Meeting Minutes
DENVER PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD MEETING
February 12 — 5:30- 7:30 pm
Virtual Meeting: Via Zoom Webinar

PRAB Meeting Norms
Be respectful and presume positive intentions.
Seek first to understand and then to be
understood.
Stay focused on topics at hand.
Allow space for all to have a voice.
Listen without judgement.
Live our values of equity and inclusion.

Board Members In attendance:

Lee Rains Thomas, Marlene DelLaRosa, Jack Paterson, Kim Yuan-Farrell, Florence Navarro,
Pam Jiner, Trena Marsal, Yoli Casas, Jill Mullen, Fran Coleman, Chris Urias, , Brooke Badon,
Uriel Berrum, Jevon Taylor, Tate Carpenter

Absent: Kate Fritz, Kendra Black, Meredith Levy, Lynne Mason

Youth attending: Tasnim Boukhris (DSST Cedar), Lily Becker (GW), Riley (East HS), Jack
Baker (TJ)

Youth Absent: Esthyr Stucky (South), Sophia Adams (DCIS Baker), Fortunate Madueke (Green
Valley)

CALL TO ORDER

Lee Rains Thomas (Chair) calls meeting to order at 5:31

Land acknowledgement (Chris Urias)

Board Norms (Lee Rains Thomas)

PRAB Guidelines hard copy document was introduced to PRAB by Lee Rains Thomas.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT

Park Hill Golf Course Acquisition: Hope that you all heard the big news! In mid-January, we
joined Mayor Mike Johnston to announce the acquisition of the Park Hill Golf Course. This is
historic, once in a lifetime deal that was negotiated by the Mayor to have the former golf course
turned into Denver’s 4 largest urban park. If approved by city council, the city will swap city
owned property in Adams County for the 155-acre former golf course.

If the agreement is approved, we expect closing on the property in early May. Our commitment
is that we’ll have the park open to the community for passive use a month after closing on the
property. In that month we will be addressing safety issues, ensuring that buildings are secured,
trees are pruned or removed, as needed and manage growth. During this time, it’s important to
know that it will be managed as open space and not maintained to the same level as other urban



parks. There is also limited lighting on site and will be open from dawn to dusk. We will also
look at adding some minor amenities — think — Frisbee golf, dog run, picnic area, etc. - that
don’t cost a lot of money, because they may have to be removed as part of the vision.

Our Planning, Design and Construction team is already looking for a consultant to lead a
community visioning process for the long-term use of the park. We hope to have someone on
board soon to start this process soon. Since there has already been so much engagement in the
area, we will be using that as a starting point and have a variety of touch points to hear from the
community. The project website is at denvergov.org/parkhill. You can sign up for updates
there and hope that you all do so.

There are a lot of moving pieces to make this possible and a lot of exciting work ahead of us.
I’ll stop here as that was a lot of information. Lee, do you prefer that we take questions on this
and then go through the rest of the ED report or complete the report and then take questions? I
happy to do either, just want to make sure that we have enough time to respond to PRAB’s
questions.

Board Questions:

Pam Jiner: Commented that both she and her community are excited to see what Park Hill
will be developed into and looks forward to the wonderful community space.

Tate Carpenter: Concerned to see Park Hill was withdrawn from City Council’s agenda. Is
there a plan for Park Hill to come thru PRAB and City Council?
A. Yes, there will be lots of touch points for PRAB.
PRAB will have some sort of involvement in the Vision plan. The design with require
City Council action. Director Clark will provide a status update on his monthly report
B. To respond to the withdrawal from City Council agenda, the purchase is very complex
and required additional work. It will come back to City Council.

DPR’s new Podcast — Denver Playcast: Podcast launch: As I mentioned last month, DPR is
launching a new podcast, Denver Playcast: A Parks, Recreation & Trail Mix -- this is a
monthly guide to everything that makes Denver’s parks and recreation system one of a kind.
From hidden gems in our parks, to epic trails, to dynamic programs and the people behind the
scenes, each episode will be packed with the stories that make our recreation centers, parks, and
other outdoor spaces uniquely Denver. As you all may know, yours truly was the first guest. It
was great to discuss the sustainability, magnitude of our parks system, along with the impact
that the voter-approved Parks Legacy Fund has on so much of what we do. You can find and
subscribe to the podcast on Apple or Spotify.

Recreation Spring Activity guide and registration: Recreation’s spring activity guide is now
available to view online. Registration for activities opens at noon on Tuesday, February 25. A
reminder that this guide also includes information on Summer Rec Kidz program so that parents
can start planning for the summer.


https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Parks-Recreation/Denver-Playcast
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/jh7xxdcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001z4FwjQa_BHEO2s0n3K-aKEqv19sidqGm3Obb1CZ19dMBoxqLabm4iyoVNEm9kczRCmbRvBkxuQ14gVcOgrJScPdDVBUADNwZHDsCcE3T0Y9KEkaK9vnwCBHiInhCg1tw7_5hkagXL6Ijo0g7wrnFNRc121wMF8uvN9LtrgFXa4Bh3iwtrq724VGBdBy067NAGCNr1i0t8XSMqcuzSYklrD78rL0-zRRmPGh3RRI0LDRB-wJMpTnqeqLCn_Jae3SNpWj1jg6Ept5SHYxkV04JhitkK-DWqMkd6N-y2TwUpVonBMyCiFISNnUcYczCaSYBxuy_ek_kblCyu8q_7Pa0uEV1-QuM-mebdQ7R_g5EtJMU1H258J96clvJXWCAbSJU&c=YaoGypDge0qjXN2AbN4xr-nivq3JRKfl33WJ9O4Drt2wXony06lHgg==&ch=vXW08q8o_O2YH-UrvxUvopAUuE2Y4iHf5bNts48ceGea50U42W4lug==__;!!M87Ej6RJKlw!TCRY7zemgvKSQyLNrIsjDKlk-pFe6o9nbCxBoCI2dCnVxLmQ84yHY5LDlHuZXJgFi5Oq8hKe7gz5OqiEGHR1HOth7pVkVNXUV3iTLdb8C34$
https://open.spotify.com/episode/5m6nZLPy3ubTTTOGcvM7y1?si=LZVgzmIVQVmRbkeI3AGmqg&nd=1&dlsi=25aaf9bccc594773
https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Parks-Recreation/Activities-Programs/Spring-Recreation-Activities

Ruby Hill Railyard open for the season: If you haven’t gotten out yet, there is still time to
get some snowboarding in at Ruby Hill. A huge thanks the outdoor recreation and alternative
sports teams along with park operations and all the volunteers involved in getting the Ruby Hill
Rail Yard up and running for the 2025 season! They were instrumental in the construction and
setup.

With the support from Winter Park Resort we’re again offering one of DPR’s signature amenity
to the community for free. In addition, as of Friday, January 31, 2025, DPR offers FREE rental
equipment, including snowboards, boots, helmets, and snow tubes, on Fridays from 4 p.m. — 9
p-m., and Saturdays & Sundays from 11 a.m. — 6 p.m. This initiative is designed to make winter
sports accessible to all.

There are also several free community events taking place on Saturdays including: Saturday
February 22 and Saturday March 1. Weather permitting, the rail yard will be open until March.
We’ll add the link to the chat for more information.
https://www.denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-
Departments-Offices-Directory/Parks-Recreation/News/2024/Ruby-Hill-Rail-Yard-Opens-for-
2025-Season

My Denver Youth and Parent Survey: A reminder that the MY Denver Youth and Parent
survey will remain open for another month or so. The survey will help us improve the future of
MY Denver programming at our recreation centers. This is meant for both families that
currently use MY Denver and those that don’t use it but may be interested in participating. The
survey is now fully translated into Spanish to allow for more people to take it. PRAB should
have received a tool kit earlier this week with information that can easily be shared with your
networks. This includes social media links that can be shared. Last month it was awesome to
have the youth in the meeting take the survey the same night we shared the link.

Picnic Site opening: When: Today at 8:00 a.m. our picnic site reservations opened for the
2025 season. You can see the site availability and reserve a site at denvergov.org/permits. You
can also visit the permit office at 6820 E. 12th Ave.

Westwood Recreation Center construction contract approved: Last week, City Council
approved the ~$43 million construction contract for the Westwood Recreation center. With a
general contractor now on board, we’ll be working with the council office, Mayor and
Community Advisory Group that has supported this effort to schedule a groundbreaking in
April. Look out for the invitation.

Approval of Civic Center 100 through landmark preservation: Also in January, we received
initial approval by the Landmark Preservation Committee on the Civic Center 100 Design Plan.
This plan celebrates the park's centennial, aims to enhance and preserve the historic features of
Civic Center Park while introducing thoughtful, modern updates that will create a premier
destination for civic gatherings, community events, and cultural celebrations. We’re really
excited to have received this approval and move forward with the plan.


https://www.denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Parks-Recreation/News/2024/Ruby-Hill-Rail-Yard-Opens-for-2025-Season
https://www.denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Parks-Recreation/News/2024/Ruby-Hill-Rail-Yard-Opens-for-2025-Season
https://www.denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Parks-Recreation/News/2024/Ruby-Hill-Rail-Yard-Opens-for-2025-Season

Public Meetings and engagement efforts:

Bethesda Park: A project that I know one PRAB member is really interested in. We’ll be
hosting the first public meeting to create the final design on Thursday, February 27. This build
on the vision plan created with the community. The open house will be at Denver Academy.
Those that are interested can stop by anytime between 5:30 and 7 pm.

Southmoor Park: Also is southeast Denver, we’ll be hosting an open house for improvements
at Southmoor Park. The open house will happen on March 5 from 4:30 to 6:30 at Southmoor
Elementary. There is a survey that is open to provide initial input on the improvements.
http://bit.ly/3CGF3X9

Green Valley Ranch West Park: The last meeting that I want to mention will happen the day
after our March PRAB meeting on Thursday, March 13. This will be a virtual meeting for
improvements taking place in Green Valley Ranch West Park. The meeting will take place over
zoom from 5:30 to 6:30. The link will be added to the chat - https://denvergov-
org.zoom.us/meeting/register/OD5ahj6NQyWhS5Y1Z5m6SYQ

Finally, a reminder that there is still time to take the survey for the Montclair Park Playground
replacement. The survey is open until next Friday, February 21. Montclair Park Survey

Board Questions:

Marlene DeLaRosa: Will the My Denver Youth survey be broken down by zip code?
A. A question within the survey will ask to identify which recreation center they use.

Tate Carpenter: Can you talk about Vibrant Denver Bond and impacts to DPR?
A. The Mayor will be seeking approval in the November elections for GEO Bonds. This will
not increase taxes and are usually focused on infrastructure projects. The issuance of
bonds will be driven by community wants and needs.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS

Approve January Minutes

Florence Navarro requested an edit be made to list her name once as attending the January
meeting.

MOVE: Jack Paterson

SECOND: Yoli Casas

ABSTENTIONS: None

OPPOSED: None

RESULT: PASSED with the revision.to remove one Florence Navarro from Attendance.

Introductions of new PRAB members and Youth
Youth members were welcomed back. The youth will be assigned a PRAB member to mentor
and answer questions.


http://bit.ly/3CGF3X9
https://denvergov-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/OD5ahj6NQyWh5YlZ5m6SYQ
https://denvergov-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/OD5ahj6NQyWh5YlZ5m6SYQ
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/jh7xxdcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001RRL_PfxsxhgZhQBDBeaOkklGmnp37-lmFGCrkLXSH3KmcSLgMC7RIos9rXgAEIVidlcLy5A3VarRKzfizUeAaOxT7k6qhRxidkYNpthtiLfwm4VlvuFC809z4f-PJPDVtWbzro2AWEV68VbzmFc7brLXQVTFFTHkDP9viHO86fTdEtfcoogusgwL2d-hotQRsbc0JpQHD7jGMis6ZBm4Yf8H84z7XEP8S-WnA1l56X7jiQyMtDmgarASfvkfNYmhKX9IbLW0Whw=&c=OhI9ygB7PzR0NUP0CReQytkfm2BTO0ffvZ3Km1QRJo_TmC-MlKcBJQ==&ch=4nn9FcgmCzQck4yeBx9PNIWUiYs4Ae6r5HPyAq3QqNUPE6cUiPDTJg==__;!!M87Ej6RJKlw!Ve9SAvYFRP9Xs5Dkn4MN_wwLNXzn66qXFQXls4QNXQF68xj0A263p0OZWLi4xnhMYBELOyNSgPVG2kqFWfQ3ajO8LQsuIXFGt-XYXEHO$

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Hong Dang Lives in the Highlands, want to give kudos to DPR for clearing Cherry Creek trail
so quickly after the last snow storm. The trail was cleared the day after the storm, which was an
improvement and in time for Winter Bike to Work day on Friday. Dang noticed snow had not
been cleared at the bus stop located in front of Woodbury Library. Requested additional
clearing of sidewalks in Highland park.

Lisa Robinson: Stated she received a suspension for recording a Pickle ball meeting. Robinson
stated she received a three month suspension from using all Denver Parks and Recreation
Centers. Robinson believes the suspension is in retaliation for exercising her First Amendment
right to Free Speech and wants the suspension removed.

PRESENTATIONS: CASR & DPR Collaborations—Emily Gedeon, Director of
Community Engagement

Climate Action Sustainability Resiliency (CASR) Climate Collaboration in Denver presented
by Emily Gedeon. CASR is a call for climate action with urgency and focused on equity.
Investing in clean energy while eliminating pollution and waste,

Please see attached power point.

Board Questions:
Lee Rains Thomas: How soon will all equipment be converted to electric?
A. The focus is to convert facilities to electric first. The infrastructure needs to be in place to
support the conversion.

Urial Berrum: How are the 50% of funds being invested in environmental justice? How
other cities have followed Denver in approving a dedicated fund source for solar?

A. The annual report track the investments in equity. High investment is being made in
homes and apartment buildings. Another example is to provide access to e-bike rebates to
low income.

B. Denver was second to Portland to approve a dedicated funding source. Other cities are
interested and have inquired about the process.

Chris Urias: Do Montebello’s solar panels have a battery storage back up system? Is
Montebello ready to support battery storage?
A. No, the solar panels do not have battery storage. Battery storage is very expensive. CASR
is working to access funding to expand to the level of providing storage.

PRAB COMMITTEE REPORTS JANUARY MEETINGS:

Operations, Maintenance, Budget: Lee Rains Thomas.



Working on the framework to discuss budget recommendation at PRAB Retreat. Finalize
Budget recommendations.

Recreation & Programming: Marlene DeLLaRosa.

Spring Activity Guide is out.

Recreation usage for the month of December:

MY Denver Card (youth) 32,564 visits which is 32% of all youth who have a card.

Denver Prime (older adults) 39,420 visits which is an increase of visits.

Adult visits 190,550

3,231 registered for city-wide sports.

Carla Madison received the most visits followed by Central Park, and Washington Park
recreation centers. Youth visited Carla Madison the most followed by Central Park, and Green
Valley Ranch recreation centers.

Sustainability & Resiliency: Jack Paterson.

Next meeting is 2/21 and will discuss the possibility of changing the date to meet on 3™
Wednesday of the month at 2:30.

Review the findings of the Denver Parks water quality issues from the perspective of park users
and users who interact with water.

Next meeting discuss wildlife management issues. Geese survey will be going out to residents.
Other potential wildlife issues are beavers and dams, and people and elk issues at Evergreen.
Lake. Waiting to hear if issues surface around prairie dogs.

Planning, Design, Funding, Accessibility: Florence Navarro.

Prepared for Planning Committee discussion at Retreat (accomplishments and goals for 2025).
Next Planning meeting will hear about the Permit process and discuss how violations to the
permit are remedied particular to noise.

Executive: Lee Rains Thomas

Reminder of PRAB Retreat 2/22/2025 at Carla Maddison Recreation Center

Complete the Google slides and answer “What is your favorite park or recreation center”.
RSVP if you haven’t done so.

OTHER ITEMS: Open up to PRAB

Marlene DeLaRosa announced that Denver Public Schools will submit a motion to issue a
temporary restraining order against Homeland Security to prevent Homeland Security from
entering schools.

Fran Coleman: Why did City Council withdrew the Bill that would change where the money
came from to pay for the purchase of Park Hill from their agenda? What will PRAB’s role be in
the Park Hill project?

A. Due to the complexity of the purchase, additional work is needed and will be brought
forward again in the near future. .



B. DPR will lead the Visioning process. PRAB will join in at different points. Director
Clark will include an update on Park Hill Park in his Executive report to PRAB.

Kim Yuan-Farrell announced registration for 2025 Community Forester workshops is open.
Sponsored by Park People and DPR.

ADJOURNMENT: 7:07 pm







