
 
Meeting Minutes 

DENVER PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 
August 10, 2022 – 5:30- 7:30 pm 

Virtual Meeting: Via Zoom Webinar 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Board Members In attendance: 
Fran Coleman, Lee Rains Thomas, Meredith Levy, Lynne Mason, Amy Razzaque, Andre McGregor, Jessica Zender, Pam 
Jiner, Jack Paterson, Chandi Aldena, Marlene De La Rosa, Kate Fritz, Florence Navarro 
 
Absent: Frank Rowe, Ben Williamson, Brooke Badon, Deana Permutter, Trena Marsal 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
5:34- Fran calls to order, but asks to adjust agenda due to not having a quorum yet.  

- Executive Director report  
- Consent to minutes from July 
- Botanic Gardens Fee Vote 
- Zoo fees vote 
- Verify roll call   
- Outdoor adventure master plan  
- Committee reports 

 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS  
Approve July Minutes 
Florence makes motion to accept minutes, Amy seconds.   
Minutes are unanimously approved as submitted.  Meredith abstains, was not at July meeting.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
None 
 
PRESENTATIONS: 
Discussion/Vote on DBG Fees, John Calderhead 
Reviews presentation  
Questions- How can we get invited to more events at the Gardens?   
Will look into how to keep PRAB in the loop for events.   
My Denver card works for DBG too.  Great for all kids across the city.  
Amy- Seems to be accessible since this request changes fees to events only. Has long term funding been considered?  
Yes- comparisons as well as cost projections, so this is sustainable.  
 

PRAB Meeting Norms 
Be respectful and presume positive intentions. 

Seek first to understand and then to be understood. 
Stay focused on topics at hand. 

Allow space for all to have a voice. 
Listen without judgement. 

Live our values of equity and inclusion. 
 



Upcoming event- Changemakers Gala, Partnership with metro school districts 
 
https://ycdiversity.networkforgood.com/events/40208-ycd-changemakers-gala-2022-a-night-to-empower-youth 
 
Lynne- Makes a motion for PRAB to recommend support of the zoo fees increase to the director to bring forward to 
City Council. Meredith seconds.  
 
Discussion/Vote on Zoo Fees, Bert Vescolani/Christine Adams 
 
Christine- My Denver Prime- added to free programs  
Lee calls motion for PRAB to recommend support of the zoo fees increase to the director to bring forward to City 
Council, Kate seconds motion.  
 
Motion passes unanimously. 
 
Outdoor Adventure Master Plan, Stacie West/Molly Lanphier 
 
Discussion 

- Thank you to all involved in developing this plan. Looking forward to seeing this come to life.  
- Would be nice to have an accessible technology to use  
- How do people register, first come, first served?   
- Working to ensure that people who are in underserved communities are able to access the programs in an 

equitable manner.  25% of slots currently reserved for neighborhood residents.  
- Adaptive play, accessible for people with disabilities. Nice example of accessibility at Bishop in Englewood. 
- Possibility to increase opportunities for summer camps through this outdoor adventure master plan.   
- Progressive programming, consider younger ages as well.  
- Winter Park partnership at Ruby Hill railyard.  Railyard is bringing snow sports to the city.  
- Hubs- where might other hubs be?  
- New hubs on the east side 
- Birdwatching possible as an onramp to getting outdoors.  
- Transportation has been considered and how to help people move across the city. 
- Some programs exist already for transportation, just need access to gear and places to go.  
- Bikes are not necessarily accessible, but want to consider safety 
- Sloan’s lake dredging possibility? Looking into possibilities in the future. 
- How can we change people’s views on being comfortable/ help them feel welcome?   

  
 
PRAB COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Executive Committee – (Designations)- Would like to invite additional PRAB members at   Elections are coming soon. 
Consider taking on leadership positions.   

 
Board Engagement – Laura Morales- reviews how to share information, where to find it, how to access 
calendar and see events that are coming up.  Park projects link, how to copy a link to share.  How to share 
events on social media.  Can review with PRAB more in depth for individuals.   

 
Planning, Design, Funding, Accessibility (Florence)- Looking into master plans, 5 in progress, 3 recently completed.  
Will be looking at the plans and learning about process.  Will be reviewing the annual report.  

https://ycdiversity.networkforgood.com/events/40208-ycd-changemakers-gala-2022-a-night-to-empower-youth


Park Hill Update Andre)- Draft has been provided online from CPD, next meeting on the 23rd is to discuss plan.  
Operations, Maintenance, Budget- (Andre)- public comments forms reviewed, would like to see parks and rec 
advocate- stay in operations, revising car free section of city park- (operations), trash in parks (sent to recreation)  
Recreation (Marlene)- Adaptive recreation conversation, reviewed with Aspen from DPR.  Lifeguards are training and 
were able to get bonuses.  
Sustainability & Resiliency (Jack)- water quality, streams and rivers are involved with many public departments, city 
has a 2020 lake management program and plan, 5 lakes are key Sloans, city, wash, duck lake, Harvey park. City wants 
to use a holistic approach and restore natural balance.  Sloans- phosphorus binder treatments, working on aerators, 
etc.  Bike safety- Rangers have been using the STAR program to help people access services, rather than the police 
when possible.  South Platte and cherry creek bike trail.  Park.ranger@denver. org 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

PRAB Executive Director’s Report 
August 13, 2022 

 
 

• Congress Park Pool Opening – Congress Pool opened to the public on July 23rd to high reviews and lots of 
community excitement.  A more formal opening occurred on Aug 2nd with the Mayor and City Councilman 
Chris Hinds welcoming users to the pool.  We were very fortunate to get it open for the last three weeks of 
the season and look forward to a full season next summer.  The few indoor pools that were closed to shift 
staffing to the outdoor pools for the summer will be reopened soon.  Two additional pool projects (Swansea 
and GVR) are well underway and should be completed later this year.  Stay tuned for future announcements 
for the opening dates. 

• Budget update – The DPR budget request was submitted to the Mayor in mid-July.  The Mayor and Budget 
Office will be reviewing the proposed budget expansions along with those from other agencies and providing 
the final Mayor’s proposed budget to submit to the City Council in mid-September.  There will be another 
opportunity for the PRAB to review and comment on the Mayor’s Budget for the Council’s deliberation 
process throughout October before Council takes final action in November. 

• DPR Rules and Regulations Update - The proposed changes and updates to DPR rules and regulations will be 
coming back to PRAB Operations, Maintenance and Budget Committee, most likely in September, including a 
timeline for review, public hearing and adoption.  

 
Questions regarding storm drainage – In response to questions regarding the performance of the storm drainage 
improvements that were made at City Park Golf Course, 39th Greenway and Globeville Landing outfall during the most 
recent storm, an analysis from will be provided to the Sustainability and Resiliency committee prior to the next PRAB 
meeting.  Initial anecdotal feedback is that these facilities did perform generally as expected, however there is some 
public confusion about flooding that occurred in nearby areas that were not covered by the P2P project.  We will ask 
the Department of Transportation and Infrastructure (DOTI) to provide clarification on these questions to the 
Committee.  
 
OTHER ITEMS 
Board Announcements 
Valverde park has been cleaned up, it’s nice 
Bonnie Brae park looks great  
Inclusive play- met with Pam and seniors in Montebello to discuss ideas.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 

mailto:Park.ranger@denver


Meeting was adjourned at 7:47 

 
 

 


