
 

 

  

 
Special Meeting Minutes of the Board of Public Health and Environment 

 

 

 

Date: 05/22/2025 Location: Wellington Webb Building 201 W. Colfax Ave 4TH Fl room 4.H.2; Denver CO 80202; Virtual 

 

☐ Genene Duran ☐ Cathy Cooney,  ☒  Kelli Curl. Vice Chairperson 

☒ Jessica Brody, Chairperson ☐  Alisha Brown ☒   Matthew Stratton 

☒ Jim Garcia ☒  Chris Wiant ☐   

 

Agenda Item Description of Agenda Item Action/Decisions 

BPHE Docket #25-11 Harm Action Reduction 
Center (HRAC) 

Petition for variance from Chapter 24-157 of the 
Denver Revised Municipal Code (DRMC) 
governing registration of qualified needle 
exchange and treatment referral programs. 
 

Board voted unanimously to grant the variance, 
without any additional conditions, for the 
petitioner’s proposed new location at 1336 
Glenarm Place. 

 

Summary of Decision 
On May 8, 2025, Colorado Nonprofit Development Center doing business as the Harm Reduction Action Center, filed a petition with the Board requesting a 
variance from Chapter 24 of the DRMC governing health and sanitation, specifically section 24-157(c) which requires any qualified needle exchange and 
treatment referral program to operate at least 1,000 feet from any primary or secondary school or childcare center. The matter was presented to the Board on 
May 22, 2025. 
 
The Department identified a childcare center that operates at the Denver Athletic Club which is within 1,000 feet of the proposed location and submitted a 
response to the Board and Petitioner on May 16, 2025 in support for the Petition subject to certain conditions, including that the variance be granted for a short 
time-period (to be specified by the Board), after which petitioner could report back to the Board on community engagement efforts and re-apply for a longer 
variance.  
 
The Board found that Petitioner met the burden of proof pursuant to the Rules and Regulations Governing Hearings Before the Board. The Board noted during 
deliberation that should the petitioner fail to comply with any other requirements, including community engagement, the Department would be able to petition 
the Board to revoke or place new conditions on the variance if granted and that as such, a time-limited variance was not needed. The Board voted unanimously 
to grant the variance for the petitioner to operate within 1,000 feet of the identified childcare center without any additional conditions beyond compliance with 
all other requirements in law, policy, or rule for qualified needle exchange and treatment referral programs in the City and County of Denver.  

 


