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LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT

The City and County of Denver’s Parks 
and Recreation Department honors and 
acknowledges that the land on which we 
reside is the traditional territory of the Ute, 
Cheyenne, and Arapaho Peoples. We also 
recognize the 48 contemporary tribal nations 
that are historically tied to the lands that 
make up the state of Colorado.

We honor Elders past, present, and future, 
and those who have stewarded this land 
throughout generations. We also recognize 
that government, academic and cultural 
institutions were founded upon and 
continue to enact exclusions and erasures of 
Indigenous Peoples.

May this acknowledgment demonstrate 
a commitment to working to dismantle 
ongoing legacies of oppression and 
inequities and recognize the current 
and future contributions of Indigenous 
communities in Denver.
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DENVER’S OPEN SPACE VISION

I grew up surrounded by nature, and 
it shaped how I see my surroundings.  
I hope everyone, even in this more 
urban setting, can learn to feel that 
kind of connection to the land.
			     -JULIE LEHMAN,

DPR HORTICULTURE & OPEN SPACE MANAGER 
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DENVER’S OPEN SPACE VISION
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DENVER’S OPEN SPACE VISION

VISION & MISSION 

20 YEAR 
OPEN SPACE 

VISION
Denver’s open spaces 
will support a network 
of landscapes that 
enhance biodiversity for 
ecosystem health, increase 
environmental resilience, 
and provide all Denverites 
and visitors access to nature.

MISSION
Denver’s Open Space Program 
leads the protection and 
enhancement of a Uniquely 
Denver natural heritage, 
adaptively managing landscapes 
to foster climate resilience, 
healthy ecological systems, 
and biodiverse habitats. The 
Open Space Program promotes 
stewardship and collaborative 
partnerships, creating equitable 
connections to nature for 
community wellbeing.  

Westerly Creek Trail weaves through open space at Westerly Creek Park
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DENVER’S OPEN SPACE VISION

OPEN SPACE GOALS                 
Four priority goals guide the Open Space 
Program 20-year vision:

GOAL 2: 
Protect and enhance 
ecosystem services

GOAL 3: 
Increase, connect, and 
conserve wildlife habitat 

GOAL 4: 
Promote stewardship 
opportunities and education 

GOAL 1: 
Improve the quality of native and 
climate-adapted vegetation 
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DENVER’S OPEN SPACE VISION

Each goal is supported by a set of 
strategies, implemented in phases as 
outlined in the preliminary phasing plan 
chart on pages 68-69. Refer to the ‘Goals, 
Strategies, and Actions’ section for more 
information.  As shown in the chart, the 
implementation of the goals will proceed 
in phases with an initial Phase 1 (short-term) 
to lay the foundation for the Program,  

Phase 2 (mid-term) for further program 
development and strategy interventions 
tied to open space properties, and 
Phase 3 (long-term) and for subsequent 
years focusing on implementing broader 
community landscape and adaptive 
management actions. 

Volunteer e�orts at DEN Open Space





Denver Parks & Recreation    Open Space Vision Plan 35

DENVER’S OPEN SPACE VISION

In Colorado, the management of noxious 
weeds is governed by the Colorado 
Noxious Weed Act (Article 5.5 of Title 
35, Colorado Revised Statutes). This 
legislation mandates that each county’s 
Board of County Commissioners adopt 
a noxious weed management plan for 
all unincorporated lands within their 
jurisdiction. To effectively administer this 
plan, counties must appoint a County 
Weed Coordinator. The responsibilities of 
the County Weed Coordinator include: 
•	 Overseeing the creation and execution 

of the county’s integrated noxious 
weed management plan 

•	 Working with the local advisory 
board, which is appointed by the 
county’s governing body, to develop 
recommended management plans 
and criteria for designated noxious 
weeds 

•	 Advising landowners or occupants 
on managing noxious weeds and 
specifying the best available control 
methods as part of integrated 
management strategies. 

•	 Enforcing compliance with the 
Colorado Noxious Weed Act by 
coordinating with local authorities to 
issue notices and orders to landowners 
or occupants who fail to manage 
noxious weeds on their properties.  

COLORADO NOXIOUS WEED MANAGEMENT RESPONSIBILITIES 

Restoration e�orts and stewardship opportunities come together at Bear Creek Park
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EXISTING CONDITIONS








































































































































































