Meeting Minutes
DENVER PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD MEETING
September 11, 2024 — 5:30- 7:30 pm
Virtual Meeting: Via Zoom Webinar

PRAB Meeting Norms
Be respectful and presume positive intentions.
Seek first to understand and then to be understood.
Stay focused on topics at hand.
Allow space for all to have a voice.
Listen without judgement.
Live our values of equity and inclusion.

Board Members In attendance:

Kate Fritz, Lee Rains Thomas, Marlene DelL.aRosa, Pam Jiner, Kendra Black, Florence Navarro, Meredith
Levy, Tate Carpenter, Yoli Casas, Jill Mullen, Chris Urias, Pam Jiner, Trena Marsal, Jack Paterson, Uriel
Berrum, Jevon Taylor, Brooke Badon

Absent: Lynne Mason, Deana Perlmutter

CALL TO ORDER

Lee Rains Thomas (Chair) calls meeting to order at 5:31
Land acknowledgement (Tate Carpenter)

Board Norms (Lee Rains Thomas)

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS
Approve August Minutes
MOVE: Kendra Black
SECOND: Florence Navarro
ABSTENTIONS: Fran Coleman
RESULT: PASSED

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Amy Kenreich (via email) I'm a Denver crossing guard and I live in District 7 near Wash Park. I'd like
to voice my support for e-bikes in our parks. As a parent, leaving the car at home is simply not possible
9 times out of ten... UNLESS I use our e-bike. We commute through Wash Park, Cheeseman Park and
City Park weekly. My high school son rides his e-bike through the park to South High School, as do
many of the students I cross at my intersection along the neighborhood bikeway that leads to the park.
As a park-goer, I am on foot as much as on bike when I visit the park. My observation is that the
problem is people driving vehicles. The park has become a revolving door of speeding vehicles circling
for a parking space. (Mind you, there are literally 1000 spaces to park outside of the park including the
giant South High School parking lot.) I have seen so many close calls and because of this, I will not
allow my 10 year old to ride or rollerblade in Washington Park. Additionally, there is a huge problem
with drivers idling in the parking lots. I CORA'd for 311 complaints about driver vs. bicyclist behavior
in Denver Parks. 10/1/20-10/26/22: complaints about drivers = 1049, complaints about people on bikes =
372.

Allen Cowgill—(e-bikes and water fountains) Great job on signage on trails and maintenance.



Excited to hear that it is only a rumor that e-bikes are considered for banning. Uses his e-bike all the
time. Requests that DPR opens restrooms and water fountains next year if budget allows.

Leslie James—(Improved bike connections) Commutes solely by e-bikes. Inequity and access issues
in City Park, wants more one way signage to direct cars, creates unnecessary conflict and danger for
bikers. Glad to hear e-bikes won’t be banned. Wants all park permitting to include traffic patterns. Or
wants limits on vehicles completely. Thinks it is not fair that the kids on the west side do not have good
protections to playgrounds and the kids in Park Hill have greater protections. Sees it as inequitable.

39" Ave greenway and Platte River trail needs better signage for bikes.

Huong Dang—(Benefits of e-bikes) Lives in Highlands. Supports use of e-bikes. Supports the 1 way
bike lane in Washington Park. Some intersections on S. Platte trail need better maintenance when there
is rain and snow runoff.

Robert Greer—(Park Hill Golf Course, Native plants, Bike infrastructure) Opposes suggestion that
Park Hill Golf Course be included in DPR priorities for purchase. Believes it is a bad use of funds and
furthers inequitable. Believes Save Open Space promises were not true. Believes that buying to have
solely as a park is not consistent with DPR stated goals. Thinks eminent domain would be a terrible idea.

David Pardo—(Do not acquire PHGC) Agrees that purchase of Park Hill GC is a bad idea and use of
funds. Lives in Dist. 9 and it lacks small or large parks. Thinks better use of funds would be to create
more smaller parks.

Luchia Brown—(Do not acquire PHGC) Opposes acquiring Park hill GC. Lives in Dist 7. Thanks
DPR for updates on park in Dist. 7. Thinks acquisition of Park Hill GC would divert funds from
maintenance and acquisition of smaller parks. Bad use of funds that would be better used in current
parks.

Jonathan Pira—(Do not acquire PHGC) Regarding Park Hill GC. Strongly opposes the acquisition
of land and believes it is not aligned with the criteria outlined in DPR goals. Most of the Park Hill GC
falls outside of walk/roll goals because of City Park. Thinks acquiring more Mtn. Parks or numerous
pocket parks would be a better use of funds.

(Out of Order) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT—See Attached

Thanks to everyone who appeared for public comment.
Park Legacy Fund

The Park Legacy 5-year Plan will be at City Council on Monday, September 16 for final
adoption.

2025 Budget

Mayor Johnston is planning to release his 2025 budget later this week. There is a press
conference scheduled for tomorrow around 11:30am and you can tune in on Channel 8. DPR
will present our budget before City Council next week.

Recreation



DPR is launching a new partnership with The Miracle League of Metro Denver, a nonprofit that
provides children and adults with special need an opportunity to play baseball. As part of this partnership
they will be using the athletic fields at Valverde Park for their programs.

The 6th Annual Senior Prom hosted by Recreation’s Active Older Adults team takes place on
September 14 at City Park Pavilion.

Recreation Centers and staff continue to participate in various back-to-school events hosted by
schools in the surrounding communities — For fun Halloween and Fall events hosted at our centers, keep
an eye on our Facebook page and website event page for what is happening in your area

Bear Creek Park Restroom

The outdoor restroom at Bear Creek Park was vandalized and is now permanently closed. The
facilities team is assessing the extent of the damage to come up with a cost estimate but there was
damage to the roof, electrical, lights, plumbing fixtures and door.

City Park Nature Play Completed — Thanks to those that made it out yesterday and got to explore the
new play area that was credit to a great partnership with the Denver Museum of Nature and Science.
Educational and fun, with art and creativity throughout — go check it out this weekend.

Park Projects:

New Park at 47th and Telluride Survey: A new park is coming to Green Valley Ranch at 47th &
Telluride. In addition to an interactive water feature, sports court, and walking trails, the park will
include play structures and other amenities requested by the community in the Vision Plan process from
2022. Survey closes next week on the 18th! New Park at 47th & Telluride

o This project is also looking for people interested in joining a “naming committee” to help get the
park named! Interest form is here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XPB8GDY

Mestizo-Curtis Park Pool Survey and Public Meeting Help share your opinions on the
improvements coming to the Mestizo-Curtis Park Outdoor Pool. The survey is open now, closes
September 28. The public meeting will be online on Tuesday, September 24. Mestizo Curtis Park Pool

Elyria Park survey: DPR is working towards improvements to the basketball and volleyball courts
as well as irrigation upgrades. This is the first community survey to check in your thoughts for the sports
court upgrades and get a sense on community priorities and values for potential future park
improvements. Closes September 15 Elyria Park

Skyline Park Block 2: Last chance to take the survey, closes this Friday! Skyline Park Block 2

Sloan’s Lake Community Meeting: We are improving maintenance of parks in northwest Denver,
that includes the renovation of the maintenance yard and shop in the southwest corner of Sloan’s Lake
Park. Join DPR to learn about these changes and the future park land use in the southwest corner of
Sloan’s Lake Park. Sept. 25 via Zoom



Question re surveys and usefulness. Surveys are very useful in park planning process and promotion is
very important. QR codes in parks also very helpful.

Community safety partnership with DPR. Place based safety program. City looking at were in City
there are bad spots and trying to ameliorate issues. Where issues touch parks, DPR is getting more
involved to improve safety in known trouble areas. Paco Sanchez is an example, new lighting and other
actions to discourage trouble. This is a multi-agency focused project—using many different angles to
solve problems.

PRESENTATIONS:

Student Voice Pilot: Marlene DelLaRosa & Pam Jiner. Designed to encourage more youth voices on
PRAB. Came up with a set of questions for students to answer to apply for the positions. Program
would go through school year. Going to start with choosing from 4 youth groups (Faith Bridge/DPS
Student Voice and Leadership/Mayors Youth Commission/Far Northeast Student Group). Would attend
PRAB, subcommittee meetings and involve in decisions of PRAB. HS students were selected through
existing programs that encourage civic engagement.

PRAB members--Lots of suggestions around how to select candidates and participation in program.
Positive

PRAB COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Operations, Maintenance, Budget: No report. No meeting in August. Next meeting 9/18. Beginning
discussing budget priorities for 2026—trying to accelerate process and get recs to DPR by January.

Recreation & Programming: Had presentation on PNI teams.

Sustainability & Resiliency: Briefin August from DPR on facilities management project director on
geothermal at Westwood Rec Center pools (grant funded and first in N. America), is solar ready but does
not yet have equipment. Followed up on Smith Road solar modules.

Planning, Design, Funding, Accessibility: Good meeting, finished looking into e-bike questions.
Determined it was better issue for planning staff at DPR. Looking for more info on list of master plans
active and in future. Also wants info on number of surveys. Looking at how PRAB can help with
getting survey responses. Looking forward to more info on Mtn. Parks.

Executive: Last month meeting on Legacy Plan and Park Hill GC. Went through path to develop letter
from PRAB to City Council regarding acquisition of land. Recognizes that the issue is important. Fran
Coleman—Ilikes letter, nudges City Council to do something. Tate Carpenter—given public comment
tonight, asks whether it is appropriate to add that PRAB is not suggesting that DPR use funds to acquire
the land. Kendra Black—considering the speakers, wants to add language acknowledging difference of
opinion and encourages adding that there be a park within 10 minute walk/roll. Florence believes that
the language is clear based on first sentence. Kate Fritz, splits with adding language modifying first
sentence. Clarification on terms “walk or roll” and “high quality parks”. Florence Navarro—wants to
add “equity throughout system”. Fran Coleman wants to add names of PRAB members.

Very important to have members at committee meetings. If there are not at least 3 present meetings
should be cancelled. Chairs should send emails to confirm attendance. Fran C. concerned at required



number of meetings. Jack P believes that meetings should be able to proceed even with one member
present—can send notes. Florence N. sees fluctuating attendance at committee meetings also.

OTHER ITEMS

Chris Urias—community events: Montbello Live coming up on 9/21 12-4pm. Also very excited about
47™ and Telluride park naming process is great. Pam Jinerbelieves there is a family already up for
naming.

Meredith Levy—Dist. 5 community clean up day, parks and RTD bus stops. Family friendly. October 6
8:30am.

Marlene DelLaRosa—great event at Jr. Sr youth breakfast in Montbello.

ADJOURNMENT 7:00pm




