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February 25, 2022 

The one-week positivity rate of COVID-19 cases in Denver has dropped below 5% in recent 
weeks. Additionally, modeling suggests lifting the City’s vaccine mandate will not have a negative 
impact on this trend. 

There is a high level of community protection because of the high percentage of people who are 
vaccinated and recently boosted. Moreover, the Colorado Department of Public Health & 
Environment estimates 90% of Coloradans are immune to the Omicron variant and most are 
protected against severe disease. Finally, the incidence of severe disease from COVID-19 in people 
who are vaccinated and boosted, and children under 5, is low and hospital capacity has stabilized. 

As a result, it is now possible to transition to a longer-term approach that treats COVID-19 as an 
endemic disease and the City’s face covering order for schools and childcare facilities is hereby 
rescinded as of 11:59 p.m. today. 
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