
 

Meeting Minutes 
DENVER PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 

May 14, 2025-- 5:30- 7:30 pm 
Virtual Meeting: Via Zoom Webinar 

 
PRAB Meeting Norms 

Be respectful and presume positive intentions. 
Seek first to understand and then to be 

understood. 
Stay focused on topics at hand. 

Allow space for all to have a voice. 
Listen without judgement. 

Live our values of equity and inclusion. 
 
Board Members In attendance 

Pam Jiner, Kate Fritz, Florence Navarro, Frances Coleman, Meredith Levy, Kim Yuan-Farrell, 
Marlene DeLaRosa, Tate Carpenter, Uriel Espinoza, Kendra Black, Chris Urias, Trena Marsal, 
Lee Rains Thomas, Brooke Badon, Yoli Casas, Jack Paterson 

Absent: Jill Mullen, Lynne Mason, Jevon Taylor  

Youth: Tasnim Boukhris 

CALL TO ORDER  
Pam Jiner (Co-Chair) calls meeting to order at 5:30 
Land acknowledgement (Florence Navarro)  
Board Norms (Kate Fritz) 
 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS  
Approve April Minutes 
MOVE:  Frances Coleman 
SECOND: Florence Navarro 
CHANGES:  Kim Yuan-Farrell name 
ABSTENTIONS: NONE 
RESULT:  APPROVED 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Lisa Robinson:  Lawsuit and Prosecution. Believes she is being retaliated against.  Has filed 
CORA denial lawsuit.  Believes her first amendment rights are being violated. Believes DPR is 
corrupt. 
 
Huong Dang:  Gas Powered Mopeds on Trails.  D1 resident.  Comment on Lisa Robinson’s 
comment—not sure what the actions are on that.  She is grateful for rangers in City and 
interactions have been positive.  Particularly at bike fest.   Hudson Lake Park, SW District 



 

supervisor was great and very responsive. Use of motorized vehicles on trails—doesn’t like 
them. Wants to find solution to ensure safety for bicycles and pedestrians. 
 
Judy Lucero:  Lower Lakewood Gulch History.  For past 6 weeks trying to get info on PRAB 
and policy on name change for open space in Denver.  Hasn’t gotten any response.  Wants to 
understand why she hasn’t gotten a response, wants 300 signature requirement for name change 
waived. Jolon Clark will send a response email. 
 
Cameron Smith:  Shade at Berkeley Dog Park.  Speaking for small group of volunteers 
regarding lack of shade in park.  Wants collaborative process to increase shade in the area. 
Knows that users of the park are willing to fundraise for shade amenities in park.  Wants to 
create relationship to get a project moving.  
 
Kenyon Moon:  Bike Rack Availability in Parks.  Lives in D4. Wants more bike rack parking 
options in park.  The availability is too varied and would like better access.   Wants to know if 
there is a database showing where racks are, is there a policy for placement in parks.  Thinks 
there should be more and in better locations. Believes it would lead to greater use of bikes in 
neighborhoods.  
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
Capital Improvement Projects Update: Gordon Robertson/Owen Wells.   
2026 CIP Planning. SEE DECK.  Goes through the draft plan.  This is a year round 
conversation process but this is for budget process. Plan looks at 3-5 year horizon but 1 year 
plan is definite. Equitable outcomes are paramount. Push for advancing Legacy 5 year plan, 
ramping up addressing deferred maintenance, sustainability and resilience efforts and 
coordinate on GO Bond.  High priority themes: re-investing in system, adapting for resilience, 
expanding system.   Other themes: creating unique places, fostering connections and 
partnerships, broadening offerings, enhancing mountain destinations. Final capital plan is being 
developed now, will be submitted to Finance dept in June.  Goes through strategies and 
considerations for year with assumptions.  Lots of variables that make planning complicated.  
Goes through expansion and acquisition plans and projects and also maintenance projects. 
Trying to balance getting projects moving and not have projects waiting. Lots of ideas and 
trying to prioritize. There are short/medium term projects for visioning, design, and 
construction.  Lists could change based on GO bond list. By summer/fall will have final projects 
ready for full City Council approval.  
 
Questions: 
Frances Coleman:  Regarding Federal matches—she is concerned about grants and claw back.  
What would happen?  Does this make it Denver residents problem.  Gordon-they are thinking 
about it.  They have just over 40 million in projects going, most are under way and so they think 
likely safe, but some are not started so DPR is trying to get going to show movement on 
projects to keep money. 
 
Trena Marsal:  Given current administration, are policy changes impacting women/minority 
programs.  GR-have not seen anything now.  Local programs are continuing and will defend 



 

DEI initiatives.  Irrigation crew, how many?  5 staff being hired on operations, and irrigation 
designer has been hired to identify places where systems can be improved.  
 
Chris Urias:  D11 Far Northeast there is a park—Bowling Drive and Kittridge, updates?  OW-it 
is a developer led project.  DPR is pushing the process. OW will follow up.  Highpoint Park?  
Located where Pepsi plant is being constructed—Highpoint and Dunkirk.  9 acres adjacent of 
10 acres being constructed now.   
 
Tate Carpenter:  Plug for downtown Denver.  On equity map it is light green and wanted to 
point out that it is lacking green space and would be good for tourists and businesses.  
Encourages looking at this closely to see if there can be more green space in downtown.  GR 
noted that between Skyline and Civic Center DPR is investing lots now and continues to give 
attention. Land costs are very high. 
 
Yoli Casas:  DPR has condition standards for summer programming—wants to know if in 
looking at large identified parks these standards are being considered.  Particularly Garfield and 
Argo. Planning is trying to get more coordination with Recreation side to understand how to 
make improvements that meet these needs.  
 
Pam Jiner:  Plugs for inclusive play at Village Place Senior.  “Park Bridges” what are they.  
GR—they are bridges over small creeks and streams.  There are 100s of bridges throughout the 
system and they need lots of maintenance.    
 
Also questions about shelters for inclement weather and bathrooms.  
 
Park Hill Park Update:  Owen Wells.  
SEE DECK.  Phase 1: Park Visioning and Framework. Have been working on setting up 
process for visioning.  Process has kicked off.  Website www.parkhillpark.org and outreach has 
started.  Park Hill Dave is now living with Jolon Clark.  155 acre site.  Small topographic 
changes, irrigation pond, lots of wildlife.  4th largest park in Denver.  11th regional park.  First 
opportunity in over 100 years to do this type of project.  Goal for phase 1 is to have a vision and 
framework in place by end of year and rough estimate of costs.  Changes in framework around 
project will need to be addressed and DPR will need to reset expectations. Have hired firm to 
help with vison process, kickoff has happened, operations and forestry are now securing site and 
safety.  Various community engagement activities will happen throughout spring and summer, 
in person, survey, open house. To date 5000 responses to survey. Working with DPR internal 
now also to determine needs on recreation, resiliency, waste water etc. Trying to have lots of 
various interaction opportunities in neighborhoods to get community feedback.   
 
Questions: 
Tate Carpenter.  Will any of the visioning that was done earlier be used?  Sort of. Survey results 
will be used, it is a new process.  Things that were useful may be reused. 
 
Kendra Black.  Has heard that previous owners had not watered so many trees were lost.  Are 
existing trees and turf being kept, will there be an effort to maintain.  Tree inventory has been 
done, correct that watering has not been consistent, so many trees have been stressed and not 



 

doing ok.  They are trying to figure out the ones that can be kept. Existing irrigation system is 
non-functional (damage and vandalism) so there will need to be a new system put in place.  The 
prior system was not efficient and was geared toward golf course not for resiliency or 
environmental goals.  
 
Frances Coleman.  After survey is complete, do they have sense of timeline of rollout for 
funding, construction?  What will process look like after needs are determined.  DPR doesn’t 
know right now what the timeline or process will look like.  They are trying to figure out what 
the community wants and then how much it will cost and then what process will look like. 
 
Meredith Levy.  Survey.  Doesn’t see anything about swimming pool as an amenity.  She is 
hearing a lot about people wanting one.  Not entirely sure what the aquatics will look like. 
Outdoor pools very expensive and complicated to operate for short time.  Waiting to hear what 
community wants.  
 
Marlene DeLaRosa.  Question about languages for survey.  It is in English and Spanish.  There 
will be dual translation throughout process. Additional languages are available at request.   
 
Frances Coleman wants to know why only Spanish—based on numbers in city they only 
regularly translate to Spanish, but all other languages are available on request.   
 
Trena Marsal.  What about accessibility?  Laura Morales—where accessibility needs are 
present, they are accommodated. 
 
DPR Environmental Policies:  Jolon Clark.   
SEE DECK.  Internal policies for DPR:  Paper free workplace—encourages less use of paper.  
Single use plastic—controls the amount of plastic DPR is contributing to world.  Plant Based 
Foods (less meats)—only for internal events—diversifies choice and reduces carbon emissions.  
Recycling is tricky—rec centers are easier and currently big push to increase, parks harder 
because they found that in parks the recycling is contaminated with trash so everything had to 
go to landfill.   
 
Questions: 
Florence Navarro.  Thank you for inviting to staff meetings last week to share PRAB role with 
staff.  
 
PRAB COMMITTEE REPORTS NOVEMBER MEETINGS 
 
Operations, Budget: Kendra Black  Last meeting we had CIP presentation. Next meeting will 
be combined with sustainability. 
 
Recreation & Programming: Marlene DeLaRosa  April up 14% at rec centers and 7% for 
year—compared to last year.  Youth for April up 15% from April ’24, up 12% so far this year 
compared to last year. Small percentage 16% are being used. Older adults up 17% for April and 
12% for year.  Still working with office of aging to do youth/elder pickleball sessions.  Doing 



 

pop-up at Safe Summer Kickoff at Harvey Park. DPS side have lots of needs in Far Northeast 
side, need parks.  
 
Frances Coleman—wants the courtesy of knowing when things in southeast Denver happening 
to be informed.   
 
Sustainability & Resiliency: Jack Paterson  Met about trash collection.  Hearing a wildlife 
briefing next meeting, featuring resident geese and beaver.  
 
Planning, Design, Funding, Accessibility: Florence Navarro.  Last meeting joined 
Ops/Budget meeting to hear CIP presentation.   
 
Executive: No report.  
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT: Jolon Clark 
 
DPR Podcast: This month on the Denver Playcast (A Parks, Recreation and Trail Mix), you 
will hear about our mountain park system, hear from Shannon Dennison and our PRAB member 
Kate Fritz!  https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-
Departments-Offices-Directory/Parks-Recreation/Denver-Playcast  
  
Game Plan Annual Report: Read the report on all that was accomplished in 2024 online now 
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/7417f488fa9049b4864b3fbb6ac46c11  
  
La Raza Park Groundbreaking: Construction has begun at La Raza Park! The park will be 
fully closed until construction is complete in early spring of 2026. Join us for a groundbreaking 
event to celebrate the improvements.   

When: Thurs., May 15 | 5:30 - 6:30 PM  
  

Dailey Park Opening Celebration: The Baker Historic Neighborhood Association is 
combining their annual ice cream social with the completion of improvements at Dailey Park, 
which include a new playground, basketball court improved walks and irrigation system. There 
will be food vendors, sweet treats, music, activities from La Familia Recreation Center, and 
community resources.   

When: Saturday, May 31| 11:00 am - 3:00 PM  
  
Park Hill Park: Don’t forget the survey (closes the 19th) and to save the date for the open 
house on June 7 at City of Axum Park 1-3PM.  Keep updated at parkhillpark.org  
  
DPR All-Staff and PRAB: Thanks to Florence, Kate, Jill, Kim and Tate for joining us at our 
All-Staff meeting last week.   
  
Paco Sanchez Dog Park: A new pop up dog park in Paco Sanchez Park is open! This site is 
located near the intersection of 14th Ave. and Avondale Dr.   
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Park Stewardship: Parks cleanup day is Saturday June 7 at 8am. Register online to help out! 
We will be at Bear Creek, City of Takyama, Confluence, Globeville Landing, Green Valley 
ranch, Bible Park, Sand Creek Greenway and more parks and trails across the city: 
https://godenverparks.denvergov.org/calendar   
  
Arbor Day: Our April 19th Arbor Day Event at City Park was an overwhelming success. 
Forestry along with volunteers, one of them the Mayor, planted 160 trees!   
  
Food Truck Pilot:  Building on the success of last summer’s food truck pilot, DPR will begin 
expanding opportunities around the city on June 1st to offer more food and beverage services to 
parks while supporting local small businesses.  The pilot will include 9 new locations – (4) 
athletic fields in each quadrant of the city, as well as (5) recreation centers/outdoor pools in 
each quadrant including downtown.  The food trucks will operate through the summer with a 
possible extension into fall 2025.   
  
RECREATION:   
Summer Activity Registration:  Registration for Summer activities opened on May 6  - 
programs for all ages are still available, so check the latest on denvergov.org/recreation  
  
Summer Camp Park Permit Program: To help support the mayor’s goal to provide more 
youth with access to quality out-of-school programming, DPR is launching a new Summer 
Camp Permit Program this year. Applications for 2025 summer camps will be accepted from 
April 14 – June 2 for camps taking place Monday through Friday from June 2 until August 15, 
2025. Permits are available on a first-come, first-served basis. More details can be found on 
denvergov.org/permits  
  
Volunteers Needed: Help out with the Miracle League baseball program at Valverde Park 
along with our Adaptive Recreation Department. Sign up here: 
https://form.jotform.com/232394836135157  
  
ENGAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES  

·         May 17-18 | Purge the Spurge Event Residents who turn in their bagged myrtle spurge 
plants, are eligible for free garden plants in exchange. Pull up your myrtle spurge, bag it, and 
bring to Purge the Spurge and you will receive FREE plants in exchange.   

 ·         May 24 | Archaeology Day at Daniels Park  

·         June 4 | Southmoor Park Virtual Public Meeting #2  

·         June 7 | Park Hill Park: Open House (in-person at City of Axum Park)  

·         June 18 | Mestizo Curtis Park Pool Public Meeting (virtual)   
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OTHER ITEMS:   
 
May 24, Public Archaeology Day at Daniels Park, open to the public.  
 
Marlene DeLaRosa.  DPS has vacant building and there is a survey open about how to use it.  
RFI out for buildings that are being closed for potential use.  Denver Public Schools is 
committed to a community engagement process to determine possible uses for the Columbian 
Elementary facility in the 2026-27 school year and beyond. This commitment was made 
through the Denver Schools Thrive Initiative (DSTI). 
To share your input on the usage of the Columbian Elementary facility for the 2026-27 school 
year, please complete this survey. Note: This survey is intended for the Northwest Denver 
Public Schools community. Your responses will remain anonymous and confidential. 
Responses will be viewed in combination with all other responses. 
 
Kim Yuan-Farrell.  Park People there are single sight tree planting opportunities for fall—
needing 15+ trees for locations in need.   
 
Tate Carpenter.  This weekend is Colfax Marathon, Saturday and Sunday.  Ends in City Park.    
 
ADJOURNMENT:  7:26 pm 
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