Fences and Walls

Sec. 10.5.5
All fences and walls, except retaining walls
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Section 10.5.5 - Fences and Walls

SECTION 10.5.5 FENCES AND WALLS

10.5.5.1 General Standards

All fences and walls shall comply with the following, except fences and walls used for screening pur-
poses shall instead comply with the standards found in Section 10.5.7, Screening Requirements:

A. Corner Sight Triangles

ners ofstleets dnvcwavs or a]levs whele the he|0ht ()f]dndscamno fonces walls, and screen-
ing may be limited to preserve clear vehicle sight lines to oncoming vehicular and pedestrian
traffic. Any landscaping, fence, wall, or screening within a sight triangle shall be approved by
the Department of Transportation and Infrastructure ("DOTI").
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Clarify requirement for sight triangles when a fence/wall may affect visibility at intersections with a street or alley and that
any landscaping, fence, wall, or screening within a sight triangle must receive approval from DOTI.
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Section 10.5.5 - Fences and Walls
Sec. 10.5.5.1.C. - Exception to Maximum Height

C. Exception to Maximum Height
The Zoning Administrator may grant a permit for fences and walls that exceed the maximum
height inaccording to Section 10.5.5.2, Specific Maximum Heights, by no more than 2 feet-upon

application-in-specificeases, according to Section 12.4.1, Zoning Permit Review, and subject to
compliance with the following review criteriastandards:

1.  The fence or wall is necessary to provide security, privacy, or protection from traffic im-
pacts such as noise or lights.

2. The fence shall not detract from the safety or pedestrian character of the right-of-way or
from the pedestrian character of the Existing Neighborhood.

3= The proposed fence or wall shall not adversely affect traffic safety, er appropriate use of
adjacent property, or established trees as defined in Chapter 57 of the D.R.M.C.
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In the section on over-height fences, the criteria for the fence not being allowed to detract from the safety or pedestrian
character of the Existing Neighborhood has now been added to item 2. The ‘existing neighborhood’ is also now a defined term in
Article 13.
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Section 10.5.5 - Fences and Walls
Sec. 10.5.5.1.C. - Exception to Maximum Height

4.  The fence shall not be located in any primary street or side street setback adjacent to a
designated Parkway, unless approved by the Department of Parks and Recreation.
5.  Any 4-footeet linear section of an over-height fence or wall when forward of at least 75%
of the total length of the Primary Street-facing facade(s) of all primary structures tnthe- New ROM for

Primary-Street-setback-shall be a minimum of 50 Percent Open. tess-thanorequatto 56 % Open —
Sec. 13.1.13

pereent-opague—Opagque—or--opacity"shallbe-measured-as-the-amoeunt-of selid-fenee-or-
wall-material-area-divided-by-the total-surface-areaof the subjectfence-or-walt-seetion;

be processed under Section 12.4.7, Variances.
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Point 4 — gives ability to the Parks and Recreation to approve an over-height fence adjacent to a designated parkway.

Point 5 — any section of an over height fence or wall shall be a minimum 50 percent open. The 50 Percent Open now has a Rule of
Measurement in Article 13.

Point 8 - Staff approval of over-height fences and walls limited to an increase by no more than 2 feet above the maximum allowed —
any height greater than 2 feet over the maximum can only be approved through a zoning variance by the Board of Adjustment.
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Section 10.5.5 - Fences and Walls

Sec. 10.5.5.1.E, Material Standards

E. Material Standards
All fences and walls shall be constructed of one or more of the following materials (eorrugated-

or-sheetmetal,salvaged-scrap metal doors, tires, car doors, or other salvaged or discarded
materials are prohibited):

1.  Wood; Composite materials; Brick; Masonry; Metal/iron bars (ornamental fence); Tex-
tured or aggregate concrete; Chain link or wire mesh.

2 In the I-A; I-B and CMP-NWC +MX-zone districts only: The addition of bBarbed wire or
razor wire to the top of a permitted fence or wall, or the installation of a non-lethal elec- <:
trified fence system behind an existing non-electrified fence or wall, are allowed without
limit under this Division 10.5 or this Code and without a zoning permit, if approved by
the Fire Department.
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New allowance for the installation of barbed wire or a non-lethal electric fence system, if approved by Denver Fire, without limit
and no zoning permit required. Only allowed in I-A, I-B, and CMP-NWC zone districts.
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Section 10.5.5 - Fences and Walls

Section. 10.5.5.2 Specific Maximum Heights

A. Intent
To provide security, privacy, or protection from traffic impacts while maintaining the pedes-

trian character of the right-of-way and Existing Neighborhood, and allowing appropriate use of
adjacent properties.

B. Fences and Walls in Single-Unit and Two-Unit Development and All Zone Districts except

Residential- Zone Districts1-A, I-B and CMP-NWC and-Single-tnit-and-Fwo-Unit Development
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Consolidation of maximum fence/wall height standards for all zone districts in one section of code rather than repeating in
multiple sections. The applicability section now refers to fences and walls accessory to single-unit or two-unit development,
and to all other primary uses in all zone districts except in I-A, I-B, and National Western Center Campus district.



————
Section 10.5.5 - Fences and Wallls

Sec. 10.5.5.2.B Fences and Walls in Single-Unit and Two-Unit Development
and All Zone Districts except I-A, I-B, and CMP-NWC

3. Maximum Height

a. The maximum height of a fence or wall when forward of at least 75% of the total

width of any the Primary sStreet- facmg Prmary—Sfruet—u-re Faegades of all Prlmary
Structures shall be 4 feet-an dator-behind §

anﬁry—Sfmeﬁfrre—Faeade-shaH—be-G—Feet (See Figures 10 5-11 and 10 5- 13)

Figure 10.5-11

PRIMARY STREET
b. The maximum height fence or wall when located flush with or behind 75% of the

total width of the Primary Street-facing Facades of all Primary Structures shall be 6
feet. (See Figures 10.5-11 and 10.5-13)

¢ In the Master Planned Context, for Primary Structures “facing” a publicly accessible
open space rather than the Primary Street, the maximum height when forward
of all Primary sStreet facing Primary Structure Faccades shall be 6 feet; however, o,
when forward of the Primary Structure Faecade “facing” the open space, the maxi- 1 Foot Fence Alowed
mum height shall be 4 feet. (See Figure 10.5-12) cale. lustrotive Only.

SIDE STREET

PRIMARY
STRUCTURE
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The maximum height section has been revised to read more clearly and to separate out the second standard, which allows a 6-
foot tall fence behind any primary street-facing facade of a primary structure.
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Sec. 10.5.5.2.C - Mixed Use Commercial Zone Districts, OS-B ,and 0S-C

Removed - these districts now incorporated into applicability of 10.5.5.2.B

Note: Proposal to delete this section because of the change in applicability of the section above.
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This section has been removed because the mixed use commercial zone districts, OS-B and OS-C have now been incorporated
into the applicability of B, above. The standards were substantially the same, so this reduces unnecessary repetition.
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Sect. 10.5.5.2.C Fences and Wallls in I-A, I-B, and CMP-NWC Zone Districts

D. Fences and Walls in I-A, I-B;-andH=ivb¢and CMP-NWC-F Zone Districts

1.  Applicability
This section applies to fences and walls in the [-A, I-B, er1-M% or CMP-NWC-F zone dis-
tricts but not including any single-unit or two-unit dwelling development.

2.  Maximum Height and Required Openness

a. Withinthe-Setback
The maximum height of a fence or wall when located within a required setback
shall be 7 feet. shaltontybe-opernrwattsor fences,chainrtinksor-wiremesh:

b. Outside-the Setback
The maximum height of a fence or wall located outside of a required setback shall
be 10 feet. (See Figure 10.5-14)

C. Fences or walls located within a required primary street or side street setback shall

be a minimum of 50% open.

d. See Sections 13.1.7, Fence and Wall Height Measurement, 13.1.8, Retaining Wall
Height Measurement, and 13.1.13, Rule of Measurement for % Open Standards.
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Moving to the section for fences and walls in I-A, I-B, and the National Western Center campus zone districts. This shows up here
as “D” but the new section letter will be C due to the deletion of the prior section.

These changes are mainly rephrasing for readability and adding references to rules of measurement, including the new rule of
measurement for “percent open” standards in 13.1.13.





