
 
Meeting Minutes 

DENVER PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 
October 12, 2022 – 5:30- 7:30 pm 

Virtual Meeting: Via Zoom Webinar 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Board Members In attendance: 
Fran Coleman, Lee Rains Thomas, Frank Rowe, Meredith Levy, Amy Razzaque, Andre McGregor, Jessica Zender, Jack 
Paterson, Chandi Aldena, Marlene De La Rosa, Brooke Badon, Kate Fritz, Florence Navarro, Deana Perlmutter, Trena 
Marsal 
 
Absent: Lynne Mason, Pam Jiner 
 
CALL TO ORDER Fran called the meeting to order at 5:34. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS  
Approve September Minutes  
Note to clarify the process of changing the name of the park (from Florence). 
 
Florence makes a motion to approve minutes as amended, Kate seconds.   
Minutes are unanimously approved. 
Meredith abstains.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Molly North- Sunnyside resident, District 1, Chafee Park, advocating for aggressive dogs near the playground.  
Concerned about off-leash dogs. Worried about the amount of dog waste.  Would like to help with solutions.  
Additional Signage, flyer distribution? More monitoring?  
 

PRAB Executive Director Report 
 

• Budget Update – We presented the DPR section of the Mayor’s 2023 Budget to City Council on September 
26th and felt that it was well-received.  The Council deliberated on the budget and recommended to the 
Mayor the following changes that affect DPR:  

1. Moves the budget pertaining to the EDI position that was requested to the Office of Social Equity and 
Innovation. 

2. Adds $500,000 to the DPR budget for the purchase of additional security cameras and surveillance 
equipment for recreation centers. 

PRAB Meeting Norms 
Be respectful and presume positive intentions. 

Seek first to understand and then to be understood. 
Stay focused on topics at hand. 

Allow space for all to have a voice. 
Listen without judgement. 

Live our values of equity and inclusion. 
 



We are disappointed by the loss of the EDI position but appreciate the additional security dollars that will 
help us to complete installations of equipment at more locations that have been prioritized because of safety 
concerns.  Copies of the DPR’s complete budget in the City’s budget book will be sent to PRAB when it has 
been finalized.  
 

• Awards and Recognition from Environmental Learning for Kids – DPR received the Partner of the Year Award 
at the annual ELK-n-Eggs event at the Museum of Nature and Science last week and PRAB member, Pam Jiner 
received the Lifetime Achievement Award at the same event.  She used her acceptance speech to push for 
additional improvements for parks in her community and throughout the city in true form as a committed 
advocate! 
 

• Update on safety and security issues at Southwest Recreation center and at other recreational facilities – In 
addition to participating in the press conference announcing the arrest of the suspected shooter in the fatal 
shooting at the Southwest Recreation Center, we are continuing to collaborate with Denver Police 
Department, Councilman Flynn and the community to identify and address security concerns here and with 
staff and communities at several other locations.  With our budget request this year, we have attempted to 
accelerate the program of upgrading security equipment at recreation centers that started several years ago.  
The additional dollars requested by the City Council will help in that regard.  John McCarty is providing tonight 
an update that he previously provided to the Recreation Committee. 

 
Katie Fisher passed away.  A moment of silence for her.  Long time part of INC. 
 
Parks and rec Budget, the city council has reviewed and suggested a few changes.   
Adding $500,000 for additional safety cameras and surveillance equipment- in and around rec facilities.  
Move equity diversity Inclusion position to the office of OSCI. – shift to city-wide office.  

Otherwise, the budget looks like it will go through the final council approval after that.  

Environmental learning for kids (ELK) award winners for partnership with parks and rec.  

Montebello open space, education center.  

*Pam Jiner received a lifetime achievement award from ELKs. Congratulations!  

 
PRESENTATIONS: 
Recreation Committee Report + Safety, Marlene DeLaRosa, John McCarty 
 
Introduction for John- this topic was referred to the PRAB through the recreation committee.   
 

• Incidents are tracked and helps determine priorities.  
• There has been an increase in crime and firearm-related incidents.   
• New cameras have been helpful in some cases.  
• Counselors are available for employees anytime trauma has occurred.  



• Adopted standard response protocols, use the same language as the schools for emergencies.  
• Added verbal de-escalation training.  
• Suggestion to posting on the DPR webpage some of the training and standard protocol. 

  
Fitness training information.  Zumba is the most popular.  
 
PRAB COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Executive Committee-  
Nominations Committee- (Amy) Have been reaching out to people to learn about interest in leadership.  
Amy nominates for Chandi for chair position, Lee as co-chair. 
Recognizes Florence and Fran as veteran leaders and appreciates the knowledge they bring, would continue to learn 
from their wisdom. 
Frank- nominates Fran for chair 
Seeking nomination in the next 2 weeks.  
Kate Fritz self nominates to run for secretary. 
 
Planning, Design, Funding, Accessibility (Florence)- inclusive play update coming soon. Went over 2022 annual report 
on the game plan, good opportunity to review and check on progress. 
 
Operations, Maintenance, Budget (Frank)- public comment form on sprinklers, the committee will check into 
irrigation issues, timing of the sprinklers.  
 
Park Hill Update- (Andre/ Chandi)- no updates 
 
Sustainability & Resiliency (Deana)- Jill Coffman and Alli Moore came to speak at meeting. Jack and Deana will share 
duties as the chair. Time of meetings may change to 3rd Friday at noon.  
Bird walk 9 am wash park, Mississippi and franklin, on the east side of the park- guided bird tour.  
Update on Broyhill trash program.  About 50% of gasoline has been changed to batteries. Lots of learning about 
watersheds and storm drainage. Would love to have the parks people periodically bring back a Broyhill update.  
Would like more info. 
 
*Need to tighten up how we take notes for committees. It’s nice to see so much going on at the committees.  
 
OTHER ITEMS/ Announcements  
Mountain parks tour- 10/22 
Westwood public meeting  
 
ADJOURNMENT  
Meeting was adjourned at 7:33. 
 

 


