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Overview

Since 2024, the Southwest Area project team has engaged hundreds of community members
to provide feedback on the draft Southwest Area Plan. This plan is part of the City and County
of Denver’s Neighborhood Planning Initiative, a community-driven effort to develop the vision,
priorities and plans for various neighborhoods throughout Denver.

The Southwest Planning Area includes five distinct neighborhoods: Athmar Park, Mar Lee,
Overland, Ruby Hill and Westwood. The area is bounded by Alameda Avenue to the north, Yale
and Jewell Avenues to the south, Sheridan Boulevard to the west and the South Platte River
and Broadway to the east.

How the Plan is Organized

The plan includes six community priorities that define the community’s core values and long-
term vision for the planning area. Each priority is supported by area-wide recommendations.
Recommendations are organized around the elements of a complete neighborhood which are
land use, mobility and quality of life infrastructure.

Land Use (L1-L11) considers what is built where and ways to enhance the quality
and character of the community through the built environment.

Mobility (M1 - M5) considers ways to safely, comfortably and easily connect all
people to the places they live, work and play.

RY-ON
'8 8 Quality of Life (Q1 - Q7) considers ways to enhance and sustain community well-
2 .~ being through parks, open spaces, natural features and gathering places.

Recommendations also support Southwest Denver’s focus areas, including Federal
Boulevard (F), Morrison Road, South Platte Riverside Communities (RC) and Neighborhood
Shopping Centers, as well as individual Southwest neighborhoods. To learn more, please see
the Focus Area Summary and Neighborhood Capsules.

Community-Informed Updates to the Plan

Community feedback collected from April to July 2025 informed changes to the plan. Key updates
to the areawide plan are summarized below.

Introduction
* Expanded historical narrative and added historical impacts map
* Updated equity section with citywide maps, expanded narrative and related policies

Land Use

* Stronger outcomes around housing stability and home ownership, wealth building and
retention and workforce development

* Recommendation for small-scale, multi-generational development in residential areas

* Expanded outcomes about Southwest considerations for housing options for a variety of needs
along transit corridors

Mobility

* Proposed river crossing connecting future Jewell bridge and Ruby Hill Park

* Policy to further study the traffic impacts of the National Women’s Soccer League stadium on a
curbside area management plan

* Additional outcome around traffic safety enforcement including non-street legal vehicles and
racing

Quality of Life

* New safety and security outcomes for public spaces, along the river corridor and in areas with
higher reported incidents

» Stronger outcomes for wayfinding, signage, lighting and safety along trails and in open spaces

* Stronger outcomes for cultural centers, inclusive spaces, and diverse outreach and languages

Neighborhoods & Focus Areas
* Expanded river history and context into Riverside Communities focus area and added sub-area
visions

Next Steps

Additional community feedback will be incorporated into the current plan, which will be presented
to the Planning Board and Denver City Council in early 2026. If adopted by Council, the city will
publish the final plan along with an implementation plan, which prioritizes potential projects.

To review and comment on the full
draft plan or learn more about the
plan, scan the QR code or visit
denvergov.org/southwestplan
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The Southwest Area will continue to be a diverse cultural hub that honors the
past by recognizing, celebrating and supporting the area’s unique character,
diverse communities and cultural business legacy.

e L6: Local businesses should be supported to create a thriving, regional
cultural hub providing resources, services, and goods.

e L9: Historic, cultural, and architecturally significant structures should be
preserved and recognized.

e L10: Design vibrant commercial Centers and Corridors that preserve and
reflect the neighborhood’s cultural character and create spaces that are
pedestrian-friendly, comfortable, and welcoming for all.

e L11: Zoning regulations should evolve to improve design outcomes, equity,
and responsiveness.

¢ FLA1: Encourage transit-supportive development and high land utilization
near future BRT stations.

Housing Stability and Options

The Southwest Area will offer affordable housing options that appeal to families
from diverse backgrounds and support new housing that enhances community
character, enables access to transit, business and services, and prevents
displacement.

e L1: Southwest residents should have affordable and secure housing options
that accommodate a wide range of needs.

e L2: Ensure an adequate supply of high-quality, well-maintained housing that
meets the needs of the community.

¢ L3: Residential neighborhoods with low density should allow for additional
housing growth while promoting affordability, design, and preservation.

¢ L4: Residential neighborhoods with medium to high density that are close to
major corridors should allow for additional housing growth while promoting
affordability design and preservation.

¢ L5: Affordable housing should be available in Centers and Corridors
alongside business and services to ensure these areas remain vibrant
economic and cultural hubs.

== Community Priorities

The following section defines the

six community priorities of the
Southwest Area Plan and the
recommendations that support each.

x Integrated Industry

The Southwest Area will continue to be a key industrial and manufacturing
area within the City of Denver and provide better and safer connections with
surrounding communities.

L7: Employment areas throughout the Southwest should provide equitable
job opportunities.

e RCL1: The industrial areas should support new and existing industrial
businesses and ensure they are part of a healthy community.

e RCL2: Design and development in industrial areas should be improved to
feel safer, more attractive, and more walkable while preserving their unique
character.

e RCMA1.: The traffic impacts of the National Women’s Soccer League Stadium
on the Southwest Area will be studied and addressed.

* RCQ2: Industrial areas should be good neighbors to nearby uses, with
appropriate transitions and minimal environmental impacts on people,
nature, and surrounding ecosystems.

Safe Communal Spaces

The Southwest Area will have a variety of safe, comfortable and authentic

public spaces that encourage community gathering and enhance access
to services, recreation, civic institutions and the arts.

e L8: Community institutions and other non-profit campuses should be
well integrated into the community.

* Q4: Food resources should be increased and more accessible to
residents.

* Q5: Healthcare and public health facilities should be reliably
accessible.

* Q6: All Southwest neighborhoods should be safe and welcoming.

Recommendations

Land Use (L) Mobility (M) 8 Q? 8 Quality of Life (Q)

A

The Southwest Area will honor its natural resources such as water and
open spaces through adequate environmental protections and community
access.

* Q1: Environmental impacts should be minimized by using green
infrastructure.

e Q2: Parks should stay well-connected and offer amenities that reflect
local needs and culture.

* Q3:Trails and greenways should be well-connected and include
amenities and services that reflect the community’s needs and
culture.

* RCQ1: The natural health and stewardship of the South Platte River
and connecting waterways should be restored and protected.

The Southwest Area will have infrastructure such as roads, trails, sidewalks and
landscaping that promotes mobility choice, comfort, connectivity and safety.

e Ma1: The Southwest area mobility network should connect residents to key
places and have multimodal corridors and safe crossings of major barriers.

e M2: Bike infrastructure should provide safe and comfortable connections to
parks, neighborhood destinations, and surrounding communities.

e M3: Public transportation should reliably connect residents to local
destinations, neighborhood services, and regional centers.

e M4: Prioritize safety for all users by incorporating traffic calming to
reduce heavy vehicle impacts on residential streets while delivering added
community benefits.

e Mb5: Make walking to and around key community destinations safer and
more comfortable by improving pedestrian infrastructure.

e FM41.: Build important walking and biking projects that help people reach the
Federal BRT stations.

e FM2: Encourage shifts in mode share and travel demand management
strategies (TDM) within the Federal Boulevard corridor.
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Focus areas are
places within
Southwest Denver
where community
members frequently
come together,
shop and recreate.
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Areas include:

Federal Boulevard
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Communities

Neighborhood
Shopping Areas

e Mar Lee
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Federal Boulevard will transition from an automobile-
centric corridor to one that prioritizes pedestrian

safety and comfort alongside bus rapid transit
investments. Streetscape enhancements, roadway safety
improvements, an expanded tree canopy and land use
policies will advance this vision.

The unique historical and cultural identity of the Little
Saigon area will be preserved and celebrated through
public art, design elements, a central gathering space
and support for local businesses. Community members
will enjoy improved access to fresh food, and international
food options will continue to serve as a regional draw for
diners.

The commercial area near Florida and Tennyson will

be a place that by builds upon existing community

uses and anchors such as Save a Lot and community
services such as the post office. Enhanced connections
to the surrounding community and mixed-use and infill
development on underused land will create vibrant
spaces for community activities, local business,
community services, and public spaces for the community
to gather.

Focus Areas Vision

Morrison Road will continue to thrive as a cultural and
community hub that builds upon recent investments
such as the future rec center to achieve the vision of

a vibrant linear market. Incorporating design features
that celebrate the area’s unique history and improved
streetscaping will enhance the corridor’s appearance
and improve the pedestrian experience. Support to local
business and nearby diverse and affordable housing,
including family and intergenerational options, will
continue to ensure activity along the corridor.

The shopping centers along Mississippi Avenue will be
unified and promoted the as a walkable cultural and
retail hub, anchored by the renovated Athmar Park
Library and local cultural businesses. Mixed-use and
infill development should grow the area as a Latino/
a/x cultural and business destination with improved
connections, community services, and public or green
spaces for the community to gather.

The Riverside communities will be safe, healthy, and
welcoming. The river will be restored and protected

and will reflect the rich history and diverse cultures of
the surrounding communities. People will be able to
easily access and cross the river to gather, relax, and
connect with neighbors. The area will continue to support
industrial jobs throughout while also inviting new shops,
services and limited residential at key locations that
enhance nearby neighborhoods. Flood protection and
environmental improvements will keep communities
clean and livable.

Alameda Square will be a vibrant, safe and accessible
community shopping destination anchored by
established businesses and complemented by infill
opportunities at city owned property or underused
land, that provides active public spaces, and important
community services.

It is your right to request written language assistance services in your primary language, if needed. To request document translation, please email your request to cpdoperations@denvergov.org. Staff will respond to your request as soon
as possible. Please note that it may take up to five business days to schedule the requested services. Document translation may take longer, depending on the length and complexity of the requested document. These services will be
provided free of charge. If you have any questions, contact CPD’s Operations Team at cpdoperations@denvergov.org. Or contact Fernando Abbud - Project Manager, Senior City Planner - Habla espanol, fernando.abbud@denvergov.org



Athmar Park

Southwest Area Plan
Overview

Since 2024, the Southwest Area project team
has engaged community members to provide
feedback on the draft Southwest Area Plan.
This plan is part of the City and County of
Denver’s Neighborhood Planning Initiative, a
community-driven effort to develop the vision,
priorities and plans for various neighborhoods
throughout Denver.

Engagement to Date

Community members have participated online
and in-person. So far we have heard from
thousands of Southwest residents through
online surveys, open houses, community events,
focus groups, and direct outreach.

Community Priorities

Diverse Cultural Hubs
Honor the past by recognizing, celebrating
and supporting the area’s unique character,
diverse communities and cultural business
legacy.
‘;\" Integrated Industry
Be a key industrial and manufacturing area
and better connect with the surrounding
communities.
A Improved Infrastructure
et Have infrastructure that promotes mobility
choice, comfort, connectivity and safety.
/ﬂ\ Housing Stability and Options
Have housing options that are affordable
and adequate for families from diverse
backgrounds and prevent displacement.

Honor natural resources such as water
and open spaces through adequate
environmental protections and community
access.
.f°\. Safe Communal Spaces
~ Have safe, comfortable and authentic public
spaces that encourage community gathering

Learn more about the
Southwest Area Plan by
scanning the QR code or
visiting denvergov.org/
southwestplan
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Key Opportunities in Athmar Park

Housing Affordability and Options for Diverse Needs

Preserve existing and offer new housing options that prioritize
affordability, prevent displacement, and respect neighborhood context
especially within two blocks of future Federal and Alameda BRT corridors.
Federal Boulevard

Prioritize pedestrian safety alongside bus rapid transit investments, and
preserve and celebrate the unique identity of the Little Saigon (Alameda
to Mississippi) by supporting local businesses and maintaining a small-
scale feel.

Integrated Industrial Areas

Preserve industrial jobs in the value manufacturing areas. Support

local businesses and allow a mix of industrial, commercial, and limited
residential uses along Lipan Street and south of Vanderbilt Park that
provide jobs, services, housing while creating a smoother transition to
nearby homes, parks, and the river.

Enhance Connectivity

Improve connectivity to key locations within the neighborhood and from
the neighborhood to the South Platte River, parks, the river trail, I-25
transit station and the future National Women’s Soccer League stadium.
Safe and Healthy River Corridor

Improve river health and make currently underutilized public spaces like
the South Platte River Trail, Vanderbilt Park, and Johnson-Habitat Park
feel safer, more comfortable, accessible, and welcoming while celebrating
local culture and history.

Athmar Park Shopping Center

Unify and promote the Mississippi Avenue shopping centers as a walkable
cultural and retail hub, anchored by the renovated Athmar Park Library
and local cultural businesses. Support mixed-use and infill development
that grow the area as a Latino/a/x cultural and business destination with
improved connections, community services, and public or green spaces
for the community to gather.

Alameda Square

Promote Alameda Square as a vibrant, safe and accessible community
shopping destination anchored by established businesses and
complemented by infill opportunities at city owned property or underused
land, that provides active public spaces, and important community
services.



Mar Lee
Southwest Area Plan

Overview

Since 2024, the Southwest Area project team
has engaged community members to provide
feedback on the draft Southwest Area Plan.
This plan is part of the City and County of
Denver’s Neighborhood Planning Initiative, a
community-driven effort to develop the vision,
priorities and plans for various neighborhoods
throughout Denver.

Engagement to Date

Community members have participated online
and in-person. So far we have heard from
thousands of Southwest residents through
online surveys, open houses, community events,
focus groups, and direct outreach.

Community Priorities

Diverse Cultural Hubs
Honor the past by recognizing, celebrating
and supporting the area’s unique character,
diverse communities and cultural business
legacy.
> Integrated Industry
Be a key industrial and manufacturing area
and better connect with the surrounding
communities.
A Improved Infrastructure
et Have infrastructure that promotes mobility
choice, comfort, connectivity and safety.
/ﬂ\ Housing Stability and Options
Have housing options that are affordable
and adequate for families from diverse
backgrounds and prevent displacement.

Y4

Honor natural resources such as water
and open spaces through adequate
environmental protections and community
access.
.f°\. Safe Communal Spaces
~ Have safe, comfortable and authentic public
spaces that encourage community gathering

Learn more about the
Southwest Area Plan by
scanning the QR code or
visiting denvergov.org/
southwestplan
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Key Opportunities in Mar Lee

Housing Affordability and Options for Diverse Needs

Preserve existing and offer new housing options that prioritize
affordability, prevent displacement, and respect neighborhood context
especially within two blocks of the future Federal BRT corridor which
includes some larger or vacant lots.

Federal Boulevard

Prioritize pedestrian safety alongside bus rapid transit investments,
accommodate a mix of growth in housing and jobs near future BRT
stations, and retain and expand existing commercial opportunities for
local businesses.

Mar Lee Shopping Center

Strengthen the commercial area near Florida and Tennyson by
building upon existing community uses and anchors such as Save

a Lot and community services such as the post office. Enhance
connections to the surrounding community and support mixed-use
and infill development on underused land to create vibrant spaces for
community activities, local business, community services, and public
spaces for the community to gather.

Sanderson Guich
Improve amenities, access, and connections to and from Sanderson
Gulch especially from Lipan Street to the South Platte River Trail.

Sheridan Boulevard Commercial Node

Support the Sheridan and Florida commercial node by strengthening
existing businesses and encouraging infill development on underused
land, anchored by a regional-serving grocery store and community-
focused services



Overland
Southwest Area Plan

Overview

Since 2024, the Southwest Area project team
has engaged community members to provide
feedback on the draft Southwest Area Plan.
This plan is part of the City and County of
Denver’s Neighborhood Planning Initiative, a
community-driven effort to develop the vision,
priorities and plans for various neighborhoods
throughout Denver.

Engagement to Date

Community members have participated online
and in-person. So far we have heard from
thousands of Southwest residents through

online surveys, open houses, community events,

focus groups, and direct outreach.

Community Priorities

Diverse Cultural Hubs
Honor the past by recognizing, celebrating

and supporting the area’s unique character,

diverse communities and cultural business
legacy.
‘;\" Integrated Industry
Be a key industrial and manufacturing area
and better connect with the surrounding
communities.
A Improved Infrastructure
et Have infrastructure that promotes mobility
choice, comfort, connectivity and safety.
/ﬂ\ Housing Stability and Options
Have housing options that are affordable
and adequate for families from diverse
backgrounds and prevent displacement.

Honor natural resources such as water
and open spaces through adequate
environmental protections and community
access.

.f°\. Safe Communal Spaces

~ Have safe, comfortable and authentic public
spaces that encourage community gathering

Learn more about the
Southwest Area Plan by
scanning the QR code or
visiting denvergov.org/
southwestplan
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Key Opportunities in Overland

Housing Affordability and Options for Diverse Needs

Preserve existing and offer new affordable housing options that fit the
neighborhood character near the and light rail station, the Broadway and
Santa Fe corridors, and within the industrial mixed-use areas.
Enhance Connectivity

Improve connections between the four parts of Overland, across the
South Platte River, and to the Evans Light Rail Station

Walkable Mixed Use Santa Fe Corridor

Transform the auto-oriented Santa Fe corridor into a vibrant, walkable,
transit-friendly area that connects to the river.

Integrated Industrial Areas

Preserve industrial uses south of Harvard Avenue. Allow mixed
industrial, commercial, and residential uses elsewhere to support
neighborhood needs and serve as transitions to residential areas or
commercial corridors.

Safe and Healthy River Corridor

Improve river health and make public spaces like the South Platte River
Trail, Grant Frontier Park and Pasquinel’s Landing Park safer, more
comfortable, accessible, and welcoming while celebrating local culture
and history.

Gathering Spaces

Create new public spaces by reimagining South Platte River Drive near
Santa Fe and Evans as shared streets linking the river and the trail to
recommended neighborhood community and commercial gathering
spaces in nearby mixed-use areas.

Maintain Broadway’s Main Street Character

Maintain and improve Broadway’s pedestrian-friendly, local-scale
character, and support local businesses.

Food Access

Prioritize food access resources and services in Overland to better serve
residents.



Ruby Hill
Southwest Area Plan

Overview

Since 2024, the Southwest Area project team
has engaged community members to provide
feedback on the draft Southwest Area Plan.
This plan is part of the City and County of
Denver’s Neighborhood Planning Initiative, a
community-driven effort to develop the vision,
priorities and plans for various neighborhoods
throughout Denver.

Engagement to Date

Community members have participated online
and in-person. So far we have heard from
thousands of Southwest residents through

online surveys, open houses, community events,

focus groups, and direct outreach.

Community Priorities

Diverse Cultural Hubs
Honor the past by recognizing, celebrating

and supporting the area’s unique character,

diverse communities and cultural business
legacy.
‘;\" Integrated Industry
Be a key industrial and manufacturing area
and better connect with the surrounding
communities.
A Improved Infrastructure
et Have infrastructure that promotes mobility
choice, comfort, connectivity and safety.
/ﬂ\ Housing Stability and Options
Have housing options that are affordable
and adequate for families from diverse
backgrounds and prevent displacement.

Honor natural resources such as water
and open spaces through adequate
environmental protections and community
access.

.f°\. Safe Communal Spaces

~ Have safe, comfortable and authentic public
spaces that encourage community gathering

Learn more about the
Southwest Area Plan by
scanning the QR code or
visiting denvergov.org/
southwestplan
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Key Opportunities in Ruby Hill

Housing Affordability and Options for Diverse Needs

Preserve existing and offer new housing options that prioritize
affordability, prevent displacement, and maintain neighborhood
character. This includes new housing options within two blocks of future
Federal BRT corridor as well as support for existing DHA properties such
as Mountview Apartments and Walsh Manor Homes.

Federal Boulevard

Prioritize pedestrian safety alongside Ruby Hill bus rapid transit
investments, accommodate a mix of growth in housing and jobs

near future BRT stations, and retain and expand existing commercial
opportunities for local businesses.

Integrated Industrial Areas

Preserve industrial jobs in the value manufacturing areas. Support
local businesses and allow a mix of industrial, commercial, and limited
residential uses along Lipan Street. Create a commercial node along
Lipan Street from Louisiana to Florida that serves as a gathering space
with a mix of uses for residents and visitors to Ruby Hill Park.

Enhance Connectivity

Improve connections within the neighborhood including from Sanderson
Gulch to the river trail and from Ruby Hill Park to the South Platte River,
including cross-river access to the river trail which will connect to the
future Jewell bike/pedestrian bridge linking the Ruby Hill neighborhood
to nearby parks and public spaces, and the Evans Station in the
Overland neighborhood.

Athmar Park Shopping Center

Unify and promote the Mississippi Avenue shopping centers as a
walkable cultural and retail hub, anchored by the renovated Athmar
Park Library and local cultural businesses. Support mixed-use and infill
development that grow the area as a Latino/a/x cultural and business
destination with improved connections, community services, and public
spaces for the community to gather.

Sanderson Guich

Improve amenities, access, and connections to and from Sanderson
Gulch especially from Lipan Street to the South Platte River Trail.




Westwood
Southwest Area Plan

Overview

Since 2024, the Southwest Area project team
has engaged community members to provide
feedback on the draft Southwest Area Plan.
This plan is part of the City and County of
Denver’s Neighborhood Planning Initiative, a
community-driven effort to develop the vision,
priorities and plans for various neighborhoods
throughout Denver.

Engagement to Date

Community members have participated online
and in-person. So far we have heard from
thousands of Southwest residents through

online surveys, open houses, community events,

focus groups, and direct outreach.

Community Priorities

Diverse Cultural Hubs
Honor the past by recognizing, celebrating

and supporting the area’s unique character,

diverse communities and cultural business
legacy.
‘;\" Integrated Industry
Be a key industrial and manufacturing area
and better connect with the surrounding
communities.
A Improved Infrastructure
et Have infrastructure that promotes mobility
choice, comfort, connectivity and safety.
/ﬂ\ Housing Stability and Options
Have housing options that are affordable
and adequate for families from diverse
backgrounds and prevent displacement.

Honor natural resources such as water
and open spaces through adequate
environmental protections and community
access.

.f°\. Safe Communal Spaces

~ Have safe, comfortable and authentic public
spaces that encourage community gathering

Learn more about the
Southwest Area Plan by
scanning the QR code or
visiting denvergov.org/
southwestplan
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Key Opportunities in Westwood

Housing Affordability and Options for Diverse Needs

Preserve existing and offer new housing options that prioritize
affordability, prevent displacement, and maintain neighborhood
character. This includes housing for multigenerational and multi-family
households as well as support for existing DHA properties such as
Westwood Homes.

Morrison Road

Continue to thrive as a cultural and community hub that builds upon
recent investments such as the future rec center to achieve the vision
of a vibrant linear market. Incorporating design features that celebrate
the area’s unique history and improved streetscaping will enhance the
corridor’s appearance and improve the pedestrian experience. Support
to local business and nearby diverse and affordable housing, including
family and intergenerational options, will continue to ensure activity
along the corridor.

Federal Boulevard

Prioritize pedestrian safety alongside bus rapid transit investments,
and preserve and celebrate the unique identity of the Little Saigon
Area (Alameda to Mississippi) by supporting local businesses and
maintaining a small-scale feel.

Community Spaces and Organizations

Support and grow the neighborhood’s network of community-serving
institutions to ensure residents have continued access to vital services,
programs, and gathering spaces.

Food Access
Prioritize food access resources and services in Westwood to better
serve residents.



