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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instrindtiosainRegister Bulletin,
How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Fiframy item does not applo the property being documented, enter
"N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enteegnhesaand subcategories
from the instructions.

1. Name of Property

Historic name:CullenrThompson Motor Company

Other names/site numbe\/A

Name of related multiple property listing

The Architecture of Jules Jacques Benois Benedict in Colorado
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing

2. Location

Street & number1000 Broadway
City or town: DenverState: ColoradoCounty:Denver
Not For Publication n;a Vicinity: | \/a

3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| hereby certify that this X _nomination ___ request for determination of eligibility meets
the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the proprty _X_ meets ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria. |
recommend that this property be considered significant at the following
level(s) of significance:

national statewide X local
Applicable Natonal Register Criteria

A B X C D

Signature of certifying official/Title: Date

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government




United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB Control No. 1024-0018
Cullen-Thompson Motor Company Denver County, CO
Name of Property County and State

In my opinion, the property meets _ does not meet the National Register

criteria.
Signature of commenting official: Date
Title : State or Federal agencydureau
or Tribal Government

4. National Park ServiceCertification

| hereby certify thathis property is:

___entered in the National Register

__determined eligible for the National Register
__determined not eligible for the National Register
___removed from the National Register

__other (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply.)
Private: X

Publici Local

Publici State

Publici Federal

Category of Property
(Check onlyonebox.)

Building(s) X

District
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Name of Property County and State

Site

Structure

Object

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 buildings
sites
structures
objects
1 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Registe®

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions.)

COMMERCE/TRADE: specialty store (auto showroom)/warehouse (automobiles)

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)
VACANT/NOT IN USE
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7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)
20TH CENTURY REVIVALS: Late Gothic Revival

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.)

Principal exterior materials of the property

Roof: SYNTHETICS: Rubber

Walls: TERRA COTTA with STONE: Granite; BRICKCONCRETE
Foundation: CONCRETE
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Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearandeconditiorof the property.Describe
contributing and noncontributing resour@eapplicable Begin witha summary paragraphthat
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its loggerstyle,
method of constructiorsetting, size, and significant featuresdicate whether the property has
historic integrity)

Summary

TheCullenrThompson Motor Companyuilding is located at 1000 Broadway in Denveenver
County,Colorado. Completed in 192i,is a purposduilt auto showroom and dealership
designed by Denvdrased architect Jules Jacques Benois Benedict. It is Gothic Revivakin styl
and features elaboraterra cottacladdingand stained and leaded glass windoliee building
consists of twanternallyconnectedalves with the west (fronthalf containing three stories and
the east (reahalf containing four storieseachhalf has a flat roafThe upper stories of eatlalf
are offset by half a story, designed to accommodate a centrabyatepto facilitate the
movement of automobiles throughout the buildidgjor charactedefining features include
terra cotta claddingith Gothic Revival detailingarge storefront display windowstainedand
leadedglass windowsa large customefadng salesroomopen warehousing space, aftset
floorplateswith a central ramp system.

The CullenThompsorMotor Company buildings significantat the local level under Criterion

C in the area of Architecture under the Mul ti
Architecture of Jules Jacques Benois Benedict
requirements of the MPDF as a commercialding type! The building is alssignificantunder

Criterion C in the area of Architecture as an excellerdl example ofa 1920sauto showroom

and dealershipith limited alterations since its original constructiorrgitains integrity to

convey it sgnificance

Setting and Site

TheCullenThompson Mot or Company theQullehThompgpon ( her eaf t «
buildingb) occupies the parcel at the Avenue athO®&x st c o
Broadway in the Capitol Hill neighborhood of Denver, Denver County, Coloradd-igeess 1-

3). Thebuilding sitsalong the Broadway commerci@brridor, whichcontainsa variety of
commercialmixed-use commercial anesidential, and civic buildindargelyranging in date

from the early twentieth century to the present, aath surface parking lots interspersed

throughoutThe Colorado State Capitol Building and @iGenter Park are four blocks to the

north

IR. Laurie Simmons and Thomas H. Si mmons, AfThe Archit
Col orado, 06 National Register of Historic Places Multipl
2005), F5758.
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TheCullenThompsorb u i | diinrany @west) elevation faces Broadway, which borders the

parcel to the west, while East 10th Avenue borders the parcel to the south. An unnamed alley
borders the parcel to the eastsinglestory, midtwentiethcentury office building occupies the
parcelacross the alleto the eastA fourteenstory, mixeduse commercial and residential

building is under construction on the parcel to the nerth aseparation of approximately ten

feet fromthe CullenThompsorbuildingd s n o r t hA 1891 gag station occupies the
northwest corner of Broadway and East 10th Avenue, whiface parking lots cover the

parcels at the southeast and southwest caorners

TheCullenThompsorbuildingfills its parcelfootprint  The bui |l di ngds pri mar
abuts a wide sidewalk that extends along Broadway, while its south elevation abuts a wide

sidewalk that extends along East 10th Avenue. The east eleviatitstiae unnamed alley, and

the north elevation abuts the property line. A curb cut on Broadway historically led to a garage

door near the north end of the west elevation; the curb cut is extant, but the diveoay

level with the sidewalk. A historicurb cut and driveway lead from East 10th Avenue to a garage

door at the east end of the south elevatiity infrastructure, including contemporary

streetlampsa utility pole,parking meters, and road signage, extends along Broadway and East

10th Avenue

The topography of the parcel slopes up from west to east
Exterior

Form

The CullenThompsorbuildingwas completed in 1926 as a purpbsdt auto showroom and
dealershipThe building has a rectangular plan with a reinforced concrete fiadwonsists of
two internally connectellalves with the west (fronthalf containing three stories and the east
(rear)half containing four stories. The upper stories of daalhare offset by half a story,
designed to accommodate a central ramp systeaciiddte the movement of automobiles
throughout the buildingThe first story extends below grade as the topography slopes up from
west to eastand asmall belowgradebasement ialsoat the northeast corner of the building

The buildingis Gothic Rewal in style and features elaborate white glazed terra cotta cladding
with granite accents on the west (primary) elevation, the west half of the south elevation, and the
westermostbay of the north elevation. Painted brick clads the east half of the alewation
Themajority of theeast (rear) elevation and north elevation east ofvibsternmosterra cotta

clad bay are exposed concrete upper half of the fourth story on the north elevatidikasy
nonoriginalred brick, and the upper half of the fourth story on the east elevationdsiginal

CMU. Portions of the east and north elevations are painted.

Roof

Eachhalf of the buildinghas a flat roof covered with rubber membrane. The west (front) half of
the raof has parapet walls with Gothic Revinaylefinials along the west (front), south, atiek
westernmost bagf the north elevations. Remnants afanoriginalchainlink fence extend
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behind the parapet wall§he east half of the building rises half argttaller than the west half,
with apainted CMUwest elevation. A brick exhaust chimney rises from the northeast airner
the east half

West (Primary) ElevatiorRhotos1-4)

Six bays organize the west elevati@m the first story, each bay containwide, arched
storefront openingzach opening retains original stained glass transom windows that faature
stylized depiction of the winged Chrysléorporationogo (seePhoto 1Q. Nonoriginal
aluminumframe exterior storm windows cover each transbram north to south, bays 1, 3, 4,
and 6 contain nonoriginal aluminuframe storefrontisplaywindows below the original
transoms.

Bay 2 historically contained a vehicular entrance to the interior showroom with a central garage
door, flanking sidelights sapated by terra cotta mullions, and a tripartite transom window with
terra cotta mullions (sdéigures 8, 11, & 1P The current configuration, dating to the 1970s,
retains the original transom and all original terra cotta mullions, with nonoriginal alomin

frame storefront windows filling the garage and sidelight openings. A nonoriginal granite
bulkhead mimicking the adjacent historic bulkheads extends across the historic garage opening.

Bay5 contains the historic and current primary pedestrian enttartbe interiorsalesroom
Historically, this entrance consisted of a sinlglaf door with flankingdisplay windows

separated by terra cotta mullions, topped with an arched tripartite transom window with terra
cotta mullions (se€igures8, 11, & 12). The current configuration, dating to the 197@tains

the original transom with mullionghe lower mullions are no longer extant antbaoriginal
aluminumframe storefront system with two recessed doors and flanking sidelights fills the lower
opening.

On both the second and third stories, each bay contains a grouping of three window openings.
Historically, woodframe leaded glaswindows filled these openings. Secestdry windows
were singlesash windows operable on a central vertical pivot (see sgmondstory window in
Figure 12), while third-story windows were singlsash vertical pivot windows below hopper
sash transoms. Currently, the middle window openings in each bay cootainginal
aluminumframe, singldite windows. The remaining higie windows are rebuilt or reworked.
Original leaded glazing sits monoriginalwood frames, which vary slightly from one another in
profile, configuration, and operabilitfomelites are painted or replacements in a different
colored glassNonoriginalaluminumframe exterior storm windows cover each opening with a
leadedglass window. In addition to the middle windows in each bay, the northern sstwopd
leadedglass window in bay 3 is no longer extant, leaving only the exterior storm within the
openng.

The west elevation features elaborate Gothic Resgiyé elementsarticulated in glazed white
terra cotta with granite detail& low granite water table and granite storefront bulkhexdsnd
along the basé@geearches crown each firstory storefront openin@xtendng upin front of
secondstory spandreland culminating in finials that extend in front of sec@tory window
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openings(seePhoto 4. A decorative string course separates the first and sestorids

spandrels with granitlled quatrefoils ground second and third story window openings, and
granitefilled tracery arches cap thistory window openingd?endant posts extend up from the
spring line of eacfirst-storystorefront opening, withraamental corbels at the imposts, leading
to doublestory pilasters that articulate each bay at the second and third stadd®sally
culminating in elaborate finials that extend above the parapet line. Fidalddle storypilasters
also flank each wmdow opening on the second and third storfédee parapets in bays 1 and 6
extend above those in bay$2creating the appearance of corner towers.

South ElevationWest Half(Photos3 & 5)

Three bays organize the west half of the south elevation, wfircbrs the configuration and
detail of the west elevation. On the first story, each bay contains a wide, arched storefront
opening. From west to east, bays 1 afmh2eoriginal stained glass transom windows with
nonoriginalaluminumframe exterior storrwvindows as well asionoriginalaluminumframe
storefront display windowsStorefrontdisplaywindows in bay 2aveopaque glazingSome
storefront display window lites are missing in bays 1 and 2 and plywood fills the openings.
Nonoriginal aluminurdframetransomstormwindows in bay 3aveopaqueaylazingand the
correspondingnterior wall is furred; it is unknown if the original stained glass transom is extant.
Bay 3 also has nonoriginal aluminemame storefront display windows with opaque glazing and
anonoriginal metal slab pedestrian door.

On both the second and third stories, each bay contains a grouping of three window openings,
matching the configuration of the west elevation. Like the west elevation, the middle window
openings in each bay contaionoriginal, aluminurframe, singldite windows, and the

remaining historic leaded glass windows are rebuilt or reworked and have nonoriginal
aluminumframe exterior storm window3he middle secondtory opening in bay 3 contains a
shorter nonoriginal wmdow below a louvered venih addition to the middle windows in each

bay, the western secostory leadeeylass window in bay 2 is no longer extant, leaving only the
exterior storm within the opening.

Gothic Revival style elements continue across testwalf of the south elevation, matching
those on the west elevation. The parapet in bay 1 extends above those w3berg=afing the
appearance of a corner tower.

South ElevationEast Half{Photos 3 & 3

The east half of the south elevation is mleds formal than the west hdlf retains its original
fenestration pattern witall originalwindow and door openings, bilere is not a strong
articulation offormal bays ora strongelationshipof openings between storidgoughly ten

bays organizehie east halffrom west to east, the first story has small, nonoriginal, aluminum
frame, singldite windows in bays ¥ and two stacked nonoriginal, alumindirame, singldite
windows in bay 5Bays 5-6 areblank.On the second story, a hooded vent fitle opening in

bay 1. Bays 2, 3, and 5 havenoriginal, aluminurrframe, singldite windows Bays 4 and 6are
blank. Another vent fills the opening in béayDue to the slope of the site, the first story extends
below gradeand fenestration in baysX) sit between the first and second stor@sginal
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concrete steps lead to a nonoriginal metal slab door in bay 8, and a garage door opening with a
nonoriginal paneled rolltop door extends across bal3. Both doasin bays 810 open to an
interior ramp that leads to the second story.

On the third storyeach bay has a nonoriginal, alumingr@ame, singldite window; the opening

in bay 10 has a shorter nonoriginal window below a metal panel. The fourth story has seven
nonorignal, aluminumframe, singldite windows; they are evenly spaced along the elevation,
but they do not all align with the bays that roughly organize the first through third stories.

The east half of the south elevation is restrained and nearly devaitbofientA narrow terra

cotta cornice extends along the parapet a terra cotta or stone string course extends below the
fourth-story windows. All window openings hawbeick orterra cottavindowsills; a single
windowsill connects the window openingshiays 23 on the first story andays 13 on the

second and third stories. All masonry except the terra cotta cornice is painted.

East (Rear) ElevatiorPhotos5-6)

Six bays organize the eastelevatdorh e bui | di ngbés firsttstory is |
elevation, and the fourth story has no fenestration on the east ele@tithre second and third
stories, each bayasa wide window openingeach containing an original set of four ganged,
multi-lite, steelframe windows. The middle windows in each lsave operable sashes. Painted
plywood covers the secorstory windowson the exterigrbut all appear to be extatgecond

and thirdstory windows, including glazing, are painted on the inteRoym south to north,
secondstory windows in bays-@ have been modified with nonoriginal vents and conduit, and a
nonoriginal utility box hangs between the second and third stories betweendalke3
secondstory window and window opening in bay 6 has been modifiettcanmodatea
nonoriginalpedestriardoor.

The east elevation is devoid of ornament aside from cast stone windowsills at each window
opening.

North Elevation Photo1)

Six bays organize the north elevation. From west to trefirst story of bay Jorigindly

abutted an adjacent oséory building (se&igure 12); thehistoric abuttingouilding is no longer
extantand the current building to the north does not directly timiCulleAThompson building
leaving the firsistory elevation expose@ainted bk and parged concrete currently clads this
area and a nonoriginal pedestrian opening vatloubleleaf slab door leads to the fistory
interior.

The second and third stories of bay 1 mirror the configuration and ornament of the west
(primary) elevation. On both the second and third stories, bay 1 contains a grouping of three
window openings, matching the configuration of the west elevation. There#sirdstory

leaded glass window is no longer extant, leaving an opening boarded with plywood. Plywood
covers all other windows on the exterior, and the corresponding interior walls on the second and
third stories are furred, but all other leaded glaisglows appear to be extant although rebuilt or
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reworked. Gothic Revival style elements continue across the second and third stories of bay 1,
matching those on the west elevation. Some elements are missing, including part of the western
pilaster, elemestabove the third story windows, and the eastern pilaster finial. The parapet in
bay 1 extends above those in bay®, 2reating the appearance of a corner tower.

The first story has no fenestration in b&y8. On the second and third storiesys2-6 each
havea wide window openingBay 4 on the second story and b&/and 5Son the third story
appear taetain original ganged, muilite, steelframe windows, matching those on the east
(rear) elevation. Windows iall other bays do not appear toddant. Plywood and/or tyvek
wrap coversecondstorywindow openings ifbays 25 and thirdstory window openings in bays
2 and 45. CMU infills secondand thirdstory window openings in bay Bany of these
corresponding interior walls are furrethe faurth story has seven window openings; they are
evenly spaced along bays64CMU infills all of these openings and the corresponding interior
walls are furred.

Bays 26 on the north elevation are devoid of ornament aside from cast stone windowsills at the
fourth-story window openings.

Interior

The first story of the west (front) hgPhotos 710) historicallyhousedhe customefacing
salesroormand offices An eastwest partition walbriginally dividedthis area into two main
spacegseeFigures 56); this wall was removed at an unknown d#&tenonoriginal square

shaped airlock vestibule extends ittie space from the primary entrance near the south end. A
mezzanine level extends acrossehst (rear) portioof the west halfspanning from the sdut
elevation to the location of tHermereastwest partition. Agrand, Fshapedcast stone and
terrazzostair near the south epdovidesaccess to the mezzanine level. Tilezzanine contains
largely nonoriginal partitioning, and the original partiticetween the staircase and the east half
of the first story was removed at an unknown date Rggpere 9. Original partitioning beneath

the mezzanine that once separated the east and west halves of the first story was also removed at
an unknown date.

As the customefacing salesroom, the west half of the front story is the most sspate in the
building. Originally, ceilings and walls wengchly painted and decorated (deigures 910).
Theywere painted a solid white at an unknown datelnonorigiral furring covergportions of
the north and south elevatiomistoric ceramic tile covers the floonsth nonoriginal carpet in
the airlock vestibuleThe space retains large, ornhtstoricchandeliers.

Historic plaster remains on the groin vault abthesstairdeading to the mezzaninthis area

has decorative paint, but it appears nonoriginal. The stair and mezzanine retain cast stone railings
and balustrades with some nonoriginal secondary railiNgsin the mezzanine, nonhistoric

dropped ACT coersconcreteceilings anchonhistoric hardwood and carpet covers concrete

floors. Some leaded glass doors are embedded into nonhistoric partitioning; these may be
portions of the doorwithin theformerfirst-story easivest wall (sed-igure 10.

Section7 pagel0



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB Control No. 1024-0018
Cullen-Thompson Motor Company Denver County, CO
Name of Property County and State

Theremainder of the building, including the first story of the @asir)half andthe upper

stories of both halves, were historicathpre utilitarian The first story of the east half housed
usedcardepartmentwhile the second stogccommodatednauo repair shop, accessible

directly from East 10th Street through a garage opening at the east end of the south elevation (see
Figure 6. The upper stories, as well as the roof of the west half, wereasaaetbmobile

warehousing.

Theseareadargely reain theiroriginal expansive, open configuratioromeareas have
nonoriginal partitioningprimarily along theperimeter of thdirst storyof thewesthalf andon
the fourth story{Photo 1§, which currently containsdividual roomsarranged alondgouble
loadedcorridors. The second storyPhotos 1113) and third storyPhotos 1418) of both halves
remainpredominatelypen.

Finishes within the first story of the east half and the upper stories of both Wwahessriginally
industrial and utilitaanin characterHistoric finishesncludeexposed concrete ceilings,
exposed brick and concrete walls, and concrete floors. Ceilings and walls are painted, and
nonoriginal furring covers portions of the perimeter walls. Painted drywall, painted horizontal
wood planks, and wood paneling covers nonhistoric partitioning. Nonhistmawood and

carpet covers the concrete floors in some areas.

The central ramp sy, consisting of concrete ramps with low concrete cheek walls that
connect each storis one of the primary charactdefining features throughout the buildirig
remains the only circulation path connecting all main stories of the building. Nonhietteat
railings currently sit atop the cheek walksd nonhistoric wood and metal railings fill gaps
surrounding the ramps between the two halves.

A concretestaircase leads to the small basement at the northeast corner of the bwihiithg
has concret ceilings, walls, and floors, as well as some nonoriginal plywood and wire
partitioning.

Alterations

Overall,the CullenrThompsorbuilding has experienced relatively few alteratioAtterations
that have occurred are typical of historic buildings t@ate changed to accommodate different
uses ovetime.

Exterior alterations includeeplacement storefront display windowlse replacement of some
leaded glass windows, with the remaining leaded glass windows rebuilt or reworked;
replacement windows on the east half of the south elevation; and the infill of window openings
on the north elevation. Brick masonry on the east hatli@touth elevation has been painted,

and portions of the concrete north and east elevations are also painted. The demolition of an

ACutTlheoompson to Occupy New Quarters for its Chrysler
News (Denver, CO), March 14, 1926.
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adjoining onestory building along the north elevation exposed unfinished brick and concrete
walls, and the upper portion§the fourthstory walls on the east and north elevations have been
rebuilt.

Interior alterations includthe removal of an eastest partition in the west half of the first story
and covered decorative painted finishes in the-§itsty salesroonSomenonoriginal

partitioning has been added, primarily in the east half of the first story and on the fourth story,
and some nonoriginal finishes have been installed, such as furred perimetandaispet.

Alterations do not prevent the building from ceming its significance as a Benedaxsigned

1920s auto showroom and dealership. The building retasrscterdefining features such as
overall massing, terra cotta claddwgh elaborate Gothic Revivaltyledetailing fenestration
patterns, stainedags storefront transoms featuring the Chrysler Corporation logo, open interior
spaces, anthecentral ramp system.

MPDF Registration Requirements

The CullenThompsorbuilding meets all registration requirements of the Multiple Property
Documentation Fon (MPDF)AT he Ar chi t ecture of Jul es Jacque:
Under the MPDF, it is eligible as a commercial buildimgperty type® As noted in thaVIPDF
registration requirements, ARel atively few co
designed by J.J.B. Benedict and fewer still survive, lending additional significance to existing

e x a mp*TheGulledr Thompsorbuilding meets all registration requirements for the

commercial building property type:ig located within Coloradat was originally constructed

and used for a commercial purpogayas constructed between 1909 and 184i2,an original

design of Benedict, aritlpossessésitegrity to convey its significance.

Integrity

The CullenThompsorbuilding retains integrityto convey its significancender CriteriorC:
Architecture as the work of architect Jules Jacques Benois Benad&t the Multiple Property
Document at i on ThE ArchitectrdPJIDIEs)Jacdues Benois Benedict in Colgrado
as well asunder Criteion C: Architecture asnexcellent local example ofE20sauto

showroom and dealership.

It occupies its originadbcationat the corner of Broadway and East 10th Avenile its

integrity ofsettinga | ong t he stretch of Broadway historic
automobile ronhas beesomewhatffected bythe demolition oimanyhistoric auterelated

resources, it is still clearly situated within a commercial corridor thatasby but not diretly

within, Denver 6s hi s fThebuilding retaims integrity afdsignanid n e s s d i
materials including its original scale and massietgborate Gothic Revivatyle terra cotta

35Si mmons and Simmons, fAThe Architecture 68 Jules Jacgq
“Si mmons and eSiAmntomist,e citTunr e of Jules Jacques Benois B
5Si mmons and Si mmons, fAThe Architecture 68 Jules Jacgq
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cladding,fenestration patterns, stained glass storefranisom windows featuring the winged
ChryslerCorporationlogo, interior central ramp system, aaden interior space$Vorkmanship
is evident in the buildingbs t er r andcemforted
concrete constructiof.he CullenThompsorbuildingis able to effectively communicate the
feelingandassociatiorof a1920sauto showroom and dealership withetaborate Gothic
Revival style, wide storefront windows designed to showcase cars within the saleszota,
ramp system, and open interior spaces.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or mordoxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register

listing.)

A.

Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history.

. Property is associated with the livéfigpersons significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values,
or represents a significant and distinguishablgyewhose components lack
individual distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or
history.

Criteria Considerations

( Mar k

A.

B.

Axo in all the boxes that apply.)
Owned by a religioumstitution or used for religious purposes

Removed from its original location

. A birthplace or grave

. A cemetery

A reconstructed building, object, or structure

A commemorative property

. Less than 50 years old or achievsignificance withirthe past 50 years
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Name of Property

Ar eas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions.)
ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance
1926

Significant Dates
1926 (initial construction)

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)
N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Jules Jacques Benois Benedict (architect)
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Statement of Significance

Summary
(Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significappéicable criteria
justification for the period of significance, and any applicable criteria considerations.

The CullenThompson Mot or Cthe@GpllanvTyomiisortiuildiigo h g ( ®cat ed
1000 Broadway in Denver, Denver County, Colorado, is locally significant @rierion C in

the area of ArchitectureundertheMu | t i pl e Property Documentati on
Architecture of Jul es Jacliqneatssall régestraion s Benedi ct
requirements for significance under the MPDF as a commercial buildingyaiplifies

B e n e dchacattéristiperiod evival stylistic vocabulary anaflectshis Ecole des Beaux

Arts training Additionally, the MPDF notes théte CullenThompsorbuildingisfit he onl vy
known commercial building that Benedict designed, as opposed to remodeled, that is still

s t a n thiouglguat the state of Colorado, increasing its significance as a representation of
Benedi ct%ltéssherefare significant under CriterioniCthe area oArchitecture as the

only known extant original, purpod®riilt commercial work of Benedict as a ster architect. It

is also significant under Criterioni@ the area oArchitecture for its high artistic value and as a
significant example of Benedictds use of Goth
Ecole des BeauArts training.

The CullenThompsorbuilding is also significant undériterion C in the area of

Architecture as an excellent example ofl820sauto showroom and dealershis the
automobile industry expanded during the early twentieth century, pubpdsauto showrooms
anddealerships emerged advertise and sell to an increasingly alattused society. As the
industry flourished into the 1920s, dealessnmissionedrchitects to design highly decorated
commercial palacesesulting in exceptionally lavish dealershipehe Cullen-Thompson
building, designedn the mid1920sby architectJules Jacques Ben@&nedictasan elaborate
Gothic Revivalstyle dealership, is an excellent local example of the property type.

TheCulleArThompson buil di ngds eesliagino rraetfel eGoott sh i BEe nReedvii
architectural signature as well as the growth and stylistic expression of théneantieth

century auto industry. The Culléfhompson building retains integrity and clearly communicates

its historic function and significance aBenedictdesigned 1920s auto showroom and

dealershipThe period of significance, 1926, corresponds with the date of construction.

Development of Auto Showroorg/Dealershipsin the United States

When automobiles first emergadthe United States near the end of the nineteenth cethesy
were largely viewed as novelties for the wealthy rather dsarpracticalmethodof

5Si mmons and Si mmons, fAThe Architectures8of Jules Jacgq
" Chester H. Liebsylain Street to Miracle Mile: American Roadside Architect(ligtle, Brown and Company,
1985), 8183.
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transportation, and production and sales remaingitel 8 Livery stables, carriage shops, and
manufacturers themselvastially sold cars as specialty itemshile blacksmiths or private
chauffeurs managed repaiktowever, a rapid growth in popularity, combined with the
introduction of the masgroduced Model T in 1908, quickly overwhelmed existgomobile
retail facilities?® At the turn of the centurgnly arouncdeight thousandehicleswere registered
throughait the United States; by 1910, registrations had risen to nearly 478 Bactory
expansios to meet demanequiredconsiderableapital and in responseyanufacturers
increasinglysoldvending rights taledicatedocal autodealershipsestablished bgntrepreneurs
seeking opportunities in the growiagtomobileindustry!

Some earlyautodealersadapted existingommerciabuildings often those already dedicated to
other forms of transportatierelated retail and those that had already been sellitogrebiles in
limited quantities, such as livery stables, carriage shops, and bicycle Blamysothes chosdo
construct new buildingspecifically to accommodate their novel businesidesvever the

earliest purposéuilt dealerships were stilypically located withinestablishedommercial
districts andargelyblended with their surroundingshese building$ollowed the traditional
relatively restrainedne to threepart commercial block styl@lthough storefronvindowswere
oftenlargerto better display the oversized merchandise within.

The automobile industry continued to experience rapid expansion throughout the 1910s and
1920s. From just under hafmillion registrationsationwidein 1910,vehicleregistrations rose
to 9.3 millionin 1920 and surpassed 26.7 million by 1928h over half of United States
households owning a c&tBy the end of the 1920s, auto manufacturing was the largest industry
in the United Stateas measureby number of employees, amount of materials consljraed
product value¢** As the industry surged, manufacturers competed for consumdesstriving to
project an image dfredibility, quality, and luxuryand auto showrooms became strategic sites
of advertising and industry promotiofilthough sales were largely delegated to independent
local dealershipdargemanufacturersuch as Studebaker, Packard, and kwrkasingly

shaped retail operations through ttesign anaonstruction of model showroomshich
exemplified preferred degms for purposéuilt dealershipsThese manufacturers hired
prominentarchitects to meticulously desighowroons tailoredto accommodate automobile
display, sales, and service functions while also serving as visually impressive and attractive
commercialstatus symbol¥

8 Michael L. BergerThe Automobile in American History and Culture: A Reference G@deenwood Press,
2001), xvi.

9 Liebs,Main Street to Miracle Mile75.

10 Not all states adopted a mandated, centralized registration system at the same time; these numbers are
approxi mate and may not fully reflect the total number
Cooni al Times to 19700 (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Bureau o

11 Berger,The Automobile in American History and Cultugs.

121 jebs,Main Street to Miracle Milg7576.

BAHi storical Statistics of the United BeAuomashie Col oni a
in American History and Culturex.

14 Berger,The Automobile in American History and CultLxe.

15 iebs,Main Street to Miracle Milg75.
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Departing from traditional commercial block designs, model showradtes emulatedrand

office buildings, banks, and railroad depotsonveystature and prestig&xteriors were highly
ornamentegdreflectingpopular revival styles such @assical, Spanish, and Gothic Revivals

and featured large display windowsebdhibitautomobiles insiddnterior salesroomgere also
heavily opulent, featuring coffered and vaulted ceilings, grand staircases, fireplates,
fountains.Beyond the salesrooms, model showrooms were more utilitarian in character but
showcased advanced building technologies, including reinforced concrete frames that provided
increased fire protection and accommodatedsfaEe and load requmentsfor automobiles,

parts inventorigsandrepair shops®

These modeshowrooms became the standarddotodealerships across the counfyompting

the construction dfiundreds of lavish dealerships throughoutl#e1910s and 19208ealers,
whether they were located in urban or rural areas and whether they sold expensive or more
utilitarian carsjncreasingly engaged architects to desigihly decoratedlealerships inspired

by these models in order to projéiceir ownstatus, prospity, and commercial succe$sAs
dealers began pouring money into their buildirigey alsdbeganto seek more space at a lower
cost, andhusbegan constructing their new dealerstsjightly outside of established central
business district®ealershig, as well as gas and service stations, garages, and manufacturing
plants,often placed their neautorelated businesse®xt to one another, creatimdatbecame
knownasiaut omob®l e rows. 0

The era obpulentauto dealershigpended with the onset of the Great Depresdtemwer new
dealerships were constructed overall, and those that were adopted simpler, more streamlined,
singlestory designs with smaller salesrooms and more prominent service departments and used
car lots, relecting the sharp decline in nevar sales and the growth of useat sales and repair
needsWorld War Il further stalled newar sales and dealership development as new car
production and nonessential construction ced$Edllowing the war, peatip demad and

economic growth fueled a boom in auto satesl dealers and manufacturers focused on
modernizatiorf® Postwar auto dealerships continued to prioritize sistgey buildings with

large exterior lots, and urban dealerships in particular moved friainlished automobile rows

to more expansiveuburban site&. By the late twentieth century, new dealerstipd their

exterior lots grew considerably in size dgically locatedalong new highwayand interstates

on the outskirts ofities and townsManyearlierauto dealerships fell vacamtere converted

into new uses, avere demolished

16 Liebs,Main Street to Miracle Milg79.

17 Liebs,Main Street to Miracle Mile81-83.

18 Liebs,Main Street to Miracle Milg83.

19 Liebs,Main Street to Miracle Mile86-87.

20 Berger,The Automobile in American History and Cultuxsiv.
21 Liebs,Main Street tdVliracle Mile, 88-90.

22 Liebs,Main Street to Miracle Milg92-93.
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Development ofAuto Showrooms/Dealershipsn Denver

Denver was firsestablishedn the 1850s at the confluence of the South Platte River and Cherry
Creek in preserdlay central Coloradby gold-seeking White colonizer§hearea was already
home to the&Cheyenne andrapaho( Tsi st si st a,whoehaddkettlethatemithe 60 e i )
mid-eighteenth century after being forcibly displaced from thisitoricalhomelands in the

Great Lakes region by earlier waves of White westward expariSatiowing White discovery

of gold in presentlay Coloradohowever White colonizers anthe United $ates government
violently pressured th€heyenne anérapahoto renegotiateexistingtreatiesand cede their land

in the South Platte and Cherry Creek river valleyglmanyCheyenne and Arapaho in the area
relocated taeservations itOklahoma? Following forced removabf the Cheyenne and

Arapahq Denverformally incorporated in 1861 ardterbecame the state capital of Colorado

By the end of the nineteenth cent wenwer Denvero
continued to grow during thearly twentieth century, reaching a population of nearly 288,000 by
19302

Like cities and towns across the country, Denver developed a robostahikeeconomy during
the early twentieth centunputomobiles appeared in Denver as early as 1895, assehhlyi
hobby enthusiasts using materiglgh as repurposed wagon hdzsycle wheelsand makeshift
batteries’® The earliestdocumented arrival of manufactured automobila Denverdates to
early1899,when a residerttad one shippefiiom a manufacturer based in Connectiéut.
Automabiles remained eelativerarity in Denver at the turn of the century, with only ninety
automobiles registered throughout the entire state of Colandd#0Q?’ However they steadily
gained popularitpverthe early twentieth centuryith around5,220 vehiclesregistered in
Denver by 1910 an80,000 registered by 1938.

The number of auteelatedbusinesses Denver explodedsmanufacturing plants, gas and
service stationggaragesand dealershipsapitalizedon the growingautoindustry.Following the
national pattern of development, eaaiytorelatedbusinesses Denverlocated withinthe

central business distriabrthwest of the State Capitmhdoccupiedraditionalcommerciablock
buildings (sed-igures17 & 18). As the auto industry grew, more businesses began to cluster on
and aroundroadwaythroughthe Capitol Hill neighborhoodan area thategan to develop

23 Noel, Mile High City, 11, 2623.

“Campbell Gibson and Kay Jung, f#fHistorical Census St g
and By Hispanic Origin, 1970t0 1990, For Lafgé t i es and Ot her Ur ban Pl aces in t
Bureau, 2005), Table 6.

®Beaghler, AAutomobile-Manufacturing in Denver, o 2

®Steven L. Beaghl er, AAut omobil e Manufacturing in Der
Denver, 1989 2.

iMot or Vehicle Regi40p0a8bi 6fRedeBwl SHagbwayl8@tinistr e
MV -201.

2Ryan Keeney, fAThe History of DerverUbaniénsAugBst 9, 2087t;car s ano
Noel and NorgrerDenver: The Qy Beautiful and Its Architect436.
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following the construction of the State Capitol building in 189By 1910,while plenty of aute
related businesses westll located within the central business distrigtpadway waslready
colloquiallyk n o wn a s fiaRaemobilezow.0’SBy the early 193Qsautorelated businesses
occupied nearly the entire stretch of Broadwagween 14tland 1stAvenues (the 1930 Sanborn
Map inFigure 4demonstrates the density of augbated businesses around the Cullen
Thompson building specifically}

Auto dealershipgonstuctedon and aroundBroadwayin the mid to late 1910s and 1920sre

highly ornamente@ndoftenarchitectdesigneda reflection of both theubstantial capital

circulating within the auto industgndthe effort dealersndertookto attract customeris an

increasingly competitive marketplagelin addition tothe Cullen-ThompsorMotor Company

building, the Automobile Sales Corporatidsuilding at 1156 Broadway (extant, deigures19

& 20) andthe HogleAllison Motors, Inc buildingat 1278 Lincoln Street (extant, Séigures21

& 22) are good local examples of this propertytgpe e e A Compari son Propert
more information on these properdies

The onset of the Great Depression had a pronounced impact on Denver, gnittudirto

industry and itmarked arendto theconstruction of the large, opulent dealerships that had
characterized the late 1910s and 1920s. As new car sales deddiakuiships that were
established during the 1930s increasingly emphasizedaasddts and service departments
rather tharmulti-story buildings an@xpansivenew-carsalesroom spac&he Leeman Auto
Company building at 550 Broadway (extant, NRHP 2088 good local example of this shift in
dealership property typseeFigure 23).23 In the decades that followed, particularly durthg
postWorld War Il automobile boongealershipsind other businesses increasingly located
larger lots orthe outskirs of the city. As a result, Broadway gradually lost its concentration of
autorelated businesse8 number ofbuildings were demolisheshd replaced with larger
commercial and residential buildings and parking, lalhoughsomeolder auterelated
buildingsstill remain3

The Cullen-Thompson Motor Company
The CullenThompson Motor company was established in 1923 by auto dealers Neil R. Cullen

and Ward J. Thompson (sEgures 14 & 15.3° Cullen, originally from Muscatine, lowajoved
to Denver in1916 following his brother Frank GCullen F.C. Cullerhadmoved tathe cityin

®ACapitol Hill Neighborhood History, o Denver Public L
https://history.denverlibrary.org/neighborhebidtory-guide/capitohill-neighborhooehistory.

30 Noel and Norgen,Denver: The City Beautiful and Its ArchiteclsS6.

S Nancy L. Widmann, fdLeeman Auto Company Building, 0 Nz&
Form (National Park Service, 2001), 8:8.; Noel and Norddemyver: The City Beautiful and Its étritects 136.

32 Noel and NorgrerDenver: The City Beautiful and Its ArchiteclsS6.

3¥See Widmann, fALeeman Auto Company Building. o

34 Noel and NorgrerDenver: The City Beautiful and Its ArchitectsS7.

357 C u FThaenpson Motor Company Takes Over Citgelcy to Handle MaxwelChalmers Cars for
Mount ai nRoky Motneaim NewWsDenver, CO), December 23, 1923.; A0l c
J u b i Deaver,PostJuly 29, 1962.
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1912and founded the Automobile Sales Corporation, a Studebaker dealership at 1515 Cheyenne
Place (no longer extan®fter moving to DenverlNeil Cullenbriefly served as secretary of the
National Insurance Qopanyof Coloradobeforejoining as manager of theutomobile Sales
Corporatior®® Thompson, originally from Carroll, lowa, moved to Denver in 18tdjoined

the Automobile Sales Corporatias a bookeeper’” In 1923, Neil Cullen and Thompson
establishedheir own auto dealershithe Cullenr Thompson Motor Compangt 1437 Cleveland

Place (no longer extant, segure 16), which specialized in MaxwedndChalmers

automobiles®

In March1924, he CulleaThompson Motor Company became the first dealership in Denver to
display and offefor salethe new Chrysler Six automobiles manufactured by the Maxwell Motor
Company?® The Chrysler Six models were remarkably successful, avign32,000 units sal
nationwide by the end of the yearnew recoréh the industry for a newutomobilemodel?® In

the wake of this succegbe Maxwell Motor Company reorganized as the Chrysler Corporation
in Junel925 andCullen and Thompsoquickly began plans for the developmentafew
Chryslerdealership at 1000 Broadwayhich completed construction in March 2026

The CullenThompson Motor Company operated from 1000 Broadway for tke@tyen years.

Cullen and Thompson jointly managedthebessns unt i | Thompsonds deat h
Cullen continued to manage the business alone until closing in*d868.1 | owi ng t he con
closure, the building housed several different Chrysler dealerships throughout the 1960s,

including FarlaneBuell, Inc., Downtown Chrysler Plymouth and Imperial, and Queen City
ChryslerPlymouth®® In 1971, the Gart Bros. Sporting Goods Company purchased the property

and adapted itforuseasalagge al e sporting goods retail dest
central ramp system were repurposed as miniature ski slopes, and tennis and basketball courts

were installed on the roof. Gart Bros. became a Denver institution, colloquially referred to as

%fiNei | R .MusCatife DoarnajMuscatine, 1A), July 1, 1980ii Ne i | R .RockyMountaim News
(Denver, CO), Jul y 2RockyMo8nfain New@énvea 6®), Jihe 20C1A47.1 en, 0O

S“iwar d J. TRdcky MpustaimNew®enver, CO), February 26, 1954.

38 Although newspaper articles and other werithistories from approximately the 1960s onward state that the
CullenrThompson Motor Company was established by Neil Cullen, Ward Thompson, as well as F.C. Cullen,
research into newspaper articles and other accounts from the 1920s, along with evitlenéeitfmobile Sales
Corporationé6s continued operati on either oiningalty involvedorl 920s, s |
not involved in the establishment or operation of the Ctlldno mpson Mot or <ClomgseaMgtor A Cul | e
Company Take®ver City Agency to Handle MaxweC h al mer s Car s for Mountain State

®fANew Chrysl er Si Rockg kauntain Newierver,iICQ)eMarclh 2, 1924.

“YAFirst Birthday of Chrysler Observed by Local Dealer
1925.; Richard M. Langwortii,he Complete History of Chrysler Corporation, 192985 (Publications
International, Ltd., 1985), 28 9 . ; D. C. Hamembmdr sid&wM&x we | Chalmddse c ame Chr )
Automobile Newsletted, no. 1 (March 2004): 3.

41 Langworth,The Complete History of Chrysler Corporatj@0.

2iwWard J. Tho mps onRocky Modnkaie News;R .fi PFCiud nleeenr, o0Car Deal er ship
FarlandB u e IDényedPostOctober 13, 1963.

“®APioneer Car Deal e-Bsél p. 8o uibeé a bRpckfMpuntpia Ne@®éhteg n ge, 0
co) , February 27, 1966.; fSomet hi nigernwontaid gewishiNewsHas Happ
Denver, CO), April -RI2y md®téle . D e dINe ReckgiMouptsin New@enver d , 0
CO), May 25, 1967.

Section8 page21



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB Control No. 1024-0018
Cullen-Thompson Motor Company Denver County, CO
Name of Property County and State

ASports Castle, 0 which the c¢ Q00B &artyBros. mergach | | vy t
with Sports Authority, Inc. Following bankruptcy, the company closed its Denver location in
2016, and th€ullen Thompson Motor Company buildirigas been vacant sinté.

The Cullen-Thompson Motor Company Building

CriterionC:Ar chi tecture, AThe Architecture of Jul es
TheCulleArThompson Mot or Cthe@pllanfTiyompsoribuildithgo vas ( A

completedn 1926for the CullenThompson Motor Comparfyy.As wastypical of dealership

ownersin the 1920sCullen and Thompsohiredan architecto desigran impressivéiew

buildingfor their businessAs t h e M Rrbhitectir@ohleles Jacques Benois Benedict in

C o | o rdambwostrateBenedictdesigned few commercial buildings throughowt ¢areerbut

he had become well known the 1910s and early 1920s for bBlaborateperiod revival designs

for civic, religious,and residential building® His lavish Gothic Revivatlesign for Cullen
Thompsonwhich uses stylistic vocabulary more commonly associatedrelithousand

institutional architecturegflects his characteristic approach to desidre buildingfeatures

primary elevations completely clad in white glazed terra celédorate stairteglass storefront

transoms and leaded glass windoaswell agypical elements of Gothic Revival style,

including a strong vertical emphagminted arcks quatrefoil and tracery ornamentation, and
decorativeinials, all of which contribute tarich, architecturally expressivdesign consistent

with Benedi ct 6s THeMRD§ motes thmBullenThompsow girt kh.e onl vy

known commercial building that Benedict designed, as opposed to remodeled, that is still

s t a n thiouglgoat the statof Coloradgpincreasing its significancas a representation of

Benedi c.t lbadso apmearkto be the odyownautorelated building that Benedict

designed?®

In early March 1926, Walter P. Chrysler, founder of the Chrysler Corporation, visged t

building asconstruction crewsorkedto completsts final details and he CullenrThompson

Motor Company held its grand opening two weeks f&tér a newspaper advertisement
announcinghe eventthecompany articulated the design intent of boéding, statingh at A i n
designing it we were guided by a desire to give Chrysler cars a home in thorough keeping with
their high quality of perfor manX€MNewspdperauty of

“Sophie Goodman, dAWhat Wb280(DedercCOMprilalf, 20B6port scastl e?o0
https://5280.com/whauill -becomeof-sportgastle/.
47 Cu FThanpson Motor Company Takes Over City Agency to Handle Max@ledlmers Cars for

Mount ai nRoky Motneaim NewWsDenver, CO), December 23, 1923.; A0l c
J u b i Deever,PostJuly 29, 1962.
®Simmonsand Si mmons, fAThe Architecture of Jules Jacques
“Si mmons and Si mmons, fAThe Architecture of Jules Jacc
®Si mmons and Si mmons, fiThe Archictecimr@obdr dddes Hatt
®AiHead of Chrysler Motor Comp an RockyMsuntairsNev@envgr, Backs /
co) , Mar ch 3;Thbhh6e.o;n ft @ulOcerupy New Quarters for its Ch

Rocky Mountain News (Dermr, CO), March 14, 1926.
YA Chrysl erdos Astounding Succes RockyMduatairMewdenveruCO), di ng Ne
March 14, 1926.
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coverage of the openimaised h e b u i probablythe most bedutiful as well as modern
of its kind in the West, combining a host of practical features with Gothic architecture which
provides something entirely new in the way of desijn.

Criterion C: Architecture, 1920s Auto Showroom and DehlprBroperty Type

In addition toreflectingB e n e ddesigh serssibilities, Cullelhompsons highly

representativef the 1920s autshowroom and dealershipoperty typeProminently located on

a corner par catbémolalérawntiebulllmgivlage ) scale and characterized

by elaborate architectural detailing intended to attract customers and convey company strength
and prestige. Its wide storefront openings allow clear visibility into the salesdasignedo
prominently displst automobiledo passersby, and stained glass transom windows featuring the
winged logo of the Chrysler Corporatiatesigned by the Denvbased Watkins Stained Glass
Studio,explicitly identify thepurposebuilt function of the building andeinforceindustry and
brandaffiliation. Th e bui | di n g 6stothg mteriords&esrooménightfeatardlarge
chandelierstile floors,and a grand staircase leadingatmezzanie enclosed by decorative
balustradesAlthough no longer extant, historic plographs and newspaper descriptions
documer;t an elaborately painted ceilthgt added to the opulence of the showrgsegFigures

9 &10).°

Also characteristiof 1920sauto showrooms and dealershiipgerior spaces beyond the front

showroom are more utilitarian in character. Teagpwcase the advancemenbaflding
technologiesparticularly reinforced concrete constructiaich makes possibleexpansive,

open floorplates withelatively fewstructual coumnsThe bui |l di ngds concrete
engineeredo accommodat¢he display, storage, amdtculationof automobilesvhile providing

the structural capacity to support their substantial weight. The central ramp sybiem,

facilitatesthe circultion ofautomobilegrom the street to the roof level, further demonstrates

the buildingdbs specialized function.

Comparison Properties

As noted in the MPDF, Cullemhompson is the only known extant commercial building
designed by Benedict throughout gtate. Additionally, it appears to be the only known auto
related building that Benedict desigmédConsequently, there are no close or directly
comparable examples of Beneditdsigned buildings, either in Denver or elsewhere in the state.
There were, hoever, many auto dealershigsd showroomsonstructedn Denverduring the
1920s While relatively few remain extanthe Automobile Sales Corporatitilding and the
Hogle-Allison Motors, Inc. buildingare both good extant examplegioé property typén

addition to CulleAThompson.

%A Cu lTlheoompson to Occupy New Quarters for its Chrysler
52 Cu FThampsontoOccyp New Quarters for its Chrysler Motor Ca
Si mmons and Si mmons, fAThe Architecture of 55.ules Jacoc
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Automobile Sales Corporation (1156 Broadwiaigiures19 & 20)

The Automobile Sales Corporation was first es

C. Cullen.The company initially located at 1515 Cheyenne Placéofmgerextant)before
relocating to 1156 Broadway in 1921The building alsdaterhoused the Van Dyke Motor Go.
Marcus Motors, Inc.and Capital Chevroléf.

Designed by J.M. Hydeand completedi 1921 the building rigs three storiesnd has steel and

concrete construction withh combination of Classical and Gothic Revival styfedulti-colored

glazed terra cotta clads the primary elevation, which also features large, arched window openings
and a crenelated parapeth gr aved pl aques reading AFRANKLI No
storefront windows clearlg d v er t i s e t he Alhistorit photayrgpih showsarched s e .
storefront transoms with stained or leaded glassvell as stained ordded glass upper story
windows;panels currently cover the transom area and it is unknown if historic transoms are

extant beneatrand current storefront display and upper story windows are nonhistoric
replacementsThe roof has also been modified andésed, with a stucco wall slightly visible

behind the parapet.

Hogle-Allison Motors, Inc. {278Lincoln StreetFigures 21 & 22

Hogle-Allison Motors, Inc. was first established1824by William M. Hogle and Herbert M.
Allison. Both Hogle and Allison lhworked ata manufacturing plaritefore forming their own
auto dealership, which they located a block east of BroadwEg78t_incoln Streef’ The
building also later housed the James Motor&wml Denver Auto Tectf

Designed by Denver architects William E. Fisher and Arthur A. Fisher and completed in 1924,
the building rises two storiesasbrick andconcrete constructiorand is Gothic Revival in

style>® Brick and cast stone clads the exterior, which is currenthytgh The building features
large, arched storefront openings and large, rectangular setmydvindow openings; stained
glass transom windows are extant and storefront display and sstoopdvindows are

nonhistoric replacementBinialed pilasters dearcate bays on the primary elevation, and
crenelated parapessirround the roofA historic photograph shows an elaborate door surround
on the primary entrance; this is no longer extant.

Fr ank C.RouMoln@minNessDenver, CO), June 20, 19l4s7.; T#fNew
Co r p o r Rocky Mauntain New®enver, CO), February 6, 1921.
“fiStudebaker Begins a RoekyMduntan NeviDerver, CQ) Jare 8Q, 1829[; Ad . ] ,

iMarcus Motors Wil | Rdgky#MountairbNewsd edtvied e b £kOgr, s  Apr i | 5, 193
Chevrolet to Open At RotkyWountairNen@®eover, CO) DatobeNg 2965. 0O
%fiNew Home of Automobile Sales Corporation. o

5"fi H o gAllisen Motors Inc., Formed to Handle Dodge CarsinDenveraldf/a cent Counties of C
Rocky Mountain New®enver, CO), April 20, 1924.

fiJames Mot oRocky Mountdin Newsdbelnver, CO), January 13, 1933.;
[Ad.], Rocky Mountain New®enver CO), August 15, 1964).

59 Noel and Norgen,Denver: The City Beautiful and Its ArchitectsS6.
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Conclusion

The CullenThompson Motor Company building is locaflignificant under Criterion @ the

area ofArchitectureunder the Multiple Property Documentation FQiPDF)A T h e
Architecture of Jul es Ja agbotesrar&semivong sommBeeciale d i c t
work designedy Benedict anéisan excellent example of a purpdseailt 1920sauto showroom

and dealershiplhe period of significance is 1926, its date of construction.
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A C u FThampson Motor Company Takes Over City Agency to Handle Max@ledlimers

Car s f or Mo Rotky MountainS\eviterver,. CO), Decembe321923.
ACulTlheoompson Co. t dRockyoMountaib Neww®enver @O), July 28,
1962.
Cu tTlTheoompson to Occupy New Quarters for its
Rocky Mountain New®enver, CO)March 14 1926.

=]

ADeal er s hi Rocky MouttdinaNevzenver, CO), February 27, 1966.

ADenver Used Car RdéckyMounthirsNelEepvarnCD), Qctpbeo 23,
1943.

AFar-Baaldl Buys OI d &ascky MGumtairy NeW&enverFQO), @ctober 3,
1963.

AFi rst Birrytshideary bfs edhv e Rocky WMouhtaircNewW®emvera |l er . 0

CO), January 4, 1925.

Fr ank CRock€MduhtaniNewi®enver, CO), June 20, 1947.

Head of Chrysler Motor CompanRockYMeauntdins Ci t vy ;
News(Denver, CO), March 3, 1926.

H o @Allisen Motors Inc., Formed to Handle Dodge Cars in Denver and Adjacent Counties
of Coloradoo Rocky Mountain New®enver, CO), April 20, 1924.

o B 1

ot

AiJames Mot ocRockyQvountain Nea@enyer, CO), January 13, 1933

AMarcus Mot ors Wil [0RdBKy MountaindNew®env& tCO)l Aphl 8, k er s
1931.

ANei | R .MusCatirle Doerna{Maiscatine, 1A), July 1, 1980.

ANei | R .RockyyMbuntaim Nea®enver, CO), July 2, 1980.

A New CHlymasithDealership AnnouncedRocky Mountain New®enver, CO),
May 25, 1967.

ANew Chrysl er Si Rock$ Maunain NewPerver, CQ@)eMarcln2, 1924.

ANew Home of Aut omo bRotkeMoGnaain Ben®ehoer, p@),r at i on. 0

February 6, 1921.

Oedt Auto Firm HerRenveeoshyr2® 19620 g Jubil ee. 0
Pioneer Car Deal eBus é&DédnvedostQrtober 18, §96F ar | and
Somet hing Wonder f ul H a $nterhheuptanelewasd Newwsy Denver .
(Denver, CO), April 221966.

Spaci ous.0N ¢ WRackiMoumtain NewDenver CO), August 15, 1964).
Studebaker Begi nso a RdaekywMobntaen Newfoentrer, G@Q),r e s s

June 30, 1929.

ot 3t 3N

=1 R 1§

Other
Beaghl er, Steven L. AAuUut omo b iThesis. Maversitfyai ct ur i n
Colorado Denver, 1989.
ACapitol Hi || N | Qenrbvwe rh oPwWb IHii st loir.Bacessey Di gi t
July 22, 2025https://history.denverlibrary.org/neighborhebistory-guide/capitolhill -
neighborhooehistory.
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Gibson,Capbel | and Kay Jung. AHIi storical Census
1790 to 1990, and By Hispanic Origin, 1970 to 199, IFarge Cities and Other Urban
Pl aces in the United States. o U.S. Census
AHI storical UBt aedsStasesef Cbeéoni al Ti mes to

Census, 1975.
Mot or Vehicle Regi-$89008toohRedeBgl SHagbway l1l8d
April 1997.

1

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

X__preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR)6ias been requested
_____previously listed in the National Register
x___previously determined eligible by the National Register
_____designated a Nation#listoric Landmark
_____recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
_____recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #
_____recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #

Primary location of additional data:

x___State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency

Federal agency
Local government
University

Other

Name of repository:

Historic ResourcesSurvey Number (if assigned)N/A

10.Geographical Data

Acreage of Propertyless than one acre

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates

Datum if other than WGS84/A

(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places)

1. Latitude:39.732247 Longitude:-104.987128
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Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

The National Register boundary of Cul@hompson Motor Company encompasses

approximately 0.34cres and corresponds with the Denver County, Colorado, tax parcel
0503808009000. The | egal des468BESUNTEBRENf or t hi
LI 10TH AV & E LI BROADWAY ST THE 125FT TH N 118FT TH W 125FT TH S 118FT

TO POB. 0

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

The boundary includes the parcel historically and currently associated witbrtheated
property.

11.Form Prepared By

name/title:Rachel Alison, Architectural Historian
organizationPost Oak Preservation Solutions
street & number2506 Little John Lane

city or town:Austin state:TX zip code78704
e-mail: rachel@postoakpreservation.com
telephone210-580-6329

date:January30, 206

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

1 Maps: A USGS mapor equivalen(7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating theperty's
location.

1 Sketch mapfor historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous
resources. Key all photographs to this map.

1 Additional items: (Check with the SHPOTPO,or FPO for any additional items.)

Photographs
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Submitclear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferrea@t 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs

to the sketch majzach photograph must be numbered and that number musipooes

the photograph number on the photo log. For simplicity, the name of the photographer,

photo date, etc. may be | isted once on the
every photograph
Photo Log

Name of PropertyCullenrThompson Moto Company

City or Vicinity: Denver

County:Denver State:Colorado
PhotographerAlison Dunleavey and Rachel Alison

Date Photographedune 16, 2025

Description of Photograph(s) and numbeclude description of view indicating direction of
camera

1 of 18. Exterior, west (primaryand northelevatiors, view southeast.

2 of 18.Exterior, west (primary) elevation, view east.

3 of 18.Exterior, west (primary) and south elevations, view northeast.
4 of 18.Exterior,terra cotta andtonework detailyiew east.

5 of 18.South and east (rear) elevations, view northwest.

6 of 18.East (rear) elevation, view northwest.

7 of 18.First story lobby, view northeast.

8 of 18.Stair to mezzanine level, view east.

9 of 18.First story lobby, view northwest.

10 o 18. Stained glass transom window and display window, view west.
11 of 18.Second story, west half, view southwest.

12 of 18.Second story, west half, view southeast.

13 of 18.Leaded glass windows, view southwest.

14 of 18.Third story, east half, view northeast.

15 of 18.Third story, east half, view northwest.

16 of 18.Third story, west half, view southwest.

17 of 18.Third story, west half, view northwest.

18 of 18.Fourth story, view northeast.

Figure Log
1 of 32 USGS map. Red flag points to Cul@hompson Motor Company.
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2 of 32 Contextual map of Cullehompson Motor Company within central Denver. Red
flag points to Culleirfhompson Motor Company. Source: Base map from Google Earth,
image capture 2023, accessaayast 20, 2025.

3 of 32 Site and boundary map. Dashed line represents the historic boundary, current tax
parcel boundary, and the National Register boundary. Source: Base map from Google
Earth, image capture 2023, accessed August 20, 2025.

4 of 32 19291930 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, combined Sheets 220 (Vol. 2), 225 (Vol. 3),
and 239 (Vol. 2). Dashed line outlines CuliEnompson Motor Company (bottom
center). Notice the number of autelated services along Broadway. Source: David
Rumsey Map Collectian

50f 32 19291930 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, Volume 3, Sheet 225. Dashed line outlines
CullenThompson Motor Compan$aource: David Rumsey Map Collection.

60of32 CullenThompson Motor Company, floor plans.
D e n v €he Architectural Forum6, no. 3 (March 1927): 242.

7 of 32 CullenThompson Motor Compan{926illustraton So (Cthaceg sl fer 6 s
Astounding Success Made This Building Necessd®d], Rocky Mountain News
(Denver, CO)March14, 1926.

8 of 32 CullenThompson Motor Compan{926 photograph, view northeast. Source:
ACulTlheoompson to Occupy New Quarters for
Rocky Mountain New®enver, CO)March 14, 1926.

9 of 32 CullenThompson Motor Compan$926 photogaph, view northeast, showing the
elaborate staircase leading to the mezzanine offices in the front showroom. Source:
ACulTlheoompson to Occupy New Quarters for
Rocky Mountain New®enver, CO)March 14, 1926.

10 of 32. CullenThompson Motor Compan$926 photograph, view northeast, showing the
front showr oo mlhompsponuto ©ceupy NevWCQuirters for its Chrysler
Mot or Car A Reckydipuntaio Mea@enwer, CO)March 14 1926.

11 of 32 Cullen-Thompson Motor Company,irca 1926 photograph with Chrysler
Corporationseal, view northeast. Source: Denver Public Library Special Collectiens, X
23225.

12 of 32 CullenThompson Motor Companyirca 1930 photograph, view northeast. Source:
Denver Publid.ibrary Special Collections, 23818.

13 of 32 CullenThompson Motor Companyirca 1930 photograph, view northeaSburce:
Denver Public Library Special Collections;28841

14 of 32 Photographs of Neil R. Cullen (left) and Ward J. Thompson (rigbt)tce:

A C u FThampson Motor Company Takes Over City Agency to Handle Maxwell
Chal mers Car s f &®ockyMouatairt New@Eenv&r tCO}, Besember 23,
1923.

15 of 32 Photograph of Jules Jacques Benois Benedict. Source: Noel and NDwgmear
The City Beautifyl188.

16 of 32 1437 Cleveland Place, 1925 photograph, view northwest. The Eihi@mpson
Motor Company operated from this building (no longer extant) before moving to the
subject propertySource: Denver Public Library Special Collects, X-23223
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17 of 32 Streetscape of Cheyenne Pladgeacl913photograph, vieveoutheastNotice the
Stanley Motor Carriage Co., left. Located near the southeast edge of the central business
district, this building was a nineteentkntury Italianate commercial block building (no
longer extant) that the Stanley Motor Carriage Co. likely rejgeg for use as a
dealershipSource: Denver Public Library Special Collectiofs[572

18 of 32 Chevrolet Motor Company, 1833 Wazee Streietacl 915photograph, view
northwest Located within the central business district near Union Station, thigirtoyil
was a nineteentlor earlytwentiethcentury commercial block building (no longer
extant) that the Chevrolet Motor Company likely repurposed for use as a dealership.
Source: Denver Public Library Special CollectioXs23835

19 of 32 Automobile Sale Corporation, 1156 Broadway, 19@fotograph, view northeast.
Extant.S o u r Mew Hom@ of Automobile Sales CorporatioRocky Mountain News
(Denver, CO)Februarys, 1921.

20 of 32 Automobile Sales Corporatiphl56 Broadwayyiew northeastExtant.Source:
Google Street View, image capture May 2024, accessed January 27, 2026.

21 of 32 Hogle-Allison Motors, Inc, 1278 Lincoln Streefcirca 19481955 photograph, view
southeast. Extan&ource: Denver Public Library Special Collectiafis0196

22 of 32. Hogle-Allison Motors, Inc, 1278 Lincoln Streetview southeast. Extant. Source:
Google Street View, image capture May 2024, accessed January 27, 2026.

23 of 32 Leeman Auto Company Building, 550 Broadway, view southeast. Constructed in
1932 with an adition in 1934, this building is a good local example of a Great
Depressiorera auto dealership. Note the more streamlined architectural style; single
story massing with an ell that historically contained service station bays, and prominent
exterior lot (row a patio with planters) that historically showcased used cars. Extant,
NRHP 2001. Source: Google Street View, image capture November 2018, accessed
January 27, 2026.

24 of 32 Exterior photo map. Source: Base map from Google Earth, image capture 2023,
aacessed August 20, 2025.

250f 32 Current frst story plan and photo map. Source: Plans by Kemberlin Architecture,
January 2026.

26 of 32 Current nezzanine level plan and photo map (no photos at this level). Source: Plans
by KemberlinArchitecture, January 2026.

27 of 32 Current gcond story, east half plan and photo map (no photos at this level). Source:
Plans by Kemberlin Architecture, January 2026.

28 of 32 Current gcond story, west half plan and photo map. Source: Plans by Kembe
Architecture, January 2026.

29 of 32 Current hird story, east half plan and photo map. Source: Plans by Kemberlin
Architecture, January 2026.

30o0f 32 Current hird story, west half plan and photo map. Source: Plans by Kemberlin
Architecture, Janug 2026.

31 of 32 Current hird story, west half plan and photo map. Source: Plans by Kemberlin
Architecture, January 2026.

32 of 32 Current lasement plan and photo map (no photos at this level). Source: Plans by
Kemberlin Architecture, January 2026.
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Figure 1. USGS map. Red flag points to Cull@hompson Motor Company.
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Figure 2. Contextual map of Cullethompson Motor Company within central Denver. Red flag
points to CulleaThompson Motor Companyource: Base map from Google Eamhage
capture2023, accessed August 20, 2025.
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Figure 3. Site and boundary map. Dashed line represents the historic boundary, current tax
parcel boundary, and the National Register boundary. Source: Base map from Google Earth,
imagecapture2023, accessed Aust 20, 2025.
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Figure 4.19291930 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, combined StaigVol. 2),225(Vol. 3),
and 239 (Vol. 2). Dashed line outlines CuliEnompson Motor Companottom center)
Notice the number of avtelated servicealong BroadwaySource: David Rumsey Map
Collection.
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Figure 5.19291930 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, Volume 3, Sheet 225. Dashed line outlines
CullenrThompson Motor Compangaource: David Rumsey Map Collection.
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Figure 6. CullenThompson Motor Compangjrca 1926 | oor pl ans. Sour ce:

Cul |l en Gar alpedirchitdataral Forurdt, mo. 3 (March 1927): 242.
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Figure 7. CullenThompson Motor Company926illustration So Lo g sl fer 6 s Ast o
Success Made This Building Necessapd], Rocky Mountain New®enver, CO)March 14,
1926.
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Figure 8. CullenrThompson Motor Company926 photographview northeastSource:
A CulTlheoompson to Occupy New Quarters fRoaky i t s Ch
Mountain NewgDenver, CO)March 14 1926.
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Figure 9. CullenThompson Motor Company926 photograph, view northeast, showing the

el aborate staircase | eading to the me-zzanine
Thompson to Occupy New Quarters fRokyMbobuntain Chr ys
News(Denver, CO)March 14 1926.
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Figure 10. CullenThompson Motor Compan926 photograph, view northeast, showing the
front showr oo mlhonfpsouto ©ceupy NeVWCQubrters for its Chrysler Motor Car
Agency Roocky Boguntain New®enver, CO)March 14 1926.
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Figure 11. CullenThompson Motor Companyirca 1926 photograph with Chrysler
Corporationseal, view northeast. Source: Denver Public Library Special CollectieR32X5.
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Figure 12. CullenThompson Motor Companyirca 1930 photograph, view northeast. Source:
Denver Public Library Special Collections;28818.
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Figure 13. CullennThompson Motor Companyirca 1930 photograph, view northegSburce:
Denver Public Librangpecial Collections, 223841
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Figurel4Phot ographs of Nei l R. Cullen (left) and

Thompson Motor Company Takes Over City Agency to Handle Max@ledlmers Cars for
Mo unt ai nRocky Motuntis New@®enver, CO), December 23, 1923.
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Figure 15. Photograph of Jules Jacques Benois Benedict. Source: Noel and NDemear The
City Beautifu) 188.
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Figure 16. 1437Cleveland Placel925 photograph, viemworthwest. The Cullefhompson
Motor Companyoperated from this buildin@no longer extantefore moving to the subject
property.Source: Denver Public Library Special Collectiods23223
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Figure 17. Streetscape of Cheyenne Plageacl913photograph, vieveoutheastNotice the

Stanley Motor Carriage Co., left. Located near the southeast edge of the central business district,
this building was a nineteentientury Italianate commercial block building (no longer extant)

that the Stanley MotdCarriage Co. likely repurposed for use as a dealerSbigrce: Denver

Public Library Special CollectionZ-7572
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Figure 18. Chevrolet Motor Company,833 Wazee Streatirca 1915photograph, view
northwest Located within the central business district near Union Station, this building was a
nineteenthor earlytwentiethcentury commercial block building (no longer extant) that the
Chevrolet Motor Company likely repurposed for use as a deale&tipce: Daver Public

Library Special Collections{-23835
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Figure 19. Automobile Sales Corporation, 1156 Broadway, 19Ra&tograph, view northeast.
Extant.S o u r Mewv Hom@& of Automobile Sales CorporatioRocky Mountain New®enver,
CO), Februarye, 1921.
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Figure 20. Automobile Sales Corporatiphl56 Broadwayyiew northeastExtant.Source:
Google Street View, image capture May 2024, accessed January 27, 2026.
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Figure 21. Hogle-Allison Motors, Inc, 1278 Lincoln Streefcirca 19481955 photographjiew
southeastExtant.Source: Denver Public Library Special Collectiafis0196
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Figure 22. Hogle-Allison Motors, Inc, 1278 Lincoln Streetview southeasExtant.Source:
Google Street View, image capture May 2024, accessed January 27, 2026.
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Figure 23. Leeman Auto Company Building50 Broadway, view southea€onstructed in
1932 with an addition in 1934, thiilding is a good local exampté a Great Depressioara
auto dealership. Note the more streamlined architectural style,-stogjemassing with an ell
that historically contained service station bays, and prominent exter{aoleta patio with
planters)hat historically showcased used c&istant, NRHP R01.Source: Google Street
View, image capturdlovember2018 accessed January 27, 2026.
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