
 

Meeting Minutes 
DENVER PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 

June 11, 2025-- 5:30- 7:30 pm 
Virtual Meeting: Via Zoom Webinar 

 
PRAB Meeting Norms 

Be respectful and presume positive intentions. 
Seek first to understand and then to be 

understood. 
Stay focused on topics at hand. 

Allow space for all to have a voice. 
Listen without judgement. 

Live our values of equity and inclusion. 
 
Board Members In attendance 

Pam Jiner, Kate Fritz, Florence Navarro, Frances Coleman, Jill Mullen, Kendra Black, Brooke 
Badon, Meredith Levy, Kim Yuan Farrell,  Chris Urias, Jack Paterson, Lynne Mason, Trena 
Marsal, Marlene DeLaRosa 

Absent: Lee Rains Thomas, Tate Carpenter. Uriel Berrum, Jevon Taylor 

Youth: Riley 

CALL TO ORDER  
Pam Jiner (Co-Chair) calls meeting to order at 5:31 
Land acknowledgement (Yoli Casas)  
Board Norms (Jill Mullen) 
 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS  
Approve May Minutes 
MOVE:  Frances Coleman 
SECOND: Kim Yuan-Farrell 
CHANGES:  None. 
ABSTENTIONS:  None 
RESULT:  PASSED 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Lisa Robinson. Retaliation.  Re Washington Park public lobby at Rec Center being arrested.  
Upset at arrest and actions of City Attorney.  Allegations regarding John Martinez.   
Interjection from Frances Coleman.  Interruption by Jolon regarding slander and cannot make 
personal attacks.  Rules read by J. Clark regarding comments.  L. Robinson argues that it is a 
free speech issue.  Robinson alleges felony behavior by Martinez.  Timer runs out. 
 
Jim Morgan.  Miracle League.  President of Miracle League of Metro Denver.  Now 
partnering with DPR for 2 seasons, headed into 3rd.  Provides athletes baseball league 



 

opportunities. Last spring 143 players with varying levels of disabilities. 406 volunteers.  City 
also provided volunteer opportunities with city employees.  Wants to commend staff for work at 
Valverde Park.  Very much wants to continue there.  Location is very important.   
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
Forestry Rules Update—Elizabeth Judd 
This provides another tool for tree preservation.  Fills gaps in rules and brings consistency to 
code language.  This increases protection of trees during construction.  Updates include 
language cleanup. Updates forms for citations.  Adds ability to include citation without 10 day 
correction period.  Allows to protect from damage scenarios.  Allows for immediate 
compliance.  Updates to not include change to fee structure or ability to appeal.  Does not 
remove ability for notice prior to citation.  There was a public hearing (2 attendees).   
 
Questions:   
Frances Coleman:  What permission are they getting that they didn’t have?  Now process 
requires a prior notice of a problem with 10 day waiting period for citation.  The immediate 
citation should help with getting action faster.   
 
Kim Yuan-Farrell.  A lot can happen to the tree in the 10 day period so this protects the tree 
easier. 
 
Florence Navarro:  This is a good thing because it is a reminder for property owners.   
 
Frances Coleman: When Loretto Heights cut down trees for development is there anything in 
plan that governs this?  Now it is the case that because it is private property they can do this. 
Now there is a more holistic process starting to look at how to manage both public and private 
property. FC notes need for tree canopy and contribution to heat in Portland. Wants more 
oversight on private developers.  EJ notes it could be a new code provision.  
 
Kate Fritz:  Can you speak to the remedies?  Rules and regulations repeat code language of 
immediate peril or damage.  There is a subjective element to this.  Doesn’t need to go directly to 
citation.  Can be delayed.   
 
Pam Jiner:  Concerns over fining owners about trees that were planted years ago and 
destroying city infrastructure (sidewalks etc).  Are there any supports for homeowners for 
paying for work needing to be done, i.e. trimming or repair to sidewalk.  Concern over fairness 
to people having to bear burden.   
 
MOTION TO REMCOMEND TO JOLON CLARK TO ADVANCE FORESTRY UPDATE:  
MOTION: Kim Yuan-Farrell 
SECOND  Frances Coleman 
ABSTAIN: Trena Marsal 
RESULT:  PASSED 
 
 



 

 
 
PRAB COMMITTEE REPORTS NOVEMBER MEETINGS 
 
Operations, Budget: Kendra Black  No report.  Last meeting heard update on forestry. 
 
Recreation & Programming: Jill Mullen: discussed recruitment of students for PRAB for this 
upcoming school year.  Application goes live July 1.  Doing selections in August and 
orientation in September.  Will be recruiting mentors.  Florence question—was there follow up 
with current students…no but will be on the agenda for next time.  Committee is considering 
having students do a project or reporting out.  Meredith Levy suggests reaching out to teens 
working at rec centers already to see if they are interested.  Riley offers to also reach out to 
more students.  
 
Sustainability & Resiliency: Jack Paterson:  Joint meeting with Ops, Budget.  Heard the 
presentation on forestry.  Also heard presentation on wildlife.  Geese Hazing and egg oiling 
were done, no report on overpopulation.  6 geese were GPS tracked and getting info on travel 
habits to figure out where they are going.  Prairie dog problems in SW city.  Lots of efforts 
being made to control the population.  Beaver issues in west side gulches—DPR monitoring 
situation to see what needs to be done.  This is elk calving season, Evergreen GC and Dedisse 
park.  Seasonal issues.  
 
Frances Coleman question—legislation for moving prairie dogs was passed.  JP says it didn’t 
come up.  FC wants to look at the current legislation regarding relocation of prairie dogs and 
prohibition on culling.  Jolon Clark—DPR will provide regs and procedures.  He assures that 
DPR follows rules and manages to them.  Sometimes dependent on circumstances. 
 
Meredith Levy—she sees lots of prairie dogs.  Interested in what is the coordination with 
partner locations (Jefferson County, Highline Canal).  JP says there is an emphasis on letting the 
colonies manage themselves without too much intervention.  There is an undercurrent of letting 
nature do its own thing and only getting involved when it is a problem.  JC—jurisdictional 
boundaries do present issues, so need to work carefully and closely with neighboring 
jurisdictions. Private property also complicates the management of the wildlife.  
 
Lynn Mason—has been @ Evergreen when elk calve.  It is a problem with public wanting to be 
there.  She thinks there should be a person there at all times to protect people.  Prairie 
dogs..because it isn’t as cold during the winter the babies survive much more.  
 
Planning, Design, Funding, Accessibility: Florence Navarro.  Last month was catchall 
conversation, lots of questions on Park Hill, budget and thinking on what to do.  Catch up on 
issues for committee.  Upcoming presentation on Echo Lake.  Also taking look at annual report 
on game plan.  
 
Executive: Report on moving presentations to whole PRAB rather than always going through 
committee to be more respective toward DPR employees.  Issues needing more research or time 
will continue to go to committees.  



 

 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT: Jolon Clark 
 
City’s Financial Outlook: With the city facing a $50 million budget gap this year and $200 
million budget shortfall in 2026, the city is taking immediate action to fill this gap. All agencies 
are asked to find cost savings in their budgets. For 2025, the city has implemented a hiring 
freeze, furloughs for employees based on an employee’s salary, and overall tighter controls on 
spending.  For 2026, departments have been asked to provide budget reductions of 15-30%. 
Details on how budget reductions will impact DPR employees, including potential layoffs, will 
not be known until later this year.   
  
Park Hill Park Update: A lot is happening with Park Hill Park.   

• The purchase and sale agreement was approved by city council. This will allow the city 
to start closing on the property.   

• Rezoning was also approved, allowing for the site to be developed as a park.   
• We hosted an Open House this past Saturday, which was a great success. Over 200 

community members came out to tell us about their vision for the future park.   
• This month’s DPR podcast also focuses on Park Hill. I was joined by our design firm to 

discuss what it will take to convert the golf course into Denver’s newest regional 
park.  https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-
Departments-Offices-Directory/Parks-Recreation/Denver-Playcast  

  
Soccer coming to Downtown Denver: In partnership with Street Soccer USA, construction of 
a new soccer pitch will begin this week in Block 1 of Skyline Park (Arapahoe St. Between 
15th and 16th). When opened in August, the pitch will feature a synthetic turf soccer field and 
will be programmed by Denver Parks and Recreation to allow youth to learn and practice soccer 
techniques, gamesmanship, and provide a venue for community engagement. Future activation 
opportunities, include programming by Street Soccer USA such as clinics, pick up games, and 
youth tournaments, as well as drop-in play for public use. This is a project that we’re really 
excited about as part of activating downtown in new and fun ways. An opening celebration is 
planned for August, which we will send to PRAB.   
  
Recognition of Bison by the State: Governor Jared Polis and First Gentleman Marlon Reis 
visited Genesee Park to sign a landmark bill officially classifying bison as a wild species in 
Colorado. This historic moment holds deep meaning for the state’s Indigenous and Native 
communities. We’re proud of our ongoing commitment to building trust and meaningful 
partnerships with Indigenous and Native communities.   
  
All Recreation Centers are now a Bike Streets Destination: There is now an even easier way 
to find a bike friendly route to any of our recreation centers. Bike Streets have now added all 
centers to their mapping tool, which allows for you to find a low-stress route to a center. 
Visit denvergov.org/RecreationCenters, choose your center and check out their brand-new 
bike map, complete with low-stress routes from all over Denver.  
  
If you ride your bike to a center, flash your Bike Streets passport stamp, and score a cool “I 
Biked Here” sticker!   

https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Parks-Recreation/Denver-Playcast
https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Parks-Recreation/Denver-Playcast
https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Parks-Recreation/Recreation-Centers-Pools/Recreation-Centers


 

  
Outdoor pool Season: Denver outdoor pools are scheduled to has started with most pools 
opening this past Monday, June 9th. The season will run through August 11. Congress Park Pool 
was delayed by a week due to unforeseen mechanical issues. We expect Congress park to open 
this Saturday, June 14th. As a reminder, Swansea and Mestizo Curtis are not open as they are 
being replaced with new pools. Ruby Hill is permanently closed as Phase 3 improvements will 
be constructed to replace the pool.   
  
Summer Rec Kidz: Morning summer camps started up on June 10 for kids ages 8-12, run 
through August 9 as well as afternoon MY Denver activities for youth 8-18. Drop-in spots are 
available for MY Denver youth – learn more at denvergov.org/summercamps.  
  
DPR Has Moved into the top 10: Great News! In the latest Trust for Public Land 2025 
ParkScore® report, Denver leapt from #13 to #10 among the 100 largest U.S. cities in quality 
of their parks and recreation system. The ranking is based on a number of parks and 
recreation measures and how they stack up against other major cities across the country.   
We earned marks in five key areas, including access, equity, and investment. This leap reflects 
our shared commitment to growing and improving our parks and recreation spaces for 
everyone.  
  
ENGAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES  
  

• June 17 | Cheesman Park Pop-Up  
• June 18 | Mestizo Curtis Park Pool Public Meeting  
• June 21 | Go Skate Day  
• June 26 | City Park Living Land Public Meeting  
• July 10  | Ruby Hill Phase 3 Groundbreaking (details soon to come)  

 
 
Questions: 
Kim Yuan-Farrell—thank you for the good work and sorry for the budget issues.  
 
Pam Jiner—concern at Park Hill Park for parking.  Wondering about plan for public parking.  
JC all of it will be looked at and considered—but very preliminary.  The community process 
will get info on all of the concerns and issues and then planning will go from there.  Trail 
currently only goes north south—need better trail system—that is being looked at also.  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  6:47 pm 

https://www.tpl.org/parkscore
https://www.tpl.org/parkscore
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/tockify.com/denverparksrecreation/detail/460/1750174200000__;!!M87Ej6RJKlw!TEzm9nPMEt-iTdo16KDUgS3V6lBSi3nVZ7NfZyDuWmzYIAaALA2d_d_qCqhS-lkT_p7v5APSEiUNouVbNc6wd56bUVk6vIUV1xagGe4l$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/tockify.com/denverparksrecreation/detail/452/1750289400000__;!!M87Ej6RJKlw!TEzm9nPMEt-iTdo16KDUgS3V6lBSi3nVZ7NfZyDuWmzYIAaALA2d_d_qCqhS-lkT_p7v5APSEiUNouVbNc6wd56bUVk6vIUV15IMmR-F$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.facebook.com/share/1E48TDJMHM/__;!!M87Ej6RJKlw!TEzm9nPMEt-iTdo16KDUgS3V6lBSi3nVZ7NfZyDuWmzYIAaALA2d_d_qCqhS-lkT_p7v5APSEiUNouVbNc6wd56bUVk6vIUV10Eo7n-o$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/tockify.com/denverparksrecreation/detail/459/1750980600000__;!!M87Ej6RJKlw!TEzm9nPMEt-iTdo16KDUgS3V6lBSi3nVZ7NfZyDuWmzYIAaALA2d_d_qCqhS-lkT_p7v5APSEiUNouVbNc6wd56bUVk6vIUV1yy6mWdD$


 

 

 


