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With the passage of the Parks Legacy Fund, a voter-approved 0.25 percent sales tax supporting the
improvement of our city’s park system, Denver Parks and Recreation (DPR) has established an
Acquisition Program to grow and expand the parks and recreation system. Since the program began in
2019, DPR has made significant progress in the following areas:

Staffing
In 2019, DPR hired a real estate project manager that focuses on park acquisitions, resulting in several
successful acquisitions over the past three years.

Strategic Planning
Adopted in 2021 after extensive community engagement, DPR’s Strategic Acquisition Plan identifies six
focus areas:

1. Equity 4. DPR facilities

2. Closing the 10-minute walk or roll 5. Resilience, habitat restoration & waterway
service gap health

3. Mountain parks 6. Downtown, high-density & growth areas

DPR has made acquisition advancements across all 6 focus areas of the plan. The plan was recognized in
fall 2022 by the Colorado Chapter of the American Planning Association with an Honor Award.

Learn more about Denver’s Strategic Acquisition Plan.

System Growth
Since 2019, more than $7.3M of the Parks Legacy Fund has been spent on land acquisition expenses and
other funding sources and acquisition tools have been utilized resulting in:
e 473 acres added to Denver’s urban park system, including 29 acres to serve as active parks and
444 acres to serve as open space.
e 448 acres added to Denver’s mountain park system
e 5,500 additional Denver households soon to have new access to nearby parks (see figure 1)

Next Steps

Currently, there is about $25 million in the Legacy Acquisition Fund with about 24 acres in the
negotiation process (expected cost of $10 million, see figure 2). DPR staff continues to work closely with
the development community to help grow the parks system as the city grows and will soon receive
about 20 acres in developer dedicated parkland. Additionally, 0.8 acres of future parkland in Globeville
will come from the City and County of Denver’s Division of Real Estate and will help close the 10-minute
walk or roll in that neighborhood. Denver Parks and Recreation is actively considering and pursuing
additional acquisition opportunities that we hope to announce in 2023. Learn more about recently
completed and current acquisition projects.



https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Parks-Recreation/Planning-Community-Engagement/Game-Plan-for-a-Healthy-City#section-3
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/7187ecf386f24d9691e3ca32781a7c71
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/7187ecf386f24d9691e3ca32781a7c71
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/7187ecf386f24d9691e3ca32781a7c71
https://www.denvergov.org/files/assets/public/parks-and-recreation/documents/planning/strategicacquisitionplan_dpr.pdf
https://www.apacolorado.org/award-winners
https://www.denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Parks-Recreation/Planning-Community-Engagement/Park-Facility-Projects/Strategic-Acquisition-Plan
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/7187ecf386f24d9691e3ca32781a7c71
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/7187ecf386f24d9691e3ca32781a7c71
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Figure 1: 10-Minute Walk or Roll Park Service Areas for New Parks:

£y . .
ﬁ”ﬁ DENVER 10-Minute Park Service Areas s
PARKS & RECREATION T E‘.Eggnd Creek
Arvada i
T | Gatewsy Landing

. 4400 Pear| 5t - H
7 : ' #urion Park ) ) T
-I— o~ 3am Ave Greemvay {L . 47th & Telluride
7 S —
. ®

5 »
P P i ) & oo
- i/ I\-
Wheat Ridge - m s . r‘?’r |
= -
3 " 'f(l\ L/ : \k 1 New Park Status
: ¥ . ‘; - Lt ; ¥t Developed
= 2! .- " :.t" Yr Planned
. Ll . - g P Y Under Construction
Lakewood
f ﬁﬁ"“v‘_h- - Denver Parkland
\.{ 10-Minute Service Area
1 Aurora I:I Approximate New Service Area
o Lakes and Waterways
- Industrial Areas

Englewood

Littlston 0 1
1 Miles

An additional 5 500 homes will soon have
GraalT;;od 10 Minute Walk/Roll access as a result of these new parks.
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Figure 2: DPR’s Acquisition Program in the past year:
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