Denver Board of Public Health and Environment

Resolution Supporting the Current Ban on the Sale of Flavored Tobacco Products

WHEREAS, the Denver Board of Public Health & Environment has previously expressed
strong support for banning the sale of flavored tobacco products within Denver, joining at
least 380 localities and 5 states in restricting access to flavored tobacco products; and,

WHEREAS, the scientific evidence to support a ban on the sale of flavored tobacco
products is overwhelming, and maintaining the current ban would protect Denver’s multi-
pronged approach to reducing youth access to, and use of, tobacco products; and,

WHEREAS, tobacco use is the leading cause of preventable death in the United States (1)
and in Colorado (2), and in Denver 9.2% of high school students use tobacco products (3),
and about 95% of adult smokers began before turning 21; and,

WHEREAS, the introduction and popularity of flavors is contributing to the continued
addiction among our youth, with 70.3% of youth vape users citing flavors as a major reason
for their current use of non-cigarette tobacco products, (4); and,

WHEREAS, data also indicates that young people who vape are 4 times more likely to
smoke cigarettes a year later (5), e-cigarettes today can contain the same amount of
nicotine as 20 packs of cigarettes (6), and nicotine is highly addictive and harms developing
brains, specifically in terms of mood, self-control, concentration and memory (7); and,

WHEREAS, the combination of flavored nicotine use and mental health struggles such as
anxiety or depression, among youth, can make it difficult to quit and is related to how
nicotine withdrawal can further exacerbate irritability, anxiety, and concentration issues,
which may then lead youth back to nicotine filled vape products to reduce irritability
through the release of dopamine which lowers the perception of stress; and,

WHEREAS, the Tobacco Industry has a long history of predatory marketing toward young
people, Blacks, Latinos, women, and LGBTQ+ populations, which encourages
consumption of their products, in particular menthol flavored products as they are easy to
use and hard to quit, and studies have shown that menthol cigarettes are
disproportionately popular among African Americans, resulting in higher rates of tobacco-
related disease and death within this community; and,

WHEREAS, retaining the current ban on the sale of flavored tobacco products would
protect the community’s current and future youth and save lives long term;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Denver Board of Public Health and
Environment, finds that the current ban on the sale of flavored tobacco products helps to



prevent another generation of youths from becoming addicted and stop the exacerbation of
health inequities among Denver’s vulnerable populations.
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