Meeting Minutes
DENVER PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD MEETING
August 14, 2024 — 5:30- 7:30 pm
Virtual Meeting: Via Zoom Webinar

PRAB Meeting Norms
Be respectful and presume positive intentions.
Seek first to understand and then to be understood.
Stay focused on topics at hand.
Allow space for all to have a voice.
Listen without judgement.
Live our values of equity and inclusion.

Board Members In attendance:

Kate Fritz, Lee Rains Thomas, Yoli Casas, Kendra Black, Jill Mullen, Lynne Mason, Florence Navarro,
Tate Carpenter, Uriel Berrum, Meredith Levy, Chris Urias, Jack Paterson, Brooke Badon, Jevon Taylor,
Marlene DelLaRosa, Trena Marsal

Absent: Fran Coleman, Pam Jiner, Deana Perlmutter

CALL TO ORDER

Lee Rains Thomas (Chair) calls meeting to order at 5:31 pm
Land acknowledgement (Yoli Casas)

Board Norms (Lee Rains Thomas)

Introduce new member Uriel Berrum representing Dist. 7

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS

Approve July Minutes

MOVE: Kendra Black

SECOND: Chris Urias

ABSTENTIONS: Meredith Levy, Brooke Badon
RESULT: PASSED

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Huong Dang: Lives in Highlands, bikes in City Park. Encouraging DPR to enable better biking and
walking in parks. Wants to expand gardens in other parks. Wants also to understand why bike path in
Washington Park is only one direction. Makes ride around too long. Would like pedestrian path in City
Park repaved.

Ian Frasch: Would like Washington Park bike road to be 2 way to create better options for commuters
rather than catering to recreational cyclists. Would also like to see larger pedestrian lane. Liked food
truck pilot. Would like a café in a public building permanent—suggests building at Franklin and
Exposition

PUBLIC HEARINGS:
5-Year Update to Legacy Fund Plan—Gordon Robertson and Owen Wells




Public Hearing held on final 5-Year Update to Legacy Fund Plan. Robertson goes through the outline of
the plan. First, general reminder of process and history of the Legacy Fund. New plan addresses 2025-
2029. Next, details feedback from public as input into the new plan. 7 primary themes in plan: (1)
reinvesting in system, (2) adapting for resilience, (3) expansion of the system, (4) creating unique places,
(5) fostering connection and partnerships, (6) broadening offerings, and (7) enhancing mountain
destinations.

Public Comment:

Greg Sorenson: Lives in Cheeseman neighborhood. Do not believe DPR has been transparent about
accounting for Legacy Fund money. Doesn’t have specifics on expenses and believes that he tax
revenues are not clearly shown on the reports. Believes 102 million should be in the reserve but plan
shows balance of 1 million. Believes that there is unclear accounting and that there should be greater
transparency in accounting. Wants complete accounting for fund, clarification on location of unspent
funds and status, consistently include better accounting in reporting.

Woody Garnsey: Lives in Park Hill. Wants to highlight the omission of the Park Hill GC land and
believes that it should be included in the new plan. Believes that the funds in the new plan should be
used to acquire Park Hill GC.

Shanta Harrison-Sullivan: Lives in NE Park Hill. Believes that Park Hill GC land should be
acquired—does not support the plan because the Park Hill land is not included—or even mentioned--to
be converted into new regional park. Believes that the failure to include the land demonstrates a
rejection of the desires of the people. Demands that the City require current owners to restore it to
requirements of easement and restore to golf course.

Michael Kosnet: Concerned at omission of plan to mention efforts to get Park Hill GC to acquired as a
park and to go forward with purchase. Believes it should be purchased and used to expand into a
regional park. Believes that DPR has failed to acknowledge the public desire for the land. Urges
rejection of plan by PRAB and to demand that Park Hill GC be included in the plan. Notes that Mayor is
in favor of this.

Ashley Albright: Supports rejection of the plan because of failure to include Park Hill GC.

Board Discussion/Comment:

Lynne Mason: Agrees that Park Hill GC should have been included in new plan. Concerned that the
plan ignores it and wants planning around purchasing land. Believes that the Park Hill GC should have
been included in to demonstrate that the City acknowledges that the project is important. Wants the plan
to be revised to include mention.

Florence Navarro: Thinks transparency on accounting and reporting is critical and needs possibly to
be updated to demonstrate to public good stewardship of funds. Encourages patience in the acquisitions
and that DPR be better about showing progress in this area.

Jevon Taylor: Agrees that the Park Hill GC should have been included.
Jolon Clark: What goes into plan does not specify specific properties will be acquired, that is by design

to not telegraph. Mayor’s statement around negotiations being ongoing. Just because a specific parcel is
not included does not mean it isn’t being considered or budgeted for. Because negotiations are ongoing,



do not want to make promises in writing. Believes that what is important is to see that there are funds
for acquisition funds available for opportunities. Acknowledges the confusion in accounting reporting—
some of the issues arise because of inclusion of multiple agencies funding projects and City Ordinance
requiring complicated financing. Fund balances are often held because of need for flexibility and
requirements for final sign off for projects. Contingencies require retainage of funds. Acknowledges that
DPR is not doing a great job of telling the story around funds, actions and activities. Committed to
ensuring that the fund is well spent and taken care of and telling story better about the successes. This
plan would not necessarily have the info on the specific parcels and because the negotiations are ongoing
it would not be included. This plan is not designed to have the granularity to include specific parcels.

Thinks this can be approved with recommendation of addition to include language, but not thinking that
it should be specific as to Park Hill GC

Lee Rains-Thomas: Understands that earmarking the amount of money needed for Park Hill GC could
possibly deplete the fund.

Brooke Badon: This plan might not have the info to include Park Hill GC, but that doesn’t mean it
shouldn’t.

Kendra Black: Doesn’t think plan should be rejected or that a recommendation should be included that
Park Hill GC be mentioned. Doesn’t want to delay approval.

Chris Urias: Doesn’t want PRAB to guarantee that the parcel be purchased.
MOTION
Motion to recommend plan be recommended to DPR Director to be sent for approval by City Council

with some sort of statement acknowledging that the Park Hill GC is an important issue.

MOVE: Lynn Mason
SECOND: Brooke Badon

Discussion:
Florence Navarro: because the legacy plan is not full of specifics, is there somewhere else that this

could be included?

Kendra Black: Recommends that approval of plan be accompanied with a letter from PRAB to City
Council outlining concerns related to Park Hill GC

Lee Rains Thomas: Agrees
Tate Carpenter: Doesn’t think this is an appropriate place to put a specific parcel.
Chris Urias: Not clear where in the plan any statement on Park Hill GC would belong.

RESULT: FAILED



MOTION:
To approve 5 year plan as drafted.

MOVE: Marlene DelLaRosa
SECOND: Kendra Black
Opposed: Lynn Mason

RESULT: PASSED

Agreement to draft letter to City Council regarding importance of Park Hill GC for approval by PRAB
members.

PRESENTATION:

Urban Forest Strategic Plan—Final. See Attached. Elizabeth Judd, Chris Geddes

Plan in development since January 2023. Outlines the goals of the plan to be clear on information and
approachable. Tried to incorporate lots of public comment. 2 surveys. Big response on desire to
increase tree canopy and maintenance. Public also wants investment in community stewardship for urban
forest. Most respondents were in favor of plan. Urban forest should be considered infrastructure. 3
primary goals: Increase Canopy Citywide, Promote and Invest in the Community Stewardship of urban
forest, Recalibrate Denver’s urban forestry practices. After plan is published there will be work toward
implementation including public and partner engagement.

Lee Rains Thomas—concerns over development and loss of mature trees.

Lynne Mason—echoes concerns over loss of mature trees. Would like to change code to help ensure
protection of mature trees.

PRAB COMMITTEE REPORTS—See Attached

Full Committee reports were not presented due to time constraints of Public Hearing. All committees
were asked to submit written reports to include with meeting minutes.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT—See Attached

AUGUST Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Meeting
Wednesday, August 14, 2024
Executive Director’s Report

Call for Mural Artists: DPR will be supporting the creation of three new murals along the city’s trail
network, bringing attention to DPR’s It’s In Denver’s Nature campaign to make Denver more resilient in
the face of climate change. The deadline to apply is Aug. 25 and art will be installed in fall 2024. To
learn more about this CALL FOR ARTISTS, visit www.denvergov.org/nature.

Call for Artists for the future Westwood Recreation Center: Denver Arts & Venues Call for Artists
Artwork should celebrate the culture and people of the Westwood neighborhood and welcome and
enhance the experience of those visiting the future Westwood Recreation Center. Learn more at
https://denverpublicart.org/for-artists/westwood-recreation-center-rfg/




Feast in Denver’s Nature: Reminder to stop by Paco Sanchez and Wash Park on Wednesdays and
Saturdays, and Commons Park on Thursdays for food trucks. More details (and a survey to tell us how
you think its going) at www.denvergov.org/parks.

Pickleball Updates

e Eisenhower Quiet Court Pilot: This fall Denver Parks and Recreation (DPR) will pilot the
first “quiet equipment” pickleball courts in the system. These courts will be designated for
play only using the Librarian Foam Pickleball, a ball specifically designed to reduce

noise. To manage compliance, DPR will use a green-yellow-red model, similar to our dog
parks. If the courts reach red status due to usage violations, the court will be temporarily
closed. Participation and feedback from the community will be important to the success of
the pilot. A survey to gather feedback will launch as soon as the pilot begins, which is
expected to be later this summer.

e MLK Jr. permanent pickleball courts: DPR has begun initial steps towards converting
the six temporary pickleball courts to permanent pickleball courts at Martin Luther King Jr.
Park.

e Huston Lake Pickleball Courts: This week new acoustic blocks are being installed at the
Huston Lake Pickleball Courts. This will be the first time DPR uses acoustic blocks at one of
our courts so it will provide us an opportunity to see the effectiveness of this technology.

Park/Restroom Closures: DPR, in coordination with other departments such as DPD, has temporarily
closed several facilities in the last month. This includes the restrooms at Paco Sanchez Park and Sonny
Lawson Park; a section of Lincoln/La Alma Park and a small park parcel off of 14th & Kalamath. Each
closure has its particular circumstance but in general, DPR is needing to take these efforts to help
prevent the overuse or misuse of our facilities and natural assets (turf and trees) and help support
neighborhood safety efforts.

DPR Recreation:
e Senior Prom: DPR’s 6th annual Senior Prom hosted by DPR’s Active Older Adult
programs. Come dressed to impress in Glitter and Gold to enjoy a fun evening filled with
music, dancing and food.
o September 14, 3pm-6pm at the City Park Pavillion.
o Register at:

https://anc.apm.activecommunities.com/denver/activity/search/detail/86097?0onli
neSiteld=0&locale=en-US&from original cui=true

e OQutdoor Pools closed August 11. Dogapooloza is this Sunday, August 18 at Berkeley and
Cook Park pools.



e Summer Rec Kidz: This year, Recreation tried a new model for serving Denver youth
that proved to be successful. Enrollment for Summer Rec Kidz was 2,243 for the entire
summer.
e Other usage data:

o Outdoor Pool Usage (June 14 — August 11) = 95,757

o Rec. Center Usage (June 1 — August 12) = 485,150

o Total MY Denver Usage (June 1 — August 12) = 113,065

= 26,169 youth used their MYD cards at least once this summer
o 17,016 program enrollments in June and July

Park Projects — get involved in upcoming meetings, open houses and events:

e Skyline Park Block 2 Virtual Meeting: Get the scoop on the latest updates to the future
improvements planned for Skyline Park

o WHEN: Thursday, August 15, 2024 | 5:30PM

o WHERE: Zoom - Register at bit.ly/3XYPQo4
e New Park at 47th and Telluride In-Person Public Meeting: A new park is coming to 47th &
Telluride (formerly 47th & Walden) - it will be a vibrant and active community center for the
Gateway-Green Valley Ranch Neighborhood. In addition to an interactive water feature, sports
court, and walking trails, the park will include play structures and other amenities requested by

the community in the Vision Plan process from 2022. Join us at the public meeting to give your
thoughts on the design so far

o WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 28, 2024 --- Stop by anytime from 5:30 — 7:30 PM
o KIPP Northeast Denver Middle School | Cafeteria

OTHER ITEMS

Marlene DelL.aRosa: would like to encourage student membership on PRAB. Commends lifeguards for
sticking to rules at outdoor pools this summer.

Florence Navarro: La Raza Park issue night of 8/13. In preparation for public meeting DPR staff was
trying to get ready for public meeting on park improvements. Confrontation regarding unhoused people,
there were unhoused people sleeping in kiosk and DPR trying to host meeting. There was aggressive
behavior from member of public trying to act as informal advocate for unhoused. Not unique to this
park. Park Rangers did excellent job with trying to engage with person providing resources. Difficult



situation that also exists in many other parks. Encourages looking for other resources to help with
providing services to unhoused people in parks so that it doesn’t all fall on DPR staff.

Marlene: Montbello HS opening. 2pm. 8/16
ADJOURNMENT 7:56




