
Denver Board of Public Health and Environment 

Resolution Supporting the Current Ban on the Sale of Flavored Tobacco Products 

WHEREAS, the Denver Board of Public Health & Environment has previously expressed 
strong support for banning the sale of flavored tobacco products within Denver, joining at 
least 380 localities and 5 states in restricting access to flavored tobacco products; and, 

WHEREAS, the scientific evidence to support a ban on the sale of flavored tobacco 
products is overwhelming, and maintaining the current ban would protect Denver’s multi-
pronged approach to reducing youth access to, and use of, tobacco products; and,  

WHEREAS, tobacco use is the leading cause of preventable death in the United States (1) 
and in Colorado (2), and in Denver 9.2% of high school students use tobacco products (3), 
and about 95% of adult smokers began before turning 21; and, 

WHEREAS, the introduction and popularity of flavors is contributing to the continued 
addiction among our youth, with 70.3% of youth vape users citing flavors as a major reason 
for their current use of non-cigarette tobacco products, (4); and, 

WHEREAS, data also indicates that young people who vape are 4 times more likely to 
smoke cigarettes a year later (5), e-cigarettes today can contain the same amount of 
nicotine as 20 packs of cigarettes (6), and nicotine is highly addictive and harms developing 
brains, specifically in terms of mood, self-control, concentration and memory (7); and, 

WHEREAS, the combination of flavored nicotine use and mental health struggles such as 
anxiety or depression, among youth, can make it difficult to quit and is related to how 
nicotine withdrawal can further exacerbate irritability, anxiety, and concentration issues, 
which may then lead youth back to nicotine filled vape products to reduce irritability 
through the release of dopamine which lowers the perception of stress; and,  

WHEREAS, the Tobacco Industry has a long history of predatory marketing toward young 
people, Blacks, Latinos, women, and LGBTQ+ populations, which encourages 
consumption of their products, in particular menthol flavored products as they are easy to 
use and hard to quit, and studies have shown that menthol cigarettes are 
disproportionately popular among African Americans, resulting in higher rates of tobacco-
related disease and death within this community; and, 

WHEREAS, retaining the current ban on the sale of flavored tobacco products would 
protect the community’s current and future youth and save lives long term;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Denver Board of Public Health and 
Environment, finds that the current ban on the sale of flavored tobacco products helps to 



prevent another generation of youths from becoming addicted and stop the exacerbation of 
health inequities among Denver’s vulnerable populations. 

 

Citations 

1. Tobacco Free Kids. The Toll of Tobacco in the United States. 
https://www.tobaccofreekids.org/problem/toll-us/. Accessed November 15, 2024. 

2. Tobacco Free Kids. The Toll of Tobacco in Colorado. 
https://www.tobaccofreekids.org/problem/toll-
us/colorado#:~:text=Smoking%20kills%20more%20people%20than,nationwide)%20a
nd%20smokeless%20tobacco%20use. Accessed November 15, 2024. 

3. Healthy Kids Colorado Survey Dashboard. https://cdphe.colorado.gov/healthy-kids-
colorado-survey-dashboard. Accessed November 15, 2024. 

4. FDA, “Modifications to Compliance Policy for Certain Deemed Products: Guidance for 
Industry, Draft Guidance,” March 13, 2019, 
https://www.fda.gov/media/121384/download. While the methodology is not 
comparable to the PATH study, the 2019 NYTS found that 68.8% of middle and high 
school e-cigarette users had used a flavored tobacco product in the past month. Wang, 
TW, et al., “Tobacco Product Use and Associated Factors Among Middle and High 
School Students—United States, 2019,” MMWR, 68(12): December 6, 2019, 
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/68/ss/pdfs/ss6812a1-H.pdf. 

5. E-cigarette use as a predictor of cigarette smoking: results from a 1-year follow-up of a 
national sample of 12th grade students. Retrieved from 
http://tobaccocontrol.bmj.com/content/early/2017/01/04/tobaccocontrol-2016-
053291?papetoc 

6. Tobacco Free Kids. Ending the Sale of Flavored Tobacco Products. 
https://www.tobaccofreekids.org/what-we-do/us/flavored-tobacco-products. 
Accessed November 15, 2024. 

7. American Lung Association. https://www.lung.org/quit-smoking/smoking-facts/health-
effects/nicotine. Accessed November 15, 2024. 

https://www.tobaccofreekids.org/problem/toll-us/
https://www.tobaccofreekids.org/problem/toll-us/colorado#:~:text=Smoking%20kills%20more%20people%20than,nationwide)%20and%20smokeless%20tobacco%20use
https://www.tobaccofreekids.org/problem/toll-us/colorado#:~:text=Smoking%20kills%20more%20people%20than,nationwide)%20and%20smokeless%20tobacco%20use
https://www.tobaccofreekids.org/problem/toll-us/colorado#:~:text=Smoking%20kills%20more%20people%20than,nationwide)%20and%20smokeless%20tobacco%20use
https://cdphe.colorado.gov/healthy-kids-colorado-survey-dashboard
https://cdphe.colorado.gov/healthy-kids-colorado-survey-dashboard
https://www.fda.gov/media/121384/download
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/68/ss/pdfs/ss6812a1-H.pdf
http://tobaccocontrol.bmj.com/content/early/2017/01/04/tobaccocontrol-2016-053291?papetoc
http://tobaccocontrol.bmj.com/content/early/2017/01/04/tobaccocontrol-2016-053291?papetoc
https://www.tobaccofreekids.org/what-we-do/us/flavored-tobacco-products
https://www.lung.org/quit-smoking/smoking-facts/health-effects/nicotine
https://www.lung.org/quit-smoking/smoking-facts/health-effects/nicotine

