Meeting Minutes
DENVER PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD MEETING
April 9, 2025-- 5:30- 7:30 pm
Virtual Meeting: Via Zoom Webinar

PRAB Meeting Norms
Be respectful and presume positive intentions.
Seek first to understand and then to be
understood.
Stay focused on topics at hand.
Allow space for all to have a voice.
Listen without judgement.
Live our values of equity and inclusion.

Board Members In attendance

Lee Rains Thomas, Kate Fritz, Meredith Levy, Lynne Mason, Frances Coleman, Uriel Berrum,
Kendra Black, Jill Mullen, Tate Carpenter, Kim Yuan-Farrell, Marlene DeLaRosa, Jack
Paterson, Chris Urias, Pam Jiner

Absent: Yoli Casas, Jevon Taylor, Brooke Badon, Florence Navarro, Trena Marsal

Youth: Riley, Lily Becker, Tasnim Boukhris

CALL TO ORDER

Lee Rains Thomas (Chair) calls meeting to order at 5:33
Land acknowledgement (Lynne Mason)

Board Norms (Lee Rains Thomas)

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS
Approve March Minutes
MOVE: Frances Coleman
SECOND: Kendra Black
ABSTENTIONS: NONE
RESULT: PASSED

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Lee reminder of guidelines and rules.

Lisa Robinson (1%t Amendment and personal suspension):

Retaliated against by Jolon Clark, John Martinez and Arthur Gilkison. Believes she is being
retaliated against and upset at being interrupted at March PRAB meeting. Upset about police
being called for trespass and being arrested in public lobby. Upset about not being given
documents per CORA request. Complaints against Jolon Clark. Complaints about bridge at
Washington Park.



Christopher Cordova (Designated Public Forums):

Supporting Lisa Robinson. Saw video on YouTube. Issue about public/non public forum and
whether Lisa Robinson has right to speak in the rec center lobby and whether that is a public
place. He questions whether it is a public space and, if so, whether her speech is protected.
Issue related to rules on public meeting about pickle ball meeting and whether it could be video
taped. Questions validity of the suspension for 1 year. Cites the suspension related to the other
member and whether that is valid. Cites to employee at rec center and appropriateness of
behavior. He is looking for clarification on whether space is public.

PRESENTATIONS

2025 Vibrant Denver Bond Presentation: Laura Swartz and Laura Wachter. See Deck
Attached. Overview of bond process and function of bond. Overview of bond project
eligibility. Project must be capital improvement (not operational or services), must be “shovel
ready”, serve a public purpose and have an expected useful life of at least 10 years. Explanation
of why bonds are uses: it is an infusion of cash to allow city to continue improvements. This
bond does not include more taxes, there will be no change to tax rate. Former bond projects:
2007 Better Denver, 2017 Elevate Denver, 2021 RISE Denver.

This bond will be 6 year and $800m in investments. 5 categories: Parks, playgrounds, trees,
trails, climate. Arts and culture. Rec Centers. Public Safety. Connectivity.

Process: Currently in project idea/submission intake. Will next go to theme subcommittees and
then to executive committee. Ideally this will be on November 2025 ballot. Looking to go to
City Council in July 2025.

Survey responses are looking good so far—open until April 17. Community Engagement has
been very high so far.

Questions:

Marlene DelLL.aRosa: Has bond money from 2017 been spent? Anticipating completion of
projects in 2027. So still working through spending some of the funds. As of today 290 of 483
projects are completed--77% of funding. On track to deliver all projects by end of *27.

Meredith Levy: Community Engagement. Is there a target goal for engagement and can PRAB
help with this? No target for engagement. Dashboard being worked on for viewing projects
and participation. Central core is higher than on outer edges so if there are Far Northeast or Far
Southwest that can be emphasized by PRAB.

Uriel Beltran: Political. What is being seen of Denver voters and appetite for this? They are
encouraged by community engagement. No way to really tell, but they are happy with this.

Tate Carpenter: Prioritization of projects. What is “shovel ready”? These projects must be
delivered by 6 year time frame. So not necessarily projects that have been completed through
planning and design. There are others that can go through planning and design and be
completed in 6 years. Depends on project. All subcommittees will review and vet projects in
view of criteria identified as relevant.



Jack Paterson: Does bond come before city council? Yes, will go to City Council because it
goes on the ballot and must be referred.

Frances Coleman: City presentations. Are there other presentations? Yes, all are on Mayor’s
website.

PRAB COMMITTEE REPORTS NOVEMBER MEETINGS

Operations, Budget: Kendra Black. Did not meet last month. This month having meeting
about CIP planning. April 23, S5pm.

Recreation & Programming: Marlene DelLaRosa. For students and reminder for when we go
to parks and rec centers. Questions to ask: was it welcoming, clean, positive, safe, signage,
classes and offerings. Encouraging people to ask these questions. Request from Office of
Aging to do inter-generational activities, i.e pickleball. Hoping to have tournament in June.
Mayor is hoping to have more intergenerational activities. Youth members do think this is a
great idea.

Sustainability & Resiliency: Jack Paterson Met 3/26. Discussed schedule of subjects for
briefing. Next meeting 4/23 update on Broyhill trash service and recycling program (automated
collection service). Getting geese update in May. Reviewing prior subjects as well to see if
they need updating.

Planning, Design, Funding, Accessibility: Meredith Levy. 3/25 presentation on permits.
Great team with great customer service. Great map tool on website for finding appropriate
spaces for events. Goes through steps for obtaining permit. Asked about noise complaints—
there is a measurement taken and if it exceeds a certain level DPR will take certain steps. There
are quiet days in certain parks to allow for sports teams and events. Website has great
information. If you have a problem during an event call 311 and a ranger will be dispatched.

Executive: Lee Rains Thomas. Reminders about moving committee meetings to 4™ week of
month and PLEASE respond on whether you are attending.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT

DPR Podcast: This month on the Denver Playcast (A Parks, Recreation and Trail Mix), you
will hear about our trail system and what it means to be a trail user and

advocate: https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-
Departments-Offices-Directory/Parks-Recreation/Denver-Playcast

Westwood Recreation Center Groundbreaking:

Sat. April 12| 9:30 - 11:00 AM @ Corner of Morrison Road and Walsh PI

We are thrilled to break ground on the Westwood neighborhood's first-ever recreation center!
Along with Denver Mayor Mike Johnston, District 3 Councilwoman Jamie Torres, and
community partners we'll celebrate a healthier future for Westwood.


https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Parks-Recreation/Denver-Playcast
https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Parks-Recreation/Denver-Playcast

DPR All-Staff and PRAB:

On Thursday, May 8, DPR is holding our bi-annual all-staff meeting, where we bring together
our entire staff to hear updates from our various divisions. For our May meeting, we invite
PRAB members to introduce themselves and their role on PRAB so they can learn who you are,
what community you represent, and what is important to you (a casual chat facilitated by
me/Jolon). If you are interested in volunteering for this, send a message to Arthur now on Zoom
or email Laura/Arthur after the meeting. You would either volunteer for the AM meeting
(~9:30-10:30) or the PM meeting (~1:30-2:30).

“Bison Pies” for Gardens: Sat. April 26 from 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM @ Genesee Park South
Bison Enclosure - Join the Denver Mountain Parks Foundation to collect your own bison
manure for your garden. Take out for personal use only (bring a shovel, bucket, and
gloves). https://mountainparksfoundation.org/bison-pies-are-awesome-for-your-garden/

Future Fest Sat. April 26 from 11:00 AM - 5:00 PM @ Civic Center Park - This citywide
event is focused on empowering youth, connecting passions to careers and creating a more
inclusive future for all. Our Forestry, Outdoor Recreation, Alternative Sports and MY Denver
teams will be out there.

City Nature Challenge: DPR’s Wildlife Management team is leading efforts to support this
year’s City Nature Challenge. This is a global effort where over 600 cities challenge to log
plants and animals on iNatualist.org during the week of April 25-28. You can participate
independently or by joining the BioBlitz at Bible Park on Saturday April 26 from 11AM-1 PM
— register here https://godenverparks.denvergov.org/ActivityRegistration/c466a7a4-aa2d-4a66-
8f17-0c456e7db0eb

Park Stewardship: DPR is launching park volunteer opportunities for 2025 with several
upcoming events in April:

e Arbor Day | April 19 : Volunteers will help the DPR Forestry team celebrate Arbor Day
at City Park and Hentzell Park by planting trees, removing weeds, and assisting with
other vegetation management to help maintain the open space. Register
here https://godenverparks.denvergov.org/ActivityRegistration/879b369f-ce2¢-4c00-
a813-5062da2b9cfc

e Earth Day | April 22: Volunteers will assist at West-Bar-Val-Wood Park with general
cleanup and at Village Place Park, with maintenance of the new pollinator
garden. Register
here: https://godenverparks.denvergov.org/ActivityRegistration/9c854951-eca6-46b5-
bcb2-b8a466b3d6b3

Park Hill Golf Course: The Department of Finance is the lead on moving the Purchase and
Sale Agreement forward in the process. It is anticipated that it will be filed with City Council
later this month. Until then, DPR is working to lay the groundwork to launch a visioning
process. We will issue a press release as soon as we’re ready to announce the selected firm and
initial engagement opportunities. PRAB will be notified. We plan to hold a community event on
the front-end to launch engagement. Information will be provided once the details are in place.


https://mountainparksfoundation.org/bison-pies-are-awesome-for-your-garden/
https://godenverparks.denvergov.org/ActivityRegistration/c466a7a4-aa2d-4a66-8f17-0c456e7db0e6
https://godenverparks.denvergov.org/ActivityRegistration/c466a7a4-aa2d-4a66-8f17-0c456e7db0e6
https://godenverparks.denvergov.org/ActivityRegistration/879b369f-ce2c-4c00-a813-5062da2b9cfc
https://godenverparks.denvergov.org/ActivityRegistration/879b369f-ce2c-4c00-a813-5062da2b9cfc
https://godenverparks.denvergov.org/ActivityRegistration/9c854951-eca6-46b5-bcb2-b8a466b3d6b3
https://godenverparks.denvergov.org/ActivityRegistration/9c854951-eca6-46b5-bcb2-b8a466b3d6b3

RECREATION:
Summer Activity Registration: Registration for Summer activities opens at noon on Tuesday,
May 6. Save the date! The activity guide will be visible on our website starting April 22.

Summer Camp Park Permit Program: To help support the mayor’s goal to provide more
youth with access to quality out-of-school programming, DPR is launching a new Summer
Camp Permit Program this year. Applications for 2025 summer camps will be accepted from
April 14 — June 2 for camps taking place Monday through Friday from June 2 until August 15,
2025. Permits are available on a first-come, first-served basis. More details can be found on
denvergov.org/permits

ENGAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES

e Apr. 29| Cheesman Park Improvements: Virtual Public Meeting - The project will
renovate Cheesman Park’s playground, construct a new picnic site, and improve the
pedestrian walking path between the Pavilion and the Denver Botanic Gardens. Register
here.

o Apr. 23 | City Park Informational Meeting @ DMNS — Learn about Living Land and
other projects in the park (such as roadway improvements and DMNS updates)

o Living Land aims to celebrate and educate City Park visitors about environmental
resiliency and the native and indigenous people, animals, and land of Denver.

o The Project consists of three main components: to convert existing turf grass in the
South Meadow to a more naturalized native meadow that reflects the region’s historic
landscape, utilize the Lily Pond area to establish native and traditional medicinal
plantings, utilizing means and methods suggested by Native and Indigenous community
members and groups. Finally, the project will convert the former eastern playground into
a gathering and picnic space for everyone, that celebrates and honors the Native and
Indigenous community and may be reserved on occasion.

o DPR started targeted public outreach and education earlier this year, and has
already presented to the Denver American Indian Commission (DAIC) and City Park
Friends and Neighbors (CPFANS).

Questions:

Marlene DeLaRosa. Is someone feeding the dog? JC does not know but he seems well fed and
ok. Will JC share with students how many youth have been hired in last year? DPR is largest
youth employers in city and in state. Lots of various opportunities for participation.

Meredith Levy. Summer guide. Can JC provide a summary of programming offered. Things
will be more similar to last year. New initiative “summer camp permitting” will be new. There
are a lot of new offerings.

Lynne Mason: Are golf and rec jobs different. Golf and recreation jobs are different. All jobs
will be on Denvergov.org/jobs job board—some are up at different times because of
seasonality.


https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/jh7xxdcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016lYzZMbtQo_YLgc7vvUtgKRdjC23-mrHsH6WfWCJu7hclhqyrWwcvpxDiJ8r3_EFxbfI6jpNPTidZ5JnuZqjiDBWOz9FZ8YzeM-KuT0eI_J2HgQrP7FNE86q0xlAETBElCQMEK-q8rfF5E_BpxgklfiXfe046stpuF17vk_lXnHWFC0vWDBgag==&c=XcDUgpvEA4Vcrz1QfWKCojzvRT4E4XXYrW3RisDKJvMcBeEvYEbHwg==&ch=6xDZOBQX0S-GfinEkKbAMyr_6nCL9_x3D-c6TIUY0mtk8TvmeCyWSw==__;!!M87Ej6RJKlw!UYEi_U6EpbwVJEfNuZidpNEduIQCwmyQ3TQQGaQshQXANiJH4TNJxS9Uxdl2dV7GxqIIckR1x7ZkRJUDIJmC0rBqWt_44lEKNT8UWw0$
https://denvergov-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/rF84rOEGQCeKx5dQ7-joRA#/registration
https://denvergov-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/rF84rOEGQCeKx5dQ7-joRA#/registration
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/jh7xxdcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016lYzZMbtQo_YLgc7vvUtgKRdjC23-mrHsH6WfWCJu7hclhqyrWwcvpxDiJ8r3_EFgvSoD6waBF9D64xw1qEywSvtLkNakFGJ1RfJM5jgLJxNDZQ_1HL-zgDcBeKDwDfIAwrU0_ohwQ1Q4dflugtUol_WBdpjtNq5gZU-Rw8aSxIhlUkiUrmkyQ==&c=XcDUgpvEA4Vcrz1QfWKCojzvRT4E4XXYrW3RisDKJvMcBeEvYEbHwg==&ch=6xDZOBQX0S-GfinEkKbAMyr_6nCL9_x3D-c6TIUY0mtk8TvmeCyWSw==__;!!M87Ej6RJKlw!UYEi_U6EpbwVJEfNuZidpNEduIQCwmyQ3TQQGaQshQXANiJH4TNJxS9Uxdl2dV7GxqIIckR1x7ZkRJUDIJmC0rBqWt_44lEKncH9M-Q$

OTHER ITEMS:

Denver Digs Trees is coming up. There are 200 trees available on Earth Day at City Park
greenhouse. https://theparkpeople.org/What-We-Do/Denver-Digs-Trees/Tree-Sale

DPR forestry is working with Park People for urban forestry training for Treeforce. Really
going well.

District 5 Parks Clean-up day. April 27, 2025. Meet at Montclair Rec Center 729 Ulster Way.
Signup at bit.ly/2025Springcleanup

Frances Coleman: Loretto Hights remodel. Looks good but notice no bathrooms. Is this in
budget? JC it is highlighted in PRAB budget document and there are a number of bathrooms
from last bond and in design process now. Struggling with issues related to maintenance.

Lee Rains Thomas: Encourages getting water fountains and keeping PRAB informed on status
of opening and closing

JC the teams will be out soon to get these turned on. Looking at new designs that may have
water bottle filler. System is old.

ADJOURNMENT: 6:52: pm



https://theparkpeople.org/What-We-Do/Denver-Digs-Trees/Tree-Sale

