half of the building rises half a story taller than the west half, 

with a painted CMU west elevation. A brick exhaust chimney rises from the northeast corner of 

the east half. 

 

West (Primary) Elevation (Photos 1-4) 

Six bays organize the west elevation. On the first story, each bay contains a wide, arched 

storefront opening. Each opening retains original stained glass transom windows that feature a 

stylized depiction of the winged Chrysler Corporation logo (see Photo 10). Nonoriginal 

aluminum-frame exterior storm windows cover each transom. From north to south, bays 1, 3, 4, 

and 6 contain nonoriginal aluminum-frame storefront display windows below the original 

transoms. 

 

Bay 2 historically contained a vehicular entrance to the interior showroom with a central garage 

door, flanking sidelights separated by terra cotta mullions, and a tripartite transom window with 

terra cotta mullions (see Figures 8, 11, & 12). The current configuration, dating to the 1970s, 

retains the original transom and all original terra cotta mullions, with nonoriginal aluminum-

frame storefront windows filling the garage and sidelight openings. A nonoriginal granite 

bulkhead mimicking the adjacent historic bulkheads extends across the historic garage opening. 

 

Bay 5 contains the historic and current primary pedestrian entrance to the interior salesroom. 

Historically, this entrance consisted of a single-leaf door with flanking display windows 

separated by terra cotta mullions, topped with an arched tripartite transom window with terra 

cotta mullions (see Figures 8, 11, & 12). The current configuration, dating to the 1970s, retains 

the original transom with mullions. The lower mullions are no longer extant and a nonoriginal 

aluminum-frame storefront system with two recessed doors and flanking sidelights fills the lower 

opening. 

 

On both the second and third stories, each bay contains a grouping of three window openings. 

Historically, wood-frame, leaded glass windows filled these openings. Second-story windows 

were single-sash windows operable on a central vertical pivot (see open second-story window in 

Figure 12), while third-story windows were single-sash vertical pivot windows below hopper 

sash transoms. Currently, the middle window openings in each bay contain nonoriginal, 

aluminum-frame, single-lite windows. The remaining historic windows are rebuilt or reworked. 

Original leaded glazing sits in nonoriginal wood frames, which vary slightly from one another in 

profile, configuration, and operability. Some lites are painted or replacements in a different 

colored glass. Nonoriginal aluminum-frame exterior storm windows cover each opening with a 

leaded-glass window. In addition to the middle windows in each bay, the northern second-story 

leaded-glass window in bay 3 is no longer extant, leaving only the exterior storm within the 

opening. 

 

The west elevation features elaborate Gothic Revival style elements, articulated in glazed white 

terra cotta with granite details. A low granite water table and granite storefront bulkheads extend 

along the base. Ogee arches crown each first-story storefront opening, extending up in front of 

second-story spandrels and culminating in finials that extend in front of second-story window 
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openings. (see Photo 4). A decorative string course separates the first and second stories, 

spandrels with granite-filled quatrefoils ground second and third story window openings, and 

granite-filled tracery arches cap third-story window openings. Pendant posts extend up from the 

spring line of each first-story storefront opening, with ornamental corbels at the imposts, leading 

to double-story pilasters that articulate each bay at the second and third stories, and finally 

culminating in elaborate finials that extend above the parapet line. Finialed double-story pilasters 

also flank each window opening on the second and third stories. The parapets in bays 1 and 6 

extend above those in bays 2-5, creating the appearance of corner towers. 

 

South Elevation, West Half (Photos 3 & 5) 

Three bays organize the west half of the south elevation, which mirrors the configuration and 

detail of the west elevation. On the first story, each bay contains a wide, arched storefront 

opening. From west to east, bays 1 and 2 have original stained glass transom windows with 

nonoriginal aluminum-frame exterior storm windows, as well as nonoriginal aluminum-frame 

storefront display windows. Storefront display windows in bay 2 have opaque glazing. Some 

storefront display window lites are missing in bays 1 and 2 and plywood fills the openings. 

Nonoriginal aluminum-frame transom storm windows in bay 3 have opaque glazing and the 

corresponding interior wall is furred; it is unknown if the original stained glass transom is extant. 

Bay 3 also has nonoriginal aluminum-frame storefront display windows with opaque glazing and 

a nonoriginal metal slab pedestrian door. 

 

On both the second and third stories, each bay contains a grouping of three window openings, 

matching the configuration of the west elevation. Like the west elevation, the middle window 

openings in each bay contain nonoriginal, aluminum-frame, single-lite windows, and the 

remaining historic leaded glass windows are rebuilt or reworked and have nonoriginal 

aluminum-frame exterior storm windows. The middle second-story opening in bay 3 contains a 

shorter nonoriginal window below a louvered vent. In addition to the middle windows in each 

bay, the western second-story leaded-glass window in bay 2 is no longer extant, leaving only the 

exterior storm within the opening.  

 

Gothic Revival style elements continue across the west half of the south elevation, matching 

those on the west elevation. The parapet in bay 1 extends above those in bays 2-3, creating the 

appearance of a corner tower. 

 

South Elevation, East Half (Photos 3 & 5) 

The east half of the south elevation is much less formal than the west half. It retains its original 

fenestration pattern with all original window and door openings, but there is not a strong 

articulation of formal bays or a strong relationship of openings between stories. Roughly ten 

bays organize the east half. From west to east, the first story has small, nonoriginal, aluminum-

frame, single-lite windows in bays 1-4 and two stacked nonoriginal, aluminum-frame, single-lite 

windows in bay 5. Bays 5-6 are blank. On the second story, a hooded vent fills the opening in 

bay 1. Bays 2, 3, and 5 have nonoriginal, aluminum-frame, single-lite windows. Bays 4 and 6 are 

blank. Another vent fills the opening in bay 7. Due to the slope of the site, the first story extends 

below grade, and fenestration in bays 8-10 sit between the first and second stories. Original 
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concrete steps lead to a nonoriginal metal slab door in bay 8, and a garage door opening with a 

nonoriginal paneled rolltop door extends across bays 9-10. Both doors in bays 8-10 open to an 

interior ramp that leads to the second story. 

 

On the third story, each bay has a nonoriginal, aluminum-frame, single-lite window; the opening 

in bay 10 has a shorter nonoriginal window below a metal panel. The fourth story has seven 

nonoriginal, aluminum-frame, single-lite windows; they are evenly spaced along the elevation, 

but they do not all align with the bays that roughly organize the first through third stories. 

 

The east half of the south elevation is restrained and nearly devoid of ornament. A narrow terra 

cotta cornice extends along the parapet, and a terra cotta or stone string course extends below the 

fourth-story windows. All window openings have brick or terra cotta windowsills; a single 

windowsill connects the window openings in bays 2-3 on the first story and bays 1-3 on the 

second and third stories. All masonry except the terra cotta cornice is painted. 

 

East (Rear) Elevation (Photos 5-6) 

Six bays organize the east elevation. The buildingôs first story is below grade at the east 

elevation, and the fourth story has no fenestration on the east elevation. On the second and third 

stories, each bay has a wide window opening, each containing an original set of four ganged, 

multi-lite, steel-frame windows. The middle windows in each set have operable sashes. Painted 

plywood covers the second-story windows on the exterior, but all appear to be extant. Second- 

and third-story windows, including glazing, are painted on the interior. From south to north, 

second-story windows in bays 3-4 have been modified with nonoriginal vents and conduit, and a 

nonoriginal utility box hangs between the second and third stories between bays 3-4. The 

second-story window and window opening in bay 6 has been modified to accommodate a 

nonoriginal pedestrian door. 

 

The east elevation is devoid of ornament aside from cast stone windowsills at each window 

opening. 

 

North Elevation (Photo 1) 

Six bays organize the north elevation. From west to east, the first story of bay 1 originally 

abutted an adjacent one-story building (see Figure 12); the historic abutting building is no longer 

extant and the current building to the north does not directly abut the Cullen-Thompson building, 

leaving the first-story elevation exposed. Painted brick and parged concrete currently clads this 

area, and a nonoriginal pedestrian opening with a double-leaf slab door leads to the first-story 

interior. 

 

The second and third stories of bay 1 mirror the configuration and ornament of the west 

(primary) elevation. On both the second and third stories, bay 1 contains a grouping of three 

window openings, matching the configuration of the west elevation. The eastern third-story 

leaded glass window is no longer extant, leaving an opening boarded with plywood. Plywood 

covers all other windows on the exterior, and the corresponding interior walls on the second and 

third stories are furred, but all other leaded glass windows appear to be extant although rebuilt or 
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reworked. Gothic Revival style elements continue across the second and third stories of bay 1, 

matching those on the west elevation. Some elements are missing, including part of the western 

pilaster, elements above the third story windows, and the eastern pilaster finial. The parapet in 

bay 1 extends above those in bays 2-3, creating the appearance of a corner tower. 

 

The first story has no fenestration in bays 2-6. On the second and third stories, bays 2-6 each 

have a wide window opening. Bay 4 on the second story and bays 3 and 5 on the third story 

appear to retain original ganged, multi-lite, steel-frame windows, matching those on the east 

(rear) elevation. Windows in all other bays do not appear to be extant. Plywood and/or tyvek 

wrap covers second-story window openings in bays 2-5 and third-story window openings in bays 

2 and 4-5. CMU infills second- and third-story window openings in bay 6. Many of these 

corresponding interior walls are furred. The fourth story has seven window openings; they are 

evenly spaced along bays 4-6. CMU infills all of these openings and the corresponding interior 

walls are furred. 

 

Bays 2-6 on the north elevation are devoid of ornament aside from cast stone windowsills at the 

fourth-story window openings. 

 

Interior  

 

The first story of the west (front) half (Photos 7-10) historically housed the customer-facing 

salesroom and offices. An east-west partition wall originally divided this area into two main 

spaces (see Figures 5-6); this wall was removed at an unknown date. A nonoriginal, square-

shaped airlock vestibule extends into the space from the primary entrance near the south end. A 

mezzanine level extends across the east (rear) portion of the west half, spanning from the south 

elevation to the location of the former east-west partition. A grand, T-shaped, cast stone and 

terrazzo stair near the south end provides access to the mezzanine level. The mezzanine contains 

largely nonoriginal partitioning, and the original partition between the staircase and the east half 

of the first story was removed at an unknown date (see Figure 9). Original partitioning beneath 

the mezzanine that once separated the east and west halves of the first story was also removed at 

an unknown date. 

 

As the customer-facing salesroom, the west half of the front story is the most ornate space in the 

building. Originally, ceilings and walls were richly painted and decorated (see Figures 9-10). 

They were painted a solid white at an unknown date, and nonoriginal furring covers portions of 

the north and south elevations. Historic ceramic tile covers the floors with nonoriginal carpet in 

the airlock vestibule. The space retains large, ornate historic chandeliers. 

 

Historic plaster remains on the groin vault above the stairs leading to the mezzanine; this area 

has decorative paint, but it appears nonoriginal. The stair and mezzanine retain cast stone railings 

and balustrades with some nonoriginal secondary railings. Within the mezzanine, nonhistoric 

dropped ACT covers concrete ceilings and nonhistoric hardwood and carpet covers concrete 

floors. Some leaded glass doors are embedded into nonhistoric partitioning; these may be 

portions of the doors within the former first-story east-west wall (see Figure 10). 
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The remainder of the building, including the first story of the east (rear) half and the upper 

stories of both halves, were historically more utilitarian. The first story of the east half housed a 

used-car department, while the second story accommodated an auto repair shop, accessible 

directly from East 10th Street through a garage opening at the east end of the south elevation (see 

Figure 6). The upper stories, as well as the roof of the west half, were used as automobile 

warehousing.2 

 

These areas largely retain their original expansive, open configurations. Some areas have 

nonoriginal partitioning, primarily along the perimeter of the first story of the west half and on 

the fourth story (Photo 18), which currently contains individual rooms arranged along double-

loaded corridors. The second story (Photos 11-13) and third story (Photos 14-18) of both halves 

remain predominately open. 

 

Finishes within the first story of the east half and the upper stories of both halves were originally 

industrial and utilitarian in character. Historic finishes include exposed concrete ceilings, 

exposed brick and concrete walls, and concrete floors. Ceilings and walls are painted, and 

nonoriginal furring covers portions of the perimeter walls. Painted drywall, painted horizontal 

wood planks, and wood paneling covers nonhistoric partitioning. Nonhistoric hardwood and 

carpet covers the concrete floors in some areas. 

 

The central ramp system, consisting of concrete ramps with low concrete cheek walls that 

connect each story, is one of the primary character-defining features throughout the building. It 

remains the only circulation path connecting all main stories of the building. Nonhistoric metal 

railings currently sit atop the cheek walls, and nonhistoric wood and metal railings fill gaps 

surrounding the ramps between the two halves. 

 

A concrete staircase leads to the small basement at the northeast corner of the building, which 

has concrete ceilings, walls, and floors, as well as some nonoriginal plywood and wire 

partitioning. 

 

Alterations 

 

Overall, the Cullen-Thompson building has experienced relatively few alterations. Alterations 

that have occurred are typical of historic buildings that have changed to accommodate different 

uses over time. 

 

Exterior alterations include replacement storefront display windows; the replacement of some 

leaded glass windows, with the remaining leaded glass windows rebuilt or reworked; 

replacement windows on the east half of the south elevation; and the infill of window openings 

on the north elevation. Brick masonry on the east half of the south elevation has been painted, 

and portions of the concrete north and east elevations are also painted. The demolition of an 
                                                           

2 ñCullen-Thompson to Occupy New Quarters for its Chrysler Motor Car Agency Today,ò Rocky Mountain 

News (Denver, CO), March 14, 1926. 
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adjoining one-story building along the north elevation exposed unfinished brick and concrete 

walls, and the upper portions of the fourth-story walls on the east and north elevations have been 

rebuilt. 

 

Interior alterations include the removal of an east-west partition in the west half of the first story 

and covered decorative painted finishes in the first-story salesroom. Some nonoriginal 

partitioning has been added, primarily in the east half of the first story and on the fourth story, 

and some nonoriginal finishes have been installed, such as furred perimeter walls and carpet. 

 

Alterations do not prevent the building from conveying its significance as a Benedict-designed 

1920s auto showroom and dealership. The building retains character-defining features such as 

overall massing, terra cotta cladding with elaborate Gothic Revival-style detailing, fenestration 

patterns, stained glass storefront transoms featuring the Chrysler Corporation logo, open interior 

spaces, and the central ramp system. 

 

MPDF Registration Requirements 
 

The Cullen-Thompson building meets all registration requirements of the Multiple Property 

Documentation Form (MPDF) ñThe Architecture of Jules Jacques Benois Benedict in Colorado.ò 

Under the MPDF, it is eligible as a commercial building property type.3 As noted in the MPDF 

registration requirements, ñRelatively few commercial resources are known to have been 

designed by J.J.B. Benedict and fewer still survive, lending additional significance to existing 

examples.ò4 The Cullen-Thompson building meets all registration requirements for the 

commercial building property type: it is located within Colorado, it was originally constructed 

and used for a commercial purpose, it was constructed between 1909 and 1942, it is an original 

design of Benedict, and it possesses integrity to convey its significance.5
 

 

Integrity  
 

The Cullen-Thompson building retains integrity to convey its significance under Criterion C: 

Architecture as the work of architect Jules Jacques Benois Benedict under the Multiple Property 

Documentation Form (MPDF) ñThe Architecture of Jules Jacques Benois Benedict in Colorado,ò 

as well as under Criterion C: Architecture as an excellent local example of a 1920s auto 

showroom and dealership. 

 

It occupies its original location at the corner of Broadway and East 10th Avenue. While its 

integrity of setting along the stretch of Broadway historically associated with Denverôs 

automobile row has been somewhat affected by the demolition of many historic auto-related 

resources, it is still clearly situated within a commercial corridor that is nearby, but not directly 

within, Denverôs historic central business district. The building retains integrity of design and 

materials, including its original scale and massing, elaborate Gothic Revival-style terra cotta 

                                                           
3 Simmons and Simmons, ñThe Architecture of Jules Jacques Benois Benedict in Colorado,ò F:57-58. 
4 Simmons and Simmons, ñThe Architecture of Jules Jacques Benois Benedict in Colorado,ò F:57. 
5 Simmons and Simmons, ñThe Architecture of Jules Jacques Benois Benedict in Colorado,ò F:57-58. 
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cladding, fenestration patterns, stained glass storefront transom windows featuring the winged 

Chrysler Corporation logo, interior central ramp system, and open interior spaces. Workmanship 

is evident in the buildingôs terra cotta cladding, stained and leaded glass windows, and reinforced 

concrete construction. The Cullen-Thompson building is able to effectively communicate the 

feeling and association of a 1920s auto showroom and dealership with its elaborate Gothic 

Revival style, wide storefront windows designed to showcase cars within the salesroom, central 

ramp system, and open interior spaces. 
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_________________________________________________________________ 

8. Statement of Significance 

 

 Applicable National Register Criteria  

 (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register  

 listing.) 

 

A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 

  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  

 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 

construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 

or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 

individual distinction.  

 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 

history.  

 

 

 Criteria Considerations  

 (Mark ñxò in all the boxes that apply.) 

 

A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  

B. Removed from its original location   

 

C. A birthplace or grave  

 

D. A cemetery 

 

E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 

F. A commemorative property 

 

G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

x
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Ar eas of Significance 

(Enter categories from instructions.)  

ARCHITECTURE  

___________________  

___________________  

___________________  

___________________  

___________________  

___________________ 

 

 

Period of Significance 

1926_______________ 

___________________ 

___________________ 

 

 Significant Dates  

1926 (initial construction) 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 

Significant Person 

(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 

N/A_______________  

___________________  

___________________ 

 

 Cultural Affiliation   

 N/A_______________  

 ___________________  

 ___________________ 

 

 Architect/Builder  

 Jules Jacques Benois Benedict (architect) 

 ___________________  

 ___________________ 
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Statement of Significance 

 

Summary 

(Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance, applicable criteria, 

justification for the period of significance, and any applicable criteria considerations.)  

 

The Cullen-Thompson Motor Company building (ñthe Cullen-Thompson buildingò), located at 

1000 Broadway in Denver, Denver County, Colorado, is locally significant under Criterion C in 

the area of Architecture under the Multiple Property Documentation Form (MPDF) ñThe 

Architecture of Jules Jacques Benois Benedict in Colorado.ò It meets all registration 

requirements for significance under the MPDF as a commercial building that exemplifies 

Benedictôs characteristic period revival stylistic vocabulary and reflects his École des Beaux-

Arts training. Additionally, the MPDF notes that the Cullen-Thompson building is ñthe only 

known commercial building that Benedict designed, as opposed to remodeled, that is still 

standingò throughout the state of Colorado, increasing its significance as a representation of 

Benedictôs work.6 It is therefore significant under Criterion C in the area of Architecture as the 

only known extant original, purpose-built commercial work of Benedict as a master architect. It 

is also significant under Criterion C in the area of Architecture for its high artistic value and as a 

significant example of Benedictôs use of Gothic Revival style, which is representative of his 

École des Beaux-Arts training. 

 

The Cullen-Thompson building is also significant under Criterion C in the area of 

Architecture  as an excellent example of a 1920s auto showroom and dealership. As the 

automobile industry expanded during the early twentieth century, purpose-built auto showrooms 

and dealerships emerged to advertise and sell to an increasingly auto-focused society. As the 

industry flourished into the 1920s, dealers commissioned architects to design highly decorated 

commercial palaces, resulting in exceptionally lavish dealerships.7 The Cullen-Thompson 

building, designed in the mid-1920s by architect Jules Jacques Benois Benedict as an elaborate 

Gothic Revival-style dealership, is an excellent local example of the property type. 

 

The Cullen-Thompson buildingôs elaborate Gothic Revival design reflects Benedictôs 

architectural signature as well as the growth and stylistic expression of the early-twentieth-

century auto industry. The Cullen-Thompson building retains integrity and clearly communicates 

its historic function and significance as a Benedict-designed 1920s auto showroom and 

dealership. The period of significance, 1926, corresponds with the date of construction. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Development of Auto Showrooms/Dealerships in the United States 

 

When automobiles first emerged in the United States near the end of the nineteenth century, they 

were largely viewed as novelties for the wealthy rather than as a practical method of 

                                                           
6 Simmons and Simmons, ñThe Architecture of Jules Jacques Benois Benedict in Colorado,ò E:38. 
7 Chester H. Liebs, Main Street to Miracle Mile: American Roadside Architecture (Little, Brown and Company, 

1985), 81-83. 
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transportation, and production and sales remained limited.8 Livery stables, carriage shops, and 

manufacturers themselves initially sold cars as specialty items, while blacksmiths or private 

chauffeurs managed repairs. However, a rapid growth in popularity, combined with the 

introduction of the mass-produced Model T in 1908, quickly overwhelmed existing automobile 

retail facilities.9 At the turn of the century, only around eight thousand vehicles were registered 

throughout the United States; by 1910, registrations had risen to nearly 470,000.10 Factory 

expansions to meet demand required considerable capital, and in response, manufacturers 

increasingly sold vending rights to dedicated local auto dealerships, established by entrepreneurs 

seeking opportunities in the growing automobile industry.11 

 

Some early auto dealers adapted existing commercial buildings, often those already dedicated to 

other forms of transportation-related retail and those that had already been selling automobiles in 

limited quantities, such as livery stables, carriage shops, and bicycle shops. Many others chose to 

construct new buildings specifically to accommodate their novel businesses. However, the 

earliest purpose-built dealerships were still typically located within established commercial 

districts and largely blended with their surroundings. These buildings followed the traditional, 

relatively restrained one- to three-part commercial block style, although storefront windows were 

often larger to better display the oversized merchandise within.12 

 

The automobile industry continued to experience rapid expansion throughout the 1910s and 

1920s. From just under half a million registrations nationwide in 1910, vehicle registrations rose 

to 9.3 million in 1920 and surpassed 26.7 million by 1929, with over half of United States 

households owning a car.13 By the end of the 1920s, auto manufacturing was the largest industry 

in the United States as measured by number of employees, amount of materials consumed, and 

product value.14 As the industry surged, manufacturers competed for consumers while striving to 

project an image of credibility, quality, and luxury, and auto showrooms became strategic sites 

of advertising and industry promotion. Although sales were largely delegated to independent 

local dealerships, large manufacturers such as Studebaker, Packard, and Ford increasingly 

shaped retail operations through the design and construction of model showrooms, which 

exemplified preferred designs for purpose-built dealerships. These manufacturers hired 

prominent architects to meticulously design showrooms tailored to accommodate automobile 

display, sales, and service functions while also serving as visually impressive and attractive 

commercial status symbols.15 

                                                           
8 Michael L. Berger, The Automobile in American History and Culture: A Reference Guide (Greenwood Press, 

2001), xvii. 
9 Liebs, Main Street to Miracle Mile, 75. 
10 Not all states adopted a mandated, centralized registration system at the same time; these numbers are 

approximate and may not fully reflect the total number of vehicles owned. ñHistorical Statistics of the United States, 

Colonial Times to 1970ò (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1975), Series Q: 716. 
11 Berger, The Automobile in American History and Culture, 88. 
12 Liebs, Main Street to Miracle Mile, 75-76. 
13 ñHistorical Statistics of the United States, Colonial Times to 1970,ò Series Q: 716.; Berger, The Automobile 

in American History and Culture, xx. 
14 Berger, The Automobile in American History and Culture, xx. 
15 Liebs, Main Street to Miracle Mile, 75. 
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Departing from traditional commercial block designs, model showrooms often emulated grand 

office buildings, banks, and railroad depots to convey stature and prestige. Exteriors were highly 

ornamented, reflecting popular revival styles such as Classical, Spanish, and Gothic Revivals, 

and featured large display windows to exhibit automobiles inside. Interior salesrooms were also 

heavily opulent, featuring coffered and vaulted ceilings, grand staircases, fireplaces, and 

fountains. Beyond the salesrooms, model showrooms were more utilitarian in character but 

showcased advanced building technologies, including reinforced concrete frames that provided 

increased fire protection and accommodated the space and load requirements for automobiles, 

parts inventories, and repair shops.16 

 

These model showrooms became the standard for auto dealerships across the country, prompting 

the construction of hundreds of lavish dealerships throughout the late 1910s and 1920s. Dealers, 

whether they were located in urban or rural areas and whether they sold expensive or more 

utilitarian cars, increasingly engaged architects to design highly decorated dealerships inspired 

by these models in order to project their own status, prosperity, and commercial success.17 As 

dealers began pouring money into their buildings, they also began to seek more space at a lower 

cost, and thus began constructing their new dealerships slightly outside of established central 

business districts. Dealerships, as well as gas and service stations, garages, and manufacturing 

plants, often placed their new auto-related businesses next to one another, creating what became 

known as ñautomobile rows.ò18 

 

The era of opulent auto dealerships ended with the onset of the Great Depression. Fewer new 

dealerships were constructed overall, and those that were adopted simpler, more streamlined, 

single-story designs with smaller salesrooms and more prominent service departments and used-

car lots, reflecting the sharp decline in new-car sales and the growth of used-car sales and repair 

needs. World War II further stalled new-car sales and dealership development as new car 

production and nonessential construction ceased.19 Following the war, pent-up demand and 

economic growth fueled a boom in auto sales, and dealers and manufacturers focused on 

modernization.20 Postwar auto dealerships continued to prioritize single-story buildings with 

large exterior lots, and urban dealerships in particular moved from established automobile rows 

to more expansive suburban sites.21 By the late twentieth century, new dealerships and their 

exterior lots grew considerably in size and typically located along new highways and interstates 

on the outskirts of cities and towns. Many earlier auto dealerships fell vacant, were converted 

into new uses, or were demolished.22 

 

 

                                                           
16 Liebs, Main Street to Miracle Mile, 79. 
17 Liebs, Main Street to Miracle Mile, 81-83. 
18 Liebs, Main Street to Miracle Mile, 83. 
19 Liebs, Main Street to Miracle Mile, 86-87. 
20 Berger, The Automobile in American History and Culture, xxiv. 
21 Liebs, Main Street to Miracle Mile, 88-90. 
22 Liebs, Main Street to Miracle Mile, 92-93. 
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Development of Auto Showrooms/Dealerships in Denver 

 

Denver was first established in the 1850s at the confluence of the South Platte River and Cherry 

Creek in present-day central Colorado by gold-seeking White colonizers. The area was already 

home to the Cheyenne and Arapaho (Tsistsistas and Hinonoôei), who had settled there in the 

mid-eighteenth century after being forcibly displaced from their historical homelands in the 

Great Lakes region by earlier waves of White westward expansion. Following White discovery 

of gold in present-day Colorado, however, White colonizers and the United States government 

violently pressured the Cheyenne and Arapaho to renegotiate existing treaties and cede their land 

in the South Platte and Cherry Creek river valleys, and many Cheyenne and Arapaho in the area 

relocated to reservations in Oklahoma.23 Following forced removal of the Cheyenne and 

Arapaho, Denver formally incorporated in 1861 and later became the state capital of Colorado. 

By the end of the nineteenth century, Denverôs population reached nearly 134,000. Denver 

continued to grow during the early twentieth century, reaching a population of nearly 288,000 by 

1930.24 

 

Like cities and towns across the country, Denver developed a robust automobile economy during 

the early twentieth century. Automobiles appeared in Denver as early as 1895, assembled by 

hobby enthusiasts using materials such as repurposed wagon beds, bicycle wheels, and makeshift 

batteries.25 The earliest documented arrival of a manufactured automobile in Denver dates to 

early 1899, when a resident had one shipped from a manufacturer based in Connecticut.26 

Automobiles remained a relative rarity in Denver at the turn of the century, with only ninety 

automobiles registered throughout the entire state of Colorado in 1900.27 However, they steadily 

gained popularity over the early twentieth century, with around 5,220 vehicles registered in 

Denver by 1910 and 80,000 registered by 1930.28 

 

The number of auto-related businesses in Denver exploded as manufacturing plants, gas and 

service stations, garages, and dealerships capitalized on the growing auto industry. Following the 

national pattern of development, early auto-related businesses in Denver located within the 

central business district northwest of the State Capitol and occupied traditional commercial block 

buildings (see Figures 17 & 18). As the auto industry grew, more businesses began to cluster on 

and around Broadway through the Capitol Hill neighborhood, an area that began to develop 

                                                           
23 Noel, Mile High City, 11, 20-23. 
24 Campbell Gibson and Kay Jung, ñHistorical Census Statistics On Population Totals By Race, 1790 to 1990, 

and By Hispanic Origin, 1970 to 1990, For Large Cities and Other Urban Places in the United Statesò (U.S. Census 

Bureau, 2005), Table 6. 
25 Beaghler, ñAutomobile Manufacturing in Denver,ò 2-3. 
26 Steven L. Beaghler, ñAutomobile Manufacturing in Denverò (Masterôs Thesis, University of Colorado 

Denver, 1989), 2. 
27 ñMotor Vehicle Registrations, By States, 1900-1995ò (Federal Highway Administration, April 1997), Table 

MV-201. 
28 Ryan Keeney, ñThe History of Denverôs Streetcars and Their Routes,ò Denver Urbanism, August 9, 2017.; 

Noel and Norgren, Denver: The City Beautiful and Its Architects, 136. 
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following the construction of the State Capitol building in 1894.29 By 1910, while plenty of auto-

related businesses were still located within the central business district, Broadway was already 

colloquially known as Denverôs ñautomobile row.ò30 By the early 1930s, auto-related businesses 

occupied nearly the entire stretch of Broadway between 14th and 1st Avenues (the 1930 Sanborn 

Map in Figure 4 demonstrates the density of auto-related businesses around the Cullen-

Thompson building specifically).31 

 

Auto dealerships constructed on and around Broadway in the mid- to late 1910s and 1920s were 

highly ornamented and often architect designed, a reflection of both the substantial capital 

circulating within the auto industry and the effort dealers undertook to attract customers in an 

increasingly competitive marketplace.32 In addition to the Cullen-Thompson Motor Company 

building, the Automobile Sales Corporation building at 1156 Broadway (extant, see Figures 19 

& 20) and the Hogle-Allison Motors, Inc. building at 1278 Lincoln Street (extant, see Figures 21 

& 22) are good local examples of this property type (see ñComparison Propertiesò below for 

more information on these properties). 

 

The onset of the Great Depression had a pronounced impact on Denver, including its auto 

industry, and it marked an end to the construction of the large, opulent dealerships that had 

characterized the late 1910s and 1920s. As new car sales declined, dealerships that were 

established during the 1930s increasingly emphasized used-car lots and service departments 

rather than multi-story buildings and expansive new-car salesroom space. The Leeman Auto 

Company building at 550 Broadway (extant, NRHP 2001) is a good local example of this shift in 

dealership property type (see Figure 23).33 In the decades that followed, particularly during the 

post-World War II automobile boom, dealerships and other businesses increasingly located on 

larger lots on the outskirts of the city. As a result, Broadway gradually lost its concentration of 

auto-related businesses. A number of buildings were demolished and replaced with larger 

commercial and residential buildings and parking lots, although some older auto-related 

buildings still remain.34 

 

The Cullen-Thompson Motor Company 

 

The Cullen-Thompson Motor company was established in 1923 by auto dealers Neil R. Cullen 

and Ward J. Thompson (see Figures 14 & 15).35 Cullen, originally from Muscatine, Iowa, moved 

to Denver in 1916, following his brother Frank C. Cullen. F.C. Cullen had moved to the city in 

                                                           
29 ñCapitol Hill Neighborhood History,ò Denver Public Library Digital Collections, accessed July 22, 2025,  

https://history.denverlibrary.org/neighborhood-history-guide/capitol-hill -neighborhood-history. 
30 Noel and Norgren, Denver: The City Beautiful and Its Architects, 136. 
31 Nancy L. Widmann, ñLeeman Auto Company Building,ò National Register of Historic Places Registration 

Form (National Park Service, 2001), 8:8.; Noel and Norgren, Denver: The City Beautiful and Its Architects, 136. 
32 Noel and Norgren, Denver: The City Beautiful and Its Architects, 136. 
33 See Widmann, ñLeeman Auto Company Building.ò 
34 Noel and Norgren, Denver: The City Beautiful and Its Architects, 137. 
35 ñCullen-Thompson Motor Company Takes Over City Agency to Handle Maxwell-Chalmers Cars for 

Mountain States,ò Rocky Mountain News (Denver, CO), December 23, 1923.; ñOldest Auto Firm Here Celebrating 

Jubilee,ò Denver Post, July 29, 1962. 
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1912 and founded the Automobile Sales Corporation, a Studebaker dealership at 1515 Cheyenne 

Place (no longer extant). After moving to Denver, Neil Cullen briefly served as secretary of the 

National Insurance Company of Colorado before joining as manager of the Automobile Sales 

Corporation.36 Thompson, originally from Carroll, Iowa, moved to Denver in 1914 and joined 

the Automobile Sales Corporation as a bookkeeper.37 In 1923, Neil Cullen and Thompson 

established their own auto dealership, the Cullen-Thompson Motor Company, at 1437 Cleveland 

Place (no longer extant, see Figure 16), which specialized in Maxwell and Chalmers 

automobiles.38 

 

In March 1924, the Cullen-Thompson Motor Company became the first dealership in Denver to 

display and offer for sale the new Chrysler Six automobiles manufactured by the Maxwell Motor 

Company.39 The Chrysler Six models were remarkably successful, with over 32,000 units sold 

nationwide by the end of the year, a new record in the industry for a new automobile model.40 In 

the wake of this success, the Maxwell Motor Company reorganized as the Chrysler Corporation 

in June 1925, and Cullen and Thompson quickly began plans for the development of a new 

Chrysler dealership at 1000 Broadway, which completed construction in March 2026.41 

 

The Cullen-Thompson Motor Company operated from 1000 Broadway for thirty-seven years. 

Cullen and Thompson jointly managed the business until Thompsonôs death in 1954, after which 

Cullen continued to manage the business alone until closing in 1963.42 Following the companyôs 

closure, the building housed several different Chrysler dealerships throughout the 1960s, 

including Farland-Buell, Inc., Downtown Chrysler Plymouth and Imperial, and Queen City 

Chrysler-Plymouth.43 In 1971, the Gart Bros. Sporting Goods Company purchased the property 

and adapted it for use as a large-scale sporting goods retail destination. Portions of the buildingôs 

central ramp system were repurposed as miniature ski slopes, and tennis and basketball courts 

were installed on the roof. Gart Bros. became a Denver institution, colloquially referred to as 

                                                           
36 ñNeil R. Cullen,ò Muscatine Journal (Muscatine, IA), July 1, 1980.; ñNeil R. Cullen,ò Rocky Mountain News 

(Denver, CO), July 2, 1980.; ñFrank C. Cullen,ò Rocky Mountain News (Denver, CO), June 20, 1947. 
37 ñWard J. Thompson,ò Rocky Mountain News (Denver, CO), February 26, 1954. 
38 Although newspaper articles and other written histories from approximately the 1960s onward state that the 

Cullen-Thompson Motor Company was established by Neil Cullen, Ward Thompson, as well as F.C. Cullen, 

research into newspaper articles and other accounts from the 1920s, along with evidence of the Automobile Sales 

Corporationôs continued operation through the 1920s, suggests that F.C. Cullen was either minimally involved or 

not involved in the establishment or operation of the Cullen-Thompson Motor Company. ñCullen-Thompson Motor 

Company Takes Over City Agency to Handle Maxwell-Chalmers Cars for Mountain States.ò 
39 ñNew Chrysler Six Shown in Denver,ò Rocky Mountain News (Denver, CO), March 2, 1924. 
40 ñFirst Birthday of Chrysler Observed by Local Dealer,ò Rocky Mountain News (Denver, CO), January 4, 

1925.; Richard M. Langworth, The Complete History of Chrysler Corporation, 1924-1985 (Publications 

International, Ltd., 1985), 28-29.; D.C. Hammond, ñHow Chalmers (& Maxwell) Became Chrysler,ò Chalmers 

Automobile Newsletter 9, no. 1 (March 2004): 3. 
41 Langworth, The Complete History of Chrysler Corporation, 30. 
42 ñWard J. Thompson.ò; ñNeil R. Cullen,ò Rocky Mountain News.; ñPioneer Car Dealership Bought by 

Farland-Buell,ò Denver Post, October 13, 1963. 
43 ñPioneer Car Dealership Bought by Farland-Buell.ò; ñDealership to Change,ò Rocky Mountain News (Denver, 

CO), February 27, 1966.; ñSomething Wonderful Has Happened in Denver,ò [Ad], Intermountain Jewish News 

(Denver, CO), April 22, 1966.; ñNew Chrysler-Plymouth Dealership Announced,ò Rocky Mountain News (Denver, 

CO), May 25, 1967. 
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ñSports Castle,ò which the company formally trademarked in 1987. In 2003, Gart Bros. merged 

with Sports Authority, Inc. Following bankruptcy, the company closed its Denver location in 

2016, and the Cullen-Thompson Motor Company building has been vacant since.44 

 

The Cullen-Thompson Motor Company Building 

 

Criterion C: Architecture, ñThe Architecture of Jules Jacques Benois Benedictò MPDF 

The Cullen-Thompson Motor Company building (ñthe Cullen-Thompson buildingò) was 

completed in 1926 for the Cullen-Thompson Motor Company.45 As was typical of dealership 

owners in the 1920s, Cullen and Thompson hired an architect to design an impressive new 

building for their business. As the MPDF ñThe Architecture of Jules Jacques Benois Benedict in 

Coloradoò demonstrates, Benedict designed few commercial buildings throughout his career, but 

he had become well known in the 1910s and early 1920s for his elaborate, period revival designs 

for civic, religious, and residential buildings.46 His lavish Gothic Revival design for Cullen-

Thompson, which uses stylistic vocabulary more commonly associated with religious and 

institutional architecture, reflects his characteristic approach to design. The building features 

primary elevations completely clad in white glazed terra cotta, elaborate stained glass storefront 

transoms and leaded glass windows, as well as typical elements of Gothic Revival style, 

including a strong vertical emphasis, pointed arches, quatrefoil and tracery ornamentation, and 

decorative finials, all of which contribute to a rich, architecturally expressive design consistent 

with Benedictôs larger body of work. The MPDF notes that Cullen-Thompson is ñthe only 

known commercial building that Benedict designed, as opposed to remodeled, that is still 

standingò throughout the state of Colorado, increasing its significance as a representation of 

Benedictôs work.47 It also appears to be the only known auto-related building that Benedict 

designed.48 

 

In early March 1926, Walter P. Chrysler, founder of the Chrysler Corporation, visited the 

building as construction crews worked to complete its final details, and the Cullen-Thompson 

Motor Company held its grand opening two weeks later.49 In a newspaper advertisement 

announcing the event, the company articulated the design intent of the building, stating that ñin 

designing it we were guided by a desire to give Chrysler cars a home in thorough keeping with 

their high quality of performance, beauty of design and dynamic symmetry.ò50 Newspaper 

                                                           
44 Sophie Goodman, ñWhat Will Become of Sportscastle?ò 5280 (Denver, CO), April 11, 2016, 

https://5280.com/what-will -become-of-sportscastle/. 
45 ñCullen-Thompson Motor Company Takes Over City Agency to Handle Maxwell-Chalmers Cars for 

Mountain States,ò Rocky Mountain News (Denver, CO), December 23, 1923.; ñOldest Auto Firm Here Celebrating 

Jubilee,ò Denver Post, July 29, 1962. 
46 Simmons and Simmons, ñThe Architecture of Jules Jacques Benois Benedict in Colorado,ò E8, E10, E22. 
47 Simmons and Simmons, ñThe Architecture of Jules Jacques Benois Benedict in Colorado,ò E:38. 
48 Simmons and Simmons, ñThe Architecture of Jules Jacques Benois Benedict in Colorado,ò E:47-55. 
49 ñHead of Chrysler Motor Company Visits City; Backs African Research,ò Rocky Mountain News (Denver, 

CO), March 3, 1926.; ñCullen-Thompson to Occupy New Quarters for its Chrysler Motor Car Agency Today,ò 

Rocky Mountain News (Denver, CO), March 14, 1926. 
50 ñChryslerôs Astounding Success Made This Building Necessary,ò [Ad], Rocky Mountain News (Denver, CO), 

March 14, 1926. 
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coverage of the opening praised the building as ñprobably the most beautiful as well as modern 

of its kind in the West, combining a host of practical features with Gothic architecture which 

provides something entirely new in the way of design.ò51 

 

Criterion C: Architecture, 1920s Auto Showroom and Dealership Property Type 

In addition to reflecting Benedictôs design sensibilities, Cullen-Thompson is highly 

representative of the 1920s auto showroom and dealership property type. Prominently located on 

a corner parcel along Denverôs automobile row, the building is large in scale and characterized 

by elaborate architectural detailing intended to attract customers and convey company strength 

and prestige. Its wide storefront openings allow clear visibility into the salesroom, designed to 

prominently display automobiles to passersby, and stained glass transom windows featuring the 

winged logo of the Chrysler Corporation, designed by the Denver-based Watkins Stained Glass 

Studio, explicitly identify the purpose-built function of the building and reinforce industry and 

brand affiliation. The buildingôs grandeur extends to the interior salesroom, which features large 

chandeliers, tile floors, and a grand staircase leading to a mezzanine enclosed by decorative 

balustrades. Although no longer extant, historic photographs and newspaper descriptions 

document an elaborately painted ceiling that added to the opulence of the showroom (see Figures 

9 & 10).52 

 

Also characteristic of 1920s auto showrooms and dealerships, interior spaces beyond the front 

showroom are more utilitarian in character. They showcase the advancement of building 

technologies, particularly reinforced concrete construction, which makes possible expansive, 

open floorplates with relatively few structural columns. The buildingôs concrete frame was 

engineered to accommodate the display, storage, and circulation of automobiles while providing 

the structural capacity to support their substantial weight. The central ramp system, which 

facilitates the circulation of automobiles from the street to the roof level, further demonstrates 

the buildingôs specialized function. 

 

Comparison Properties 

 

As noted in the MPDF, Cullen-Thompson is the only known extant commercial building 

designed by Benedict throughout the state. Additionally, it appears to be the only known auto-

related building that Benedict designed.53 Consequently, there are no close or directly 

comparable examples of Benedict-designed buildings, either in Denver or elsewhere in the state. 

There were, however, many auto dealerships and showrooms constructed in Denver during the 

1920s. While relatively few remain extant, the Automobile Sales Corporation building and the 

Hogle-Allison Motors, Inc. building are both good extant examples of the property type in 

addition to Cullen-Thompson. 

 

 

 

                                                           
51 ñCullen-Thompson to Occupy New Quarters for its Chrysler Motor Car Agency Today.ò 
52 ñCullen-Thompson to Occupy New Quarters for its Chrysler Motor Car Agency Today.ò 
53 Simmons and Simmons, ñThe Architecture of Jules Jacques Benois Benedict in Colorado,ò E:38, E:47-55. 
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Automobile Sales Corporation (1156 Broadway, Figures 19 & 20) 

The Automobile Sales Corporation was first established in 1912 by Neil Cullenôs brother, Frank 

C. Cullen. The company initially located at 1515 Cheyenne Place (no longer extant) before 

relocating to 1156 Broadway in 1921.54 The building also later housed the Van Dyke Motor Co., 

Marcus Motors, Inc., and Capital Chevrolet.55 

 

Designed by J.M. Hyder and completed in 1921, the building rises three stories and has steel and 

concrete construction with a combination of Classical and Gothic Revival styles.56 Multi -colored 

glazed terra cotta clads the primary elevation, which also features large, arched window openings 

and a crenelated parapet. Engraved plaques reading ñFRANKLINò and ñSTUDEBAKERò above 

storefront windows clearly advertise the buildingôs purpose. A historic photograph shows arched 

storefront transoms with stained or leaded glass, as well as stained or leaded glass upper story 

windows; panels currently cover the transom area and it is unknown if historic transoms are 

extant beneath, and current storefront display and upper story windows are nonhistoric 

replacements. The roof has also been modified and/or raised, with a stucco wall slightly visible 

behind the parapet. 

 

Hogle-Allison Motors, Inc. (1278 Lincoln Street, Figures 21 & 22) 

Hogle-Allison Motors, Inc. was first established in 1924 by William M. Hogle and Herbert M. 

Allison. Both Hogle and Allison had worked at a manufacturing plant before forming their own 

auto dealership, which they located a block east of Broadway at 1278 Lincoln Street.57 The 

building also later housed the James Motor Co. and Denver Auto Tech.58 

 

Designed by Denver architects William E. Fisher and Arthur A. Fisher and completed in 1924, 

the building rises two stories, has brick and concrete construction, and is Gothic Revival in 

style.59 Brick and cast stone clads the exterior, which is currently painted. The building features 

large, arched storefront openings and large, rectangular second-story window openings; stained 

glass transom windows are extant and storefront display and second-story windows are 

nonhistoric replacements. Finialed pilasters demarcate bays on the primary elevation, and 

crenelated parapets surround the roof. A historic photograph shows an elaborate door surround 

on the primary entrance; this is no longer extant. 

 

 

 

                                                           
54 Frank C. Cullen,ò Rocky Mountain News (Denver, CO), June 20, 1947.; ñNew Home of Automobile Sales 

Corporation,ò Rocky Mountain News (Denver, CO), February 6, 1921. 
55 ñStudebaker Begins a New Era of Progress,ò [Ad.], Rocky Mountain News (Denver, CO), June 30, 1929.; 

ñMarcus Motors Will Distribute Studebakers,ò Rocky Mountain News (Denver, CO), April 5, 1931.; ñCapital 

Chevrolet to Open At New Location This Week,ò Rocky Mountain News (Denver, CO), October 3, 1965. 
56 ñNew Home of Automobile Sales Corporation.ò 
57 ñHogle-Allison Motors Inc., Formed to Handle Dodge Cars in Denver and Adjacent Counties of Colorado,ò 

Rocky Mountain News (Denver, CO), April 20, 1924. 
58 ñJames Motor Co.,ò [Ad.], Rocky Mountain News (Denver, CO), January 13, 1933.; ñSpacious New Home,ò 

[Ad.], Rocky Mountain News (Denver CO), August 15, 1964). 
59 Noel and Norgren, Denver: The City Beautiful and Its Architects, 136. 
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Conclusion 

 

The Cullen-Thompson Motor Company building is locally significant under Criterion C in the 

area of Architecture under the Multiple Property Documentation Form (MPDF) ñThe 

Architecture of Jules Jacques Benois Benedict in Coloradoò as both a rare surviving commercial 

work designed by Benedict and as an excellent example of a purpose-built 1920s auto showroom 

and dealership. The period of significance is 1926, its date of construction.  
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Previous documentation on file (NPS):  

 

__x__ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested 

____ previously listed in the National Register 

__x__ previously determined eligible by the National Register 

____ designated a National Historic Landmark  

____ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________ 

____ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________ 

____ recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________ 

 

Primary location of additional data:  

__x__ State Historic Preservation Office 

____ Other State agency 

____ Federal agency 

____ Local government 

____ University 

____ Other 

         Name of repository: _____________________________________ 

 

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): N/A_____________ 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Geographical Data 

 

 Acreage of Property less than one acre 

 

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 

Datum if other than WGS84: N/A 

(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 

1. Latitude: 39.732247  Longitude: -104.987128 
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Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 

 

The National Register boundary of Cullen-Thompson Motor Company encompasses 

approximately 0.34 acres and corresponds with the Denver County, Colorado, tax parcel 

0503808009000. The legal description for this parcel is: ñPT SE/4 3-4-68 BEG INTERS N 

LI 10TH AV & E LI BROADWAY ST THE 125FT TH N 118FT TH W 125FT TH S 118FT 

TO POB.ò 

 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 

 

The boundary includes the parcel historically and currently associated with the nominated 

property. 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Form Prepared By 

 

name/title: Rachel Alison, Architectural Historian 

organization: Post Oak Preservation Solutions 

street & number: 2506 Little John Lane 

city or town: Austin state: TX zip code:78704 

e-mail: rachel@postoakpreservation.com 

telephone: 210-580-6329 

date: January 30, 2026 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Additional Documentation 

 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

 

¶ Maps:   A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 

location. 

    

¶  Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 

resources.  Key all photographs to this map. 

 

¶ Additional items:   (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 

  

 

Photographs 
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Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels 

(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs 

to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to 

the photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name of the photographer, 

photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesnôt need to be labeled on 

every photograph. 

 

Photo Log 

 

Name of Property:  Cullen-Thompson Motor Company 

 

City or Vicinity: Denver 

 

County: Denver     State: Colorado 

 

Photographer: Alison Dunleavey and Rachel Alison 

 

Date Photographed: June 16, 2025 

 

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 

camera: 

 

1 of 18. Exterior, west (primary) and north elevations, view southeast. 

2 of 18. Exterior, west (primary) elevation, view east. 

3 of 18. Exterior, west (primary) and south elevations, view northeast. 

4 of 18. Exterior, terra cotta and stonework detail, view east. 

5 of 18. South and east (rear) elevations, view northwest. 

6 of 18. East (rear) elevation, view northwest. 

7 of 18. First story lobby, view northeast. 

8 of 18. Stair to mezzanine level, view east. 

9 of 18. First story lobby, view northwest. 

10 of 18. Stained glass transom window and display window, view west. 

11 of 18. Second story, west half, view southwest. 

12 of 18. Second story, west half, view southeast. 

13 of 18. Leaded glass windows, view southwest. 

14 of 18. Third story, east half, view northeast. 

15 of 18. Third story, east half, view northwest. 

16 of 18. Third story, west half, view southwest. 

17 of 18. Third story, west half, view northwest. 

18 of 18. Fourth story, view northeast. 

 

Figure Log 
 

1 of 32. USGS map. Red flag points to Cullen-Thompson Motor Company. 
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2 of 32. Contextual map of Cullen-Thompson Motor Company within central Denver. Red 

flag points to Cullen-Thompson Motor Company. Source: Base map from Google Earth, 

image capture 2023, accessed August 20, 2025. 

3 of 32. Site and boundary map. Dashed line represents the historic boundary, current tax 

parcel boundary, and the National Register boundary. Source: Base map from Google 

Earth, image capture 2023, accessed August 20, 2025. 

4 of 32. 1929-1930 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, combined Sheets 220 (Vol. 2), 225 (Vol. 3), 

and 239 (Vol. 2). Dashed line outlines Cullen-Thompson Motor Company (bottom 

center). Notice the number of auto-related services along Broadway. Source: David 

Rumsey Map Collection. 

5 of 32. 1929-1930 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, Volume 3, Sheet 225. Dashed line outlines 

Cullen-Thompson Motor Company. Source: David Rumsey Map Collection. 

6 of 32. Cullen-Thompson Motor Company, floor plans. Source: ñPlans, F.C. Cullen Garage, 

Denver,ò The Architectural Forum 46, no. 3 (March 1927): 242. 

7 of 32. Cullen-Thompson Motor Company, 1926 illustration. Source: ñChryslerôs 

Astounding Success Made This Building Necessary,ò [Ad], Rocky Mountain News 

(Denver, CO), March 14, 1926. 

8 of 32. Cullen-Thompson Motor Company, 1926 photograph, view northeast. Source: 

ñCullen-Thompson to Occupy New Quarters for its Chrysler Motor Car Agency Today,ò 

Rocky Mountain News (Denver, CO), March 14, 1926. 

9 of 32. Cullen-Thompson Motor Company, 1926 photograph, view northeast, showing the 

elaborate staircase leading to the mezzanine offices in the front showroom. Source: 

ñCullen-Thompson to Occupy New Quarters for its Chrysler Motor Car Agency Today,ò 

Rocky Mountain News (Denver, CO), March 14, 1926. 

10 of 32. Cullen-Thompson Motor Company, 1926 photograph, view northeast, showing the 

front showroom. Source: ñCullen-Thompson to Occupy New Quarters for its Chrysler 

Motor Car Agency Today,ò Rocky Mountain News (Denver, CO), March 14, 1926. 

11 of 32. Cullen-Thompson Motor Company, circa 1926 photograph with Chrysler 

Corporation seal, view northeast. Source: Denver Public Library Special Collections, X-

23225. 

12 of 32. Cullen-Thompson Motor Company, circa 1930 photograph, view northeast. Source: 

Denver Public Library Special Collections, X-23818. 

13 of 32. Cullen-Thompson Motor Company, circa 1930 photograph, view northeast. Source: 

Denver Public Library Special Collections, X-23841. 

14 of 32. Photographs of Neil R. Cullen (left) and Ward J. Thompson (right). Source: 

ñCullen-Thompson Motor Company Takes Over City Agency to Handle Maxwell-

Chalmers Cars for Mountain States,ò Rocky Mountain News (Denver, CO), December 23, 

1923. 

15 of 32. Photograph of Jules Jacques Benois Benedict. Source: Noel and Norgren, Denver 

The City Beautiful, 188. 

16 of 32. 1437 Cleveland Place, 1925 photograph, view northwest. The Cullen-Thompson 

Motor Company operated from this building (no longer extant) before moving to the 

subject property. Source: Denver Public Library Special Collections, X-23223. 
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17 of 32. Streetscape of Cheyenne Place, circa 1913 photograph, view southeast. Notice the 

Stanley Motor Carriage Co., left. Located near the southeast edge of the central business 

district, this building was a nineteenth-century Italianate commercial block building (no 

longer extant) that the Stanley Motor Carriage Co. likely repurposed for use as a 

dealership. Source: Denver Public Library Special Collections, Z-7572. 

18 of 32. Chevrolet Motor Company, 1833 Wazee Street, circa 1915 photograph, view 

northwest. Located within the central business district near Union Station, this building 

was a nineteenth- or early-twentieth-century commercial block building (no longer 

extant) that the Chevrolet Motor Company likely repurposed for use as a dealership. 

Source: Denver Public Library Special Collections, X-23835. 

19 of 32. Automobile Sales Corporation, 1156 Broadway, 1921 photograph, view northeast. 

Extant. Source: ñNew Home of Automobile Sales Corporation,ò Rocky Mountain News 

(Denver, CO), February 6, 1921. 

20 of 32. Automobile Sales Corporation, 1156 Broadway, view northeast. Extant. Source: 

Google Street View, image capture May 2024, accessed January 27, 2026. 

21 of 32. Hogle-Allison Motors, Inc., 1278 Lincoln Street, circa 1948-1955 photograph, view 

southeast. Extant. Source: Denver Public Library Special Collections, Z-10196. 

22 of 32. Hogle-Allison Motors, Inc., 1278 Lincoln Street, view southeast. Extant. Source: 

Google Street View, image capture May 2024, accessed January 27, 2026. 

23 of 32. Leeman Auto Company Building, 550 Broadway, view southeast. Constructed in 

1932 with an addition in 1934, this building is a good local example of a Great 

Depression-era auto dealership. Note the more streamlined architectural style, single-

story massing with an ell that historically contained service station bays, and prominent 

exterior lot (now a patio with planters) that historically showcased used cars. Extant, 

NRHP 2001. Source: Google Street View, image capture November 2018, accessed 

January 27, 2026. 

24 of 32. Exterior photo map. Source: Base map from Google Earth, image capture 2023, 

accessed August 20, 2025. 

25 of 32. Current first story plan and photo map. Source: Plans by Kemberlin Architecture, 

January 2026. 

26 of 32. Current mezzanine level plan and photo map (no photos at this level). Source: Plans 

by Kemberlin Architecture, January 2026. 

27 of 32. Current second story, east half plan and photo map (no photos at this level). Source: 

Plans by Kemberlin Architecture, January 2026. 

28 of 32. Current second story, west half plan and photo map. Source: Plans by Kemberlin 

Architecture, January 2026. 

29 of 32. Current third story, east half plan and photo map. Source: Plans by Kemberlin 

Architecture, January 2026. 

30 of 32. Current third story, west half plan and photo map. Source: Plans by Kemberlin 

Architecture, January 2026. 

31 of 32. Current third story, west half plan and photo map. Source: Plans by Kemberlin 

Architecture, January 2026. 

32 of 32. Current basement plan and photo map (no photos at this level). Source: Plans by 

Kemberlin Architecture, January 2026.  
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FIGURES 

 

Figure 1. USGS map. Red flag points to Cullen-Thompson Motor Company. 
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Figure 2. Contextual map of Cullen-Thompson Motor Company within central Denver. Red flag 

points to Cullen-Thompson Motor Company. Source: Base map from Google Earth, image 

capture 2023, accessed August 20, 2025. 
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Figure 3. Site and boundary map. Dashed line represents the historic boundary, current tax 

parcel boundary, and the National Register boundary. Source: Base map from Google Earth, 

image capture 2023, accessed August 20, 2025. 
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Figure 4. 1929-1930 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, combined Sheets 220 (Vol. 2), 225 (Vol. 3), 

and 239 (Vol. 2). Dashed line outlines Cullen-Thompson Motor Company (bottom center). 

Notice the number of auto-related services along Broadway. Source: David Rumsey Map 

Collection. 
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Figure 5. 1929-1930 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, Volume 3, Sheet 225. Dashed line outlines 

Cullen-Thompson Motor Company. Source: David Rumsey Map Collection. 
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Figure 6. Cullen-Thompson Motor Company, circa 1926 floor plans. Source: ñPlans, F.C. 

Cullen Garage, Denver,ò The Architectural Forum 46, no. 3 (March 1927): 242. 
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Figure 7. Cullen-Thompson Motor Company, 1926 illustration. Source: ñChryslerôs Astounding 

Success Made This Building Necessary,ò [Ad], Rocky Mountain News (Denver, CO), March 14, 

1926. 
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Figure 8. Cullen-Thompson Motor Company, 1926 photograph, view northeast. Source: 

ñCullen-Thompson to Occupy New Quarters for its Chrysler Motor Car Agency Today,ò Rocky 

Mountain News (Denver, CO), March 14, 1926. 
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Figure 9. Cullen-Thompson Motor Company, 1926 photograph, view northeast, showing the 

elaborate staircase leading to the mezzanine offices in the front showroom. Source: ñCullen-

Thompson to Occupy New Quarters for its Chrysler Motor Car Agency Today,ò Rocky Mountain 

News (Denver, CO), March 14, 1926. 
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Figure 10. Cullen-Thompson Motor Company, 1926 photograph, view northeast, showing the 

front showroom. Source: ñCullen-Thompson to Occupy New Quarters for its Chrysler Motor Car 

Agency Today,ò Rocky Mountain News (Denver, CO), March 14, 1926. 
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Figure 11. Cullen-Thompson Motor Company, circa 1926 photograph with Chrysler 

Corporation seal, view northeast. Source: Denver Public Library Special Collections, X-23225. 
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Figure 12. Cullen-Thompson Motor Company, circa 1930 photograph, view northeast. Source: 

Denver Public Library Special Collections, X-23818. 
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Figure 13. Cullen-Thompson Motor Company, circa 1930 photograph, view northeast. Source: 

Denver Public Library Special Collections, X-23841. 
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Figure 14. Photographs of Neil R. Cullen (left) and Ward J. Thompson (right). Source: ñCullen-

Thompson Motor Company Takes Over City Agency to Handle Maxwell-Chalmers Cars for 

Mountain States,ò Rocky Mountain News (Denver, CO), December 23, 1923. 
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Figure 15. Photograph of Jules Jacques Benois Benedict. Source: Noel and Norgren, Denver The 

City Beautiful, 188. 

 

 
  



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB Control No. 1024-0018      

 

Cullen-Thompson Motor Company  Denver County, CO 
Name of Property                   County and State 
 

 Sections 9-end  page 48 

 

 

Figure 16. 1437 Cleveland Place, 1925 photograph, view northwest. The Cullen-Thompson 

Motor Company operated from this building (no longer extant) before moving to the subject 

property. Source: Denver Public Library Special Collections, X-23223. 
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Figure 17. Streetscape of Cheyenne Place, circa 1913 photograph, view southeast. Notice the 

Stanley Motor Carriage Co., left. Located near the southeast edge of the central business district, 

this building was a nineteenth-century Italianate commercial block building (no longer extant) 

that the Stanley Motor Carriage Co. likely repurposed for use as a dealership. Source: Denver 

Public Library Special Collections, Z-7572. 
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Figure 18. Chevrolet Motor Company, 1833 Wazee Street, circa 1915 photograph, view 

northwest. Located within the central business district near Union Station, this building was a 

nineteenth- or early-twentieth-century commercial block building (no longer extant) that the 

Chevrolet Motor Company likely repurposed for use as a dealership. Source: Denver Public 

Library Special Collections, X-23835. 
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Figure 19. Automobile Sales Corporation, 1156 Broadway, 1921 photograph, view northeast. 

Extant. Source: ñNew Home of Automobile Sales Corporation,ò Rocky Mountain News (Denver, 

CO), February 6, 1921. 
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Figure 20. Automobile Sales Corporation, 1156 Broadway, view northeast. Extant. Source: 

Google Street View, image capture May 2024, accessed January 27, 2026. 
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Figure 21. Hogle-Allison Motors, Inc., 1278 Lincoln Street, circa 1948-1955 photograph, view 

southeast. Extant. Source: Denver Public Library Special Collections, Z-10196. 
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Figure 22. Hogle-Allison Motors, Inc., 1278 Lincoln Street, view southeast. Extant. Source: 

Google Street View, image capture May 2024, accessed January 27, 2026. 
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Figure 23. Leeman Auto Company Building, 550 Broadway, view southeast. Constructed in 

1932 with an addition in 1934, this building is a good local example of a Great Depression-era 

auto dealership. Note the more streamlined architectural style, single-story massing with an ell 

that historically contained service station bays, and prominent exterior lot (now a patio with 

planters) that historically showcased used cars. Extant, NRHP 2001. Source: Google Street 

View, image capture November 2018, accessed January 27, 2026. 

 

 
  


