
Denver Board of Public Health and Environment 

Resolution Supporting Funding Improvements for Food Security Programs 

WHEREAS, no one in Colorado should experience hunger; and,  

WHEREAS, in 2024 up to twenty four percent (24%) of Denver households with children 
were food insecure, and sixty-two percent (62%) of Denver County families expressed 
concern about being able to afford nutritious meals; and,  

WHEREAS, in 2024, forty one percent (41%) of adults with incomes less than $24,000 a 
year and twenty nine percent (29%) of adults with incomes of $25,000 - $49,000 a year 
reported cutting or skipping meals; and,  

WHEREAS, universal school meal programs improve food security and health outcomes for 
participating children, and investing in locally-sourced and freshly prepared nutritious 
meals enables participating public-school students to focus on learning that supports their 
academic success; and  

WHEREAS, the Healthy School Meals for All (HSMA) program provides universal free 
breakfast and lunch to students across all 190 eligible school food authorities, including 
Denver, at no cost, and the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) is a critical 
safety net program that addresses household food insecurity; and, 

WHEREAS, high participation and rising food costs caused Colorado's HSMA 
expenditures to exceed available revenue, putting at risk students’ ability to access free 
and nutritious meals at school and further delaying full implementation of HSMA; and, 

WHEREAS, H.R. 1., the budget reconciliation measure recently passed by the United 
States Congress, cut funding for food assistance programs, including SNAP and its 
evidence-based education program, SNAP-Ed, by more than $185 billion, putting more 
than 10,000 Denver County residents at risk of losing their SNAP benefits, exacerbating 
food insecurity; and 

WHEREAS, the nation’s most important anti-hunger program, SNAP, helps individuals and 
families buy adequate food, improves health outcomes, lowers health care costs and 
contributes to reducing poverty; and, 

WHEREAS, to address the HSMA shortfall and provide an opportunity to support SNAP, the 
Colorado Legislature referred measures LL (to protect existing HSMA funds) and MM (to 
raise additional funds to fully implement all components of HSMA and allowing for funds to 
also be expended on SNAP implementation, outreach and education) to the ballot in 
November; and,  



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Denver Board of Public Health and 
Environment finds that robust funding for food security programs such as HSMA and SNAP, 
and that improvements in funding for these programs, such as those in Propositions LL and 
MM, are critical to ensuring that HSMA has full, sustainable funding and that SNAP should 
be kept as accessible and beneficial for Colorado residents as possible.  


