
PETITION FOR THE BOARD OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF 
DENVER TO AMEND RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING ON-SITE WASTEWATER TREATMENT 
SYSTEMS & NOTICE OF CONSIDERATION OF THIS PETITION AND THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS  

AT THE BOARD’S MEETING 
at  

Denver Department of Public Health and Environment 
Denver Animal Shelter 

1241 W. Bayaud Avenue, Denver, CO 80223 
Thursday, June 11, 2026, at 4:00 P.M. 

 

The Denver Department of Public Health and Environment (Department) hereby petitions the Denver 
Board of Public Health and Environment (Board) to amend rules and regulations governing on-site 
wastewater treatment systems (OWTS), pursuant to Article VIII of Chapter 24 of the Denver Revised 
Municipal Code (DRMC) and Part IV of the Rules and Regulations Governing Hearings before the Board.  
 
Statement of the Board’s Authority: 
The Board is authorized to adopt and amend rules pursuant to Article II, Part 12 of the City and County 
of Denver Charter and Chapter 24, Article II of the DRMC, and directed by the State of Colorado to adopt 
rules for On-Site Wastewater Treatment Systems pursuant to requirements of the On-Site Wastewater 
Treatment System Act, 25-10-101, et seq. of the Colorado Revised Statutes (CRS) and the Colorado Water 
Quality Control Commission Regulation 43, 5 CCR 1002-43.  
 
Purpose & Scope 
The Board Rules and Regulations Governing OWTS were promulgated to comply with Colorado 
Regulation 43. The Board’s rules and regulations establish the minimum standards for the location, 
design, construction, performance, installation, alteration and use of OWTS with design capacity not 
greater than 2,000 gallons per day. These regulations do not authorize or regulate the design, installation 
and use of Domestic Wastewater Treatment Works or any system with a design capacity exceeding 2,000 
gallons per day.  
 
The purpose of the attached proposed amended rules and regulations is to comply with the updated 
requirements of Colorado Regulation 43, effective as of June 15, 2025. The 2025 adopted amendments 
to Colorado Regulation 43 aligned OWTS regulation with industry standards, updated references to 
technical standards, clarified general prohibitions and permitting requirements, expanded on OWTS 
design requirements and provided clarity on rules to assist with local implementation. Colorado 
Regulation 43.4.A.2. directs local boards of health to update local regulations to be as stringent as the 
state regulations.   
 
Board’s Determination and Next Steps:  
If the Board approves this Petition for Rulemaking, the Board shall inform the Manager, who shall cause 
to be published a notice of proposed rule-making at least twenty (20) days before conducting public 
hearings on the Proposed Amendments. At the time and place stated in the published notice, the Board 
shall conduct a public hearing to allow interested parties the opportunity to participate. Any changes in 
the text of the Proposed Amendments made prior to, during, or as a result of the hearing by the Board 
shall be referred to the Manager for adoption. Final adoption of rules shall be effected by the dating and 
signing of the final rules by the Manager and the approval of the rules for legality by the City Attorney. 
 



If the Board denies this Petition for Rulemaking, then pursuant to section 4.01(b) of the Rules and 
Regulations Governing Hearings before the Board, the Board shall provide a brief written explanation of 
its rationale.  
 
Complete Text Available:  
The complete text of  the proposed amended rules and regulations are attached to this petition and are 
also available online on the Board’s webpage (https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-
Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Public-Health-Environment/About-
Us/Board-of-Public-Health-Environment), and in printed form at the office of the Manager of the Denver 
Department of Public Health and Environment, on the 8th floor of 201 W. Colfax Ave., Denver, CO.  
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