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PLEASE POST ON ALL BULLETIN BOARDS AS SOON 
AS POSSIBLE 

 
Public Hearing Notice - No. 616 

 
A Career Service Board Public Hearing has been scheduled regarding proposed provisional 
revisions to Career Service Rule 16-28 Grounds for Discipline.  
 
The scheduled time for the public hearing is THURSDAY, MARCH 19, 2020 at 9:00 A.M., in the 
Hearing Office, First Floor, Webb Municipal Building, 201 West Colfax Avenue. 

 
If anyone wishes to submit written comments or talk to OHR staff regarding this notice, please 
contact: 

 
Jill Hamus 
HR Compliance Officer 
Office of Human Resources 
201 West Colfax, 4th Floor 
Department 412 
Denver, Colorado 80202 
(720) 913-5618 
Jill.Hamus@denvergov.org  

 
Comments regarding this notice should be submitted no later than 12:00 P.M. on MONDAY, 
MARCH 16, 2020. 

 
If anyone wishes to address the Board regarding this notice please contact George Branchaud 
at (720) 913-5650 or at george.branchaud@denvergov.org no later than 12:00 P.M. on 
MONDAY, MARCH 16, 2020 to get on the agenda.  You are encouraged to submit written 
comments regarding the subject matter of your testimony at this time so that the Board has time 
to adequately consider your input. 

 
  

Career Service Rule Section 2-20 B. - Adoption, Amendment or Repeal of Career 
Service Rules (“Rules”).  When the Board or the OHR Executive Director 

determines that a change in the Rules is necessary or desirable, the procedure 
shall be as follows: ... 2) The proposed rule change shall be posted on the same 
bulletin boards as the local, state, and federal-mandated posters, as well as the 

Career Service Board’s internet page, and made available to appointing 
authorities, employees, and the general public for comments and suggestions.  A 
short summary of the proposed rule change and the reason(s) for the proposed 
change shall be posted with the proposed rule change…  4)  A public hearing on 

the proposed rule change shall be held by the Board. 
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PLEASE POST ON ALL BULLETIN BOARDS  
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 

 
RULE PROPOSAL 487B 
 
TO:    Appointing Authorities, Managers, and Employees   
FROM:   Karen Niparko, OHR Executive Director   
DATE:   February 27, 2020   
SUBJECT: Proposed revisions of Career Service Rule 16-28 Grounds for Discipline 
 
THIS PROPOSED PROVISIONAL REVISION TO THE CAREER SERVICE RULES IS BEING 
POSTED FOR PUBLIC COMMENT AND HEARING TO BE HELD ON   
 

THURSDAY, March 19, 2020 at 9:00 A.M.  
Webb Municipal Building Hearing Office, First Floor   

 
 

CURRENT RULE REVISED RULE RULE 
NUMBER 

REVISION INTENTION & 
IMPACT 

N/A  Rule 16-28 U This rule is intended to fill a gap in 
the conduct rules for the 
occasions when an employee 
uses his/her position for the 
benefit of a third party but there is 
no readily identifiable private gain 
or personal benefit to the 
employee or identifiable conflict of 
interest as that phrase is defined.  
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DELETIONS ARE INDICATED BY strike through AND ADDITIONS ARE INDICATED BY 
bold, italics, and underline. 

16-28 Grounds for Discipline  
(Re-numbered June 22, 2018; Rule Revision Memo 43D) 
 
The following may be cause for the discipline or dismissal of a Career Service employee: 

 
A. Neglect of duty or carelessness in performance of duties and responsibilities. 
 
B. Theft, destruction, or neglect in the use of City property; or property or materials 

of any other person or entity. 
 
C. Unauthorized operation or use of any vehicles, machines, or equipment of the 

City, or of any entity having a contract with the City, including, but not limited to, 
the unauthorized use of the internet, e-mail, or telephones. 

 
D. Any act of dishonesty, which may include, but is not limited to, lying, or 

improperly altering or falsifying records, examination answers, or work hours. 
 

E. Accepting, soliciting, or making a bribe, or using official position or authority for 
personal profit or advantage, including kickbacks. 
 

F. Failing to comply with the lawful orders of an authorized supervisor or failing to 
do assigned work which the employee is capable of performing. 

 
G. 1. Failing to meet established standards of performance including either  

qualitative or quantitative standards.  When citing this subsection, a 
department or agency must describe the specific standard(s) the 
employee has failed to meet, such as standards in the employee’s 
individual goals or in a Performance Improvement Plan (PIP).  (Revised 
May 12, 2017; Rule Revision Memo 26D) 

 
2. Any employee who receives an “Unacceptable” performance rating and 

fails to correct his or her performance in the subsequent PIP (or PIPs), is 
considered to have been given an adequate opportunity to correct his or 
her behavior and may be dismissed without his or her appointing authority 
first being required to resort to progressive discipline. (Revised May 12, 
2017; Rule Revision Memo 26D)

 
H. Intimidation or retaliation against an individual who has been identified as a 

witness, party, or representative of any party to any hearing or investigation 
relating to any disciplinary procedure, or any violation of a city, state, or federal 
rule, regulation or law, or against an employee who has used the dispute 
resolution process in good faith. 

 
I. Failure to maintain satisfactory working relationships with co-workers and other 

individuals the employee interacts with as part of his or her job.  
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J. Being charged with or convicted of a crime, or entering a plea of guilty or nolo 
contendere to a crime.  Before imposing discipline under this subsection, the 
department or agency shall follow the guidelines contained in subsection 16-23.  

 
K. Failure to report charges of, pleas to, or convictions of crimes as required by this 

Rule 16. 
 
L. Discrimination or harassment as defined in this Rule 16.  This includes making 

derogatory statements based on race, color, religion, national origin, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender identity and expression, disability, genetic information, military 
status, age, marital status, political affiliation, or any other status protected under 
federal, state, and/or local law. This prohibited conduct need not rise to the level 
of a violation of any relevant local, state or federal law before an employee may 
be disciplined and the imposition of such discipline does not constitute an 
admission that the City violated any law. (Revised September 21, 2017; Rule 
Revision Memo 28D) 

 
M. Unauthorized absence from work; or abuse of paid time off, sick leave, or other 

types of leave; or violation of any rules relating to any forms of leave. 
 
N. Unauthorized deviation from scheduled shift including reporting to work after the 

scheduled start time of the shift, leaving work before the end time of the shift, or 
working unauthorized overtime. 

 
O. Failure to use safety devices or failure to observe safety regulations. 
 
P. Engaging in a strike, sabotage, or work slowdown. 

 
Q. Divulging confidential or otherwise sensitive information to unauthorized 

individuals.  
 
R. Conduct which violates the Career Service Rules, the City Charter, the Denver 

Revised Municipal Code, Executive Orders, written departmental or agency 
regulations, policies or rules, or any other applicable legal authority.  When citing 
this subsection, a department or agency must cite the specific regulation, policy 
or rule the employee has violated. 

 
S. Refusal to cooperate, including refusing to provide requested information and 

materials relevant to the investigation. 
 
T. Conduct which is or could foreseeably: 
 

1. Be prejudicial to the good order and effectiveness of the department or 
agency;
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2. Bring disrepute on or compromises the integrity of the City; or 
 
3. Be unbecoming of a City employee. 
 

U. Other than for incidental identification of employment, an employee may 
not: 

 
1. Use the name, property, image or likeness of the City and County of  

Denver, or the employee’s status or position with the City and 
County of Denver, for personal benefit or for the benefit of a third 
party without providing the content of the use to and receiving 
written permission from the employee’s appointing authority; or 
 

2. Use their own name, image, or likeness in their official 
capacity as a City employee to endorse or give testimonials for 
products or services of a third party without providing the 
content of the use to and receiving written permission from 
their appointing authority.  Appointing authorities shall confer 
with the City Attorney’s Office to determine if a licensing 
agreement is necessary prior to providing approval. 
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