Meeting Minutes
DENVER PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD MEETING
April 10,2024 — 5:30- 7:30 pm
Virtual Meeting: Via Zoom Webinar

PRAB Meeting Norms
Be respectful and presume positive intentions.
Seek first to understand and then to be understood.
Stay focused on topics at hand.
Allow space for all to have a voice.
Listen without judgement.
Live our values of equity and inclusion.

Board Members In attendance:

Kate Fritz, Lee Rains Thomas, Jill Mullen, Fran Coleman, Meredith Levy, Lynne Mason, Pam Jiner,
Jevon Taylor, Chris Urias, Jack Paterson, Yoli Casas, Florence Navarro, Trena Marsal, Brooke Badon

Absent: Marlene DelL.aRosa, Kendra Black, Tate Carpenter, Michael Rendon, Deana Perlmutter

CALL TO ORDER

Lee calls meeting to order at 5:31
Land acknowledgement (Jill Mullen)
Board Norms (Lee Rains Thomas)

Fran Coleman—concerned how DPR and we are connecting native American experience and the land
acknowledgement is only small.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS
Approve March Minutes
MOVE: Kate Fritz

SECOND: Jevon Taylor
ABSTENTIONS: Fran Coleman
RESULT: Passed

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Frank Rowe—Parks Rivers Trails Trees: ED for Denver Park Trust. Everyone is invited to PRTT on
Saturday May 11. 10:30 to 12 there will be clean up activities in 18 parks. Following clean up there is a
celebration in City Park 12-3. Food available, every volunteer gets a ticket for lunch. 1pm Park Champion
Award—to Happy Haynes. Lots of compliments to all DPR staff.

David Meyering—Central Street Dog Park: He is resident of LOHI. There is a project to improve Central
Street—strip of land between Central and I-25 slated for dog park. Has been to all neighborhood meetings.
He is concerned about the rendering for the fence 20ft high and 400ft long. Concerned about taking away
views for neighborhood and ruining the aesthetic, could damage businesses and concerned about impact on
residents/business owners.

Anne Stanwick—Off leash dog hours in parks: Response to desire for off leash parks. Doesn’t want to have



off leash hours on parks. Doesn’t think off leash spaces should be allowed. Bad idea, not safe, not sanitary
and imposes burden on others.

Marie Edgar—Berkeley Park Bathhouse: Member of Historic Berkeley / Regis. Councilperson is Amanda
Sandoval. Gives a bit of history and her committee wants the bathhouse to be restored and renovated for
community use.

PRAB COMMITTEE REPORTS

Operations, Maintenance, Budget
Nothing to report. Next meeting we will select chair and set agenda for remainder of the year and get CIP
presentation.

Recreation and Programming
Discussed need to understand side by side what programming looked like summer 2023 and 2024 to see

where backstop was needed. Given better budget outlook not needed now.

Sustainability & Resiliency
CASR office was going to do presentation but it is rescheduled to April meeting. Likely 4 more rec centers to
get solar canopies.

Planning, Design, Funding, Accessibility

Revisiting response and position on off leash hours in parks. Trying to evaluate whether position of PRAB
should be changed—from 2 years ago. Will reach out to people who have made public comment. Heard from
Brad Eckert about Mtn. Parks. He will be doing update for full PRAB this summer. Effort to keep Mtn.
Parks on the radar.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Trying to continue working on public comment responsiveness to public comment.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT—See Attached
Cat park going really well.

Mayor has reported that the budget cuts expected are going to be lower-was expected to be at 15% now
should be around 1%. Creative solutions from Mayor’s office have created greater savings. Rec Centers will
be open full time and pools opened. Programming for youth will be fully restored. There will be cuts but they
will be minimized. Huge praise for staff at DPR for doing great job to minimize impact. Flower beds are still
likely to not get planted because not enough staff, but working with partners to get that done where possible.
Permitting for rec centers and parks is also open—for events June 8 and later.

2023 Game plan annual report just released.

Pilot food truck hub this summer—trucks will be invited into parks. Idea is to create greater opportunities for
parks. Washington, Commons and Paco Sanchez Parks will be used for pilot.

Rosemond Park Ribbon Cutting—Hampden South. April 25 3:30pm.

Bethesda Park is officially named. City Council has made official. Design phase is starting this year,
construction 2025.



Bison Transfer—great news.

March 196 tree related emergencies reported because of snow. DPR removed 70% and had contractors
remove others.

Future Fest. April 13 from 10-6 at Civic Center Park. SEE ATTACHED PRESS RELEASE
Kentucky and Irving Pocket Park opening was great. Great park.

Westwood Rec Center final design is almost finished and should be ready soon.

Arkins Park award for Mayor’s award.

Ongoing Community Opportunities

South Platte Community meeting—4/17
Crestmoor Park Survey

Montbello Ballfields and tennis court

La Raza Park meetings

Governors Park

Legacy 5 year plan second community engagement

Lynn Mason—what is plan for Washington Park? JC—currently no plan because no community partner.
Lee, could we do seeds to avoid weeds. JC welcomes ideas but need to avoid unintentional consequences
because of lack of staff.

OTHER ITEMS
Board Announcements
District 5 spring park clean up day on April 21. Everyone is invited.

ADJOURNMENT 6:34 pm

April Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Meeting

Wednesday, April 10, 2024

Executive Director’s Report

We opened a new cat park...

2024 Budget Impacts: As announced by Mayor Johnston earlier today, Denver recreation center
hours are scheduled to be restored by June 7 with programming back at full capacity beginning this
summer. To accomplish this, Denver Parks and Recreation will be hiring for multiple positions in the

coming weeks along with outdoor pool and summer activity preparations.



Park Permitting is back open: As of this past Monday, April 8, applications for Public Events, Special
Occasions, and Tournaments were opened for activities held June 8 or later only, as the

department works to hire seasonal park staff.

Annual Report: DPR released our 2023 Game Plan for a Healthy City Annual Report.

Feast in Denver’s Nature Pilot Program: DPR is pleased to announce a pilot food truck hub coming
to some Denver parks this summer. With a goal to enhance park activation by getting people
outside, DPR is searching for food truck vendors to provide services in Washington Park and Paco
Sanchez Park on Wednesday evenings and Saturdays. Applications are now open and due on April
19. The program will have two sessions:

First Session: June 5 to July 17

Second Session: July 20 to August 31

Rosamond Park Ribbon Cutting: All are invited to attend the ribbon cutting with DPR and
Councilwoman Romero Campbell at Rosamond Park in the Hampden South Neighborhood, as we
open the new playground and basketball court. Join us on April 25 at 3:30pm to celebrate! This was

a project that utilized Elevate Denver Bond, RISE Bond, and DPR Capital Funds.

Bethesda Park Officially Named: Bethesda Park is officially named! PRAB heard the petitions come
through earlier this year, and we are excited that this park, which isn’t even built yet, has a name to
move it to the future. Design will start up later this year, with expected construction in 2025.
Thanks to Kendra Black on PRAB for supporting this and showing up to speak at the City Council
hearing on March 26.

Tribal Bison Transfer completed: Denver Parks and Recreation transferred 30 bison yearlings to the
Northern Arapaho, Northern Cheyenne, and Standing Rock Tribes, as well as to the Denver-based
Tall Bull Memorial Council. To date, Denver Parks and Recreation has donated 85 animals to tribes

and tribal organizations, and this year’s transfer will take that number to 115.


https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/cef410badc9c4cbe8d71a71a833c819b

Office of City Forster has had a busy month: During the mid-March snow storm the city received
196 calls for tree-related emergencies. Forestry staff cleared 145 of the obstructions (nearly 75% of
all calls), with 39 handled by tree contractors. We still don’t have the number from this past
weekend’s wind storms, but Foresters are answering calls about tree obstructions in the right of

way now.

Future Fest — Families and youth stop by Civic Center Park this Saturday, April 13 from 10 am -6
pm: This is a free event targeted at youth and their families to discover youth services and learn
about exiting jobs. Activities all day. DPR will be there for environmental education, hiring, rec
programming and general outreach of the agency. Details are in your inbox as Arthur sent out the

information to the full PRAB earlier this week.

Grand opening of pocket park at Kentucky and Irving took place on Friday, April 5. The event was
organized by community partners — D3 Arts, Trust for Public Land and Rotha Sok. The park was a
designed by ideas from the neighborhood teens. It includes basketball, skating elements, shading
and seating structures and amazing artwork that celebrates the community’s culture. This is one of

the most unique parks in our system.

Westwood Recreation Center: The final design is ready to show the community. There will be a
community celebration on Thursday April 25 at Westwood Community Center — 1000 S. Lowell.
We’ve gotten great initial feedback on the design from the Community Advisory Group (CAG). The
celebration will be open house style, going over and answering questions about the design,
programming, timeline and naming of the center. There will be food served and activities for kids to

participate.

Congratulations to the Arkins Park & Promenade, and Elevated Walkway team for being a 2024
winner of the Mayor's Design Awards! Since 2005, the Mayor’s Design Awards have honored

projects throughout the city, and we are grateful to RiNo Arts District for submitting this project for



the 2024 awards.

Park projects with current community engagement:

1. S. Platte River Trail Community Meeting — Meeting to discuss improvements to the South
Platte River Trail, from Bayaud to Phil Milstein Park. This project will improve trails and
introduce amenities like a pedestrian bridge, trail lighting, and plaza. Wednesday, April 17,
2024 | 6:00-7:00 PM on Zoom.

2. Crestmoor Park — First survey is closing the 15", had a great pop-event in the park last
Friday, and public meeting (in person at GW High School is coming up on May 2)

3. Montbello Tennis Courts and Ballfields — Just hosted the first public meeting at Montbello
High School last night, and launched a survey for those unable to attend (Laura can add link
to chat)

4. La Raza Park Public Meeting - First public open house took place on Thursday, April 4 at
Atzlan Recreation Center. Project has a lot of community and media attention. There are
two design concepts that feedback was gathered on. Additional engagement efforts will
happen throughout the summer including in the park.

5. Capitol Hill Parks: Tomorrow, stop by Governor’s Park from 4:30-6:30 for a fun pop-up
storytelling event in the park and get a snapshot of you and your dog (!), and share your
initial ideas for park improvements

6. Legacy 5 Year plan: The second round of community engagement was completed in mid-
March. Drafting of the plan is happening now and we hope to have it ready for PRAB and

community review by early summer.






