
Meeting Minutes 
DENVER PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 

November 8, 2023 – 5:30- 7:30 pm 
Virtual Meeting: Via Zoom Webinar 

 
PRAB Meeting Norms 

Be respectful and presume positive intentions. 
Seek first to understand and then to be understood. 

Stay focused on topics at hand. 
Allow space for all to have a voice. 

Listen without judgement. 
Live our values of equity and inclusion. 

 
 
Board Members In attendance: 

Kate Fritz, Frances Coleman, Chandi Aldena, Lee Rains Thomas, Pam Jiner, Jill Mullen, Jevon Taylor, 
Frank Rowe, Tate Carpenter, Florence Navarro, Meredith Levy, Michael Rendon-Thofson, Jack Paterson, 
Brooke Badon, Trena Marsal, Marlene DeLaRosa 

Absent: Kate Fritz, Deana Perlmutter, Lynn Mason 

CALL TO ORDER  
Chandi calls meeting to order at 5:32 
Land acknowledgement (Marlene) 
Chandi (norms) 
 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS  
Approve October Minutes 
Motion to approve: Fran 
Second: Meredith 
Unanimously pass as written, 1 abstention  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Hollyn Hoskins 
Reference to a letter to board about Director Gilmore. Regarding comments. Met with director Clark, 
productive meeting. Seeking apology, wants to move forward together. 
 
Arslan Guney-  (Email comments due to technical difficulties) My name is Arslan Guney, I am 73 years old, 
married, parent and grandparent and I am lucky to be able to play pickleball in my age. I met almost all my 
friends thru pickleball events. I am member of several pickleball groups. I just want to let you know that 
pickleball players are very friendly and social people.  Pickleball players are not a family of gangster or 
members of gang. I am and many pickleball players are outraged by Mr. Scott Gilmore statements published 
in Westwood newspaper on October 27th.  He is comparing pickleball community with…..“The Crips and 
Bloods, those [gang] organizations.” Everyone should condemn and denounce this statement. He represents 
the city and citizens of Denver. His statements don’t align with the city ethics and values as a leader and 
public servant. I hope Mr. Scott Gilmore acknowledges his statement and apologizes to Denver pickleball 
community and citizens.   
 



Bryan Wilson- Concerned about bathroom facilities at parks throughout the city. Inadequate facilities at 
several parks- Congress, Cheseman, Linsley. Concerned about ADA accessibility at portable restrooms. 
Requests meeting with Scott. (Additional comments were emailed to PRAB) 
 
PRESENTATIONS: *Presentation attached 
Urban Forest Strategic Plan-  
Elizabeth Judd and Paul Stewart, Sara Bonacquist 
 
Presentation of draft recommendation package  
Plan has been to PRAB committee, reviewed survey results, etc. trying to turn around the plan within a year. 
 
11/20 Department meets to review recommendations 
11/29 Final steering committee mtg 
12/5- Open house south 
Publish draft for comment within a couple of weeks 
https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-
Directory/Parks-Recreation/Trees-Natural-Resources/Office-of-the-City-Forester/Urban-Forest-Strategic-Plan 
 
Q & A  
Florence- How is the external steering committee designed?  

• 15 members- partners, residents, business owners, experts 
• Focus groups across city 

 
Strategies/actions/ goals aligned with gameplan? Strategic plan  
 
Jevon- Question about strategy 3- any policies that prohibit having trees in any areas? Wondering about 
historical practices 

• Focus on areas with issues with soil issues and historically low tree canopy for various reasons.  
Jill- Anything PRAB can do to be helpful? 

• Outreach, collaboration, advocacy 
Pam- heat map, red spots lacking tree canopy- east side  

• Have we looked at equity and maps to identify high need areas, city forestry  
• New development- Pena to Peoria- lack of tree structure 
• Major corridors lacks trees, where people need to walk 

Frank- residents to government transfer of responsibility, etc. Finances? 
• Still need to do finances for Denver, emergency response, 2A legacy fund? Fee or tax for tree 

maintenance? Careful about messaging if not fully funded yet.  
Lee- rentals, maintenance is a burden for renters 

• Regulatory? How to do more enforcement and maintenance 
• Incentive package, offset watering 

Tate- DOTI partnership? Who is contact? Master documents  
• Document needs updating, wants priority overlay map  

Encouraging infrastructure and forestry, to work together 
 
Urban Park and Natural Open Spaces Design Standards*Attached presentation 
Stacie West and Owen Wells 
Went through the planning committee, will send presentation and draft plan out and requests PRAB feedback 
within a month.  
 

https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Parks-Recreation/Trees-Natural-Resources/Office-of-the-City-Forester/Urban-Forest-Strategic-Plan
https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Parks-Recreation/Trees-Natural-Resources/Office-of-the-City-Forester/Urban-Forest-Strategic-Plan


PRAB COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Operations, Maintenance, Budget 
Frank- Trena, Mike, Jevon- looking at potential new park naming on Bellaire  
Recreation & Programming- reviewed usage, increases in usage since 2022, share on social media.  
Recreation- Looking at winter activities at next meeting. 
Sustainability & Resiliency- 
S&R Committee met in October with Arthur, Vicky Vargas Madras to cover wildlife management issues 
including impacts of avian flu in Denver, and I was the only committee member able to attend.  Vicky was 
kind enough to delay the presentation until our S&R meeting next Friday at 1:00 pm and we plan to cover it 
then. 
 
Good to see the Urban Forest Canopy Plan briefing to full PRAB, Elizabeth presented it to S&R in the 
summer and glad the whole board got to see it last night. 
 
Planning, Design, Funding, Accessibility- Stacy west presented at committee 
Pickleball Advisory Committee 
Met on 10/16 DPR laid out priorities and still working on MLK courts, developing Lowry and Rosemond in 
the future.  
10/23- advisory group without DPR 
12/14- next meeting 
Reach out to Frank if you have any questions  
Executive Committee – PRAB Elections 
Survey for retreat in Jan/ Feb 
Determine if committees want to meet in December  
Propose to cancel December meeting- any objections? 
 
Nominations- Florence explains process and presents slate: 
Lee- Chair 
Pam- Vice- chair 
Kate- Secretary 
 
Motion to accept slate as is: Marlene 
Second: Meredith 
 
Unanimously approved.  
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT - Jolon Clark 
• Permitting November 1: Wednesday, November 1 was the first day Denver 

Parks and Recreation began accepting permit applications for 2024 public 
events, special occasions, public assembly, and event facilities. Information, 
specific details on the process are available at www.denvergov.org/permits. 

• Recreation November Discount: Recreation’s annual membership discount 
promotion will take place this month, from Nov. 1-30. All individual annual 
memberships will be discounted by approximately 45 percent. 

• Recreation Winter Activity Guide: Registration for recreation’s winter 
activities opened today, Wednesday, November 8 at noon. 

• DPR hosted a successful All-Staff meeting on October 31: Saw over 700 
employees across all divisions to update them on our various department 



initiatives, division updates, employee engagement efforts, and our annual 
Halloween costume contest. 

• Staffing challenges: We are currently still down in staffing and are awaiting 
requests to resume hiring, can keep PRAB updated on impacts as we get 
there. These position gaps could lead to service reductions. 

• 2024 Budget: an amendment was approved by City Council this week and we 
are working with the Budget Office to understand the impacts to DPR. 

• Naming process with HRCP update – sent out mid-October via email - 
• The initiative to consider name changes for Denver Parks is on hold by the 

Denver Agency for Human Rights &amp; Community Partnerships and 
Denver Parks &amp; Recreation to reevaluate resources and allow for a fair 
and equitable community engagement process. 

• Initial community feedback regarding DeBoer Park indicated a desire to 
retain the current name, therefore no additional steps will be pursued 
regarding this park’s named at this time. 

• Background: In 2020, the Denver Agency for Human Rights and Community 
Partnerships 

• (HRCP) was commissioned by the Mayor to lead a collaborative effort to 
review all City and County of Denver owned and insured properties and 
provide recommendations as to which asset should be considered for 
renaming to advance equity and values of inclusion and reconciliation in 
Denver neighborhoods. A Renaming Committee, representing the 
community, multiple city agencies, city council and nonprofit organization 
partners, 

• identified six city parks with historically complex naming histories to be 
considered for renaming. Please visit www.denvergov.org/renamingparks for 
more information and updates. 

 
 
OTHER ITEMS 
Board Announcements  
Retreat for the board- make sure to take poll. 3 date options in January or February. 
Check email for details.  
No PRAB meeting in December. No committee meetings. Check email for updates.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
7:35 adjournment 
 

 
 



 

 


