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Protect, improve and promote the health and environment of Denver

Denver Animal Protection 

Overview
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A Brief History of DAP

“Denver Dog Pound” Established

55 confirmed cases of rabies in dogs; 
200 people treated with “Pasteur” 

method after being bitten

New rabies control program was enacted 
into law. Quadrupled the number of dogs 

vaccinated annually

Current facility opened offering 30,000+ 
square feet and capacity for over 600 

animals; bond funded

Annual animal intake reaches 10,000

DAP was awarded a $10 million bond to 
expand the shelter. 
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2025 By the Numbers 
100,000 patrons served 

10,000 animals taken in
• 2,195 returned to owner

• 4,233 adopted out

• 792 transferred to other shelters or rescues

4,000+ surgeries (spay/neuter, dental, etc.)

600 volunteers 
• 65,000 hours of service

• 862 animals fostered 

50,000 Animal Protection calls for service
• Serving 155 square miles

• 730,000 people / ~ 330,000 pets!
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Open Admission 

Shelter
✓ Never turns away any animal that 

comes to our doors for any reason, 

from any area.

✓ Provides 24/7 animal rescue 

and public safety with an Animal 

Protection Officer team  .

✓ Does not charge owner surrender 

fees or require an appointment.

✓ Provides safe keep kennels for 

overnight animal drop off 365 days 

a year.

✓ Provides free veterinary services 

and pet supplies for underserved 

populations in Denver.

Denver Animal Protection is 
the only full service open-
admission shelter in the 
Denver metro area and is a 
safe haven to nearly 10,000 
lost, abandoned, unwanted, 
mistreated and injured 
animals each year.
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Open Admission Shelter

✓ Protect the public from animals that could present a safety risk to staff, 

volunteers, the public, or the public's pets

✓ Alleviate the suffering of injured animals and those in poor health 

(cancer, severe trauma not responsive to supportive care, animals with 

multiple health or behavior concerns)

✓ Animals that present behavioral and/or medical issues are transferred 

to rescues and other shelters in our network 
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Socially 

Conscious 

Sheltering 

Provide safe 
shelter, care, and 

placement for 
every healthy and 

safe animal.

Align policies and animal 
transfers with community 

needs, health, and 
wellness.

Support successful 
adoptions and strengthen 
the human–animal bond.

Maintain inclusive 
practices and a culture of 

transparency, ethics, 
respect, learning, and 

collaboration.

Address needs, alleviate 
suffering, and make 
humane euthanasia 

decisions when 
necessary.
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“No-Kill” vs. Humanely Euthanize
DAP is an active member of the Metro Denver Animal Welfare Alliance 

(MDAWA)

DAP is not “no-kill” 
• “No-kill” is a divisive term for which there is no universally-accepted definition

• All MDAWA members subscribe to the philosophy of Socially Conscious 

Sheltering

• DAP advises staff and volunteers to use the term "humanely euthanize" 

instead of "kill" which implies malice.

• DAP euthanizes animals due to behavioral concerns or health issues that 

are impacting the animals’ quality of life
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Field Services 
• Enforce Denver’s animal-related laws through investigations and 

patrols

• Conduct investigations for cruelty, abuse, neglect, hoarding, bites, 

attacks and potentially dangerous animals

• Patrol parks, schools, and open areas for off leash dogs

• Assist with not only dogs and cats in the Field but birds, raptors, 

reptiles, livestock and wildlife

• Provide support for outreach events, vaccination clinics, and 

wherever else they are needed.

• Manage the Restricted Breed Permitting process

Ensure safety for all residents and animals in the City and 

County of Denver
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Most Commonly 
Enforced Ordinances

• Leash Law
• Rabies Vaccination Required
• Licensing Required
• Spay and Neuter Required
• Animal Attack or Bite
• Pit bulls Prohibited Without a Special 

Permit
• Disposal of Excrement
• Livestock or Fowl Permit Required
• Cruelty to Animals
• Neglect to Animals
• Abandonment 
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Volunteer Program

Over 20 volunteer roles available 

In 2025, 845 volunteers served over 
25,000 hours!

Pet socialization, vet clinic support, 

adoption services, animal transport, 

cleaning, laundry, and so much more! 
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Foster Program
Foster volunteers expand the 

walls of our shelter!

Foster families provide vital care:

o Underage puppies or kittens

o Animals recovering from 

medical procedures 

o Shy or fearful animals 

o Weekday Getaway Program

o Temporary Pet Housing 

Program
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Community Engagement
DAP provides FREE resources to the most underserved 
animals in Denver (all funded through grants and 
donations):

• Provide free spay/neuter, vaccinations, microchips, 
licensing, pet supplies, and community vaccination 
clinics for underserved pet owners

• Run incentive programs, such as Pay to Spay, and 
partner with city agencies to support pets in 
co-sheltering environments

• Connect with community through shelter tours, 
presentations, school partnerships, and participation in 
neighborhood and community events
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Veterinary Services

• Provide medical exams, diagnostics

• Perform spay/neuter surgeries and 
specialized procedures

• Deliver emergency care and low-cost public 
vaccine, microchips

• Offer low-cost or free end-of-life services 

• Support forensic investigations with expert 
veterinary testimony.

• Host internship opportunities



16

Questions? 
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