Oct 11th, 2023, PRAB Open Comment
by Bryan Wilson

Park Restrooms

The restroom situation in our parks is a growing problem, particularly with vandalization from
stealing of copper pipes to even burning of porta-potties. Restroom & water access are critical
needs for everyone in Denver. Vandalization & then running out of funds is unacceptable.

The new Denver City Council Members of Shontel Lewis & Sarah Parady had posted to Twitter
that they were shepherding their budget proposal to fund toilet and water access in all of
Denver. This was after what | consider to be a pretty terrible report from Housekeys Action
Network about access to restrooms & water. Could the PRAB consider requesting separate
funding to repair/replace restrooms that have been vandalized? If not through Denver City
Council, then why not the Mayor’s office?

Perhaps some of the more well-off neighborhoods, like mine in Congress Park, could be
permitted to add our own restrooms? This will then allow restrooms to be placed elsewhere
where the needs are perhaps greater by DPR or other groups like Housekeys Action Network.

(Couldn’t see notes & ran out of time...)

Pedestrian & Bicycle Access to Parks

Perhaps it is just my own perception, but | feel that some parks are intentionally designed &
being designed to hinder access by pedestrians & bicycles. Access from the North side of
Cheesman Park is abysmal for anyone in a wheel-chair. Now, Congress Park is getting loads of
improvements that don’t seem to be doing much to improve accessibility for pedestrians except
at 8th & Josephine. When | brought this to the attention of Scott Gilmore, instead of my
concerns being heard they were essentially disregarded. He even went so far as to put in writing
that bike thru-access is the responsibility of DOTI & Denver Water. This isn’t an isolated
occurrence. When | asked to revisit the Car-Free set—up in City Park to improve pedestrian &
bike access, | was met by the same hostility.

Why do we not want people biking or walking to our parks?

Parkway accessibility

A number of our Denver Parkways have poor sidewalk connections or no sidewalk connections
at all. | would like to suggest prioritizing planning for that access & then installing that access. |


https://x.com/sarahparady/status/1707413279742554189?s=20
https://housekeysactionnetwork.com/our-work/access-to-water-and-toilet-facilities/
https://housekeysactionnetwork.com/our-work/access-to-water-and-toilet-facilities/

submitted 311 complaints for right-of-way obstructions, but was informed that it was up to
Denver Parks & Rec who manages the parkways. Is this true for the space in front of private
property?

If so, | request we first remind property owners to keep a pedestrian access route unobstructed.
Then, residents can submit reports to DPR where that access is obstructed by vegetation, or
maybe by other things like fencing or retaining walls. This is important for the future installation
of sidewalks.

Additionally, many locations along our parkways have no paved connection from one side to the
other that is cleared of snow & ice in the winter. This forces people to attempt to use the street &
get stuck OR be forced to sometimes go blocks out of their way. For instance, a project was just
completed along the E17thAvePkwy at Albion. No curb cuts, no ramps, & no sidewalk installed.



