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Cherry Creek North Design Advisory Board Meeting Minutes  
 

Date/Time of the 
meeting:  
 

Wednesday, September 10, 2025, 8:00 AM  
 

Members Present: William (Will) Coffield (Chair), David Morris, Matt Cecere, Ignacio Correa-Ortiz, Laurel 
Raines Lisa McInroy  
 

CPD Staff: 
 
Olga Mikhailova (Ex-officio), Kizzy Sena, Fritz Clauson  
 

 
Design Review / Meeting Minutes: 

Meeting Opened 
 
8:00 AM 
 

Approval of  
Meeting Minutes 

Approval of August 13, 2025, Meeting Minutes: 
Motion by:         David Morris 
Second by:          Ignacio Correa-Ortiz 
 

Vote: Unanimous in favor, motion passes 
 

 

Design Development Review(s):  

 

  
 
 
101 University  
Busey Bank – SIGN  
2025-UD-0006269 
 

Applicant Presentation:    Marie Hashaw, representing DaVinci Sign Company, presented 
the proposed Busey Bank signage. The proposal includes two new signs to be installed 
using the existing structures. The signs will consist of individual channel letters.  

Public Comments:   No public comments were made regarding this design submission. 
 

Board Discussion/Comments:  

• The Board raised concerns regarding inconsistencies between the sign locations 
illustrated on the site plan and those depicted on the building elevations. 
Additional clarification and documentation were requested to ensure the 
drawings accurately represent the proposed installation and mounting locations. 

• As shown on the submitted drawings, the sign appears to be located on the 
sloped canopy, and the Board requested clarification regarding its placement. 

• The Board also inquired details regarding the light bar serving to illuminate sign.   

• The Board noted that landlord approval should be included with the sign 
submittal. The applicant stated that approval had been granted; however, the 
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letter was delayed and was not included in the material provided to the Board 
members. 

• The Board highlighted that including the Comprehensive Sign Plan with future 
submittals would be very helpful and would make the review process more 
efficient. 

Motion: No motion was made. While no major design concerns were identified with the 
signage, Board members emphasized the need to address documentation inconsistencies 
and requested that the applicant provide additional details and clarifications. 

Next Steps: The applicant is to address the Board’s comments made during the meeting 
and resubmit the revised materials for electronic review. 

 

2nd and Clayton 
Cherry Cricket 
Restaurant  - Desing 
Review Phase – 
REVISED submittal  
2023-PM-0000357 
2024-UD-0000015 

Applicant Presentation: (Daniel Nelson, Tryba Architects) 
Daniel Nelson provided an overview of revisions made since the last presentation, noting 
that the revised  submittal  focused primarily on the patio design and its relationship to 
the adjacent office building. He acknowledged earlier Board feedback about the 
perceived disconnect between the two projects and explained that the design team 
revisited the layout to strengthen visual and functional continuity between the Cherry 
Cricket restaurant and the new office development. 

Refinements included: 

• Ground plane treatments: Adjusted materials and circulation patterns to create a 
more cohesive connection between the restaurant and office building. 

• Furniture layout: Relocated picnic-style tables closer to the restaurant and added 
more formal seating with fire features near the office building to enhance 
compatibility. 

• Facade refinements:  The office building’s entrance façade facing the patio was 
modified to better align with the patio design. 

It was also confirmed that the patio is designed for year-round use, with movable fire 
features and propane heaters for winter activation. 

Regarding artificial turf, the applicant acknowledged the City’s and Board’s concerns but 
noted that the design team and ownership view it as an important feature supporting the 
Cherry Cricket’s casual, family-friendly character. 

The applicant highlighted that the planters along the screen wall were moved below 
grade to protect roots from freezing, and additional plant species were added to increase 
diversity and seasonal interest. The design also incorporates vertical greenery to enhance 
the compact patio, adding architectural texture and providing shade. 

The applicant clarified street tree plans, explaining that some existing trees will remain 
while one mature ash tree will be removed due to poor condition, utility conflicts, and 
construction access constraints—an approach supported by the City Forester. 
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Finally, the applicant addressed mechanical equipment screening for the Cherry Cricket 
roof. One relocated unit will retain its integral screen wall, while the remaining existing 
equipment will be cleaned and painted for a more cohesive appearance.  

Public Comments:   The Cherry Creek North BID expressed support for the use of artificial 
turf, acknowledging that while it is somewhat unconventional for the district, it 
complements the unique, family-friendly nature of the Cherry Cricket. The BID noted that 
the restaurant’s patio has been highly successful in attracting families and creating a 
welcoming gathering space for all ages, and that maintaining this character aligns with the 
district’s goal of broadening its appeal to families and enhancing its overall market 
attraction. 

Staff Comments:    Staff noted that current policy permits artificial turf in publicly visible 
areas only for select projects, such as school fields. The Board was asked to review and 
provide a recommendation on the use of artificial turf in this project, which staff will then 
consider internally. 

Board Discussion/Comments:  
The Board appreciated the thorough presentation and detailed explanations provided by 
the applicant. They also acknowledged and expressed appreciation for the thoughtful 
approach to the transformer relocation. 

 
The following key topics were discussed: 
Patio Design and Artificial Turf  

• The Board member noted that while the use of artificial turf would be generally 
supported, key considerations remain regarding installation and design: whether 
it will be placed over road base or directly on concrete, type of drainage, and the 
dimensions of the area, as it may be too small to achieve the intended design 
impact. 

• The applicant noted the variety of turf options available and confirmed that, if the 
Board supports the use of artificial turf, they will provide additional details and 
samples to ensure both the desired aesthetic and functionality. 

• A Board member highlighted the overhang at the north corner of the building as a 
“magical moment” and encouraged continued dialogue between the ground 
plane and the cantilevered element. They suggested considering vertical plantings 
or other treatments to visually reinforce this relationship without impacting the 
existing ground plane design. 

• It was noted that conceptually, the patio design is acceptable; however, 
additional design details and dimensions are required for the Board to provide 
final recommendations for approval. 
 

Streetscape landscaping  

• The Board discussed the proposed structural cells and planting areas. City 
Forestry recommended connecting structural cells while leaving some areas open 
to air, with small plantings to soften the streetscape. A Board member suggested 
continuing the discussion with Forestry and considering the removal of structural 
cells in areas where no trees are proposed. 
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Green Wall  

• The Board recommended revisiting the distance between the green screen and 
the planters to minimize maintenance. 

• The Board  also recommended considering other types of vines to be used  for the 
screen in addition or as replacement of Virginia Creeper,  such as English Ivy or 
Boston Ivy, to provide seasonal interest and aesthetic variety. 

• The Board expressed support for the green wall concept, noting that even in 
winter months when plant coverage may be limited, the layered lattice provides 
visual relief and effectively screens the large wall, enhancing the overall 
appearance. 

 
Rooftop mechanical units screening  

• A Board member noted the growing density in the district and emphasized the 
importance of the “5th facade” in maintaining a cohesive streetscape. They 
appreciated the applicant’s approach to cleaning and painting rooftop equipment 
and suggested that, if possible, the roofing membrane could also be cleaned for 
aesthetic benefit. The Board agreed that additional mechanical screening is 
unnecessary and could create more issues, supporting the design team’s 
proposed approach. 

• A question was raised regarding whether painting mechanical units would be 
practical, and whether it would affect the warranty. The applicant clarified that a 
specialized paint approach will be used for this project, noting that the units will 
be painted in a buff-champagne color and  warranty would not be impacted. 
While this color may differ from the color of the roof, it is expected to coordinate 
well. 

In addition to the topics above, the Board requested design details for the patio’s heating 
elements and the types of umbrellas to be used. 

 
Motion:  
A motion was made by David Morris recommending conditional approval of the Cherry 
Cricket restaurant remodel, subject to the following: 

• Resolution of any items requiring zoning variances or administrative adjustments 
with the City, specifically related to the use of artificial turf. 

• Submission of additional design details for the outdoor patio, including layout, 
dimensions, grading, and features, for further Board review. 

• Submission of material and color samples for the rooftop mechanical screening, 
which may be reviewed electronically and delivered to the CCN BID office for 
members who wish to review them in person. 

It was also noted that details related to the patio could be approved separately from the 
building permit for the remodel of the restaurant. 

Seconded by Lisa McInroy. 

Vote: The motion, as amended, passed unanimously. 
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2nd and Clayton 
Office Development  
- Desing Review 
Phase –  
2023-PM-0000357 
2024-UD-0000015 

Applicant Presentation: (Daniel Nelson, Tryba Architects) 
Daniel Nelson, representing the applicant, provided an overview of the proposed office 
development adjacent to the Cherry Cricket restaurant, highlighting key features: 

• Vehicular access is proposed to be off the alley; on-site parking removed. 
• Ground floor designed to be porous and active, connecting retail spaces, office 

lobby, and entrance to the public parking. 
• Mass timber structural system emphasizing sustainability, warmth, and modern 

office construction. 
• Extensive glazing to showcase the mass timber and create light-filled interiors. 
• Buff brick and masonry for contextually appropriate exterior finishes; secondary 

facades feature burnished stucco with concrete accents. 
• Cantilevered “Lantern” façade provides a striking, transparent, and illuminated 

feature. 
• Main office entry features a canopy, brick piers, integrated lighting, and signage; 

north retail includes a deeper façade with a covered patio; south retail design and 
entrance are coordinated with the Cherry Cricket patio. 

• Retail frontage grounded in masonry with Colorado buff sandstone bases and 
varied glazing to enhance transparency and identity. 

Public Comments:    No public comments were offered.  

Board Discussion/Comments:  
The Board and the applicant acknowledged that the time remaining in the meeting would 
not be sufficient to complete a comprehensive review. Therefore, the discussion and 
review will continue during the next regular CCN DAB meeting. However, the Board 
provided several comments for the applicant to take into consideration in the meantime. 

• The Board inquired whether the mass timber structure would be adequately 
expressed on the exterior. The applicant explained that, based on research and 
site visits to similar mass timber buildings in this climate, exterior exposure of 
wood can lead to deterioration and color changes due to sunlight and low 
humidity. Therefore, the design relies primarily on transparency through glazing 
and internal illumination to showcase the mass timber, creating a warm glow 
visible from the exterior. The applicant noted that this approach is a deliberate, 
researched strategy to balance material longevity with visual expression. Staff 
also emphasized the need to consider impacts on adjacent residential properties, 
particularly regarding light and glare, and noted that these factors would need to 
be carefully evaluated as part of the design review process. 

• The Board highlighted the potential for glare or reflectivity from the storefront 
glazing impacting the adjacent patio, citing the Financial House project as an 
example. The applicant explained that, unlike Financial House, this project uses a 
different glazing material and color that is less reflective. Additionally, the façade 
incorporates multiple materials to break up the glass plane, helping to minimize 
glare and reflectivity on surrounding properties. 

No motion was made on this item. The Board’s review  of this project will continue at the 
next meeting. 
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Election of Chair 
and Vice Chair 

A motion was made by Will Coffield to nominate David Morris as Board Chair, recognizing 
his dedication, experience, and contributions to the Board. Following the Chair 
nomination, the Board nominated Will Coffield to serve as Vice Chair, acknowledging his 
leadership, tenure, and support in organizing meetings and assisting with Board efforts. 
Both nominations were approved by unanimous vote. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:15 AM. 


