Meeting Minutes
DENVER PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD MEETING
January 10, 2024 — 5:30- 7:30 pm
Virtual Meeting: Via Zoom Webinar

PRAB Meeting Norms
Be respectful and presume positive intentions.
Seek first to understand and then to be understood.
Stay focused on topics at hand.
Allow space for all to have a voice.
Listen without judgement.
Live our values of equity and inclusion.

Board Members In attendance:

Kate Fritz, Lee Rains Thomas, Jill Mullen, Kendra Black, Meredith Levy, Lynne Mason, Jevon Taylor,
Chris Urias, Jack Paterson, Yoli Casas, Marlene DelLaRosa, Brooke Badon, Florence Navarro, Deana
Perlmutter, Trena Marsal

Absent: Fran Coleman, Pam Jiner, Michael Rendon, Tate Carpenter, Trena Marsal

CALL TO ORDER

Lee calls meeting to order at 5:33
Land acknowledgement (Lee)
Board Norms (Lee)

Welcome new members.
Kendra Black

Yoli Casas

Chris Urias

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS

Approve November Minutes

Motion to approve: Marlene

Second: Florence

Unanimously pass as written, 1 abstention (Kate)

PUBLIC COMMENTS

David Meyering:

Arslan Guney: Pickle Ball. On behalf of PB community wanted to thank Jolon for expanding PB in Denver.
Wants permanent lines in Central Park Rec Center, minimum wants taped lines. Appreciates support because
so many depend on it. Notes Gilmore comment and asks that he apologize.

Philae Knight: Grateful for opportunity and forum. Cheeseman-wants greater enforcement of rules on
picking up animal waste. Welcome a discussion or contacts or solutions. Wants to be part of the solution.

Incident @ gazebo. Individual took life, would love to have some light inside of the gazebo for safety.

PUBLIC HEARING: Unnamed Park and Iliff and Bellaire—Park Naming: DECK ATTACHED




Proposed Name: Bethesda Park
Lee gives background on proposal. Copies of petitions for naming are on file with DPR.

Intro: Russ DenBraber. Kudos to Laura Morales and Falene Young for good job on work. Goes through
committee members. Shows steps in process including community input, meetings, developed plan to ensure
that good community was obtained—wanted to get all possible opinions. Outlines timeline of all steps needed
in naming process. Presented to PRAB Operations and Budget Committee 11/15/23—voted to pass to full
PRAB Board.

7 Names were considered for park. Decided on Bethesda Park.

Background on Park Name. History of name for location, relation to TB and mental health hospitals. Long
relationship with Dutch heritage settlers and the Bethesda Foundation support of community.

Councilwoman Romero-Campbell: Supports process and thanks for thorough work on committee. Fully in
support of work and naming. Very complimentary of the time spent on the process and people gathering
signatures. Good way to honor SE and U Hills Community.

Lou Raders: Has connection to area since moving there in ’85. Loves the area, where she used to buy
plants. She has relationship with Denver Academy and great relationship to the campus and area. Worked
with Russ when he was with Christian Living Communities. Lots of work on Claremont Park Retirement
Community. Thinks new park will serve this area well. It is a place that will return to peaceful, calm and
lovely. Good for everyone in area. This will honor Bethesda legacy.

Falene Young: Was member of park naming committee. She liked the process of the naming and learning
more about community and members. Bethesda was the clear winner for new name. Very much looking
forward to going to the new park. Will be a great open space asset.

Q/A and Comments From PRAB

Lynne—was land donated to City? No. First parcel acquired through Legacy funding.

Kendra—was on naming committee. She thinks process was great. Thinks name is great.

Jack—heard about 300 signatures. Q: How many were needed? A: 300 for this size park. Next step is to City
Council.

Florence—excited that this was purchased with legacy funds

Motion to Approve and recommend to Director to advance to City Council: Kate
Second: Florence
Results: Passed Unanimously 1 abstention (Kendra)

Jolon: Thanks to group for work on naming. This is very special because it is first park approved for
purchase under 2A Legacy Fund. Final design this year, construction next year and open 2026. Actual
construction and design money comes from RISE bond fund and additional Legacy fund.

PRAB COMMITTEE REPORTS
Operations, Maintenance, Budget
No Report

Recreation and Programming
Marlene. Up in program registrations. Usage of centers was up—Carla Madison is highest. Older adults up




32% for regular center usage. My Denver is only up 13% in 2023. Wants to discuss at the retreat. Wants to

encourage youth usage at Rec Centers. Wants to improve on getting youth in door—because so important to

schools, mental health etc. So much opportunity with My Denver Card and wants to get this information out
more.

Sustainability & Resiliency
Jack. No meeting December. November got a wildlife briefing—conditions look unlikely that there will be
culling of geese this year. Sent matrix of issues to look at.

Planning, Design, Funding, Accessibility
No November meeting.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Working with facilitator for retreat. Goes over meeting times for committees. Executive group set, Lee, Pam,
Kate.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT

Pickleball expansion: added 13 courts to 7 rec centers—total 66 indoor. Converted temp taped lines to
permanent for 15 indoor courts—will evaluate whether to convert other locations depending on usage.
Expanded drop-in hours by 30% at indoor courts. Expanding additional resources for learning. Have 6 pop
up courts and working to convert to permanent. Also building new courts in other areas and planning and
design for additional outdoor. By end of ’25 shooting for additional 50 outdoor courts.

Skyline ice skating still open through Feb 11. My Denver Card holders get free skates.

Ruby Hill Railyard—opens January 20. Winter Park Resort is cooperating partner. Free equipment usage on
certain days. Encourages everyone to visit. Great opportunity to learn how to ski.

City facing big budget issues for 2024. Continuing to see many migrants arriving and costs associated are
rising. Don’t know for sure what will happen, but based on current trends could cost up to 180 million in
2024—very difficult to balance budget as a result. DPR is being asked to identify areas for savings. Don’t
know exactly how this will impact DPR right now but looking now internally. Trying to have least impact on
services.

New Park at Kentucky and Irving. Great new facility. Very excited. Opened December 8, 2023.

DPR now has a podcast focusing on the “In Denver’s Nature” Campaign. Highlights residents on the
strategies on resiliency and support residents in looking at how to reduce water use.

New monthly newsletter. Launched in October. Have 10k people on list and 50% open rate. Very excited
about and will provide new opportunities to engage with public.

Jolon officially confirmed earlier in January.

Q/A

Meredith: Budget cuts. Q. Any insight on process? A. All learning on the process. No precedent.
Importance will be on priorities and identifying what they are. Very dynamic. So to identify what is the most
important will be best. Will try to move as much forward as possible. Capital money will likely be less
impacted, operational dollars will be impacted more.



Pickleball budget: How are funds for construction allocated. It is a City Priority. Using mapping to try to
ensure that there is a wide distribution.

OTHER ITEMS
Retreat on January 27 at ELK Education Center 9-2.

Yoli: Thanks everyone. Nice to be able to understand the history of the Bethesda Park. Definitely need to
get more kids on the My Denver Card usage.

Florence: Appreciate meeting. Looking forward to retreat and work on making PRAB better and engagement
with city-wide communities.

Kendra: Wanted to acknowledge Frank Rowe. Thank you for service.
Brooke: Comment form and process—need recap on that during retreat.

ADJOURNMENT 6:52 pm




