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Empowering Denver’s communities to live better, longer

Flavored Tobacco Ban
Board of Health
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Policy Journey

• 2021: Initial ban vetoed → prompted deeper community 
engagement

• 2024: Ordinance passed by City Council
• 2025: Voter affirmation via Referendum 310 (70.5% YES)

Dec. 2021 Dec. 
2024

March 
2025

Nov. 4, 
2025

Jan. 1, 
2026
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Tobacco Enforcement Program
• DDPHE enforces tobacco laws (sales to minors, 

signage, licensing)
• Revised fine schedule (April 2025)
• Systems updated for flavored tobacco 

compliance
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Approach to 
Enforcement
• Ensure compliance across all 

retailers
• Minimize youth access to flavored 

tobacco
• Maintain transparency and 

fairness

 Community-Centered & 
Collaborative

• Continued engagement with 
impacted communities

• Equity-focused enforcement to 
avoid disproportionate impacts

• Coordination with DLCP, CAO, 
MO, and community partners

• Retailer education and support 
as a priority
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Retailer Education

• DDPHE's goal is to support 
retailers with resources and education 
first

• Ordinance passed Dec 2024; 
enforcement begins Jan 2026.

• The year-long window allowed for 
education, outreach, and system 
updates
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Retailer Support

•Direct mail
•Email bulletins 

through 
licensing 

Targeted 
Outreach

•Signage
•FAQs
•Videos (coming 

soon)

Education 
Materials

•Publicly 
available 
compliance 
matrix

•SOPs

Compliance 
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Example Retailer Resources

Window Cling Point of Sale Decal Postcard
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Questions?
Teddy Montoya, MHA

Tobacco Program Manager
Teddy.Montoya@denvergov.org

mailto:Teddy.Montoya@denvergov.org
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