Meeting Minutes
DENVER PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD MEETING
June 12, 2024 — 5:30- 7:30 pm
Virtual Meeting: Via Zoom Webinar

PRAB Meeting Norms
Be respectful and presume positive intentions.
Seek first to understand and then to be understood.
Stay focused on topics at hand.
Allow space for all to have a voice.
Listen without judgement.
Live our values of equity and inclusion.

Board Members In attendance:

Kate Fritz, Kendra Black, Jill Mullen, Fran Coleman, Tate Carpenter, Pam Jiner, Chris Urias, Yoli Casas,
Florence Navarro, Chris Urias, Brooke Badon, Lynne Mason, Deana Perlmutter, Brooke Badon, Trena
Marsal, Marlene DeLaRosa

Absent: Lee Rains Thomas, Uriel Berrum, Jack Paterson, Meredith Levy

CALL TO ORDER

Pam Jiner (Vice Chair) calls meeting to order at 5:32
Land acknowledgement (Pam Jiner)

Board Norms (Kate Fritz)

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS
Approve May Minutes

MOVE: Kendra Black
SECOND: Florence Navarro
ABSTENTIONS: Kate Fritz
RESULT: Passed

PUBLIC COMMENTS

David Sabados: E-bike safety. Concerned about safety of Class 2 and 3 e-bikes that do not require
pedaling, believes they belong on streets—not in parks on sidewalks. Go up to 30 mph and are
dangerous.

Vandana Duff: Off leash dog hours. Wants implementation of hours for off leash dogs. Also believes
enforcement by rangers has been aggressive and shown inappropriate behavior. Believes it is counter
productive. Her opinion they should act with discretion and empathy. Off leash time will help this in her
opinion.

Linda Hull: Advocating for off leash hours. Complaining about rangers following people—story she
heard on Freedom for Fidos website. Wants to be part of conversation about discussions regarding off
leash time proposals. There are secret groups that are monitoring rangers in parks and using phone trees
to avoid rangers in these parks.



PRAB COMMITTEE REPORTS

Operations, Maintenance, Budget

No report. No meeting in June because nothing on agenda.

Recreation and Programming

Supporting recreation side in recruiting for staffing.

Sustainability & Resiliency

No report. No meeting in June.

Planning, Design, Funding, Accessibility

Planning has been working on recommendations for off leash hours for parks. Committee has spent last
few meetings on research and listening to staff and public as well as former position of PRAB. After
review, recommend that no new action be taken to change the current policy. Committee has considered
all angles and safety and being equitable in access for all users at all times rose to the top.
Recommendation to Director Clark that no changes to current policy be made. Because no change to
current policy, there is no vote needed. PRAB does support continuing conversations around other ways
to move forward with more space for dog parks. Supportive of Dog Park Master Plan and continued
dialog around resolution for desire for off leash opportunities for dogs.

Note: Multiple Council Districts have submitted micro-budget priorities that include dog park
opportunities, good avenue to advocate.

Planning process for La Raza park design improvements are starting.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Reminder, PRAB Mountain Parks Tour has been set for August 3, 2024.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT—See Attached Below

Feast in Denver’s nature—food truck events. Piloting in few parks this summer to see what will and will
not work. Multiple parks

Summer Rec Kids—started in rec centers with programming. Filling up. Fun opportunities. My
Denver Youth has also started for older kids.

Continuing to hire for both Parks and Rec sides—hard to get fully staffed. Parks is struggling more than
Rec.

Lots of partnerships for planting. One particular with GOCO and Generation Wild for B-team
messaging is being used for certain beds that are for pollinators.

Outdoor pools open 8/14. Mestizo Curtis Park and Swansea are closed for repairs.



Volunteer projects are very busy. Bi-weekly programs are happening.

Washington Park turns 125 this year. 3 community jubilee parties will be happening.
Congress Park playground will open 6/28, party happening.

Lots of free events all summer. See facebook page.

DPR is getting fully staffed up and all programming is back.

Hand launched watercraft are now permitted on any lake in Denver Park.

OTHER ITEMS

Lynn Mason—wants Washington Park to not have lots of ebikes—dangerous and doesn’t want lots of
vendors.

Kendra Black—8/17 festival in Bible Park called South by Southeast. Hosted by CW Romero-
Campbell. Looking for volunteers.

6/26 Highline Canal Conservancy is hosting 5k at Bible Park.

Brooke Badon/Marlene DeLLaRosa: Safe Summer kickoff in Garfield Park was great.

Lynne Mason—doesn’t want to drop E-bikes. Dir. Clark will gather info and do presentation.

There will be a July meeting. Meeting in July with update to Legacy Fund 5 year plan. So committees
will have regular meetings if needed.

ADJOURNMENT 6:25

June Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Meeting
Wednesday, June 12, 2024
Executive Director’s Report

Feast in Denver’s Nature: DPR launched a pilot food truck hub at some Denver parks during the
summer—Feast in Denver’s Nature! This expansion of food and beverage offerings is intended to
enhance park activation and quality social experiences for park users. At Paco Sanchez and Wash Park
on Wednesdays and Saturdays, and Commons on Thursdays. More details (and a survey to tell us how
you think its going) at www.denvergov.org/parks.

Summer Rec Kidz: Morning summer camps started up on June 10 for kids ages 8-12, run through
August 9 as well as afternoon MY Denver activities for youth 8-18. Drop in spots are available for MY
Denver youth — learn more at denvergov.org/summercamps.


http://www.denvergov.org/parks
https://denvergov.org/summercamps

Hiring for numerous positions continues as DPR prepares for the busy summer season and we look
forward to serving our neighbors throughout the city. These positions can be found at
denvergov.org/jobs

Florafitti with GOCO: DPR has partnered with GOCO/Generation Wild to plant pollinator beds at five
Denver parks. Families are encouraged to visit these locations and look for Bee Team messages
(Florafitti) in the flower beds that will start to bloom this summer. Florafitti gardens have been planted
at: City Park, Sloan's Lake, Montbello Civic Center, Gates Crescent Park and Garfield Lake Park
Outdoor pool Season: Denver outdoor pools are scheduled to open Friday, June 14 and will run through
August 11. Due to construction and maintenance needs, Swansea and Mestizo Curtis pools will not open
and are bond-funded to be fully replaced. The Swansea indoor pool project is set to break ground later
this summer. Mestizo Curtis Pool will begin design later this year. With Phase 3 of Ruby Hill Park
renovation, the pool will permanently close and will be replaced with various park amenities that were
determined through a community process.

Volunteer Projects: Summer is a busy time for our volunteer program. This year our Park operations
team launched bi-weekly Volunteer Projects to help with Open Space management at Kennedy Open
Space and Bear Creek Open Space. https://godenverparks.denvergov.org/Calendar

Celebrating 125 Years of Washington Park: 2024 marks the 125th anniversary of Washington Park’s
establishment. To celebrate, Friends And Neighbors of Washington Park (FANS) with support from
Denver Parks and Recreation is hosting a free Community Jubilee at the park on Wednesday, August 7,
2024 from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Kicking off the celebration are photo and essay contests. Submissions are
due June 30 at http://fansessaycontest.com.

Congress Park Playground: Join Councilman Hinds’ office and DPR to celebrate the new playground
on June 28 at 10:30 am. Sidewalk chalk art and popsicles — all are welcome.

Free events and Movies in the Park with DPR Rec: check out Facebook events page — a lot is being
added in.
e “Empty Bowls Ice Creams Social” you can purchase DPR art from Pottery students, benefiting
Food Bank of the Rockies- June 21 at Montclair Civic Building
e Movies in the Park throughout the city — tonight at College View, Monday at Cook Park, July
27 at Swansea and more throughout the summer.
¢ Go Skate Day: This free, family-friendly annual skateboard event at the downtown Denver
Skatepark will offer loaner skateboards, helmets and basic instruction. June 21 8:30am-6pm.


https://denver.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/CCD-denver-denvergov-CSC_Jobs-Civil_service_jobs-Police_Jobs-Fire_Jobs?q=parks%20and%20recreation
https://godenverparks.denvergov.org/Calendar
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/jh7xxdcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-fbM9beenB21psFfH2l4oq3ERMBMEQY-cWJ0O0NLu6i7U0X82RcWTc8f-kaXJSV-o-62BnbgTPwTxQ832bc-11ALjNy-vjhw-djb26GTYkzkdgGZrfOZvoBKDWPSduil9SwkJTX7qBRlMFVuUp_B3FYXqx3CCxcU&c=lFRC377SKqk1hI6S8Q9p77MXMbxP_IZmXdw0U5-Eiez-2KtTlUYmKw==&ch=l5ENfYPlb_sW3IA0lUjagO4tFsgVOzf2LWBaGFo1sO9Vuqlu6Bmh9w==__;!!M87Ej6RJKlw!TtfaQffPDPItombDTkRAnlNSvAHrZKOsEat9QEeYMTpyurddTNA0gZOxT3zIwosAuaXrDqwT7L37M3xY1CKaUU1jVFHSm3vtJFMSDoO-Jw$
https://denvergov.org/jobs

