
Meeting Minutes 
DENVER PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 

March 12 – 5:30- 7:30 pm 
Virtual Meeting: Via Zoom Webinar 

 
PRAB Meeting Norms 

Be respectful and presume positive intentions. 
Seek first to understand and then to be 

understood. 
Stay focused on topics at hand. 

Allow space for all to have a voice. 
Listen without judgement. 

Live our values of equity and inclusion. 
 
Board Members In attendance 

Kate Fritz, Lee Rains Thomas, Frances Coleman, Florence Navarro, Kendra Black, Meredith 
Levy, Trena Marsal, Jack Paterson, Tate Carpenter, Jill Mullen, Brooke Badon, Lynn Mason, 
Kim Yuan-Farrell, Yoli Casas, Pam Jiner, Marlene De La Rosa, Chris Urias, Jevon Taylor 

Absent: Uriel Berrum 

Youth: Riley, Tasnim Boukhris 

CALL TO ORDER  
Lee Rains Thomas (Chair) calls meeting to order at 5:30 
Land acknowledgement (Meredith Levy)  
Board Norms () 
Guiding Document (Lee Rains Thomas) 
 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS  
Approve February Minutes  (corrections—Meredith Levy name, ) 
MOVE:  Tate Carpenter 
SECOND: Kendra Black 
ABSTENTIONS: Kate Fritz, Meredith Levy 
RESULT:  PASSED 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Lisa Robinson (DPR & 1st Amendment): Complaint against alleged behavior at pickleball in 
rec center and resulting suspensions. Complaint against DPR employee activities at Washington 
Park and resulting suspension.  Interruption by J. Clark for attacking and insulting DPR 
employees.  Alleges retaliation by DPR staff resulting in suspension. Claim for freedom of 
speech and violation of constitutional rights.  
 
Vandana Duff (Inclusivity for all): Encourages inclusivity in public parks and welcoming all 
people.  Wants off leash dog permission and a compromise that would allow for some 
“friendly” dogs to be permitted.  Wants off leash hours or discretion in ticketing. 



 
Jason McGlaughlin (2025 Trash blitz plan):  Polar Planet Trash Blitz community campaign 
2024 Barnum Ponds—to clean up the park.  Very happy to have good relationship with DPR 
leadership.  Wants support for its goals in light of DPR not providing support for pick up 
support (wheeled apparatus) to transport trash from pond.  
 
Sylvia Raskin (Pickleball at Gates):  Plays at Gates, supportive of pickleball at Gates.  
 
PRESENTATIONS 
PRAB 2026 Budget Recommendations (Operation / Budget Committee).  Reviewed responses 
from DPR leadership, reviewed notes and comments from Retreat.  Created 11 
recommendations.  They are topical and tried to capture discussion from retreat.   Go through 
each numbered item. Each numbered item aligns with at least one value from Game Plan. 
 

1. Frances--what is every dollar?  This is from Game Plan.  The value of “every dollar” 
applies to this point.   

2. New Parks—PHGC, South Platte River.  Frances—wants to know more about role of 
Army Corps of Engineers.  Clark suggests bringing in update later. 

3. Capital Projects—Want to push projects currently in pipeline and fixing deferred 
maintenance issues. 

4. Mountain Parks—Do not forget the mountain parks.  
5. Equitable Park Experience—encourages good experience in all parks.  
6. Safety—safety is a priority both in and travelling to parks.  

A.  Note: Kendra and Florence want 5 and 6 to be separate points because though they 
are related, they are different.   

B. Lee—where there are values that exist in multiple recs they are elevated.  
7.  Sustainability—encourages continued investment in sustainability.  Jack—wants to call 

attention to and add “batteries and geothermal”. 
8. Recreation—urges focus on older adults and expand My Denver Prime.  Trena—where 

is increase in youth jobs, apprentice, opportunities?  Should be added.  Increase 
opportunities for youth summer jobs.  Frances—how are My Denver Cards 
distributed—through schools.  Discussion on language around My Denver and My 
Denver Prime and clarity of language.  Frances—doesn’t think the cards are being 
advertised well enough.  Wants to see more outreach and easier access—marketing.  
Marlene—wants to encourage metrics for increases.  Kendra—wordsmithing.    

9. Golf—encourages keeping golf on radar for DPR.  Frances—question regarding bonds 
and context.  

10. Engagement and Partnerships—encourages continued partnership building and 
relationships to facilitate DPR work. Tate—why DDPHE—its an example. Lee wants to 
encourage thinking of bathrooms as a citywide issue rather than simply a parks issue. 
Frances—this is uniquely Denver.  

11. Eliminate things outside of DPR mission. Conversation re whether medians are properly 
included.  Encouraging exploring this. Tate—is homelessness actually not supposed to 
be figured out by DPR.  Jolon takes this as a suggestion to determine whether this is 
more about who should/could be addressing issues.  Kendra—this is about who should 



pay for it, not whether they matter—these items should done but maybe should not be 
funded by DPR because its outside of its mission.   

 
Final comments:  Frances—very thorough, good.   
 
VOTE: 
Motion to approve budget recommendations to send to J. Clark: Frances Coleman    
Second: Kendra Black 
Abstention: 
RESULT: PASSED 
 
PRAB COMMITTEE REPORTS NOVEMBER MEETINGS 
 
Recreation & Programming: Marlene DeLaRosa.  Has a detailed document for rec prepared 
for Dist. 1 and will provide to anyone who would like it. Feb. total rec center usage down by 
30k. in all categories went down.  Meeting with John Martinez re partnership with DPS. 33% of 
My Denver Cards are actually utilized—need to increase utilization, not just possession.  
 
Sustainability & Resiliency:  Jack Paterson.  Water resources document sent.  They looked at 
water quality from perspective of users of park assets to get to water.  Did research on key city 
websites for water quality.  Lots of advisories need to be more visible to park users—should be 
consolidated and easier to find. Want to make it easier for users to find out about water quality 
and safety. Next item up is wildlife management report. 
 
Planning, Design, Funding, Accessibility:  Florence Navarro.  Started reviewing public 
comments and determining responses.  Got overview of key projects to look forward to from 
Gordon Robertson.  Pay attention to Vibrant Denver Bond meetings.  Pay attention to CIP 
process. Echo Lake, Lookout Mtn., S.E. Skate Park, Buffalo Bill Museum.  Looking for 
suggestions for how to get message out to communities—acting as conduit from Planning to 
community.  Getting presentation about permitting process.     
 
Executive:  Results from Retreat: moved committees to 4th week of month rather than 3rd week. 
Will revisit in 3 months.  Some times have changed—check registration link.  There will be an 
email reminder for committee meetings—PLEASE RSVP TO THE MEETING.  There will be a 
Google form for each committee to complete re how are things going.  Please participate with 
City Council members in CIP process—happening now. East Dist. will likely be possibly Anna 
Claudia.  Council member must invite—planning schedules with Council office.  Thank you to 
youth mentors  
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT 
 
Tribal Bison Transfer: Between this past Monday and last Thursday, March 6, Denver Parks 
and Recreation transferred 22 yearling bison to the Kiowa, Ponca, and Winnebago Tribes, as 
well as to Wozu and the Tall Bull Memorial Council, both of which are tribal non-profits. To 
date, DPR has transferred 140 bison to 10 different tribes and tribal entities. Unlike in past 
years, we did not organize a public event, instead allowing the tribes who are receiving the 



bison to hold an event that is authentic to them. Denver Mountain Parks also recently added 3 
new bulls to the Genesee and Daniels Park herds. The bulls were generously gifted to Denver 
Mountain Parks by CSU and the Rocky Mountain Arsenal National Wildlife Refuge.  
   
DPR Podcast: This month on the Denver Playcast (A Parks, Recreation and Trail Mix), you 
will hear from Downtown Parks Program Manager Jenna Harris about changes coming to Civic 
Center. https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-
Departments-Offices-Directory/Parks-Recreation/Denver-Playcast  
  
BASA tree applications 2025: Office of the City Forester’s Be A Smart Ash program offers 
free, right-of-way tree planting which focuses on single-family residential homes in the city and 
county of Denver. Residents can apply online to have their property’s adjacent right-of-way 
assessed for tree planting. Over 1,300 trees are planted each year in the spring and fall seasons 
at no cost to residents - See if you are eligible and apply today! Apply for a Free Tree!  
  
Park Hill Golf Course: We will soon announce the design firm selected to work on this 
project.  Currently, Forestry is assessing tree health, and watering trees onsite. Get ready for 
ways to contribute to the plan for this new regional park – and if you know of a great 
community event the team should be at this spring or summer, reach out to Laura.  
  
RECREATION:   
·         Basketball Tournament: Youth basketball season culminates on Saturday at Montbello 
Rec Center – 14 championship games on two courts from 9am-6pm. Go support our youth, 
reach out to Arthur/Laura with questions.   

• We are prepping for Spring sports already, with 296 confirmed teams for flag football, 
soccer and indoor volleyball, which start up in April.  

• Spring Registration: Total # of registrations = 6,395  
  
Engagement Opportunities:   
·         GVR West Public Meeting #2 on Zoom 3/13  
·         Clear Creek Trail public meeting at Centennial Elementary on 4/3  
·         Survey for the new park coming to University Hills, Bethesda Park closes Friday. 
·         MY Denver Youth and parent Survey closes on March 15  
·         Vibrant Denver Bond public meetings started up this week, see when your council rep 
is hosting theirs and take the online survey: https://denvergov.org/Government/Citywide-
Programs-and-Initiatives/GO-Bonds/2025-Vibrant-Denver-Bond  
  
Marlene—girls playing flag football?  JC will follow up.   
         
OTHER ITEMS:   
 
Please send email to Fran to congratulate on induction into Colorado Women’s Hall of Fame.  
 
Park People—Denver Digs Trees gearing up April.  1400 trees going out.  Staged in City Park. 
Now recruiting volunteers.  
 

https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Parks-Recreation/Denver-Playcast
https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Parks-Recreation/Denver-Playcast
https://urlisolation.com/browser?clickId=C7DCDF60-92DC-4AFB-B749-6D0C94257030&traceToken=1741379310%3Bdenvergov_hosted%3Bhttps%3A%2Fjh7xxdcab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.j&url=https%3A%2F%2Fbeasmartash.org%2Ffree-trees%2F
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/jh7xxdcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001z4FwjQa_BHEO2s0n3K-aKEqv19sidqGm3Obb1CZ19dMBoxqLabm4i0YRFpnxEFg0LHM0rneNI_-doxO0ChVrnkKa4v4odanJf6kWXX5ulcvNT-674rxeBIjjajvZljvYas1GiwvRlubLGT2BffrfdOZtDn7Jf0TFcLSrCWJZCyElguTT6wozxQ==&c=3Wy41psrYM_ksR2lqLPPHNKHbdAwxnPB65F2ez8PcmcKbOqT8xmQRA==&ch=uKCn8EJHrCdtb9v95OjKXXPofwPyQkTxmlQ4QTmhJrLLTYwnP65TgQ==__;!!M87Ej6RJKlw!Ur_iyHDe-kSNXGnj2jphehcbhSi0IdgGCNxSqsMoY7LRgd62j7ipAjGTwSkYz6V4TPdWhqt4V5EGzDhhnI6t3MWXn3lXL9GJWvn8Ek7esg$
https://denvergov.org/Government/Citywide-Programs-and-Initiatives/GO-Bonds/2025-Vibrant-Denver-Bond
https://denvergov.org/Government/Citywide-Programs-and-Initiatives/GO-Bonds/2025-Vibrant-Denver-Bond


Kudos from Aslan rec center people helping work on floor in lobby—looks great and 
improvements matter a lot.  
 
Bison Dung collection event April 26, 2025 10-2 at Genesee. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  7:04 pm 

 

 


