
 
Meeting Minutes 

DENVER PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 
November 9, 2022 – 5:30- 7:30 pm 
Virtual Meeting: Via Zoom Webinar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Board Members In attendance: 
Fran Coleman, Lee Rains Thomas, Frank 
Rowe, Meredith Levy, Lynne Mason, 
Amy Razzaque, Andre McGregor, Jessica 
Zender, Pam Jiner, Jack Paterson, 
Chandi Aldena, Marlene De La Rosa, 
Brooke Badon, Kate Fritz, Florence 

Navarro, Deana Perlmutter (joined late), Trena Marsal 
 
Absent: 
 
CALL TO ORDER  
Fran called the meeting to order at 5:35. 
Land Acknowledgement, Fran wants to bring this to action by walking our talk when we acknowledge 
and honor the indigenous peoples. 
Native American events are happening across the city this month- check with Amy 
 
We would like to start today’s meeting by reading a Land Acknowledgement. Thank you to City Council 
and the Denver American Indian Commission for creating this acknowledgement and allowing DPR to 
use it.    

• Denver Parks & Recreation honors and acknowledges that the land on which we reside is the 
traditional territory of the Ute, Cheyenne, and Arapaho Peoples. We also recognize the 48 
contemporary tribal nations that are historically tied to the lands that make up the state of 
Colorado.    

 
•  We honor Elders past, present, and future, and those who have stewarded this land throughout 

generations.    
 

• We also recognize that government, academic and cultural institutions were founded upon and 
continue to enact exclusions and erasures of Indigenous Peoples.    

 
•  May this acknowledgment demonstrate a commitment to working to dismantle ongoing 

legacies of oppression and inequities and recognize the current and future contributions of 
Indigenous communities in Denver.    

PRAB Meeting Norms 
Be respectful and presume positive intentions. 

Seek first to understand and then to be understood. 
Stay focused on topics at hand. 

Allow space for all to have a voice. 
Listen without judgement. 

Live our values of equity and inclusion. 
 



 
Let us continue to be good stewards of the land and honor our past - both today and into the 
future.    
 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS  
Approve October Minutes  
 
Jack makes a motion to approve minutes as written, Pam seconds.   
Minutes are unanimously approved. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Rich Etzkorn, Lives across the street from Sunken Gardens Park- concerned about dog walking and not 
having dogs on leash.  Would like more enforcement.  Dog waste all over the park. Would like to see 
more enforcement.  
 
Andre- suggested that Rich call 311 in order to be able to track issues.   
Scott- stated that the headquarters of the rangers are there and will do more enforcement.  
 
PRESENTATIONS: 
Vote: Rules & Regulations revisions 
Reviewed process of public comment, presentation for PRAB last month.  
Lee makes motion to recommend revisions to rules and regulations to director.  Frank seconds motion. 
Recommendation passes unanimously.  
 
PRAB COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Nominations Committee 
Planning, Design, Funding, Accessibility- Florence wants to look into the value and the purpose of the 
committees.   
Operations, Maintenance, Budget- Frank would like us to think about budget recommendations for next 
year 
Park Hill Update- Chandi reported there will be no further meetings of the group.  Recommended to go 
through to city council. More than 150 people signed up for public comment. Marlene stated that Ken, 
the developer, would like to meet with further groups. 
Sustainability & Resiliency- Jack reported the committee met with DOTI reps about flood mitigation 
within Denver parks properties.  Platte to Park Hill system- functioned as intended. 39th Ave channel, 
Globeville Landing park, prevented a lot of debris from getting into the Platte. More drainage projects 
around Fairmount. Working on a Scorecard on S&R issues. Carbon free use, solar, clean vehicles, energy 
performance standards. Will be working with Cincere. Will share with PRAB as new info is received.  
New members- Jessica and Brooke- send invites 
Recreation- Marlene reported November sale of 45% off memberships at all rec centers, possibly just 
meeting every other month and then more during busy times.  Will be reviewing the plan for community 
engagement as well as how we can help with ski and ride program.  Can register for ski and ride online.  
 
*Contact Laura and Arthur for further information/ calendar for any committee. 
 
 
Nominations Committee 
Frank presented the candidates for the leadership, chair, vice chair and secretary.  



Candidates for chair were Fran Coleman and Chandi Aldena, vice chair and secretary were unopposed. 
Election results were: Chandi Aldena as chair, Lee Rains Thomas as vice chair and Kate Fritz secretary.  
 
 

PRAB Executive Director’s Report 
November 9, 2022 

 
• Renaming process update and Naming Policy – We continue to work with Councilmembers 

Ortega and Kniech and the Office of Human Rights and Community Partnerships on the 
community engagement process for the potential renaming of seven parks identified by the 
Mayor’s Renaming Commission and informing the community about the Commission’s 
report.  As we informed the PRAB at the last update a few months ago, for any other parks, the 
naming process is on hold until these renamed parks are completed except for those proposals 
that were already in the pipeline or newly developed parks if the naming of the park is included 
in the planning and design of those parks.  

 
Since that last update, HRCP has now completed the videos associated with each of the seven 
parks summarizing the issues identified by the historical research on the current names. These 
videos kick off the process in each of the affected communities. In addition, the scope of work 
has been created and funding has been identified to hire a consultant to lead the process.  The 
RPQ or RFP will likely be sent out by the end of the year. It has been proposed to start with La 
Alma – Lincoln Park to incorporate it into the current master plan that is underway.  We will also 
try to get started before July in any of the council districts where the Council member is leaving 
office.  

 
• Cooperative Agreements – Botanic Gardens, Zoo, RINO Art District – Updates are underway to 

amend these existing agreements. Except for the changes in term extensions (25 years), there 
aren’t substantive changes to either the Botanic Gardens or the Zoo agreement.  Both of these 
institutions have been to PRAB and to the City Council and were approved recently with fee 
increases and some modification to the future process that enables both to implement cost 
adjustments without a formal ordinance process each time. Other changes to these agreements 
are to incorporate new City requirements in contracting and bond compliance.   

 
The timelines for these agreements are tight The Zoo agreement will be presented to PRAB 
subcommittee next Wednesday, November 16th and to the City Council within the next few 
weeks, with Botanic Gardens following shortly afterwards, hopefully before the end of the 
year.  Because of Council’s hectic schedule, there may be some overlap between the two, but 
PRAB’s review will be completed before final Council action. The Cooperative Agreement with 
the RINO Art District relating to Arkins Parks will add the Interstate Building to the two other 
buildings being managed by the Arts District.  They have raised the funds under our prior 
agreement and are currently renovating the building. We will bringing a detailed summary of 
the changes and the final drafted language to the PRAB very soon for review.  

 
OTHER ITEMS 

• Spring Retreat (in person, committee evaluation, poll on dates) + Bylaws Revision special 
committee  

• No December meeting for PRAB or committees.  Reconvene in January.  Happy Thanksgiving! 


