
PETITION FOR THE BOARD OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT  
OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF DENVER 

TO ADOPT RULES AND REGULATIONS REGARDING  
RECYCLING AND ORGANIC MATERIAL DIVERSION REQUIREMENTS  

FOR MULTI-FAMILY AND NON-RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS AND FOOD WASTE PRODUCERS  
& 

NOTICE OF CONSIDERATION OF THIS PETITION AND THE PROPOSED RULES  
AT THE BOARD’S MEETING 

at  
Denver Department of Public Health and Environment 

Denver Animal Shelter 
1241 W. Bayaud Avenue, Denver, CO 80223 

Thursday, May 14, 2026, at 4:00 P.M. 
 

The Denver Department of Public Health and Environment (Department) hereby petitions the Denver 
Board of Public Health and Environment (Board) to adopt proposed rules and regulations regarding 
Recycling and Organic Material Diversion requirements for Multi-Family and Non-Residential Buildings 
and Food Waste Producers (the Proposed Rules), pursuant to article VIII of chapter 24 of the Denver 
Revised Municipal Code (DRMC) and Part IV of the Board’s Rules and Regulations Governing Hearings 
before the Board. 
 
Pursuant to DRMC 24-263, the Board shall consider the Proposed Rules and following the meeting shall 
forward them to the Manager of the Department of Public Health and Environment (Manager) with a 
notification of the action taken by the meeting of the Board. 
 

Statement of the Board’s Authority: 
DRMC 48-136 grants the Board authority to adopt such reasonable rules and regulations as may be 
necessary for the purpose of administering and enforcing the provisions of article X of chapter 48 of the 
DRMC, titled Recycling and Organic Material Diversion for Multi-Family and Non-Residential Buildings 
and Food Handler Businesses, as well as any other ordinances or laws relating to and affecting non-
residential waste requirements in the City. DRMC 48-137 further empowers the Manager to enforce the 
provisions of article X of chapter 48 of the DRMC, as well as any rules or regulations issued pursuant to 
it. 
 

Purpose and Subject:  
The purpose of the Proposed Rules is to implement the requirements of article X of chapter 48 of the 
DRMC regarding Recycling and Organic Material Diversion for Multi-Family and Non-Residential Buildings 
and Food Handler Businesses, including, specifically, to guide the administration and enforcement of 
such requirements.  
 
The Proposed Rules include:  
1. Definitions for key terms; 
2. Requirements for multi-family residential premises, including access to recycling and composting, 

minimum service capacity, container placement, signage, hauling standards, and education; 
3. Requirements for non-residential premises, covering access to recycling, container pairing and 

placement, service capacity, hauling standards, signage, and education; 



4. Requirements for food waste producers, including front- and back-of-house recycling and composting 
access, centralized collection area standards, hauling rules, container maintenance, signage, and 
employee training; 

5. Requirements for Waste Diversion Plans, including what must be documented, when plans are 
submitted, and ongoing update and maintenance expectations; 

6. Provisions permitting alternative compliance methods such as on-site composting and food 
donations; 

7. Criteria and processes for exemptions, such as economic hardship, de minimis waste generation, 
inadequate hauling services, or space constraints; and 

8. Provisions regarding enforcement, including notice and correction timelines, administrative citations, 
civil penalty amounts, and licensing-related enforcement actions. 

 
Board’s Determination and Next Steps:  
If the Board approves this Petition for Rulemaking and the Proposed Rules, the Board shall inform the 
Manager, who shall cause to be published a notice of proposed rule-making at least twenty (20) days 
before conducting public hearings on the Proposed Rules. At the time and place stated in the published 
notice, the Board shall conduct a public hearing to allow interested parties the opportunity to 
participate. Any changes in the text of the Proposed Rules made prior to, during, or as a result of the 
hearing by the Board shall be referred to the Manager for adoption. Final adoption of rules shall be 
effected by the dating and signing of the rules by the Manager and the approval of the rules for legality 
by the City Attorney. 
 
If the Board denies this Petition for Rulemaking, then pursuant to section 4.01(b) of the Board’s Rules 
and Regulations Governing Hearings before the Board, the Board shall provide a brief written 
explanation of its rationale.  
 
Complete Text Available:  
The complete text of these rules is attached to this petition. The complete text is also available online at 
the Denver Board of Public Health and Environment website 
(https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-
Directory/Public-Health-Environment/About-Us/Board-of-Public-Health-Environment), and in printed 
form at the office of the Manager of the Denver Department of Public Health and Environment, on the 
8th floor of 201 W. Colfax Ave., Denver.  
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