
 

Meeting Minutes 
DENVER PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 

September 13, 2023 – 5:30- 7:30 pm 
Virtual Meeting: Via Zoom Webinar 

 
Board Members In attendance: 

Kate Fritz, Lee Rains Thomas, Tate 
Carpenter, Florence Navarro, Frank 
Rowe, Chandi Aldena, Meredith 
Levy, Marlene DeLaRosa, Brooke 
Badon, Jack Patersen,  

 

Absent: Frances Coleman, Lynn 
Mason, Michael Rendon, Andre 
McGregor, Pam Jiner, Trena Marsal, 
Jill Mullen, Deana Perlmutter, Jevon 
Taylor 

Call to Order: 5:30 

Board Norms and Land Acknowledgement read by: Lee Rains Thomas,  
 
Chandi encourages members of PRAB to create a version of Land Acknowledgement that reflects 
PRAB  
 

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS: 

Approve August Minutes NO QUORUM 
Edits: NONE 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

NONE 

Jack—provides update on work to revise public comment responses.  Sustainability and Resiliency 
Committee worked on process for responses.  Committee has developed template responses that can 
be personalized for specific situations.  Committee proposes that everyone on PRAB gets the 
comments sent in each month.  All members should review on monthly basis and then decide what 
responses to provide.  Needs to be more intentional. This will be discussed more in October.     

PRESENTATIONS 

Mountain Park Update—Brad Eckert   

SEE ATTACHED DECK 

PRAB Meeting Norms 
Be respectful and presume positive intentions. 

Seek first to understand and then to be understood. 
Stay focused on topics at hand. 

Allow space for all to have a voice. 
Listen without judgement. 

Live our values of equity and inclusion. 
 



 

Planning:   
                 Echo Lake Park Assessment, Study and Site Plan 
                 Looking to have use be more mission based and incorporate outdoor sports strategic plan.  
                 Involves also incorporating new uses for lodge. 
 
                 Mountain Park Maintenance Facilities Study.  Looking at where to move maintenance that  
                 keeps the intention of the camp. 
 
Design:   
               CCC Camp Barracks 1 / Mess Hall.  Going through permitting process now. Putting two           
                small buildings together, 2 sides will function as dorm space with bathrooms in the middle.  
 
                Chief Hosa Campground Community Area.   Trying to activate the open space where group 
                camping now.   Will have a nature-based area and giving homage to CCC.  Nature play area.   
                All wood used is recycled from forestry department.   Hope to start construction by early  
                spring.  
 
                Daniels Park Bison Handling Facility.  Redesigning to be more modern and user friendly.  
                Helping achieve low-stress environment.  Worked with bison handling expert.  Hope to have  
                on the ground by 2025 donation.  Will serve as a backup to Genesee facility and allow for  
                bison to not have to move to Genesee to be worked.  
 
Construction: 
               Chief Hosa Lodge Kitchen.  Now full prep kitchen.  Doors have been restored and  
               now don’t leak.  New paint—with original colors.  Refinished floors.   
 
Partner Projects:   
              Evergreen Lake North Trail.  Replacing upper north lake trail.  Widening road and making             
              trail safer and wider. Cleaner handrail.  Project will be wrapped up soon.  Will preserve  
              shoreline.   
 
Historic Preservation Training: 
  Working with CCD to do historic preservation at CCC Camp.  Students from architecture  
             program. 3 hours of college credit.  Working with Historicorps at Katherine Craig.   
 
PRAB COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Operations, Maintenance, Budget 
Met related to ideas for partnerships with DPR. Park naming process.  
 
Sustainability & Resiliency  
Update (see above) on public comment.  
 
 



 

Recreation 
Looked at data around usage.  No huge issues came up.  No public attendance or comment.  
 
Planning 
Had presentation from Mallory Roybal re legislative rezoning for parks.  Working on process. Also 
working on tracker information and process.  Looking to get more accomplishments for 2023. 
 
Pickleball 
Had meeting in August.  All committee members in agreement that progress is being made.  Stacy 
West presented draft of Pickleball analysis and recommendations.  Document was circulated and sent 
to members for comment.  Next meeting 9/25.  Goal to wrap up analysis and recommendations and 
get to public. 
 
Executive Committee  
At end of year there are elections.  Encourage self-nominations.  Nominating committee will be 
formed. Please also consider becoming chair of committee if that is available.   
 
Potential renaming of parks.  There is a survey about whether to look into renaming S.R. DeBoer 
park.   
 
Other community engagement opportunities for Parks Legacy Plan 
 
Social event—October 4, 2023.  
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
Presented by Scott Gilmore.   
Scott has been in emergency operations department—on priority effort on unhoused.  Things in DPR 
going very well.  Budget process has been going smooth—so far.  Mayor’s priorities will likely be 
reflected in the budget.  DPR is fortunate to have Legacy funds—40-50 million per year.  No word yet 
on replacement for Happy.  Her last day is 9/30.  
 
Whitsall park was officially named in GVR.  Great attendance.  Family is doing next family reunion 
there in 2024.   
 
9/18 City Council will honor Happy Haynes with proclamation at 3:30 pm.  
 
DPR is encouraging subject matter experts to do press events to present projects.   
 
Civic Center Next 100.  Redoing Greek Theater.  DPR did grant application, awarded over 2mm from 
Mellon Foundation to look at monuments in park and to build monument highlighting movement for 
ADA access in Denver “Gang of 19”. Greek Theater will be renovated to provide ADA access.  
 



 

Ken Burns event was great and well attended.    
 
OTHER ITEMS 
 
Reminder of open meetings and community chat.  Committee meetings are also open to public and 
good opportunity for comment and engagement. Public meetings are on the website.   
 
Meredith—good job DPR.  Kids triathlon was great super well run.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Adjourned: 7:08 

 
 


