
 
Meeting Minutes 

DENVER PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 
September 14, 2022 – 5:30- 7:30 pm 
Virtual Meeting: Via Zoom Webinar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Board Members In attendance: 
Fran Coleman, Lee Rains Thomas, Frank Rowe, Lynne Mason, Amy Razzaque, Jessica Zender, Pam Jiner, Jack Paterson, 
Chandi Aldena, Marlene De La Rosa, Brooke Badon, Kate Fritz, Florence Navarro, Trena Marsal 
 
Absent: Meredith Levy, Andre McGregor, Deana Perlmutter 
 
CALL TO ORDER Fran called the meeting to order at 5:34. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS  
Approve August Minutes  
Frank makes a motion to approve minutes as written, Jessica seconds.   
Minutes are unanimously approved. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
No Public Comments 
 
PRESENTATIONS: 
Department Rules & Regulations-  
DPR staff: Eliza Hunholz, Josh Glover, Elizabeth Judd, Kris Ryan, Erin McGuirk, Alaina McWhorter, Jason Moore 
 
From Fran:  
Notes about changes to public hearings: 
 
October 12th public hearing about updating rules and regulations will be hosted separately from PRAB meeting, from 
5-6 pm.  We are invited to attend as a member of the public. It will be from 5-6.   
PRAB will move to 6 pm on October 12th to accommodate a separate public hearing. There will be no community 
chat.   
 
Presentation notes:  
Department wants to clarify rules and regulations for a variety of reasons- help to bring them up to date and make 
more clear for users and the department. Safe, active and healthy are the goals.   
 
Forestry-  

PRAB Meeting Norms 
Be respectful and presume positive intentions. 

Seek first to understand and then to be understood. 
Stay focused on topics at hand. 

Allow space for all to have a voice. 
Listen without judgement. 

Live our values of equity and inclusion. 
 



• These regulations have been in place since 1971, this is a complete replacement, use more current 
knowledge to plant and care for trees.  

• Working to contribute to other initiatives across the city. Development pressure has changed tree 
preservation.  Want to focus on tree preservation more holistically.  

Parks-  
• Need to clarify permitting process.   
• Clarify sales/ marketing and remove redundancies.  
• Inflatables- not allowed except under a public event permitted event  

 
Note- add more clear language to inflatables- explaining how  
POFA- still falls under that policy. 
 
Boating and watercraft changes- Eliza and Josh  

• Remove barriers for people to enjoy the parks, protect park amenities as well as align rules with state and 
city. 

• Would like to open boating to hand-powered at all lakes.  Except for Summit Lake.  
• Clarify destructive activities. 
• Will be monitoring and adjust if needed.  

 
Seeking feedback over the next 2 months to get a final recommendation in November.  
 
PRAB Discussion:  

• What about when a lake is drained, do we need to add language?  
General rule about causing damage that would cover circumstances. Would close off those areas if under 
construction.  

• These updates have been needed.  Consistency across the city is important. Want the parks to be fun and 
that it is a place to go enjoy yourself. Safety and fun.  

• Ruby Hill is a unique place- built on a dump and has a separate agreement  
• What type of signage will go up on playgrounds about not allowing dogs?  Rangers have discretion and would 

educate people on how to manage this.  
• Water regulations- can anyone just put a boat in?  How might that work in busy parks?  Natural lakes?  Is this 

too much? Working with DDPHE on monitoring water quality across lakes.  
• Wash park and city park have aeration. Sloan’s has been more challenging due to its size.  Looking into dredge 

the lake with many regional partners like mile high flood district.  
 
Thanks to Alaina for leading efforts on fees and rules and regulations.  It has been a lot of work and much needed.  
 
PRAB COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Executive Committee–Nominating Committee 
Frank, Amy and Meredith will be on the nominating committee 
Nominations in October, Elections in November.  
Reach out to the committee to let them know of your interest or nomination.  
Please attend chairs meeting- make sure someone attends from each committee.  September 22nd at 5:30 
Send minutes from committees to Laura- need to be collected and accessible.  
Florence will present at chair meetings for the planning committee. (for Pam)  
 



Sustainability & Resiliency- (Jack) short meeting, decided on a bird watching date (10/15), discussed water quality in 
parks and extending into creeks and rivers.  Looked into the total maximum daily loads for water input.  Summit lake 
quality and leading to Bear creek lake. Want to learn more about clean vehicles within parks and rec. Want to know 
about the functionality of water systems and retention areas. 
 
Planning, Design, Funding, Accessibility (Pam)- La Raza park information, the process of changing from Columbus park 
to La Raza. Presentation from Councilwoman Sandoval for a proposal that she will present for historic designation 
Talked about master plans that are in the works currently. Reviewed park rating system- 3-2-1.  Pools are re-opening. 
Legacy fund update.    
 
Operations, Maintenance, Budget (Frank)- Reviewed rules and regulations, brought to PRAB.  
 
Recreation- Did not meet in August.  Updates- indoor pools are all open.  Reviewed usage numbers. Carla Madison 
shooting concern. Would like to have more concern for employees. What type of security and cameras are in place at 
rec centers?  
 
Park Hill Update (Chandi)- Steering committee meeting 9/13, working session on 8/23. Plan is available for public 
review and comment. Lots of feedback has been provided to developers and committee.  Yesforparksandhomes.com 
Will be posting all public comments on that website.  Discussed stormwater retention, integration with parks- city 
may be able to adjust current retention for more park space. Possible nature elements, but not developed.  10-19- 
planning board meeting- opportunity for public comments. Would go to city council after that (December?).   
 
City council has to lift the easement and will need to bring that to voters. 
If planning approves it, it will go to city council.  Then a measure on the ballot.  City council can recommend to send 
to voters.  Encouragement to look at full plan. 25 acres for storm retention.  70-80 acres of open space.  
 
https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-
Directory/Community-Planning-and-Development/Planning/Plans-in-Progress/Park-Hill-Golf-Course/Park-Hill-Golf-
Course-Area-Plan-Public-Review-Draft 
 
The Executive Director’s report was provided by Deputy Executive Director, Scott Gilmore. 
 

• Incident of Violence at Southwest Recreation Center – The recent shooting outside the Southwest 
Recreation Center that resulted in the death of a 14year old boy was the latest in a series of recent incidents 
of violence around recreation centers in different parts of the city.  DPR participated in a community meeting 
following the Southwest incident and informed the community about the department’s ongoing efforts to 
improve safety measures in and around recreation centers including increasing targeted patrols by DPR 
rangers, continued collaboration with Denver Police Department and continuing to install surveillance 
cameras at recreation centers based on highest need.  DPR requested a significant budget expansion in the 
2023 budget to accelerate the installation of these security cameras, but it is important to keep in mind that 
that request was based on an existing list of priorities, which will be continuously updated to reflect new 
data.   
 

https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Community-Planning-and-Development/Planning/Plans-in-Progress/Park-Hill-Golf-Course/Park-Hill-Golf-Course-Area-Plan-Public-Review-Draft
https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Community-Planning-and-Development/Planning/Plans-in-Progress/Park-Hill-Golf-Course/Park-Hill-Golf-Course-Area-Plan-Public-Review-Draft
https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Community-Planning-and-Development/Planning/Plans-in-Progress/Park-Hill-Golf-Course/Park-Hill-Golf-Course-Area-Plan-Public-Review-Draft


• Budget Update – The Mayor’s final budget was submitted this week to City Council and included a number of 
DPR’s proposed expansions.  The attached slides summarize those expansions.  A copy of the full proposed 
budget for DPR in the budget book will be provided to PRAB. 

 
October 12- public hearing on rules and regulations changes.  
PRAB can attend and observe.  
Avoid a quorum- no more than 10.   
Department will provide PRAB with a synopsis of the public meeting.  
 
Violence in rec centers- Southwest rec center murder.  Likely a targeted attack.   
What are youth violence prevention programs?  What support is available for staff?   
 
General fund expansion. Legacy fund, FTEs approved.   
https://denvergov.org/files/assets/public/finance/documents/budget/2023/final_mayors-proposed-2023-budget.pdf 
 
OTHER ITEMS 
 
ADJOURNMENT Meeting was adjourned at 7:42 
 

 

https://denvergov.org/files/assets/public/finance/documents/budget/2023/final_mayors-proposed-2023-budget.pdf

