Food Trucks

NEW: Retail Food Establishment, Mobile (Food Truck),
Accessory to Primary Nonresidential Uses, Sec. 11.10.19

EXPANDED: Retail Food Establishment, Mobile (Food
Truck), Temporary Use

" DENVER
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Food trucks have continued to be embraced by Denver in the years since the last time zoning’s food truck rules were revised.
This update reflects not only a high level of community tolerance for food trucks as business incubators and entertainment, but

also the reality of how food trucks are already operating in the city, albeit technically illegally under previous rules.
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o Broaden allowance for food trucks on private property as a permanent accessory use
incidental and secondary to the operations of a primary education,
arts/recreation/entertainment, stadium/arena, outdoor retail, brewery/winery/distillery uses
and on Denver’s educational, hospital, and National Western Center campuses.

o Allowed with new limitations to mitigate possible external effects.
o A zoning permit is required to establish this new accessory use.
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Broaden allowance for food trucks on private property by allowing them to operate on a permanent basis (including
rotating vendors) as accessory to specific primary uses, including sports arenas, outdoor entertainment/recreation
facilities, educational or hospital campus uses, and breweries/wineries/distilleries.
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Retail Food Establishment, Mobile (Food Truck),
Accessory to Primary Nonresidential Uses, Sec. 11.10.19

11.10.19.1 All Zone Districts
In all zone districts, where permitted with limitations, Retail Food Establishment, Mobile (Food
Trucks) accessory uses shall comply with the following limitations:

A. General Allowance as Accessory to Certain Primary Nonresidential Uses
Mobile Retail Food Establishments (Food Trucks) are allowed as accessory only to the following
nonresidential Primary Uses:

1. All specific use types under the primary “Education” use category.

2. The following specific use types included in the more general “Arts, Recreation and Enter-
tainment Services, Indoor” Primary Use, as defined in Section 11.12.4.2.B of this Code:

a. Art Gallery
b. Artist Studio

C. Theater and/or Live Performance Space
d. Conference Center, Event Center.
3. Arts, Recreation and Entertainment Services, Outdoor.
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Retail Food Establishment, Mobile (Food Truck),
Accessory to Primary Nonresidential Uses, Sec. 11.10.19

4. Sports and/or Entertainment Arena or Stadium.

5. Retail Sales, Service & Repair — Qutdoor.

6. Custom Manufacturing, Fabrication & Assembly Primary Uses involving the manufacture
of malted beverages, wine, brandy or brandy spirits, or distilled and blended liquors.

for use types within the “Parking of Vehicles” Primary Use category.

B. Allowed With a Zoning Permit
Mobile Retail Food Establishments (Food Trucks) authorized by this Section 11.10.19 require a
zoning use permit prior to establishment.
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to Primary Nonresidential Uses, Sec. 11.10.19

C. Siting and Operational Limitations

1. Number of Food Trucks per Zone Lot
No more than 1 Mobile Retail Food Establishment (Food Truck) shall be permitted to

operate per day at each Zone Lot, with the exception that there is no limit when accessory
to either of the following Primary Uses:

a. QOutdoor Arts, Recreation and Entertainment,

b. Sports and/or Entertainment Arena or Stadium, or

except for use tvpes within the “Parking of Vehicles” primary use category.

2. Minimum Distance Required from Residential Zone Districts
An accessory Mobile Retail Food Establishment (Food Truck) shall be parked and

shall conduct all parts of its operations a minimum distance of 50 feet from the closest
boundary line of a Residential Zone District.
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3. Siting and Location

L Operations shall occur on the same Zone Lot as the Primary Use.

b. The location of the use shall be on a paved or other similar weatherproof and
durable surface to support the weight of the food truck and prevent wear and tear
of the surface.

¢l The location of the use shall not reduce the area required for parking for any other
use located on the Zone Lot.

d. The location of the use shall not obstruct the visibility of motorists, nor obstruct
parking lot circulation, or block access to a Public Street, Alley, or sidewalk.
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Accessory to Primary Nonresidential Uses, Sec.
1 1. 10 . 19 4. Hours of Operation and Other Operational Limits

a. l:.xce tas further llmlted in thls Section 11.10.9.1.C, the accessor Mobile Retail

Primary Use is open to the public for business.

b. In addition to the hours above, when accessory to an Arts, Recreation and Enter-
tainment Services Primary Use or to a Sports and/or Entertainment Arena or Sta-
dium Primary Use, the Mobile Retail Food Establishment (Food Truck) shall operate

only during the time an event, performance, or activity is occurring that is open to
the public (regardless of an admission fee charge).

For example, a Food Truck may operate during the hours of a “First Friday”
open house that is open to the public at a permitted Art Gallery use; or during

the hours that a stadium or arena is hosting a sporting event or concert.

c Operators of the Mobile Retail Food Establishment (Food Truck) shall be

responsible for the storage and daily disposal of all trash, refuse, and litter.

d. Outdoor Storage associated with a Mobile Retail Food Establishment (Food Truck)
is prohibited.
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5: Signage
a. Signs must be permanently affixed to or painted on the Mobile Retail Food
Establishment (Food Truck).

b: Signs shall not project from the Mobile Retail Food Establishment (Food Truck) and

shall not be illuminated or animated.
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Remove some limitations on temporary food truck
operations and allow food trucks in combination with
other temporary uses, such as special events/festivals,
farmers’ markets, and outdoor
amusement/entertainment uses.
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Broaden allowance for food trucks to operate on private property on a temporary basis only by removing limitations, allowing
them in combination with other temporary uses such as special events/festivals/bazaars/circuses, and allow them to operate

on vacant private property.

Use table example from article 3. In some districts we’ve gone from NP to L and L-ZP.
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11.11.14.1 All Mixed Use Commercial Zone Districts; I-A, I-B Zone Districts; OS-B Zone District
In all Mixed Use Commercial Zone Districts; I-A, I-B zone districts; and 0S-B zone district, where
permitted with limitations, Temporary Mobile Retail Food Establishments (Food Trucks) are
permitted subject to compliance with the following standards:

A. Allowed to Operate Concurrent with Certain Other Temporary Uses

1. Concurrent with Other Temporary Uses
Temporary Mobile Retail Food Establishments (Food Trucks) may be established and
operated, subject to the general limitations in Section 11.11.14.1.B and any additional
specific limits stated in this Section 11.11.14.1.A, on the same Zone Lot as the following

Temporary Uses:

a. Bazaar, Carnival, Circus, or Special Event
b Outdoor Sales, Seasonal (e.g., seasonal farmers markets)
C. Amusement/Entertainment - Temporary

d. Parking Lot Designated for a Special Event

DENVER

THE MILE HIGH CITY




—

Retail Food Establishment, Mobile (Food Truck),
Temporary Use, Sec. 11.11.14

25 Use and Operational Limitations
Temporary Mobile Retail Food Establishments (Food Trucks) established according to
this subsection 11.11.14.1.A are subject to the following limitations:

a. All Temporary Uses must be allowed in the subject zone district and permitted
according to this Code.

b. A Temporary Mobile Retail Food Establishments (Food Trucks) use shall only
operate during the same hours that the other temporary use is operating and
open to the public for the permitted outdoor seasonal sales, special event, or
amusement/entertainment.
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Retail Food Establishment, Mobile (Food Truck),
Temporary Use, Sec. 11.11.14

B. General Limitations
Temporar i

Mobile Retail Food Establishments (Food Trucks) are permitted subject to
compliance with the following standards:

1. Zoning Permit Not Required for Short Durations

a. A zoning permit is not required when the duration of a proposed Temporary Mobile
Retail Food Establishment (Food Trucks) operating on the same subject Zone Lot is
12 consecutive days or less.

b. The Temporary Mobile Retail Food Establishment (Food Truck) operator shall
comply with all other applicable standards and limitations stated in this Section
11.11.14 and this Code.
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Catching up to community and the business world’s acceptance of food trucks: deleted the requirement for a zoning permit

for 12-day or less temporary operations on private property; deleted the minimum distance requirement from brick-and-mortar
restaurants; and expanded allowed operating hours. The next few slides will highlight these substantial changes in the food truck
rules.
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2. General Siting and Operational Limitations

a. Permits shall be valid for 12 consecutive months and shall be renewed annually.
b. Permitsshaltbe-valid for 4-consecutive-hoursfoereach-dayateachzone ot
C. Operations shall be located at least 50 feet from any Residential Zone District.

d. Except when permitted to operate concurrently with another Temporary Use listed
in Section 11.11.14.A., no more than 1 RetaitFoodEstablishment-mobite-Food
Truck shall be permitted to operate per day at each zone lot.

f. Operations shall only occur on zone lots and shall not reduce the area required for
parking for any other use on the zone lot.
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h.  Operations shall not obstruct the visibility of motorists, nor obstruct parking lot
circulation or block access to a public street, alley or sidewalk.
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"A : QOperations shall not occur outside of the retaitfood-establishment, mobite-Tempo-
a DENVER rary Mobile Retail Food Establishments (Food Trucks).
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Expansion of daily operating hours from 4 hours to 13 hours (8 am to 9 pm).

Unless permitted with other temporary uses, no more than one food truck may be permitted to operate per day at each zone lot.
This was a previously existing regulation that we have loosened to allow for more food trucks at temporary events, like carnivals,
sporting events or concerts, and college campuses.
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o. Operators shall be responsible for the storage and daily disposal of all trash, refuse,
and litter.
p.-  Operators shall not cause any liquid wastes used in the operation, with the excep-

tion of clean ice melt, to be discharged from the Temporary Mobile Retail Food
Establishments (Food Trucks)retai-food-establishment-mobite.

s. Signs must be permanently affixed to or painted on the Temporary Mobile Retail
Food Establishments (Food Trucks)retaiHeod-establishment-mobite.

A Signs shall not project from the Temporary Mobile Retail Food Establishments
E"A DENVER (Food Trucks) retaiHfood-establishment-meobite and shall not be illuminated or
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Food trucks have continued to be embraced by Denver in the years since the last time zoning’s food truck rules were revised. This update
reflects not only a high level of community tolerance for food trucks as business incubators and entertainment, but also the reality of how

food trucks are already operating in the city, albeit technically illegally under previous rules.
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