
Outdoor Gathering Areas
Section 11.10.14

Let’s talk about Bundle changes to regulations on Outdoor Gathering Areas, in Section 11.10.14.
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Outdoor Gathering Areas
Section 11.10.14.3.C, Design 
Flexibility for Outdoor Gathering 
Areas (OGAs):
• Removed requirement for an

Administrative Adjustment for
regulatory relief

• Allow staff to review and ZA to
approve requests for certain
types of design flexibility in
exchanged for enhanced
design (11.10.14.3.C)

The most significant change to Outdoor Gathering Areas is that the Zoning Administrator now has the ability to offer certain types 
of regulatory relief for Outdoor Gathering Areas without requiring use of the Administrative Adjustment. This process is intended 
for Outdoor Gathering Areas that show creative design that meets or exceeds our design standards and guidelines.
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Outdoor Gathering Areas
Section 11.10.14.3.C.3, Types of Relief Available:

Outdoor Gathering Areas with Limited Public Visibility
• Waive requirements on covering structures and

delineating elements when not visible from public area
Outdoor Gathering Areas with Enhanced Design
• Can waive use limitations when OGA exceeds design

guidelines and standards
Parking
• Can reduce parking requirements for Primary Eating

and Drinking Establishments by 5 or more spaces
Enclosure
• Allow full enclosure of OGA (with maximum of 20% of

total seating in enclosed OGA)
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Section 11.10.14.3.C.3, Types of Relief Available, details the specific types and provisions of design flexibility allowed. For 
example, Outdoor Gathering Areas that are not visible from the street (or other public areas) can have specific requirements for 
covering structures and delineating elements waived. Outdoor Gathering Areas that exhibit high-quality design, exceeding our 
design guidelines and standards, can have any of the use limitations in 11.10.14..B waived. Up to 5 required parking spaces for a 
Primary Eating and Drinking Establishment use can be waived to provide space for an Outdoor Gathering Area, and an Outdoor 
Gathering Area covered by a General or Minor Detached Structure like a pergola or trellis can be fully enclosed. All of these types 
of relief are subject to the review criteria in section 11.10.14.3.C.5, which was also shown on the previous slide.
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Outdoor Gathering Areas
Other changes:
• Removed reference to ADA

standards and specific surface
requirement in 11.10.14.3.B

• Covering structures now under
“General or Minor Detached
Structure” standards

• Clarified 5-foot minimum clear
path for pedestrians on a sidewalk
or on a pedestrian path adjacent
to an outdoor gathering area

Finally, several other additional changes were made, including removing the reference to ADA standards and specific surface 
requirement in 11.10.14.3.B.

Covering structures (such as pergolas or trellises) are now considered “General or Minor Detached Structures”, and the  Pedestrian 
Conflicts provision has been clarified to require a 5‐foot minimum clear path for pedestrians on a sidewalk or on a pedestrian path 
adjacent to an outdoor gathering area. 
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