Tacolorado Response

Dec. 11, 2025

Protect, Improve and Promote the Health & Environment of Denver
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What They Didn’t See: Timeline

Oct. 28 Oct. 31 Nov. 15
* Colorado & Evans * 10th & Sheridan  Colorado Blvd. & Evans
 Significant food safety  Significant food safety « Significant food safety violations

violations violations  Cease-and-desist order issued
» Cease-and-desist order issued ¢ Cease-and-desist order issued

* Vendor complied with orders ¢ Vendor complied with orders

« ~120 Ibs. of meat discarded in* ~25 Ibs. of food discarded in
an on-site trash can trash bags

* Food mixed to denature

Administrative citation provided

Vendor did not comply with
orders, locked ~100Ibs of pork
away in a box truck

* Remaining food denatured with
bleach to prevent it from being
served
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"A Department of Public Health and Environment
rV 1 DE NVER Public Health Investigations
201 W. Colfax, Suite 300

THE MILE HIGH CITY Denver, CO 80202

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE CITATION p: 720-913-1311
AND CIVIL PENALTY ASSESSMENT phicomments(demmvereov.or

n n
www.denvergov.org/healthinspections
y I I Jate: 11/5/2025 Administrative Citation #: 2025-DDPHEAC-0001975

The citation has been issued for the following violation(s):

Inspection Date Violations

Unsanitary food storage and preparation

10/28/2025 01E. Food Source. No Commissary

‘ con d |t|0 ns 10/28/2025 02D. Personnel. Poor hygenic practices
10/28/2025 02F. Personnel. Training needed
. 10/28/2025 03C. Food Temperature Control. Hold hot at 135 F or greater
N O rel I1a ble methOd to keep fOOd at Safe 10/28/2025 03E. Food Temperature Control. Hold cold at 41 F or less
te m pe ratu res 10/28/2025 03F. Food Temperature Control. Food thermometer not available
10/28/2025 04A. Sanitation Rinse. Manual
10/28/2025 04C. Sanitation Rinse. In Place
H . 10/28/2025 05B. Water, sewage, Plumbing Systems. Hot & Cold water inadequate
Unsafe heating devices . .
10/28/2025 05D. Water, sewage, Plumbing Systems. Improper sewage disposal
10/28/2025 06A. Handwashing & Toilet facilities. Inadequate in number, location, design
10/28/2025 06C. Handwashing & Toilet facilities. Soap or drying device unavailable
1 10/28/2025 09B. Food Labeling and Protection. Food unprotected from contamination
No method for safe handwashing 28/ 0d Labeling 2 d unP ,
10/28/2025 Operating with Imminent Hazard. Section 23-4 (7) of the Denver Revised

Municipal Code.
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What They Didn't See (At First): Photos
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What They Didn't See:
Outside of Denver o x =

Utah health officials crack down on unpermitted
food vendors as complaints surge
3b+ interactions with area enforcement

agencies (LPHAs/ licensing) in less
than 2 months

FOXIK)

SEARCH » FOX 13 UTAH

ooeo

100+ interactions with regulators in
neighboring states

Watch FOX 13 News on
your favorite streaming
device anytime, anywhere

Investigation into human trafficking
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The Facts

There are clear regulations in place that govern how food must be stored, prepared,
and served.

DDPHE provided significant outreach to Tacolorado in the weeks leading up to the
incident

All materials were provided in Spanish.

Our goal is always to support vendors in becoming compliant, not to penalize them
unnecessarily.

In about 10% of inspections this year, food had to be disposed of.

In 1-2% of those cases, bleach was used to denature food.
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Crisis Response Timeline

Nov. 15 & 16

Video is recorded

Begins circulating on TikTok/

Instagram

ﬁ"% DENVER

’ PUBLIC HEALTH &
ENVIRONMENT

Many calls/ emails to 311
11 a.m. - First media inquiry

Nov. 18 Nov. 20

o 2 media inquires
10 media inquiries (Mostly _
local; 2 Spanish-language) La Voz Spanish language
_ _ radio interview
Media response includes

access to spokesperson,
inspection reports, photos

9 media inquiries
Primarily national and

Begin social media response international coverage

Nov. 17

Nov. 19
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Response Strategy
v' Lead with facts

v' Address and explain the action

v Provide context to the video
|dentify and address knowledge gaps

v’ Utilize empathetic language

v Leverage trusted community messengers
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Social Media Engagements

Nov. 15 & 16 Nov.18 51K Nov. 20

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
NOV

Nov. 17 Nov. 19
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Early Social Media Comments

m) philizillin206 That's not her job to do that. As an inspector you 4w  Jennofur OConnor
hut them down. but contaminating food that the =" When did bleach become the tool of choice for the dept? Why are inspectors carrying
cansnu ! . R g y bottles of bleach with them? Are the dept. is defending this act?
could've kept to feed their family is ridiculous

3w 41,140 likes Reply

3w Like Reply Hide 1+

— )

g Joanliz Velezc
Why don't you bleach fast food restaurants? Shame on you for doing that. But life will
take care for what you did. Karma is a b*tch.

@ irmar555yahoo.comé Can't wait to see her Mugshot splattered 3w Like Reply Hide Edited 20
all over the Internet!
3w 695 likes Reply
@ jrraymondjoseph That is a wicked and unexceptable action! o
——  View replies (16) Poisonous political atmosphere bringing out people inner
demons!

%, summers_homemade_meals € These guys could be protected
"/ under the cottage cheese law, I'm sure she believes she's a

baddie, but what she doesn't know is the Internet’'s about to

turn her into an overcooked Patty! == == -+ get her guys. We

need a name.

3w 452 likes Reply ===

3w 295 likes Reply
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Early Social Media: Misinformation

a.ida n As a food inspector you shouldnt be poisoning the V)
food, | would sue the inspector because | could of just taken

that home and the fine too but she wanted to poison my food |

was going to eat.

G

3w 28,855 likes Reply

im.just.imperfectly.perfect She tried to hide the bleach when
the cops pulled up.

BN

3w 2,976 likes Reply

martha_de_casas © © 1 1 ¥ she got arrested karma hit

3w 4likes Reply

DENVER
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Lilith Larson

How would someone know bleach was put in the food? What if someone tries to
consume it after the bleach was added? Seems very risky to me.

Jacqueline Martinez
Tempering with food is still a crime. Why are your city inspectors pouring bleach in the
food?

3w Like Reply Hide 1608
Tim Hively
Jacqueline Martinez because they didn't get permit money
3w Like Reply Hide sO
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Early Social Media: Hate

W LIke  meply  rae vy

Pete Pattschull

By the way, the woman in the viral video probably needs to go on a diet. How
disgusting of a person she has the poor bleach on food that's being fed to the
homeless. And you have the fat piggy go over and pour the bleach on the food for the
homeless while they starve. You have the fat one go over and pour bleach on the food
while poor people and homeless people are starving. Disgusting behavior absolutely
disgusting behavior even for a fat piggy.

Tim Hively
If it's the HEALTH department why do you have a FATASS CUNT pouring bleach on
£

You dumb fucking

? Tell that bitch to chug that bleach herself

retards

James Osterhaus
Did you do the
with? Il wait to

WRONG WITH YOU? OH WAIT | KN

PUBLIC HEALTH &

DENVER
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ought for piece of shit RACIST BITCH. V

Did the fatass get fired or are you all
just pathetic human beings?

Public Health? That fat pile shit is
nowhere close to being healthy. You
violated that vendors 4th
»  amendment, your employee deserves
@ to be violated in return.

Tell that fat cunt to chug that bleach
instead of pouring it in food

At least she didn't just eat it all, the
obese bitch
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News Coverage

RESTAURANTS

Pl e e oms woe w0 Horels \Why Health Inspectors Poured Bleach
Health Inspector Was Caught Pouring Bleach oy Food at Popular Taco Stand

Into Taco Vendor’S FOOdo Here’s Why OHiCinS A viral video Sparked online outrage.
de She qu |l‘| the Righf By Brendan Joel Kelley = November 18, 2025

A viral video shows Denver health inspectors pouring bleach in Tacos Tacolorade’s drinks and foed options A few seconds of video were enough to ignite outrage across Denver’s food scene: a
public health inspector pouring bleach over tubs of limes, pickled onions, guacamole
and other food at a popular street taco stand. The stand - Taco Tacolorado - was
operating near South Colorado Boulevard and East Evans Avenue on Saturday,

By Sabrina Weiss | Published on November 19, 2025 05:15PM EST

[ cBs News November 15, when investigators from the Denver Department of Public Health &

. . Environment arrived. By Monday, the clip was taking off on Instagram, with
Denver health mspectors sometimes pour bleach on food commenters accusing the city of destroying food and targeting a beloved street taco
when a vendor's operation is deemed unsafe. Find out why. vendor.

The department says of the 3,077 full inspections this year, 349 of them involved food DDPHE is pushing back on that narrative. According to the department, the video

disposals. An estimated 2% of those involved bleach. "Our... captures only a few moments of a months-long effort to bring Taco Tacolorado into
compliance with basic food safety rules. Emily Williams, the department’s
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Facts on Social Media

Community note
Written by an Instagram user

Health inspectors can be seen pouring bleach into the food.
This is done because the food was unsafe to consume
before... more

@
%

therobbieharvey & UPDATE: Denver Health Inspector did the
right thing!

3w

ashley_baby33 All of you that are hating...go to TMZ
Instagram and find their video on this. It explains she was
doing her job. The street vendor was operating without a
license refusing to work it out with the department, washed
their hands in a trash can of dirty water right next to the food.
Food temperature was wayyyyyy below what it needed to be
and was gonna get people sick. There were several complaints
about this street vendor. The reason y they threw bleach on the
food is bcuz the family had no dumpster to throw it all away.
They also found cardboard boxes of raw meat stacked on top
of each other instead of having a cooler or refrigeration system
to keep the food at proper temperature. Hope this helps,
people get informed.

3w 753 likes Reply

stashie55 Some of y'all still missed the point. They were gonna
toss all that UNHEALTHY food into their truck when she got
there so they could turn around and use it later still when it
was UNSAFE. It was ruin the food or know they're going to be
giving out risky food to people!! She is literally preventing
them from potentially poisoning people with meat kept at an
unsafe temp! Thank God she took her job seriously!

3w 1,348 likes Reply

redrumlex It is her job if its contaminated food and v
the inspector says its contaminated not all food

vendors listen and will try to resell that same food

thats why inspectors plane out destroy the food so its
completely unsellable

3w 1,066 likes Reply

cantkare She did it so they couldn't resell it cause they're
gunna destroy it

3w 341likes Reply

View replies (68)
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4 tmz_tv & Follow

SINGER D4VD
VIEVIED AS SUSPEC‘I
IN CELESTE RIVAS’
APPARENT MOMICIDE

CUIIGSIW SAV!D ME
FROM ENDING MY
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tmz_tv & - Follow
Original audio

tmz_tv & 3w

¢« Health inspectors in Denver are
going viral after video showed them
pouring bleach into a street vendor’s
food during an inspection...

City officials say the vendor, Tacos
Tacolorado, had serious food safety
violations and no business license, and
they only destroyed food on-site
because it couldn’t be safely removed.
The owner claims he had never been
warned of such violations, and was
working on obtaining permits to
operate legally.

CONNECTWITH US 311 |

. @

dj_rdouble 11h
I'm with health inspector button

Reply

View 95 more replies

leelee_be 16h

Yall never worked in food service huh? You )
ruin the food that is not safe so people dont
still try to eat it and risk getting sick.
Everything isnt a conspiracy

8,480

Reply

View 96 more replies

DENVERGOV.ORG | DENVER 8 TV
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Staff Impacts & Safety

* Dozens of vulgar and threatening

Pause some enforcement

communications received by activities

staff « Evaluate adjustments to policies
* Police investigation resulting for safety

from threatening messages « Continue to partner with DPD for
* Attempted doxxing of employees higher risk operations
* Constant inquiries from « Focus on alternative strategies

operators during routine visits for some investigations and

enforcement
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Ongoing partnership with other agencies

N eXt 222 Partner with nonprofits to create new pathways

to creating licensed businesses

Ste pS ~/ Review protocols for team safety

More public communication around foodborne
illness and restaurant inspection process
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