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Ordinance Overview



Ordinance Overview

* Over 70% of Denver voters approved a citywide effort to reduce the amount of
waste sent to landfills from buildings, permitted events, and C&D projects

* Updates to the ordinance were adopted by City Council in September 2025

* For buildings and food businesses, the Universal Recycling and Composting
Ordinance (URCO):

* Expands access and reduces waste - Requires recycling and composting access alongside
trash, with convenient, clearly labeled systems

» Sets clear standards - Establishes standards for bins, sighage, and education while allowing
flexibility for different building types and operational needs

* Supports compliance - Focuses on education, resources, and collaboration, giving entities the
opportunity to demonstrate sustainability leadership rather than imposing penalties




Ordinance Overview

URCO applies to:
* Multi-family residential buildings (8+ units)
* Non-residential buildings

* Licensed food businesses (retail food establishment; commissary; or food processing, wholesale,
and warehouse establishment)

URCO does not apply to:

 Mobile retail food establishments, pushcarts, food peddlers, or temporary retail food
establishments, and food shelves

* Parking garages, parking structures, parking lots, vehicle depots, vacant lots, condemned
properties, undeveloped land




Ordinance Overview

The “responsible party” is:

* The building owner, association, or license holder (residential rental or food licensees are
responsible for their own space)

As of September 1, 2026, responsible parties must:

* Provide recycling and organic material diversion services

* For non-residential buildings, recycling services only

* For food waste producers, recycling services required for customers, employees and
contractors (front-of-house and back-of-house); organic material diversion services
required for employees and contractors (back-of-house only)

* Provide adequate and convenient collection containers
* Post appropriate signhage and provide waste sorting education

 Create and submit a Waste Diversion Plan
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Stakeholder Engagement



Engagement Timeline

September 2025: April 2026:
* Qutreach to all licensed food « Gathered community feedback

businesses and rental buildings o Emailed thousands of stakeholders, hundreds specific to

on updated requirements this section of the ordinance (associations, management

companies, restaurants, chambers, Council)

Oct 2025 - Feb 2026: o Held 5 public info sessions with over 150 attendees and
* Inter-agency coordination and 15+ individual meetings

gathering of internal feedback o Tabled at the CO Restaurant & Bar Show

o Collected 25 survey responses on rules from restaurant

March 2026: owners and received emailed feedback
* Released first draft of rules & May - June 2026:

regs to public . :
* Revised draft rules based on public feedback

* Began public rulemaking process (public hearings and
request for written comments)

e Qutreach on rules and compliance begins o
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Proposed Rules & Regulations
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Establishes high-level Provide clarity and details B
requirements needed to implement and
VS. comply with requirements

Codified through City Council

process Adopted through public

rulemaking process
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Rules Clarify
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Diversion, Training & Waste Exemption
Access & Signage Diversion Plan Pathways
Container Requirements Requirement

Requirements
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Diversion, Access & Container Requirements

Ordinance Requirements:

* Provide on-site recycling and organic material diversion services

* For food waste producers, recycling services required front-of-house and back-of-house;
organic material diversion services required back-of-house only

Proposed Rules:
e Set a minimum weekly service capacity (updated definition based on stakeholder feedback)
* Specific percentages only for multi-family residential buildings and non-residential buildings

* Define acceptable methods of diversion (licensed haulers, self-hauling, sharing services, donation
of food)

 Clarify that organic material must at minimum include food/food waste
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Diversion, Access & Container Requirements

Ordinance Requirements:

* Provide adequate and convenient collection containers

Proposed Rules:

e Set standards for availability and location of containers (clarified definitions; updated to add more
flexibility for unique building and food business situations based on stakeholder feedback)

 Paired containers for front-of-house and centralized collection areas

* Back-of-house organic material collection containers must be placed in food production and
preparation areas, and dishwashing areas (updated based on stakeholder feedback)
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Training & Sighage Requirements

Compost

COmpostar

Ordinance Requirements: Sing these ems.

Proposed Rules:

L . . . Recycle
Post appropriate signage and provide waste sorting education Reciclar

Thank you for recycling these items.

Cartén

Specify that each container must have a label or marking that i u!
clearly identifies the waste stream wper 8,Cordhon

Specify which containers must be accompanied by informational
signage (updated based on feedback)

Establish design and language standards (identifying words, @ ® @ @ @ = Wpoow
symbols, colors, graphics, secondary language) == e s mE W

Define frequency of distribution of educational materials for s g b e

buildings, and frequency of training for food businesses Note: We are developing informational
(updated based on feedback) signage templates following the state’s

EPR program guidelines and industry

best practices 15



Waste Diversion Plan Requirement

Ordinance Requirements:

 Create and submit a Waste Diversion Plan

Proposed Rules:

* Clarify required contents (e.g. documentation if hiring a hauler vs. self-hauling vs. sharing services;
documentation of signage, education, and training) (updated to allow for other forms of
documentation based on stakeholder feedback)

* Define frequency of submission

* For food waste producers, at license renewal

* Note: A standardized template and submission platform is being developed
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Exemption Pathways

Ordinance Exemptions:

e Space constraints
* |nadequacy of hauling service providers
 Economic hardship

* Generating minimal volumes of materials

Proposed Rules:
* Provide definitions and define thresholds (clarified and updated based on stakeholder feedback)

 Define documentation required and submission timelines

17
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