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City & County of Denver 

Rules & Regulations Governing 

Universal Recycling and Composting Ordinance Requirements for  

Permitted Events 

 

SECTION 1 – INTRODUCTION 
1.1 Authority 

This rule is adopted by the City and County of Denver’s Denver Arts and Venues, Department of 
Parks and Recreation, Department of Transportation and Infrastructure, and the Office of 
Climate Action, Sustainability, and Resiliency in accordance with the authority in Article XI of 
Chapter 48 of the Denver Revised Municipal Code (“D.R.M.C.”). 
 

1.2 Scope and Purpose 
The purpose of this rule is to implement Special Event Requirements for Recyclables and 
Organic Material Collection, which requires permitted events to provide access to waste 
diversion services. 
 

SECTION 2 – DEFINITIONS 
Except as noted below, words and phrases shall have the meaning assigned by the Charter of the 
City and County of Denver and the D.R.M.C. As used in this rule, the terms listed below shall have 
the following meanings: 

2.1 “Composting” means organic material diversion.  
2.2 “Container” means all covered and uncovered containers used to collect recyclables, organic 

material, and trash, including indoor and outdoor containers. 
2.3 “Daily attendees” means the total number of individual attendees, participants, spectators, 

and other members of the public at the event on one day. 
2.4 “Decontaminated food waste” means food and food scraps separated from contaminants 

like plastic, metal, glass, and any other materials not accepted by the waste hauler, making it 
suitable for composting. 

2.5 “Diversion” or “waste diversion” means the process of redirecting materials away from 
landfills. 

2.6 “Organic material” means materials derived from living or once-living organisms such has 
plants, animals, or microorganisms, that can decompose biologically, and at minimum, 
includes decontaminated food waste. 

2.7 “Permitted event” means an event permitted by the city which occurs, in whole or in part, on 
public property and determined to be one (1) or more of the following type(s) of event(s): (i) 
public permitted event requiring an Event Operational Permit issued by Denver Arts and Venues 
formerly the office of special events; (ii) a Public Event, Special Occasion, or Tournament 
requiring a permit by the Department of Parks and Recreation; or (iii) an event requiring a 
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Special Event Revocable Street Occupancy Permit by the Department of Transportation and 
Infrastructure. 

2.8 “Permittee” means an individual or entity who or which makes an application to, and obtains, 
a permit from a permitting agency. 

2.9 “Permitting agency” means Denver Arts and Venues (formerly the Office of Special Events), 
the Department of Parks and Recreation, or the Department of Transportation and 
Infrastructure. 

2.10 “Recyclables” means, at minimum, the materials required to be recycled pursuant to the 
Producer Responsibility Program for Statewide Recycling Act, C.R.S. § 25-17-701 et seq. 

2.11 “Responsible city offices and departments” means Denver Arts and Venues (formerly the 
Office of Special Events), the Department of Parks and Recreation, the Department of 
Transportation and Infrastructure, or the Office of Climate Action, Sustainability and Resiliency. 

2.12 “Responsible party” means the permittee of a permitted event, and includes the 
permittee’s named designee or designated representative. 

2.13 “Self-hauling” means the collection, removal, and transportation of trash, recyclables, or 
organic material by the responsible party instead of hiring a licensed waste hauler. 

2.14 “Trash” means waste that is designated for landfill disposal and is not otherwise able to be 
diverted for recycling or composting. 

2.15 “Waste diversion plan” means a submission by the responsible party or their designee, 
that describes how the event will comply with the requirements of Article XI of Chapter 48, 
D.R.M.C., including but not limited to methods for providing required waste diversion services, 
education, and training. 

2.16 “Waste hauler” means any individual or entity who holds a valid solid waste hauler license 
in accordance with D.R.M.C. §48-62. 

2.17 “Waste stream” means source-separated trash, recyclables, or organic materials. 
2.18 “Weekly attendees” means the total number of attendees present at an event over seven 

consecutive days during the course of the event. 

 

SECTION 3 – REQUIREMENTS 
3.1 General: On or after September 1, 2026, the responsible party must provide recycling and 

organic material collection to their employees, contractors, customers, volunteers, and 
attendees, as described below. 
 

3.2 Collection Standards: 
 

A. Trash and recycling containers must be placed next to each other in all areas throughout 
the event venue in an equal number (a 1:1 ratio). No standalone containers are permitted. 
 

B. Organic material collection containers must:  
 

i. At minimum, be placed in food production and preparation areas, near food 
vendors and distributors, and around designated eating areas. 

 
ii. Be paired with a set of trash and recycling containers. 



URCO Rules & Regulations - Permitted Events - 3 of 6 

 
C. Containers must be provided in sufficient number and capacity to meet anticipated event 

needs, in such a way that all recyclables are diverted to recycling, at minimum 
decontaminated food waste is composted, and only the remaining trash is sent to landfill. 
 

D. A responsible party shall contract directly with a waste hauler; coordinate with a host 
facility to use its existing hauling services with the facility’s permission; or engage a zero-
waste event coordinator that subcontracts with a licensed hauler. 
 

3.3 Signage and Labeling Standards: 

A responsible party shall ensure that all signage and container identification are provided according 
to the following rules. 

A. Container Identification: Each collection container must have a label or marking that clearly 
identifies the waste stream. The label or marking must be on the container and clearly 
visible to users at the time they dispose of waste. 
 

B. Informational Signage: Informational signage identifying accepted and prohibited materials 
for each designated waste stream must be posted on or immediately adjacent to collection 
containers and clearly visible to users at the time they dispose of waste. 
 

C. Content: Informational signage and container identification shall include the following 
elements to clearly distinguish waste streams:  

i. Identifying words: “Recycle” for recycling, “Compost” for organic material diversion, 
and “Trash” for landfill trash. 

ii. Symbols: The universal “chasing arrows” recycling symbol for recycling, an apple 
core for organic material diversion, and a trash can for trash. 

iii. Colors: Blue for recycling, green for organic material diversion, and black for trash. 
iv. Graphics for signage only: Realistic images of both accepted and prohibited 

materials for each waste stream. 
 

D. Language: All text on signs, labels, and container identification shall be provided in a 
minimum of English and Spanish or may be picture only. If the primary language spoken by 
the attendees of the event is a language other than English or Spanish, that language may 
be substituted for Spanish. 

 
E. Design: The City will provide signage templates, which the responsible party is encouraged 

to utilize. Signs, labels, or container identification created by the responsible party or 
provided by a waste hauler shall be permitted if they clearly identify the waste stream(s) 
and include design elements that meet or are substantially similar to the requirements in 
sections C, “Content,” and D, “Language.” 
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3.4 Education and Training Standards: 

The responsible party must work with waste haulers and vendor staff to reduce contamination and 
must ensure training on proper bin use is provided. 
 

A. The responsible party must confirm the accepted and prohibited materials for each waste 
stream with the hauler(s). 
 

B. Education and training on proper waste sorting must be provided for event staff and 
vendors. Training may consist of: 
 

i. Including a copy of container signage in vendor agreement. 
ii. Sharing the list of accepted and prohibited materials for each waste stream with the 

event vendors prior to the event start date.   
iii. Explaining trash, recycling, and composting separation and collection practices at a 

pre-event vendor meeting and/or staff meeting. 
iv. Providing an on-site demonstration of sorting practices the day of the event. 

 

SECTION 4 – WASTE DIVERSION PLAN 
4.1 In order to be issued a permit for an event, a responsible party must submit a Waste Diversion 

Plan in the manner established by the permitting agency at least thirty (30) days prior to the first 
permitted event date, unless otherwise specified by the permitting agency.  
 

4.2 At minimum, the Waste Diversion Plan must include: 
 

A. The name and contact information of the responsible party and their designee, if 
applicable. 

B. The company name and contact information (phone number and email) of the hauler or 
haulers providing waste diversion services. 

C. Summary of collection container locations, which may include a map, narrative, or 
attestation. 

D. Strategy for education and training. 
E. Additional waste reduction strategies being implemented. 
F. Any other information requested by the permitting agency to verify compliance. 

 

SECTION 5 – EXEMPTIONS 
5.1 Recycling and Composting Exemptions: 

 
A. Daily Attendees: A permitted event that anticipates three hundred and fifty (350) or fewer 

total daily attendees are exempt from the recycling and organic material collection 
requirements. 
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i. The responsible party does not need to submit a Waste Diversion Plan under the 

requirements of this ordinance. 
 

B. Inadequacy of Waste Hauling Services: An exemption may be granted when a responsible 
party demonstrates that, despite good faith efforts, adequate hauling services necessary to 
comply with the requirements of this ordinance are not reasonably available. This may 
include when: no licensed or authorized waste hauler offers the required collection service 
for the material type at the location; available haulers are unable or unwilling to provide 
service within a reasonable timeframe; available service options do not meet the minimum 
service level requirements of this ordinance; or unique site, access, or operational 
conditions prevent a hauler from servicing the event during their permitted timeframe, 
despite the applicant’s reasonable efforts to secure service. 
 

i. The responsible party must submit a request for this exemption in the manner 
established by the permitting agency at least forty-five (45) days prior to the first 
permitted event date, unless otherwise specified by the permitting agency.  
 

ii. The request must specify the specific waste stream or streams for which the 
exemption is being requested: recycling, composting, or both recycling and 
composting. 
 

iii. The request must include the company name and contact information of at least 
two licensed haulers accepting that waste stream (recycling or composting), along 
with an attestation that neither hauler could provide services to the event; the 
reason services could not be provided; and any additional information requested by 
the responsible city offices and departments to verify the unavailability or 
inadequacy of service, such as copies of correspondence that show refusals to 
provide service. 
 

5.2 Composting-Only Exemptions: 
 
If an event has not been granted an exemption under 5.1, an exemption to the organic material 
collection requirement only may be granted for one of the following reasons. 
 
A. Weekly Attendees: A permitted event that anticipates one thousand (1,000) or fewer total 

weekly attendees are exempt from the organic material collection requirements. 
 

i. The responsible party must submit a request for this exemption in the manner 
established by the permitting agency at least 45 days prior to the first permitted 
event date, unless otherwise specified by the permitting agency.  
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ii. If this exemption is granted, the responsible party must still provide recycling 
collection, waste collection, education and training, and submit a Waste Diversion 
Plan. 

 
B. No Licensed Food Vendors: Permitted events that do not have licensed food vendors for 

on-site consumption are assumed to have de minimis organic material generation and are 
exempt from the organic material collection requirements. 
 

i. The responsible party must submit a request for this exemption in the manner 
established by the permitting agency at least 45 days prior to the first permitted 
event date, unless otherwise specified by the permitting agency.  
 

ii. If this exemption is granted, the responsible party must still provide recycling 
collection, waste collection, education and training, and submit a Waste Diversion 
Plan. 

 
C. Economic Hardship: An exemption to the organic material collection requirements may be 

granted when a responsible party demonstrates that securing composting service would 
increase the operating costs of the event to such a level that it would be financially unviable 
for the event to continue. 
 

i. The responsible party must submit a request for this exemption in the manner 
established by the permitting agency at least 45 days prior to the first permitted 
event date, unless otherwise specified by the permitting agency.  
 

ii. The request must include at least two quotes from licensed compost haulers, an 
explanation of the economic hardship, and an attestation that these costs would 
make the event financially unviable. 

 
iii. If this exemption is granted, the responsible party must still provide recycling 

collection, waste collection, education and training, and submit a Waste Diversion 
Plan. 
 

SECTION 6 – ENFORCEMENT 
6.1 Violations and Penalties 

A. Compliance with an approved Waste Diversion Plan at a permitted event may be evaluated 
by any City inspector, park staff, or responsible city office and department staff who is on-
duty and on site during the event. 
 

B. Failure to comply with ordinance requirements may result in fines or penalties pursuant to 
the rules of the permitting agency. 


