
Meeting Minutes 
DENVER PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 

March 13, 2024 – 5:30- 7:30 pm 
Virtual Meeting: Via Zoom Webinar 

 
PRAB Meeting Norms 

Be respectful and presume positive intentions. 
Seek first to understand and then to be understood. 

Stay focused on topics at hand. 
Allow space for all to have a voice. 

Listen without judgement. 
Live our values of equity and inclusion. 

 
 
Board Members In attendance: 

Kate Fritz, Lee Rains Thomas, Pam Jiner, Brooke Badon, Florence Navarro, Tate Carpenter, Kendra 
Black, Yoli Casas, Jill Mullen, Meredith Levy, Marlene DeLaRosa, Chris Urias 

Absent:   

Fran Coleman, Trena Jones, Jevon Taylor, Jack Paterson, Lynne Mason, Michael Rendon, Deana 
Perlmutter  

CALL TO ORDER  
Lee calls meeting to order at 5:32 
Land acknowledgement (Brooke Badon) 
Board Norms (Florence Navarro) 
 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS  
Approve February Minutes 
MOVE: Kendra Black 
SECOND: Pam Jiner 
RESULT:  Passed 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
LINDA HULL: Idea of revisiting the issue of off leash time in Denver parks.  NYC does this and 
Englewood, Boulder and others doing this. Seeing lots of off leash dogs and thinks it would be best have 
regulations.  Bad behavior on both sides.  Easy solution to a complex problem. 150 people on new Facebook 
page “Freedom for Fidos”.  Seeking cooperation for solution.  Possibly a fee paid.   
 
EDGAR NEEL:  In favor of off leash time for dogs in Denver Parks.  Too many people who would like 
opportunity to have dogs of leash.  Not enough small dog parks. Wants to carve out time am/pm for off leash 
time.  Doesn’t think it would be costly (only signage and publicity) and a good idea.  Only in certain parks.   
 
PRESENTATION:  Equity Map.  Colton Rohloff.  See attached Deck.  Presenting 2024 draft map.  Shows 
modeling and early results.  Walks through mechanisms for map and what causes movement of 
neighborhoods through map.  There are certain factors that DPR can control, allow for differences in 
neighborhood and time of different investments.  Walks through data controls and safety mechanisms to 
ensure accuracy. 2022 v. 2024 maps comparison.  Improvements highlighted in Globeville shown on map—



this is unique to the general area.  Some neighborhoods moving down showing greater need for investment 
(Kennedy).   Changes in demographics impact scoring in map. When changes happen, DPR takes a deeper 
look into the reasons for change —works with the Denver Office of Social Equity and Innovation.  Takes 
trends into account to plan action—easier to get in front rather than fix from behind. Seeing trends ensures 
that investment is appropriately timed.  
 
YOLI—timeline for a neighborhood to flip?  CR response:  It varies and usually takes a bit of time. Globeville 
is different because it had a very low population density—few houses.  Where housing changes really quickly 
(apartments) it will quickly change the metrics because of higher population density.  
 
LEE—can urban canopy data be overlayed?  CR response: Forestry is now working on strategic plan that can 
be overlayed with this map. Tricky to include this data though because the forestry map shows where parks 
already are.  Adds too much data makes it more unnecessarily complicated.  But can see all data underlying 
including new forestry maps for changes in tree canopy.  
 
PAM—are transitional numbers available for all areas?  CR:  Yes.  Can be produced. He will give maps.  
 
PRAB COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Operations, Maintenance, Budget 
Committee:  Walk through budget proposals and data used to make recommendations. Request to all members 
to email district specific recs (reminder to align with appointing authority and CIP Meeting).  
 
Motion to Approve Budget Recommendations 
MOVE:  Marlene DeLaRosa 
SECOND: Meredith Levy 
RESULT: Passed 
 
Recreation and Programming 
Marlene:  Most of activity centered on budget.  Asked for speaking points for when in communities regarding 
priorities for DPR and how to share with people.  Points will be shared with all of PRAB.  Trying to explore 
ways to involve youth in PRAB, committee or something.  Need to be trained and supported.  Don’t want to 
be tokens but contributors. Want youth voice.  Tate:  City Council is adding a youth comment period also so 
this is in alignment.  Meredith--check with Mayor’s Youth Commission—may have more info.  Need to align 
with school year and being sustainable.  Thinking to start next year. Rec Center directors may have ideas of 
who would be good fit.  
 
Sustainability & Resiliency 
Brooke:  last meeting got organized on who they want to be speakers.  
 
Planning, Design, Funding, Accessibility 
Florence:  Last meeting was combined with Operations and also heard about Legacy update.  Also looking 
into off leash issue and whether recommendations need to be updated.  
 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Sharing about Public Comment Tracking Form.  Going to try and figure out better way to respond.  
Spreadsheet is available for each PRAB member to review—now color coded to show action needed.  For 
actions that are best for DPR to respond to—department will respond directly.  Once reviewed issues will be 
discussed at Executive Committee meeting and, if needed, will be brought to full PRAB for discussion (there 
are very few).  



 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT 
Bethesda Park naming is now in front of City Council.  Public meeting will be Tuesday, March 26, starting at 
5:30.  Formal adoption of name will happen then.  Council is aware of PRAB recommendation.   
Bison transfer is coming up.  This year DPR is transferring 30 bison yearlings to the Standing Rock, Northern 
Arapahoe, and Northern Cheyenne tribes.  This year’s transfer will bring the total number to 115. 
 
Engagement opportunities: 
Crestmoor Park engagement survey 
Montbello tennis and ballfields April 9 
La Raza meeting on March 14 postponed.  
Legacy Fund—online survey is closing soon. 
 
44th and Pearl property acquisition is closed.  There has been limited access—will serve now 1700 residents.  
Community engagement process will happen next. 
 
Podcasts.  Episode 6 is now out.  About habitat protection and partnerships. 
 
Awards:  AIPH World Green City Award.  Arkins Park and Promenade got a Mayor’s design award. 
 
Everything is shutting down because of weather. Including rec centers and programming.  Glenarm will be 
open 8-5 as warming center. 
  
OTHER ITEMS 
NONE 
 
ADJOURNMENT 6:59 pm  

 

 


