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This policy is meant to provide basic information in any given occupancy. All Fire Code requirements 
will be enforced, these will be addressed by the Fire Inspector. 
 

I. SCOPE 
 
This policy covers the permitting requirements as they pertain to a Fire Watch within the City 
and County of Denver.  

   
II. REFERENCES 

 
Denver Fire Code 
 

III. DEFINITIONS 
 
Denver Fire Code 
 

IV. PERMITS  
 
A. Construction Permits, where required 

1. Obtain construction permits via Development Services E-Permits: Development 
Services  E-Permits.   

  
B. Operational Permits required 

1. Obtain Operational Permits via E-Permits: Denver Fire Department - Fire Safety 
Operational Permits.  

 
V. SPECIFICS AND CONDITIONS 

 
A. Personal Protective Equipment  

1. Personnel conducting fire watch duties in tenant finish projects or in new construction 
should be equipped with personal protective equipment. The minimum gear that 
should be provided is:  

a. Hardhat 
b. Reflective vest 
c. Safety glasses 
d. Long pants 
e. Steel toe/Shank shoes or boots 
f. Gloves 
g. Flashlight 

 
B. Fire Watch Duties:  

1. An adequate number of qualified personnel shall be on site continuously to conduct 
fire watch throughout the entire structure or building/area at thirty (30) minute 
intervals, or as determined by the Fire Prevention Division. In high rise structures 
there should be one person for every ten (10) floors being protected. 

2. Patrolling the exterior of the building when the fire watch is to be conducted indoors 
is insufficient protection. 

3. A log and subsequent record of all actions taken during the fire watch must be 

https://www.denvergov.org/Government/Departments/Community-Planning-and-Development/Building-Codes-Policies-and-Guides
https://www.denvergov.org/Government/Departments/Community-Planning-and-Development/Building-Codes-Policies-and-Guides
https://www.denvergov.org/content/denvergov/en/denver-development-services.html
https://www.denvergov.org/content/denvergov/en/denver-development-services.html
https://www.denvergov.org/content/denvergov/en/fire-department-home/permits-licensing/fire-safety-permits.html
https://www.denvergov.org/content/denvergov/en/fire-department-home/permits-licensing/fire-safety-permits.html
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maintained and attached to the fire watch permit in the E-Permits - Accela Citizen 
portal. 

4. The number of fire watch personnel required, and their qualifications shall be 
determined by the Fire Prevention Division based on life safety factors that include, 
but are not limited to occupancy classification, occupancy use, construction type, 
functionality of fire and life safety systems present, hours of occupancy, and 
occupancy management staffing. 

5. If it is determined by the Fire Prevention Division that fire watch personnel must 
consist of Fire Prevention Division members due to significant life safety concerns, 
the property owner or manager shall be responsible for payment of the services of 
that Fire Prevention member(s) at rates established by the City and County of 
Denver. 

6. Fire watch personnel must have access to a cellular telephone, landline telephone or 
portable radio for un-delayed wireless access to the fire dispatcher (911). 

7. Fire watch personnel must have access to portable fire extinguishers at locations 
required by the Denver Fire Department with a minimum rating of 2-A10B:C and be 
trained in their use. 

8. Fire watch personnel must abide by and follow all instructions and conditions as set 
forth in the fire watch permit. 

9. No fire watch outside of normal business hours shall be conducted without a fire 
watch permit being issued and posted onsite.  

10. Personnel conducting fire watch shall have no other duties other than those assigned 
to a fire watch detail. 

11. Employers must ensure that employees assigned to fire watch duty have a clear 
view of and immediate access to all areas included in the fire watch and outlined in 
the fire watch permit. 

12. The employer must ensure that employees assigned to fire watch are physically 
capable of performing their duties. 

13. No smoking while conducting a fire watch. 

 

END OF DOCUMENT 
 


