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Sidewalk Paving

Design Standards

• Special paving materials shall be high quality, durable materials such as, but not limited to, patterned
concrete, stone or concrete unit pavers.

• All sidewalk paving shall meet city standards.

Design Guidelines

• Special paving materials should be used to highlight the pedestrian areas associated with 16th Street,
17th Street, and special use areas such as plazas, building entries or cafe seating areas. 
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Hierarchy of Street Design Features

A consistent streetscape program is required to ensure that a unified streetscape is developed. Streetscape
concepts have been developed to reinforce the hierarchy of streets within the Commons.  The following
street sections and plans do not represent approved or final designs.  Final design will be reviewed and
approved by the City Departments of Transportation, Public Works, Wastewater, City Forester, and
Planning.  In addition, private covenants may be associated with the property.  Covenants may require
the review of additional design criteria by a private design review board.
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STREETSCAPE AND OPEN SPACE 
MASTERPLAN DIAGRAM 
Exhibit 3.0
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16TH STREET 

Intent

16th Street through the Commons Neighborhood is a unique segment of the continuous pedestrian con-
nection that will link the Highlands Neighborhood and Commons Park with downtown and the Civic
Center.  The design of 16th Street from the proposed intermodal site to Commons Park should emphasize a
continuous pedestrian-oriented space shared with local automobile traffic and the future light rail line.  The
width and length of the street should be visually unified to emphasize a cohesive foreground to the
Consolidated Main Line (CML) crossing.  The design of the streetscape will reflect its role as an extension of
the downtown mall, encourage a variety of activities, and reinforce an active pedestrian atmosphere. The
CML crossing will provide pedestrians with a grade separated crossing of the railroad tracks located within
the CML.  

The design of 16th Street is intended to accommodate a variety of conditions.  Automobile traffic is allowed
from the intersection at Chestnut Street to Wewatta Street and an auxiliary lane occurs on the north side of
the street.  A light rail corridor and transit stops are proposed along the south side of 16th Street.  The mall
shuttle is intended to turn around at the south-east intersection of 16th Street and Wewatta Street immedi-
ately adjacent to the proposed intermodal station.  Automobile traffic is not anticipated on the portion of
16th Street east of Wewatta Street.  Several sections and plan enlargements of 16th Street showing typical
dimensions and the location of streetscape elements are contained in Exhibits 3.1 through 3.6.

16th Street (Southeast of Wewatta Street)

Design Standards

• Proposed Public Right-of-Way: 110’ wide 

• Pedestrian Walking Area: Ten (10’) feet wide (minimum) clear pedestrian walking zone on both sides
of the street. This space, within the public right-of-way, must be maintained between the 5’ public
amenity zone along the curb and the private amenity zone along the building frontage that provides
for cafe seating and other amenities.

• Pedestrian Sidewalk Lighting: Special 16th Street light unique to the Commons Neighborhood.  

• Paving: Special paving (unit pavers, such as precast concrete or stone) shall be incorporated into the
pedestrian zones on both sides of the street

• Shuttle bus turnaround: RTD standards

Design Guidelines

• Recommended Street Trees (subject to City Forester approval): 
- Northern Red Oak (Quercus rubra)
- Common Hackberry (Celtis occidentalis)
- American Linden (Tilia americana)
- Patmore Green Ash (Lanceolata ‘Patmore’)
- Common Honeylocust (Gleditsia triacanthos inermis)

Spacing: 30' O.C., triangulated spacing
Caliper: 3” minimum

• Special Amenities: Cafe tables, seating, kiosks, and vendor facilities should be located along both
sidewalks. Request for private amenity space (the “private amenity zone”) along the public sidewalk
should not exceed twelve (12’) feet in width.
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Exhibit 3.1: Section A-A1/ 16th Street Mall
(southeast of Wewatta Street) 

Notes: 
1. This section is for illustrative purposes only and does not

represent an approved or final design.
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16th Street Plan Enlargement 3.2
southeast of Wewatta Street

A A1

Notes: 
1)  Plan diagrams are for illustrative purposes only and
      are not to be considered approved or final design.

2)  This drawing is a representation only and is not meant
      to imply the light rail transit will be provided

3)  This Plan Enlargement represents the section for 16th Street

from Southeast of Wewatta Street only.
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16th Street (Wewatta Street to Chestnut Street)

Design Standards

• Proposed Public Right-of-Way: 115’ wide 

• Light Rail Corridor: 25’ wide (within the public right-of-way)

• Safety Median: 6’ wide

• Auxiliary Lane: Allowed on the north side of the street

• Pedestrian Walking Area: Ten (10’) feet wide (minimum) clear pedestrian walking zone on both sides
of the street. This space, within the public right-of-way, must be maintained between the public
amenity zone along the curb and the private amenity zone along the building frontage.

• Pedestrian Sidewalk Lighting: Special 16th Street light unique to the Commons Neighborhood. 

• Street Lighting: Standard city light 

• Paving: Special paving (unit pavers, such as precast concrete or stone) shall be incorporated into the
pedestrian zones on both sides of the street.

Design Guidelines

• Recommended Street Trees (subject to City Forester approval): 
- Northern Red Oak (Quercus Rubra)
- Common Hackberry (Celtis occidentalis)
- American Linden (Tilia americana)
- Patmore Green Ash (Lanceolata ‘Patmore’)
- Common  Honeylocust (Gleditsia triacanthos)

Spacing: 30' O.C., triangulated spacing
Caliper: 3" minimum

• Special Amenities: Cafe tables, seating, kiosks, and vendor facilities should be located along both
sidewalks. Request for private amenity space (the “private amenity zone”) along the public sidewalk
should not exceed twelve (12’) feet in width.
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Exhibit 3.3: Section B-B1/ 16th Street Mall
(Wewatta Street to Chestnut Street)

Notes: 
1. This section is for illustrative purposes only and does not

represent an approved or final design.

2. This drawing is representational only and is not meant to
imply that light rail will be provided.
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16th Street Plan Enlargement 3.4
Wewatta Street to Chestnut Street
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1)  6" curb included in the total width of pedestrian zone
      2' gutter included in the total width of the street

2)  Plan diagrams are for illustrative purposes only and
      are not to be considered approved or final design.

3)  This drawing is a representation only and is not meant
      to imply the light rail transit will be provided

4)  This Plan Enlargement represents the section for 16th Street

from Wewatta Street to Chestnut Street only.
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16th Street (CML to Little Raven Street)

Design Standards

• Proposed Public Right-of-Way: 110’ wide 

• Access Drive: 18’ wide (minimum)

• Pedestrian Walking Area: Ten (10’) feet wide (minimum) clear pedestrian walking zone on both sides
of the street. This space, within the public right-of-way, must be maintained between the public
amenity zone along the curb and the private amenity zone along the building frontage.

• Pedestrian Sidewalk Lighting: Special 16th Street light unique to the Commons Neighborhood.  

• Street Lighting: Standard city light 

• Paving: Special paving (unit pavers, such as precast concrete or stone) shall be incorporated into the
pedestrian zones on both sides of the street

Design Guidelines

• Recommended Street Trees (subject to City Forester approval): 
- Northern Red Oak (Quercus Rubra)
- Common Hackberry (Celtis occidentalis)
- American Linden (Tilia americana)
- Patmore Green Ash (Lanceolata ‘Patmore’)
- Common Honeylocust (Gleditsia triacanthos inermis)

Spacing: 30' O.C.
Caliper: 3" minimum

• Special Amenities: Cafe tables, seating, kiosks, and vendor facilities should be located along both
sidewalks. Request for private amenity space (the “private amenity zone”) along the public sidewalk
should not exceed twelve (12’) feet in width.
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Exhibit 3.5: Section C-C1/ 16th Street Mall
(CML to Little Raven Street)

Notes: 
1. This section is for illustrative purposes only and does not

represent an approved or final design.

2. This drawing is representational only and is not meant to
imply that light rail will be provided.
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16th Street Plan Enlargement 3.6
from the CML to Little Raven Street
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Notes: 
1)  6" curb included in the total width of pedestrian zone
      2' gutter included in the total width of the street

2)  Plan diagrams are for illustrative purposes only and
      are not to be considered approved or final design.

3)  This Plan Enlargement represents the section for 16th Street

from the CML to Little Raven Street only.
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17TH STREET

Intent

17th Street is intended to accommodate local traffic and is designed as a tree lined roadway with a linear
formality reinforced by a single row of trees along the outside edges. The street is designed with a 160’
wide right-of-way that incorporates a central open space and provides a unique foreground to the historic
Denver Union Terminal. The median pedestrian park incorporates open lawn, steps, planting, seating,
sculpture and water features.  A section and plan enlargement of 17th Street showing typical dimensions
and the location of streetscape elements are contained in Exhibits 3.7 and 3.8.

Design Standards

• Proposed Public Right-of-Way: 160’ wide

• On-Street Parking: Allowed and encouraged on both sides of the street

• Pedestrian Walking Area: Ten (10’) feet wide (minimum) clear pedestrian walking zone on both sides
of the street. This space, within the public right-of-way, must be maintained between the public
amenity zone along the curb and the private amenity zone along the building frontage.

• Pedestrian Sidewalk Lighting: Special district light 

• Street Lighting: Standard city light 

• Paving: Special paving shall be incorporated into the pedestrian zones on both sides of the street

Design Guidelines

• Recommended Trees (subject to City Forester approval):

Street Trees
- Northern Red Oak (Quercus Rubra)
- Common Hackberry (Celtis occidentalis)
- American Linden (Tilia americana)
- Patmore Green Ash (Lanceolata ‘Patmore’)
Spacing: 30'-35' on-center
Caliper: 3" minimum 

Open Space Park 
- Thornless Cockspur Hawthorne (Crataegus crusgalli 'inermis')
Spacing: 30'-35' on-center
Caliper: 3" minimum 
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17th Street Plan Enlargement 3.8
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1)  6" curb included in the total width of pedestrian zone
      2' gutter included in the total width of the street

2)  Plan diagrams are for illustrative purposes only and
      are not to be considered approved or final design.
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WEWATTA STREET

Intent

Wewatta Street is intended to accommodate both regional and local traffic.  Wewatta Street provides
primary north-south access from Speer Boulevard and serves as the eastern edge to the Commons.  It also
provides the primary access and drop-off to the proposed intermodal station. A section and plan enlarge-
ment of Wewatta Street showing typical dimensions and the location of streetscape elements are con-
tained in Exhibits 3.9 and 3.10.

Design Standards

• Proposed Public Right-of-way: 110’ wide

• On-Street Parking: Allowed on the west side of the street.

• Intermodal Drop-off: Allowed on the east side of the street.

• Pedestrian Walking Area: Ten (10’) feet wide (minimum) clear pedestrian walking zone on both sides
of the street. This space, within the public right-of-way, must be maintained between the public
amenity zone along the curb and the private amenity zone along the building frontage.

• Pedestrian Sidewalk Lighting: Special district light 

• Street Lighting: Standard city light 

• Paving: Special paving shall be incorporated into the pedestrian zones on both sides of the street.

Design Guidelines

• Recommended Street Trees (subject to City Forester approval):

West Side:
- Columnar English Oak (Quercus robur 'Fastigiata') 
- Columnar Norway Maple (Acer platanoides 'Columnar')
Spacing: 20' on-center 
Caliper: 3" minimum

East Side:
- Northern Red Oak (Quercus Rubra)
- Common Hackberry (Celtis occidentalis) 
- American Linden (Tilia americana)
- Patmore Green Ash (Lanceolata ‘Patmore’)
Spacing: 20' staggered  
Caliper: 3" minimum
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Wewatta Street Plan Enlargement 3.10
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CHESTNUT STREET

Intent

Chestnut Street is intended as the primary commercial spine and gateway to the Commons
Neighborhood from 20th Street.  It is designed to accommodate local traffic and serve as a pedestrian-ori-
ented street.  Chestnut Street provides the primary north-south access to the Commons from 20th Street.
It is designed as a tree lined roadway with a linear formality reinforced by a single row of street trees
planted on each side of the street. The pedestrian zone has been shown as 18' wide to accommodate pri-
vate pedestrian activities.  A section and plan enlargement of Chestnut Street typical dimensions and the
location of streetscape elements are contained in Exhibits 3.11 and 3.12.

Design Standards

• Proposed Public Right-of-Way: 90’ wide

• On-Street Parking: Allowed and encouraged on both sides of the street

• Pedestrian Walking Area: Ten (10’) feet wide (minimum) clear pedestrian walking zone on both sides
of the street. This space, within the public right-of-way, must be maintained between the public
amenity zone along the curb and the private amenity zone along the building frontage.

• Pedestrian Sidewalk Lighting: Special district light 

• Street Lighting: Standard city light 

• Paving: Special paving shall be incorporated into the pedestrian zones on both sides of the street.

Design Guidelines

• Recommended Street Trees: (subject to City Forester approval):
- Northern Red Oak (Quercus Rubra)
- Common Hackberry (Celtis occidentalis) 
- American Linden (Tilia americana)
- Patmore Green Ash (Lanceolata ‘Patmore’)

Spacing: 30'-35' on-center
Caliper: 3" minimum 

• Special Amenities: Banner poles should be provided along sidewalks on both sides of the street.
Request for private amenity space (the “private amenity zone”) along the public sidewalk should not
exceed 3’ in width unless the clear pedestrian walkway zone can be maintained.
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Exhibit 3.11: Section F-F1/ Chestnut Street

Note: 
1. This section is for illustrative purposes only and does

not represent an approved or final design.
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Chestnut Street Plan Enlargement 3.12
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LITTLE RAVEN STREET

Intent

Little Raven Street is intended as a local access road to serve the residential neighborhoods in Subareas
1A, 2 and 4, as well as the proposed Commons Park.  The residential neighborhood edge should be
developed as a richly landscaped, linear park promenade (approximately twenty-two feet wide). It should
include a double row of trees, 10' wide sidewalk, seating areas and occasional bench alcoves for sitting
and viewing park activities.  An additional 12’ wide setback zone will accommodate private activities and
allow for outdoor cafes, retail outdoor merchandise displays, public art, or outdoor semi-private areas for
abutting residential uses.  Allowable street furniture and equipment include cafe/restaurant tables, retail dis-
play areas, public art, common seating and overlook areas.  A section and plan enlargement of Little
Raven showing typical dimensions and the location of streetscape elements are contained in Exhibits
3.13 and 3.14.

Design Standards

• Proposed Public Right-of-Way: 80’ wide

• On-Street Parking: Parking is allowed and encouraged on both sides of the street.  Parking should be
prohibited from certain areas (street ends, landscape connections, and public open spaces) on the
immediate park edge to preserve pedestrian access and views into the park.

• Pedestrian Walking Area: Eight (8’) feet wide (minimum) clear pedestrian walking zone on the
neighborhood side of the street. This space, within the public right-of-way, must be maintained
between the public amenity zone along the curb and the private amenity zone along the building
frontage.

• Pedestrian Sidewalk Lighting: Special district light 

• Street Lighting: Standard city light 

• Paving: Special paving shall be incorporated into the pedestrian zones on both sides of the street.

Design Guidelines

• Recommended Street Trees (subject to City Forester approval): 
- Northern Red Oak (Quercus Rubra)
- Common Hackberry (Celtis occidentalis) 
- American Linden (Tilia americana)

Spacing: 30'-35' on-center
Caliper: 3" minimum 

• Special Amenities:  Benches, public art, kiosks and vendor facilities should be provided adjacent to
commercial uses.
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1. This section is for illustrative purposes only and does not rep-
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Design Workshop, Inc. © 1997

U R B A N D E S I G N  S T A N D A R D S  A N D  G U I D E L I N E S

59

Little Raven Plan Enlargement 3.14
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18TH/ 19TH STREET

Intent

18th and 19th Streets are intended to accommodate local pedestrian and automobile traffic. Both streets
are aligned with the existing grid street system of downtown Denver.  A section and plan enlargement of
18th and 19th Streets showing typical dimensions and the location of streetscape elements are contained
in Exhibits 3.15 and 3.16.

Design Standards

• Proposed Public Right-of-way: 80’ wide

• On-Street Parking: Allowed and encouraged on both sides of the street

• Pedestrian Walking Area: Eight (8’) feet wide (minimum) clear pedestrian walking zone on both sides
of the street.  This space, within the public right-of-way, must be maintained between the public
amenity zone along the curb and the private amenity zone along the building frontage. A five (5’)
appurtenance zone along the building facade shall allow for stoops, porches, terraces and similar
encroachments.

• Pedestrian Sidewalk Lighting: Special district light 

• Street Lighting: City standard light 

• Paving: Special paving shall be incorporated into the pedestrian zones on both sides of the street.

Design Guidelines:

• Recommended Street Trees: 
- Northern Red Oak (Quercus Rubra)
- Common Hackberry (Celtis occidentalis) 
- American Linden (Tilia americana)
- Patmore Green Ash (Lanceolata ‘Patmore’)

Spacing: 30'-35' on-center
Caliper: 3" minimum 
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18th/19th Street Plan Enlargement
3.16
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2)  Plan diagrams are for illustrative purposes only and
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