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In this bundle training video, we’ll look at changes affecting tree preservation and pre-development activity standards.



—
Prohibition on Activities Prior to Site

Development Approval - Exceptions

Sec. 10.5.3, Tree Preservation - Residential Zone Districts

SECTION 10.5.3 TREEPRESERVATION-—RESIDENTALZONEDISTRICTS
RESERVED

Proposal to remove the entirety of 10.5.3 because all tree preservation regulations and enforcement
are covered in Chapter 57 of The Denver Revised Municipal Code.
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The bundle removes the section of the DZC that describes required tree preservation in favor of referring to Chapter 57 of
the DRMC, making clear that The Office of the City Forester is responsible for setting and enforcing these regulations. We
were maintaining duplicative standards and ending up with different sets of standards when they were updating their
standards and procedures. You’ll notice more references to Chapter 57 in the DZC when it comes to tree preservation.



—
Prohibition on Activities Prior to Site Development

Approval - Exceptions
Sec. 12.4.3.2, Applicability

C. Prohibition on Activities Prior to Site Development Plan Approval - Exceptions

1. General Rule
Except as allowed herein, niNo development shall occur on property subject to Site De-
velopment Plan review until a Site Development Plan has been approved, and requisite
zoning and building permits issued.

2. Exceptions
The Zoning Administrator may allow the application for and issuance of permits before
approval of a Site Development Plan to allow:

a. Environmental remediation of a site or building;
b. Demolition of existing structures:
(o Grading, subject to compliance with minimum tree preservation standards in

DRMC, Chapter 57 and minimum drainage and grading standards stated in this
Code or any other applicable city code or rule;

d. Preparation for utilities and utility installation, or

e. Other similar land or existing structure preparation activities as determined by the
Zoning Administrator.

3. Applicant Proceeds At Risk
An Applicant who successfully applies for and starts such permitted activity before ap-

proval of the Site Development Plan does so at their own risk of violating this Code or
other city codes or rule because of either subsequent conditions attached to the approved

770 Site Development Plan, any subsequent changes in this Code or other city code or rule,
E) DENVER or because the Site Development Plan is withdrawn administratively due to inactivity ac-
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Within the Site Development Plan Review section, there is a general prohibition on activities on the site prior to approval of the SDP and
the zoning and building permits having been issued. With the bundle, we’ve added specific exceptions for: environmental remediation,
demolition, grading, preparations for utilities or installation of utilities, or other similar land or structure preparation activities. Applicants
who start activities within these categories do so at their own risk of violating the code or other City codes. Item 3 lists other possible
risks, such as subsequent changes in this code or other rules, conditions attached to the approved SDP, or because the SDP is withdrawn
for inactivity.





