Drug Overdose Data Overview
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Fatal Overdose

Overdose Deaths in Denver

Data from the Denver Office of the Medical Examiner
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Important Note on 2025 Overdose Fatality Data

All data for 2025 is preliminary and subject to change.
The numbers provided reflect the data confirmed to date.
Final figures will be updated and finalized in the spring of 2026.

Contributing to the delay in data are:

* An 18 week return time on toxicology

* Ongoing investigation connected with the death
 Complex circumstances
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Drivers of Deaths by Overdose, 2020-2025

=p=All Drug Deaths  =@==Any Opioid === Fentanyl === Methamphetamine  ==d#=Cocaine TOTAL
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Polysubstance

OME uses NMS labs for toxicological testing, a national leader in the identification of Novel Psychoactive
Substances.

Drug Overdose Deaths by Year and Select Substances Noted as Causing Death, Alone or in Combination

Year 'glegtr:sg Any Opioid Fentanyl Methrimzheta Cocaine Xylazine Nitazenes fl uorlca)?;i'-ca nyl
2025 562 403 376 303 194 2
2024 483 307 277 299 124 5 2 22
2023 598 423 389 340 157 3 16
2022 453 290 244 220 133 2 5 4
2021 472 303 240 235 127 8
2020 370 257 162 159 101

2025 OME death data are in process and subject to change
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Polysubstance - More than One Substance

2025 6% 7%
2024 8% 12%
2023 5% 8%
2022 6% 10%
2021 9% 13%

2020 10% 18%

= One substance u Two substances ® Three substances ® Four substances H Five or more substances

2025 OME death data are in process and subject to change
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How Were Substances Used?

For fatal overdoses, the Office of the Medical Examiner reports the following:

. Fentanyl is commonly found in the form of a pill which is smoked off of a foil or in
a glass pipe. Recently often found as a white powder.
. Methamphetamine is usually a crystal and can be smoked or injected with a

needle.
. Cocaine is usually a white powder and can be snorted, smoked, injected, or taken

orally.

Polysubstance remains a big concern!
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Denver Race/Ethnicity Distribution (Census 2024)

Black |American Indian and| Asian |Native Hawaiian and Other| Two or More Hispanic or Whlt.e alo.ne, not
. e . Hispanic or
alone | Alaska Native alone | alone Pacific Islander alone Races Latino Latino
10.2% 1.8% 4.6% 0.3% 3.7% 28.3% 54.6%
Denver Age Group Distribution (Census 2024)
Persons under 18 years Persons between 18 and 65 Persons 65 years and over

17.6% 69.9% 12.5%

Source: US Census (v2024)
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Who Is Dying by Overdose in Denver?

25-44-year-olds - highest prevalence
45-64-year-olds are next, with 0-24-year-olds and those 65+ having the
least incidents of death by overdose.

AGE 25-34 35-44
2025 20.1% 26.0%
2024 20.5% 26.5%
2023 23% 27%
2022 21% 25%
2021 24% 22%
2020 25% 22%

2025 OME death data are in process and subject to change
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Who Is Dying by Overdose in Denver?

1%
2025 26% 1% 1%

2%
2024 25% 1

|

3%
2023

25% 1% 1%

2022 26% 1%

3%
2021 26%

2020 26% 1%

1%
mAmerican Indian mAsian ®Black ®Hispanic, AnyRace m®Multiple Races mUnknown/Other mWhite

2025 OME death data are in process and subject to change
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City of Denver Annual Point-in-time Homelessness Count
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Source: Common Sence Institute Colorado
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Who Is Dying by Overdose in Denver?

B Not Experiencing Homelessness m Person Experiencing Homelessness B Unknown
1.6%

2020 79.8% 18.5%

2021 762% 19.6% 4 2%
1.8%

2022 70.8% 27.5%

1.0%
2023 62.2% 36.8%

R
‘ ‘

2024 62.9% 3.1

2025 63.0% 30.4% 6.6%

2025 OME death data are in process and subject to change

DENVER

PUBLIC HEALTH &
ENVIRONMENT




National Trends

National Decline: for the 12 months ending in August 2025, overdose deaths are predicted to fall to 72,836,
down from over 100,000 in previous years (CDC NVSS, 2026). In Denver, for the same period comparison,
there was a 2.04% increase.

State Trends: overdose deaths fell in 45 states as of August 2025 (CDC NVSS, 2026), Colorado was one of the

5 states that experienced an increase of overdose deaths.

Demographic Changes (2023 to 2024):
- Nationally, the largest declines occurred in younger age groups, with rates dropping 37% for those aged 15-
24. In Denver, same age group rates decreased by 40%.
- Nationally, Black non-Hispanic individuals experienced a 30.9% decrease. In Denver, Black non-Hispanic
le, experien 13.3% r ver th me tim ri
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Suspected Nonfatal Overdoses

Suspected Drug Overdoses not Resulting in Death

Data from Denver Emergency Departments (Electronic Surveillance
System for the Early Notification of Community-Based Epidemics)
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Data Sources

National:
National Syndromic Surveillance Program (NSSP) - Tracks public health trends in real time

by collecting data from hospitals, clinics, and emergency departments.

State and Local:

Electronic Syndromic Surveillance for Early Notification of Community-based
Epidemics (ESSENCE) - This is a tool used to monitor and detect early signs of health
problems or epidemics in communities. It uses electronic health data (like what’s
recorded in hospitals) to watch for unusual trends or spikes in specific symptoms.
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Annual Totals - Suspected Nonfatal Drug Overdose in Emergency Department by Year, 2020-2025
3500
3180

3000

2500

2000

1500

1000

500

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

*Data indicated is incidences of emergency department visits, not unique individuals
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Denver Race/Ethnicity Distribution (Census 2024)

Black |American Indian and| Asian |Native Hawaiian and Other| Two or More Hispanic or Whlt.e alo.ne, not
. e . Hispanic or
alone | Alaska Native alone | alone Pacific Islander alone Races Latino Latino
10.2% 1.8% 4.6% 0.3% 3.7% 28.3% 54.6%
Denver Age Group Distribution (Census 2024)
Persons under 18 years Persons between 18 and 65 Persons 65 years and over

17.6% 69.9% 12.5%

Source: US Census (v2024)
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Suspected Nonfatal Drug Overdose by Age Group, 2020-2025

2025 - 11.5% 5.9%
2024 - 11.7% 5.9%
2023 - 12.5% 4.7%
2022 - 14.7% 6.2%
2021 - 12.7% 5.9%
2020 - 13.8% 5.8%
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Suspected Nonfatal Drug Overdose by Race and Ethnicity, 2020-2025
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National Trends -
20,000 /\

Suspected nonfatal -y
National Trends: from October 2020 to April 2025, 16,000
nonfatal opioid-related overdoses showed a £ 14,000
declining trend (Liu et al., 2025). [n Denver, from 212,000 All Opioid
2020 to 2025, the annual counts of suspected g 10,000
nonfatal overdoses show an overall upward. © 000
Demographic Changes: during 2025, the highest 0000 —-/“\\
rates of nonfatal overdoses were experienced by 4000 i
males and individuals aged 25-44 (Liu et al., 20000 et e T e PONIENY
2025). In Denver, young to mid-aged 25-44 o reen

nsistently being the highest from 2020 to 2025, AR EEEEEREEREEEEREE
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Real-time Data Online bit.ly/DenverOverdoseData

Select a Page to Visit:

Yearly Trends of ‘
Demographics Recent Trends Historical ED Visits Historical Death Trends Annual Rates User Guide

Mon-Fatal Suspected Drug Overdose Emergency Department (E its in Denver Hospitals

Last Updated: 4/3/2026

Annual
Demographics

Drug Classification
and Polysubstance

Select Manner(s) of Death

Al “~  Multiple selectio... ~

Mon-Fatal Suspected Drug Overdose by Year ED Wisits Through: 3/30/2026
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 Total

Click to view ED vists for:

Annual Drug Related Deaths in Denver County

Suspected Opioid Over

®Total Drug-Related Cases ® Fentanyl Cases

2221 3753 2475 3029 2620 3186 709 16993
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Additional Data Sources

ODMAP - collaboration with local law enforcement
. Wastewater substance surveillance - estimate of drug consumption
trends in Denver

3. Drug product testing work — monitor and track presence of
contaminants and high potent drugs

4. Adjacent county trends - context and understanding of regional drug
trends

5. National and state level trends - broader trends and comparisons

across different regions in the country
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Overdose Prevention
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Overdose Prevention Efforts

Supply Distribution

* Naloxone

* Drug checking strips

* Barrier face shields & CPR
masks
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Drug Checking

* Voluntary participation
through SAPS

* Mail- based lab

e Coming soon: Point-of-care

Education

* Tabling & community
outreach

e Trainings

* Materials & alerts




Overdose Prevention Efforts

caring i
forDenver [

Partnerships & Community Engagement

* Partnerships with agencies and
organizations that interface with and provide
services to people who use drugs (PWUD)

* Events, advisory groups, focus groups
. COMMUNITY &
)€) BEHAVIORAL HEALTH
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Overdose Prevention Efforts

Funding
OD2A LOCAL- Cooperative Agreement Opioid Abatement Funds (OAF)
» Centers for Disease Control & Prevention e Settlement funds distributed to internal
(CDC) funding and external partners
 Supports reducing fatal and nonfatal overdose * Supports address the opioid crisis through
e Through August 2028 key initiatives

* Through 2038

ARPA & City General Funds

* Funds administered through the HIV
Resources Program

* Supports syringe access program (SAP)
operations
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Access to Care
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Connection Points for Accessing Care

 Behavioral Health Solutions Center (BHSC)

e Clinical Homeless Outreach Team (C-HOT)
 Focus Area Street Engagement Team (FASET)
 Roads to Recovery (R2R)

 Support Team Assisted Response (STAR)

* Wellness Winnie
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Questions?

Community and Behavioral Health Office of the Medical Examiner

Jessy Jiao, MPH, MS
Sterling McLaren, MD
Marion Rorke, MPH

Ally Arnaiz
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