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Introduction
Denver Parks and Recreation (DPR) engaged a 
consultant team, led by The Architerra Group, to 
conduct a feasibility study for a new public alternative 
sports hub in the southeast area of Denver.  The 
purpose of this study is to evaluate potential 
locations, recommend a preferred site, and present 
a preliminary conceptual design that meets DPR’s 
recreational goals.

The consultant team conducted a comprehensive 
analysis of two candidate sites within the Kennedy 

Sports Complex.  Each was assessed based on 
property size, surrounding land uses, topography, 
drainage, existing features, access and circulation 
requirements, and compatibility with adjacent uses.  
These criteria were used to compare site viability and 
identify the most suitable location for the proposed 
uses.

The study concludes with a conceptual site plan 
illustrating how the preferred site can accommodate a 
variety of recreational uses while addressing design, 
access, and community needs.

KENNEDY 
SOCCER 
COMPLEX

John F. Kennedy Golf CourseJohn F. Kennedy Golf Course
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Project Background
This feasibility study stems from a series of planning 
initiatives and sustained advocacy by community 
�P�H�P�E�H�U�V�����'�3�5���V�W�D�‡�����D�Q�G���H�O�H�F�W�H�G���R�ˆ�F�L�D�O�V��

I Want a Skatepark!
The idea of a skatepark started with a grassroots 
advocacy from local middle and high school students 
in Councilwoman Kendra Black’s District (District 
4).  Recognizing a lack of skateboarding facilities 
in southeast Denver, the students approached 
Councilwoman Black to request a new skatepark in 
their part of the city.

In response, Councilwoman Black convened a 
working group that included students, skaters, 
community advocates, and stakeholders from 
Denver Public Schools, Denver Park Trust, 
Cornerstone Skateboard Foundation, Denver Parks 
�D�Q�G���5�H�F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���K�H�U���R�Z�Q���V�W�D�‡�������7�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�����W�K�H�\��
�H�[�S�O�R�U�H�G���R�S�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G���W�K�H���.�H�Q�Q�H�G�\���6�S�R�U�W�V��
Complex as a promising location for further study.

�7�K�H�L�U���H�‡�R�U�W�V���F�X�O�P�L�Q�D�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���D���S�U�R�M�H�F�W��
notebook titled I Want a Skatepark, presented to 
City leaders in December 2022.  This community-
generated document helped catalyze formal 
�H�Y�D�O�X�D�W�L�R�Q���H�‡�R�U�W�V�����.�H�\���H�[�F�H�U�S�W�V���I�U�R�P���,���:�D�Q�W���D��
Skatepark are included in the Appendix.

The current District 4 City Council member, Diana 
Romero Campbell has endorsed this site for a new 
skatepark. 

Cover page from Councilwoman Black’s notebook

Cover page Westword, March 17-23, 2022
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Outdoor Adventure and Alternative Sports 
Strategic Plan
Around the same time frame, DPR recognized the 
growing importance of nontraditional recreation and 
commissioned the Outdoor Adventure and Alternative 
Sports Strategic Plan (OAAS Strategic Plan), 
completed in January 2023.

The OAAS Strategic Plan���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�V���D���U�D�Q�J�H���R�I��
“Signature Projects”—transformative initiatives 
intended to expand equitable access to outdoor 
and alternative sports citywide.  Among them is a 
proposed Skate Hub.

“What: A skate activity hub will provide access to 
skateboarding, roller skating, and other wheeled 
�D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���G�H�S�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�Q���V�L�W�H���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���D�W�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�V�����7�K�L�V��
will function as a regional-level facility, drawing 
interest from both Denver skating fanatics and 
people from surrounding communities alike. The 
hub will support progressive levels of programming 
and infrastructure.

Why: According to the Sports & Fitness Industry 
Association’s 2021 State of the Industry Report, 
skateboarding is the fastest-growing sport in 
the US, increasing 34.2 percent in popularity 
year-over-year. This facility will complement the 
existing downtown Denver regional skatepark and 
support the growing popularity for skateboarding. 
Throughout the engagement process, southeast 
Denver emerged as one of the areas of Denver 
with the strongest public support for a skate hub.” 
(OAAS Strategic Plan, pg. 77)

The 5-Year Action Plan in the OAAS Strategic 
Plan���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G���D�Q���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���¿�U�V�W���D�F�W�L�R�Q���V�W�H�S���W�R�Z�D�U�G��
implementation:  

“A 1.3 - Complete site selection, planning, design, 
and begin construction of the skate hub in the 
southeast.” 
(OAAS Strategic Plan, pg. 82)

�7�K�L�V���I�H�D�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���V�W�X�G�\���G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���D�G�G�U�H�V�V�H�V���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W��
portion of the Action Plan by completing the site 
selection and providing initial planning-level studies 
that will serve as the foundation for future design.  A 
link to the full OAAS Strategic Plan is included in the 
Appendix.

Graphic from, OAAS Strategic Plan, showing proximity to activity 
hubs, February 2023

KENNEDY 
SOCCER 
COMPLEX
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Project Program
DPR developed a preliminary program for an 
alternative sports hub at Kennedy Sports Complex, 
�L�Q�I�R�U�P�H�G���E�\���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V���S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���H�‡�R�U�W�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H��
department’s experience with adventure and 
alternatives sports across the city.  

This program was included in the Request for 
Proposals (RFP) used to select the consultant team 
responsible for this feasibility study.  The preliminary 
program included:

1.5 +/- Acre skatepark
The skatepark is envisioned as a multi-
generational facility that accommodates a 
wide range of ages and abilities.  The design 
will provide features and routes that appeal to 
beginning and experienced skaters alike – creating 
opportunities for learning and progression, while 
�D�O�V�R���R�‡�H�U�L�Q�J���D���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H���L�I���G�H�V�L�U�H�G�������7�K�L�V���L�V��
intended to be a lighted facility to allow use after 
sunset until park closing hours.

DPR gear library 
The gear library will loan equipment for use at 
the park and other outdoor experiences such 
as hiking, biking, and camping.  This library 
will support equitable access to outdoor gear 
and reduce barriers to participation in outdoor 
recreation.  

Example skate features at Denver Skatepark
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Adventure play features 
�%�H�\�R�Q�G���W�K�H���V�N�D�W�H�S�D�U�N�����W�K�L�V���S�D�U�N���Z�L�O�O���R�‡�H�U���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
adventure play features such as: 
•	 Wavy walk (4,000 +/- sf)
•	 Bicycle pump track (6,000 +/- sf)
•	 	Parkour area
•	 	�%�H�J�L�Q�Q�H�U���E�L�N�H���V�N�L�O�O�V���F�R�X�U�V�H���W�U�D�ˆ�F���J�D�U�G�H�Q��

(10,000 +/- sf)
•	 	Longboard course

Amenity areas
As with all successful park spaces, amenity areas 
that enhance user experience  and comfort will 
be included.  The proposed park will provide a 
restroom, benches, picnic tables, potable water, 
trash receptacles and bike racks among other 
amenities.

Shade structures
Providing relief from sun exposure is important 
in Colorado’s climate.  This park will incorporate 
shade over some of the program areas to further 
support health, safety, and comfort for visitors.

Example shade and amenity area at Denver Skatepark
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Site Inventory and Analysis
In November 2024, the consultant team led a 
comprehensive inventory and analysis of the 
Kennedy Sports Complex to identify locations within 
the park that are ideal to support adventure sports 
facilities.  

Initial Site Visit
The design team and representatives from the City 
and County of Denver visited the site. Key conditions 
were observed and discussed:

Site Context
Kennedy Sports Complex is a triangular shaped 
parcel in southeast Denver, bounded by a large 
multifamily housing complex to the west, Kennedy 
Golf Course to the east, and I-225 running along 
the southern edge.  The northern tip of the parcel 
points to the north.  A pedestrian overpass spans 
I-225, linking the site to Village Greens North 
�3�D�U�N���L�Q���*�U�H�H�Q�Z�R�R�G���9�L�O�O�D�J�H�����Z�K�L�F�K���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\���R�‡�H�U�V��
complimentary alternative sports facilities such 
as a mountain bike skills course, bouldering area, 
slackline course, and disc golf course.  A bicycle 
pump track is planned for construction at that park in 
the near future, suggesting opportunities for synergy 
between the two parks.

Access and Circulation
Vehicular site access
The closest major street intersection is Hampden 
Ave. and Dayton St.  This signalized intersection 
allows easy access from all directions.  The driveway 
into the park is accessed from Dayton.  

Pedestrian and cyclist access
While the intersection at Hampden and Dayton 
includes marked crosswalks and pedestrian signals, 
the crossing environment is challenging.  Hampden is 
six lanes wide, with an additional eastbound right-turn 
�O�D�Q�H���R�Q�W�R���'�D�\�W�R�Q�������'�3�5���V�W�D�‡���K�D�Y�H���Q�R�W�H�G���W�K�H���Q�H�H�G��
to coordinate with the Department of Transportation 
and Infrastructure (DOTI) to explore safer crossing 
solutions.

A sidewalk exists on the west side of Dayton, but 
none exists on the east – the same side as the park 
entrance.  Pedestrians and cyclists must cross mid-
block and enter via the vehicular driveway, creating 
potential safety concerns.

There are two other potential pedestrian connections 
– one from the Regional Transportation District 
(RTD) Dayton light rail station and another from 
the Cherry Creek Trail via the pedestrian overpass 
of I-225.  Both connections would require crossing 
land owned by Hampden Town Center Owners 
Association, located in Arapahoe County and the City 
of Greenwood Village.  

Cherry Creek Trail near Kennedy Golf Course
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Existing uses
Currently, the Kennedy Sports Complex contains four 
�U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���V�L�]�H�G�����Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���W�X�U�I���V�R�F�F�H�U���¿�H�O�G�V�����D���U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O��
dog park, and two separate parking lots to support 
each use.  Paths connect parking lots to the uses but 
not between the uses themselves.  

DPR has stated a strong preference to preserve the 
�V�R�F�F�H�U���¿�H�O�G�V���D�Q�G���G�R�J���S�D�U�N���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V������
�7�K�H���V�R�F�F�H�U���¿�H�O�G�V���D�U�H���I�X�O�O�\���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H�G���D�Q�G���S�H�U�P�L�W�W�H�G��
for league play.  While a minor reduction in the dog 
park’s footprint may be acceptable, DPR will not 
support a reduction in the number or size of soccer 
�¿�H�O�G�V��

Proposed restroom facility
DPR is currently planning for a new plumbed 
restroom facility at the site, with installation 
anticipated by the end of 2025.  The proposed 
location is at the northwest corner of the soccer 
parking lot.  Utility and site plans will be provided 
to the design team to ensure coordination across 
projects.

Prairie dog colony
The undeveloped portion of the property is open 
with minimal vegetative cover and hosts a prairie 
grasslands ecosystem.  A colony of black-tailed 
prairie dogs is concentrated in the southwest, south, 
and southeast portions of the site and currently 
encroaches on adjacent use areas.  A reinforced 
barrier may be required to manage population spread 
from the prairie dog preserve and to protect adjacent 
uses.  If future pedestrian access is pursued at 
the southwest corner, design solutions will need to 
maintain ecological separation and preserve habitat 
integrity.

�7�K�H���G�H�V�L�J�Q���W�H�D�P���Z�L�O�O���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U���D���E�X�‡�H�U���W�K�D�W���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V��
native grasses and park paths between the prairie 
dog colony and soccer/other uses.

�(�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J���V�R�F�F�H�U���¿�H�O�G�V���D�W���.�H�Q�Q�H�G�\���6�S�R�U�W�V���&�R�P�S�O�H�[

Prairie dog preserve at Kennedy Sports Complex
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Historic concrete spillway
A historic concrete spillway is located at the 
southwest edge of the property.  The spillway was 
built by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers as a part 
of the Kenwood Reservoir.  During early planning led 
�E�\���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�Z�R�P�D�Q���%�O�D�F�N�����W�K�H���V�S�L�O�O�Z�D�\���Z�D�V���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G��
as a potential design opportunity.  The design team 
supports its adaptive reuse as a unique feature in the 
future skatepark, but noted potential concerns with 
visibility, security, and adjacency to the golf course, 
�U�H�T�X�L�U�L�Q�J���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���F�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���J�R�O�I���F�R�X�U�V�H���V�W�D�‡��

Site drainage
�7�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�V���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�O�\���À�D�W�����Z�K�L�F�K���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�V���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V��
for designing and managing positive drainage and 
water quality requirements, particularly with skatepark 
elements that can be several feet deep.  Surface 
�U�X�Q�R�‡���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U�K�R�R�G���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�V���W�R��
�U�H�F�X�U�U�L�Q�J���À�R�R�G�L�Q�J���D�O�R�Q�J���W�K�H���Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q���H�G�J�H���R�I���W�K�H���S�D�U�N������
These conditions will need to be addressed in any 
proposed development. 

Parking
Parking demand is already high.  The existing lot for 
�W�K�H���V�R�F�F�H�U���¿�H�O�G�V���R�S�H�U�D�W�H�V���D�W���R�U���Q�H�D�U���F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\���G�X�U�L�Q�J��
scheduled games.  Given the anticipated regional 
draw of the skatepark, additional parking needs must 
be evaluated and incorporated into site planning.

Historic concrete spillway at Kennedy Sports Complex

Aerial view of Kennedy Sports Complex
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Opportunities and Constraints
Using information from the inventory and analysis 
phase, the design team created an Opportunities and 
�&�R�Q�V�W�U�D�L�Q�W�V���3�O�D�Q�����V�H�H���$�S�S�H�Q�G�L�[���������7�K�L�V���S�O�D�Q���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�V��
two potential locations for alternative sports hub 
features within Kennedy Sports Park.

•	 Option 1 is north and west of the existing soccer 
�¿�H�O�G�V������

•	 �2�S�W�L�R�Q�������L�V���H�D�V�W���R�I���W�K�H���H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J���V�R�F�F�H�U���¿�H�O�G�V���D�Q�G��
includes the existing spillway. 

In addition to locating an adventure facility, this plan 
�L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�V���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���W�R���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H���S�H�G�H�V�W�U�L�D�Q���D�F�F�H�V�V��
from E. Hampden Ave along S. Dayton St. and from 
the Dayton Light Rail Station to the south, as noted in 
the site inventory.

Site Drainage Analysis
A drainage analysis was conducted by RESPEC, a 
�F�L�Y�L�O���H�Q�J�L�Q�H�H�U�L�Q�J���¿�U�P�����D�Q�G���D���U�H�S�R�U�W���Z�D�V���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�H�G������
This report includes a study of the existing site as 
well as a study of each of the two concept plans 
(discussed later in this document).  The full report is 
included in the Appendix.  

Structural Evaluation Study
Given the appeal of the historic spillway and the 
potential to incorporate it into future park plans, 
the design team elected to engage a structural 
engineer to analyze it.  San Engineering performed 
a site inspection, condition assessment and general 
structural evaluation of the existing wall structures 
at the abandoned spillway in April 2025. “Overall, 
the walls were found to be in good condition and 
determined to be structurally adequate for use in the 
proposed skatepark development.” A copy of San’s 
report is included in the Appendix.

Historic concrete spillway (Option 2)

�$�H�U�L�D�O���V�K�R�Z�L�Q�J���D�U�H�D���W�R���Q�R�U�W�K���D�Q�G���Z�H�V�W���R�I���V�R�F�F�H�U���¿�H�O�G�V�����2�S�W�L�R�Q������
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Concept Diagrams
Based on the site inventory, analysis, and the 
Opportunities and Constraints Plan, the design 
team prepared two alternative concept diagrams.  
�(�D�F�K���H�[�S�O�R�U�H�V���G�L�‡�H�U�H�Q�W���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���D�G�Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H��
park features, addresses circulation and parking 
strategies, and considers the impacts within the 
Kennedy Sports Complex and the adjacent land 
uses. 

Concept Diagram A
In Concept Diagram A, the skatepark and parkour 
area (1.3 Acres) is located north of the existing 
�V�R�F�F�H�U���¿�H�O�G�V�����Z�L�W�K���D���Q�H�Z���S�D�U�N�L�Q�J���O�R�W���L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H�O�\��
adjacent.  A central entry plaza and gear library 
establishes a threshold between the adventure uses 
and new parking lot.  

Proposed bike uses – a pump track, wavy walk, and 
beginner skills garden – are sited west of the existing 
�V�R�F�F�H�U���¿�H�O�G�V�����$�P�H�Q�L�W�\���]�R�Q�H�V���Z�L�W�K���V�K�D�G�H�����V�H�D�W�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G��
drinking fountains are located near high use areas.  
A longboard course, which also functions as a park 
path, connects skate and bike features with existing 
park features.

Estimated construction cost: $16.2 million. 

See Appendix for Concept Diagram A and 
corresponding cost spreadsheet.

Pros Cons

Adventure uses are close together, which is 
convenient for users.

�3�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���I�R�U���F�R�Q�À�L�F�W�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���D�G�Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H���S�D�U�N��
users and other park users.

Gear library is centrally located and accessible. �3�D�U�N�L�Q�J���O�R�W���V�L�]�H�����a���������V�S�D�F�H�V�����P�D�\���E�H���L�Q�V�X�ˆ�F�L�H�Q�W��
during peak times.  

�&�R�P�S�D�F�W���O�D�\�R�X�W���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V���H�ˆ�F�L�H�Q�W���X�V�H���R�I���V�S�D�F�H��
leading to reduced construction costs.

�6�N�D�W�H�S�D�U�N���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���À�D�W���D�Q�G���O�L�N�H�O�\���F�O�R�V�H���W�R���W�K�H���V�D�P�H��
elevation of the nearby detention facility. Creating 
�V�N�D�W�L�Q�J���H�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V���Z�L�O�O���U�H�T�X�L�U�H���H�[�W�H�Q�V�L�Y�H���¿�O�O���D�Q�G���O�H�D�G���W�R��
higher earthwork costs.

No impact to prairie dog preserve. Bike features are located near the edge of the park 
adjacent to the existing residential area.

Proposed restroom is within close distance to serve 
the adventure uses.

There is no direct connection from parking areas to 
bike facilities. Users of these facilities may cut across 
�V�R�F�F�H�U���¿�H�O�G�V��

Potential lighting impacts to neighborhood given the 
proximity to some of the elements
�7�K�H�U�H���P�D�\���E�H���F�R�Q�À�L�F�W�V���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���E�L�N�L�Q�J���X�V�H�V��
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Concept B Diagram
Concept B places the skatepark and parkour area 
(1.3 Acres plus room to expand) at the spillway site 
along the site’s southern edge, adjacent to a new 
parking lot.  A second parking lot is proposed north 
�R�I���W�K�H���H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J���V�R�F�F�H�U���¿�H�O�G�V���S�D�U�N�L�Q�J���O�R�W���������3�U�R�S�R�V�H�G��
bike uses – a pump track, wavy walk, and beginner 
skills garden – are sited north of the existing soccer 
�¿�H�O�G�V�������$�Q���H�Q�W�U�\���S�O�D�]�D���D�Q�G���J�H�D�U���O�L�E�U�D�U�\���D�U�H���I�R�X�Q�G���L�Q��
the threshold between the northern proposed parking 
lot and the bike use area.

Amenity zones with shade, seating, and drinking 
fountains are sited near both the skating and bike 
uses.  A long board course doubles as a park 
path and connects all uses.  This route provides 
opportunities to access multiple park amenities 
�Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���F�X�W�W�L�Q�J���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J���¿�H�O�G�V���R�U���S�D�U�N��
features.  

Estimated construction cost: Approximately $17.7 
million.

See Appendix for Concept Diagram B and corresponding 
cost spreadsheet.

Pros Cons

Provides a greater separation between adventure 
uses and residential ares.

Skatepark is located near one of the golf greens.

Provides expanded parking capacity (approx. 280 
spaces total).

Gear library location is less accessible for skatepark 
users.

Parking is more convenient and isadjacent to the 
various uses.

Impacts part of existing prairie dog preserve at the 
south and southeast portion of the site.

�$�G�D�S�W�L�Y�H���U�H�X�V�H���R�I���V�S�L�O�O�Z�D�\���R�‡�H�U�V���L�F�R�Q�L�F���G�H�V�L�J�Q��
potential.

Requires selective demolition of spillway—higher 
initial cost.

Visibility and safety enhanced through selective 
�V�S�L�O�O�Z�D�\���P�R�G�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q��

Skatepark is farther from proposed restroom facility.

Longboard course/ park path connects all park uses. Some improvements are shown on golf course 
property. Will require detailed coordination.

Good views to the mountains from the skatepark site.

Reduced earthwork at skatepark due to existing 
topography.
Skatepark site is large enough for a separate parkour 
area.
No lighting impacts to neighborhood.



Southeast Denver Alternative Sports Hub

Denver Parks and Recreation | The Architerra Group | September 2025 14

PARK BO
UNDARY

FEBRUARY 25TH 2025

0' 40' 80' 160'NORTH

CONCEPT DIAGRAM B 
SE DENVER ALTERNATIVE SPORTS HUB, 
KENNEDY PARK

KENNEDY GOLF COURSE

S.
 D

A
YT

O
N

 S
T.

PROPOSED 
RESTROOM 

FACILITY

EXISTING
DETENTION 

POND

EXISTING SOCCER 
FIELDS TO REMAIN

EXISTING PARKING

I-225

EXISTING
PRAIRIE DOG 

PRESERVE

MANSFIELD AVE.

S
. E

M
P

O
R

IA
 W

A
Y

 

SKATEPARK/ PARKOUR

1.3 ACRES

PARKING

ENTRY

PARKING

ENTRY

G

POTENTIAL FUTURE
EXPANSION AREA

1.4 ACRES

PUMP TRACK
14,200 SF

BEGINNER BIKE SKILLS GARDEN
11,900 SF

AMENITY ZONE (TYP.)

LONGBOARD COURSE
3,900 LF

WAVY WALK 
10,200 SF

EXPANSION AREA

1.25 ACRES
0.5 ACRES

1.7 ACRES

PARK BO
UNDARY

FEBRUARY 25TH 2025

0' 40' 80' 160'NORTH

CONCEPT DIAGRAM B 
SE DENVER ALTERNATIVE SPORTS HUB, 
KENNEDY PARK

KENNEDY GOLF COURSE

S.
 D

A
YT

O
N

 S
T.

PROPOSED 
RESTROOM 

FACILITY

EXISTING
DETENTION 

POND

EXISTING SOCCER 
FIELDS TO REMAIN

EXISTING PARKING

I-225

EXISTING
PRAIRIE DOG 

PRESERVE

MANSFIELD AVE.

S
. E

M
P

O
R

IA
 W

A
Y

 

SKATEPARK/ PARKOUR

1.3 ACRES

PARKING

ENTRY

PARKING

ENTRY

G

POTENTIAL FUTURE
EXPANSION AREA

1.4 ACRES

PUMP TRACK
14,200 SF

BEGINNER BIKE SKILLS GARDEN
11,900 SF

AMENITY ZONE (TYP.)

LONGBOARD COURSE
3,900 LF

WAVY WALK 
10,200 SF

EXPANSION AREA

1.25 ACRES

0.5 ACRES

1.7 ACRES

PARK BO
UNDARY

FEBRUARY 25TH 2025

0' 40' 80' 160'NORTH

CONCEPT DIAGRAM B 
SE DENVER ALTERNATIVE SPORTS HUB, 
KENNEDY PARK

KENNEDY GOLF COURSE

S.
 D

A
YT

O
N

 S
T.

PROPOSED 
RESTROOM 

FACILITY

EXISTING
DETENTION 

POND

EXISTING SOCCER 
FIELDS TO REMAIN

EXISTING PARKING

I-225

EXISTING
PRAIRIE DOG 

PRESERVE

MANSFIELD AVE.

S
. E

M
P

O
R

IA
 W

A
Y

 

SKATEPARK/ PARKOUR

1.3 ACRES

PARKING

ENTRY

PARKING

ENTRY

G

POTENTIAL FUTURE
EXPANSION AREA

1.4 ACRES

PUMP TRACK
14,200 SF

BEGINNER BIKE SKILLS GARDEN
11,900 SF

AMENITY ZONE (TYP.)

LONGBOARD COURSE
3,900 LF

WAVY WALK 
10,200 SF

EXPANSION AREA

1.25 ACRES
0.5 ACRES

1.7 ACRES



Southeast Denver Alternative Sports Hub

Denver Parks and Recreation | The Architerra Group | September 2025 15

Final Recommendation
Based on site analysis, understanding of community 
needs, and long-term program potential, Concept 
Diagram B is the recommended plan. 

The City approved a contract amendment for the 
design team to advance Concept B through a more 
detailed conceptual design, including perspective 
illustrations to communicate how the park could 
integrate with the existing spillway.  These graphics 
are intended for conceptual understanding only.  Final 
design must be developed with direct involvement 
from the public and the skating community to ensure 
�L�W���U�H�À�H�F�W�V���X�V�H�U���S�U�L�R�U�L�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G���H�P�H�U�J�L�Q�J���W�U�H�Q�G�V���L�Q��
skatepark design.

Skatepark Hub Concept Plan

Digital representation of skate bowls

KEY 
1. WALL TO BUFFER GOLF COURSE
2. EXTEND ACCESS DRIVE
3. STREET PLAZA ZONE
4. INTERMEDIATE STREET ZONE
5. BEGINNER STREET FLOW ZONE 
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7. PLANTING AND FENCE TO    
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8. EXISTING WALL TO BE PARTIALLY 
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AS SEATING/SCULPTURE

9. FLOW BOWL/TRANSITION ZONE
10. PARKING LOT - 174 SPACES
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The design proposes selective removal of spillway 
walls to increase visibility into the skatepark with a 
�Q�H�Z���Z�D�O�O���R�Q���W�K�H���Q�R�U�W�K���V�L�G�H���D�F�W�V���D�V���D���E�X�‡�H�U���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q��
the skating uses and the existing golf course. 
�3�R�U�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H���J�U�D�ˆ�W�L���F�R�Y�H�U�H�G�����G�H�P�R�O�L�V�K�H�G���F�R�Q�F�U�H�W�H��
from the spillway would be repurposed as seat walls, 
gateways, and other design elements. 

The spillway slopes from east to west, which lends 
itself to terraced ramps and “street” skating features. 
The curved “wave” form at the downhill end is 
envisioned to be preserved as a distinctive skating 
element.  A series of bowls and a separate parkour 
�D�U�H�D���D�U�H���S�O�D�Q�Q�H�G���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H���V�S�L�O�O�Z�D�\���L�Q���D���À�D�W�W�H�U��
area. 

�$���Q�H�Z���S�D�U�N�L�Q�J���O�R�W���Z�L�W�K�����������V�S�D�F�H�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���D���G�U�R�S���R�‡��
zone and an entry plaza is designed as a gathering 
space or a waiting place for pickups. Two custom 
shelters will provide shade for skaters and spectators 
�D�Q�G���Z�K�L�O�H���I�U�D�P�L�Q�J���W�K�H���P�D�J�Q�L�¿�F�H�Q�W���Y�L�H�Z�V���W�R���W�K�H���Z�H�V�W��

The adaptive reuse of the historic spillway creates 
an opportunity for a one-of-a-kind skatepark 
with potential to become a regional and national 
destination.

Updated construction estimate:  approximately $12.2 
million. 

See Appendix for Skatepark and Parkour Area 
Concept Plan and corresponding cost spreadsheet.

Digital representation of skatepark, bowls, and parkour area at historic spillway
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Next Steps
This feasibility study, including supporting graphics 
and cost estimates, provides the City with necessary 
information to promote this skatepark project to 
City leaders and the general public. The next steps 
include:

•	 �6�H�F�X�U�H���I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���I�R�U���¿�Q�D�O���G�H�V�L�J�Q���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q
•	 Issue a RFP for a design team to undergo 

design development and engage the community, 
especially skaters, youth, and nearby residents.

•	 	Develop a construction documentation package
•	 	Develop phased construction options, allowing 

the park to be built in stages as funding becomes 
available.

Digital representation of skatepark with wave in background

Digital representation of spillway skate area from proposed shelter

Digital representation of skate area adjacent to repurposed concrete wall
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Opportunities and Constraints Plan

Drainage Feasibility Study

Structural Wall Evaluation Report

DDPHE Environmental Report

Concept Diagram A

Concept Diagram A with Detention and Water Quality��

Conceptual Cost Estimate Diagram A

Concept Diagram B

Concept Diagram B with Detention and Water Quality��

Conceptual Cost Estimate Diagram B

Skatepark Concept Plan

Skatepark Concept Plan Cost Estimate
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