
Food Trucks
NEW: Retail Food Establishment, Mobile (Food Truck), 
Accessory to Primary Nonresidential Uses, Sec. 11.10.19

EXPANDED: Retail Food Establishment, Mobile (Food 
Truck), Temporary Use

Food trucks have continued to be embraced by Denver in the years since the last time zoning’s food truck rules were revised.  
This update  reflects not only a high level of community tolerance for food trucks as business incubators and entertainment, but 
also the reality of how food trucks are already operating in the city, albeit technically illegally under previous rules.
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Retail Food Establishment, Mobile (Food Truck), Accessory
to Primary Nonresidential Uses, Sec. 11.10.19

o Broaden allowance for food trucks on private property as a permanent accessory use
incidental and secondary to the operations of a primary education,
arts/recreation/entertainment, stadium/arena, outdoor retail, brewery/winery/distillery uses
and on Denver’s educational, hospital, and National Western Center campuses.

o Allowed with new limitations to mitigate possible external effects.
o A zoning permit is required to establish this new accessory use.

Broaden allowance for food trucks on private property by allowing them to operate on a permanent basis (including 
rotating vendors) as accessory to specific primary uses, including sports arenas, outdoor entertainment/recreation 
facilities, educational or hospital campus uses, and breweries/wineries/distilleries.
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Retail Food Establishment, Mobile (Food 
Truck), Temporary Uses, Sec. Sec. 11.11.14

Remove some limitations on temporary food truck 
operations and allow food trucks in combination with 
other temporary uses, such as special events/festivals, 
farmers’ markets, and outdoor 
amusement/entertainment uses.  

Broaden allowance for food trucks to operate on private property on a temporary basis only by removing limitations, allowing 
them in combination with other temporary uses such as special events/festivals/bazaars/circuses, and allow them to operate 
on vacant private property.

Use table example from article 3. In some districts we’ve gone from NP to L and L‐ZP. 
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Retail Food Establishment, Mobile (Food Truck), 
Temporary Use, Sec. 11.11.14
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Retail Food Establishment, Mobile (Food Truck), 
Temporary Use, Sec. 11.11.14

Catching up to community and the business world’s acceptance of food trucks:  deleted the requirement for a zoning permit 
for 12‐day or less temporary operations on private property; deleted the minimum distance requirement from brick‐and‐mortar 
restaurants; and expanded allowed operating hours.  The next few slides will highlight these substantial changes in the food truck 
rules.
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Retail Food Establishment, Mobile (Food Truck), 
Temporary Use, Sec. 11.11.14

Expansion of daily operating hours from 4 hours to 13 hours (8 am to 9 pm).

Unless permitted with other temporary uses, no more than one food truck may be permitted to operate per day at each zone lot. 
This was  a previously existing regulation that we have loosened to allow for more food trucks at temporary events, like carnivals, 
sporting events or concerts, and college campuses. 
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