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Project Background  

 
The Southwest Area Plan is a Neighborhood Planning Initiative (NPI) project that includes the 
neighborhoods of Athmar Park, Mar Lee, Overland, Ruby Hill, and Westwood.  CPD launched the 
Southwest Area planning effort in the Summer of 2024 and since that time has been working with a 
variety of community stakeholders to develop the plan.  Through this planning process, staff worked 
with Council Members Flor Alvidrez (District 7), Kevin Flynn (District 2), and Jamie Torres (District 3), as 
well as the Southwest Advisory Committee and the community as a whole to create a plan for the 
Southwest Area.  
 
A first public review draft of the Southwest Area Plan was released on last spring, and staff presented an 
overview of the draft to Planning Board at an information item on May 21.  Since then, CPD staff have 
been working to collect community input on the draft, respond to comments, and make revisions.  An 
updated draft that incorporates these revisions was posted on October 23 at the project website, 
www.denvergov.org/southwestplan.  Staff will present this draft to Planning Board at an information 
item on November 19 that will cover the following: 

• Planning process overview/summary 

• Priorities heard from the community 

• Updates to the draft plan 

• Q&A from Planning Board 
 

Draft Plan Recommendations 

 
Key recommendations of the Southwest plan include: 
 

• Housing Stability and Options 
The Southwest Area will offer affordable housing options that appeal to families from diverse 
backgrounds and support new housing that enhances community character, enables access to 
transit, business and services, and prevents displacement.  

• Diverse Cultural Hubs 
The Southwest Area will continue to be a diverse cultural hub that honors the past by 
recognizing, celebrating and supporting the area’s unique character, diverse communities and 
cultural business legacy. 

• Safe Communal Spaces 
The Southwest Area will have a variety of safe, comfortable and authentic public spaces that 
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encourage community gathering and enhance access to services, recreation, civic institutions 
and the arts. 

• Integrated Industry 
The Southwest Area will continue to be a key industrial and manufacturing area within the City 
of Denver and provide better and safer connections with surrounding communities. 

• Improved Infrastructure 
The Southwest Area will have infrastructure such as roads, trails, sidewalks and landscaping that 
promotes mobility choice, comfort, connectivity and safety. 

• Natural Resources 
The Southwest Area will honor its natural resources such as water and open spaces through 
adequate environmental protections and community access. 

 
Community priorities are further summarized in the executive summary section of the plan. 
 

Key Updates 

 

Since the release of the first draft plan in the spring, staff have been working to incorporate feedback 
from community members, city council representatives and various city staff. Below is a summary of the 
key updates: 
 

• Expanded historical narrative and added historical impacts map  
• Updated equity section with citywide maps, expanded narrative and related policies 
• Stronger outcomes around housing stability and home ownership, wealth building and retention 

and workforce development  
• Recommendation for small-scale, multi-generational development in residential areas  
• Proposed river crossing connecting future Jewell bridge and Ruby Hill Park  
• Policy to further study the traffic impacts of the National Women’s Soccer League stadium on a 

curbside area management plan 
• Additional outcome around traffic safety enforcement including non-street legal vehicles and 

racing  
• New safety and security outcomes for public spaces, along the river corridor and in areas with 

higher reported incidents  
• Stronger outcomes for wayfinding, signage, lighting and safety along trails and in open spaces 
• Stronger outcomes for cultural centers, inclusive spaces, and diverse outreach and languages  
• Expanded river history and context into Riverside Communities focus area and added sub-area 

visions 
 

Next Steps 

 
A second public review draft of the plan was shared with the community on October 23. It will be open 
for review and comment until November 21, while we conduct additional engagement.  Comments from 
the community and Planning Board will be reflected in an updated draft that will be provided in advance 
of the Planning Board public hearing, tentatively scheduled for January. 


