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Platte Farm Open Space

Arkins Promenade: Before Arkins Promenade: After



Acquisition Program Highlights
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Platte Farm Open Space

Six Acquisition Focus Areas:

• Equity

• Closing the 10-Minute Walk or Roll Gap

• Resilience, Habitat Restoration and Waterways

• Downtown, High-Density and Growth Areas

• DPR Facilities

• Mountain Parks

Advancements across all 6 focus areas!

American Planning Association, Colorado: Honor Award 2022



Acquisition Program Highlights
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Platte Farm Open Space

Total Acreage (2019-Present):

Urban Parks: 473 acres

• Planned or Existing Active Parks: 29 acres

• Planned or Existing Open Spaces: 444 acres

Mountain Parks: 448 acres

Tools Used:

Purchases

Donations

Developer Dedications

Interagency and Partner Agreements

ROW Development

Funding:

Legacy Fund: $7,322,802

Bond: $5,540,000

Gateway Fund: $192,538

Partnerships: DOTI, Xcel, Denver Water, Development Community

DPR Acquisition StoryMap: https://arcg.is/1L5mT80

Future park at Iliff & Bellaire

https://arcg.is/1L5mT80


Closing the 10-Minute Walk or Roll Gap
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Recently Completed & Active Acquisitions
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Recently Completed Acquisitions:

• 4987 N. Grant St. purchase: 0.43 acres

• 42nd & Picadilly dedication: 3.3 acres

• Second Creek dedication: 28.5 acres

• DEN open space: 387 acres

Active Acquisitions: 

• 4400 Pearl St. in Globeville: 0.84 acres

• High Point purchase: 8.6 acres

• Outlook GVR maintenance shop purchase: 3.12 acres

• DPR will be receiving about ~20 acres in developer dedicated parkland.

• Avion Park dedication: 10 acres

• High Point dedication: 9.84 acres

The Acquisition Program Today (February 2023):

• Currently ~$25M in the Legacy Acquisition Fund.

• Currently negotiating the acquisition of ~24 acres at an expected cost of ~$10M.

• DPR is considering & pursuing additional acquisition opportunities in addition to 

properties shown on this map.



Work Plans: Equity & 10-Minute Walk or Roll
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Initial Priority: High equity neighborhoods that overlapped with 10-Minute Walk or Roll gaps in 

predominantly residential areas were identified.

• Alameda & Federal
• Barnum West
• East Colfax
• East Harvey Park
• Globeville South of I-70
• Goldsmith
• Loretto Heights/College View
• North Downtown/RINO
• Southeast Montbello
• Sunnyside/Highland
• West Chaffee & Sunnyside
• West Harvey Park
• Windsor



Work Plans: Equity & 10-Minute Walk or Roll
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Work Plans: Equity & 10-Minute Walk or Roll
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Work Plans: Downtown, High-Density & Growth Areas
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Initial Priority: Downtown was identified as the initial priority given the area’s rapid development and

rising real estate values further limiting an area with already limited acquisition opportunities.

In downtown areas where DPR’s 5-Minute Walk or Roll 

gaps intersect with existing or planned residential

development:

• Arapahoe Square/20th Street Recreation Center Vicinity

• 20th and Broadway Vicinity

• Central Platte Valley Prospect

• Golden Triangle



Work Plans: Resilience, Habitat Restoration & Waterways
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Initial Priority: Waterways corridors are the initial priority and DPR and partners collaborated to identify areas 

throughout the city where multiple benefits could be achieved to meet the acquisition goals of the focus 

area.

Prioritize waterway corridors where multiple 
benefits can be achieved (e.g. bank stabilization, 
habitat restoration, trail connections, flood 
mitigation, increased access to parks), including:
• First Creek
• Lakewood Gulch 
• Weir Gulch 
• Sanderson Gulch
• High Line Canal 
• Harvard Gulch
• Dartmouth Gulch
• Clear Creek



Work Plans: Facilities
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Initial Priority: The Northeast Maintenance District Facility is the initial property, as it Is a RISE Bond 

project.

DPR Operations’ criteria for the site include:

• 2 acres or greater in size 

• Located between Chambers and Tower Roads

• Access off an arterial road with two access 

points

• Proximity to existing parks, trails and open 

spaces



Work Plans: Mountain Parks
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Initial Priority: The initial priority is to improve access for both staff and the public and to build 

connectivity between mountain parks. Mountain Park acquisitions will likely involve a partner (e.g. non-

profit, donation, etc.)



How PRAB Can Help
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• Share with Councilmembers, RNOs, and other interested parties that DPR is looking to acquire, 

especially in the priority areas.

• Let DPR know of properties for sale or owners who are interested in working with the city on an 

acquisition. 

• Share DPR’s acquisition successes to help raise awareness of how DPR is growing the system. 

• Contact Information:

Kathleen LeVeque

Denver Parks & Recreation 

Assistant Director of Parks Planning 

kathleen.leveque@denvergov.org

Luke McKay 

Department of Finance, Real Estate

DPR Acquisition & Asset Manager 

luke.mckay@denvergov.org


