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NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF EMERGENCY ELECTION RULES

This is a notice, under Article VI, Chapter 2 of the Denver Revised Municipal Code (D.R.M.C), that the
Denver Clerk and Recorder has adopted Emergency Rules (Emergency Rules) amending existing election
rules to ensure the uniform and proper administration and enforcement of the city’s election laws.

In 2022, the Denver City Council adopted Council Bill 22-0983, and Denver voters adopted

Referred Question 2L amending the Denver Charter. The ordinance and charter change together amended
timelines, processes, and requirements for elections in Denver. Relevant to the Emergency Rules, the
measures changed the dates for candidates to accept nomination to the ballot, and processes related to the
citizen initiative process.

Immediate and temporary adoption of election rules is necessary to comply with the recent revisions to
city law. The Emergency Rules expire no later than one hundred eighty days after the date of adoption.
The Clerk and Recorder adopts the Emergency Rules under the authority of section 8.1.2(c) of the Denver
Charter and in accordance with Article VI, Chapter 2 of the D.R.M.C.

The complete text of these rules is available online at the Denver Elections Division website

(www.DenverVotes.org); in printed form at the Denver Elections Division, 200 W. 14th Ave., Denver,
CO 80204; and on file at the Office of the Clerk and Recorder, 201 W. Colfax Ave., Dept.101, Denver,

CO 80202.

Hon. Paul D. Lopez

Clerk and Recorder

Published in the Daily Journal on 12/05/2022



EMERGENCY ELECTION RULES

APPROVED AS TO FORM: APPROVED AND ADOPTED:
Kerry C. Tipper Hon. Paul D. Lépez
Attorney for the City and County of Denver ver Clerk and Recgod’ﬁ)
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ELECTION RULES
4.2 Candidate Acceptance and Withdrawal of Nomination.

421 Acceptance. Candidates for municipal elective office must file a signed and
completed Candidate Acceptance of Nomination Form along with the completed candidate
petitions of nomination with the clerk and recorder at least fifty-five-{66)seventy-five (75) days
before the day of election and in the absence of such acceptance the name of the candidate will
not be placed on the ballot.[1] The Candidate Acceptance of Nomination Form must contain the
following information:

A. Candidate’s printed name as the candidate wishes it to appear on the ballot;

B. Candidate’s residential address;

C. Candidate’s signature and date signed;

D. A certified statement of acceptance of the office for which signer is a candidate;

E. A certified statement verifying the candidate meets all qualifications for the office
prescribed by law;

F. A certified statement verifying the candidate is or will be as of election day: a
citizen of the United States; a resident of the City and County of Denver for the time period
applicable to the office sought; a qualified elector of the City and County of Denver; and of
sufficient age to qualify for the office sought as required in the Charler.

4.2.3  Withdrawal. Any person who has been nominated may-net-laterthan-fory-

eight-{48}-days-belore-tho-day-ef-elestien; withdraw by filing with the clerk and recorder a
notarized Candidate Withdrawal of Nomination Form-and-re-rame-so-withdrawn-will-be-plased

upon-the-ballet{3]-H-the-withdrawal-ferm-is-received-after-the-ballots-have-been-printed-then
any-votes-cast-for-the-candidate-will-be-deemed-invalid-and-will-net-be-counted.
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4.3 Candidate Petitions of Nomination.

4.3.1 Petitions of Nomination. The name of a candidate for district councilmember
will be placed upon the ballot when a verified petition of not fewer than one hundred (100)
signatures of registered electors, who reside in the district in which the candidate resides, has
been filed inon the candidate’s behalf at least fifty-five-(55)seventy-five (75) days before the day
of election.[4] The name of a candidate for mayor, auditor, clerk and recorder or
councilmember-at-large will be placed upon the ballot when a verified petition of not less than
three hundred (300) signatures of registered electors has been filed inon the candidate’s behalf

at least fifty-fivo-{58)seventy-five (75) days before the day of election.

4.3.3 Circulation of Candidate Petitions of Nomination.

A. Municipal General Election. The earliest date a petition may be circulated is
the ninety-first-(B1stjone hundred and sleventh (111th) day before the efection. The last date to
ciretiatesubmit a petition_to the clerk and recorder wil-beis the fify-fifth{65th)seventy-fifth (75th)
day before the election.[5]

B. Special Vacancy Election. For a special vacancy election, petitions of
nomination may not be circulated for signatures by Denver electors until a vacancy has first

been declared by the City Council by resolution. Candidates must submit candidate petitions to

the clerk and recorder not more than fifteen (15) days after the vacancy has been declared.

4.5 Notification of Sufficiency Decision of Candidate Petitions, and Cure.

4.5.2 Insufficiency. In the event the clerk and recorder determines that the petition
contains an insufiicient number of signatures and/or there is a defective circulator's affidavit, the
clerk and recorder will notify the candidate of the insufficiency, and the candidate may cure the
insufficiency by filing an addendum to the original petition for the purpose of offering such
number of additional signatures and/or offering a corrected circulator's affidavit as will cure the
insufficiency. Any addendum or correction must be filed at any time prior to fifty-five

{S8)seventy-five (75) days before the day of election.

5.1 Certification of Compliance. Upon receipt of written notice from the direstor-et-eity
seuncil-stafflegislative services director and the city attorney certifying the proponents’
compliance with the review and comment hearing requirement, the clerk and recorder may
receive and act upon any affidavit or notice of intent commencing the initiation of ordinance.[1]

5.1.1 Amendments to original draft submitted for review and comment
meeting. If, after the review and comment meeting required in Denver Charter § 8.3.7 and
D.R.M.C. § 15-3, the proponents amend the text of a proposed ordinance, an amended draft of
the proposed ordinance with changes highlighted or otherwise indicated and a copy of an
original final draft that gives the final, complete language of the proposed ordinance will be

resubmitted to the direstor-of-city-souncil-stafilegislative services director and the city attorney

for comment or other response in accordance with D.R.M.C. § 15-3(b).

5.2 Petitions for Initiated Ordinance. A petition for initiated ordinance may be filed at
any time.[2] Such initiated ordinance will be placed on the ballot when a petition is verified
containing signatures numbering at a minimum two (2) percent of the total number of active
registered electors as of January 1 each odd-numbered year.[3]



5.2.1 Deadline to File Completed Petition. A completed petition for initiated
ordinance must be filed with the clerk and recorder no later than one hundred eighty (180) days
from the date of approval of the affidavit, ballot title, and petition sample by the clerk and
recorder.[4]

5.2.2 Ballot Title and Text. Any petition for an initiative shall specify in full the text
of the ordinance to be initiated and shall contain a ballot title,-which-shall-contain-in-summary
be-an-argument-horlikely-to-create-bias,- oither for-or-against-the-measwure.[5] The clerk and
recorder must, in consultation with the city attorney and the city council staff, fix a proper and
fair title in accordance with Denver Charter §§ 8.3.1 (B) and 8.3.2 (E), and D.R.M.C. § 15-11.

5.5  Review and Approval of Affidavit,-Ballot-Title, and Petition Sample. The affidavit;
ballet-title; and petition sample will be reviewed by the clerk and recorder for a determination of
compliance with the requirements of the Charter of the City and County of Denver, with any and
all other applicable state or city and county laws, and with the Rules of the clerk and

recorder. Ir-reviewing-the-baliet-title-the-slerk-and-recorder-will-consider-the-public-confusion

that-mightbe-caused-by-a-misleading title-14]

5.5.1 Review Period. The clerk and recorder will have three (3)-fullworking
business days from the time of the filing of the affidavit; and petition sample,and-ballettitie to
review these materials. At the end of the three (3)-we#k_mq business days, the clerk and
recorder will either accept or reject the affidavit;_and petition sampleror-baliet-title. If the
affidavit;_or petition sampler-or-balet-title is rejected, the clerk and recorder will make written
findings specifying the defects.[15]

5.5.3 Approval Requirement. No petition may be circulated nor may any signatures
be procured until sushthe affidavit; and petition sample,-and-ballet-title are approved by the clerk
and recorder.[18]

6.1 Petitions for Referendum. A completed referendum petition shall be filed with the
clerk and recorder within ninety (90) days of passage of the ordinance to be referred.{1] Such
referendum will be placed on the ballot when a petition is verified containing signatures
numbering at a minimum two (2) percent of the total number of active registered electors as of
January 1 each odd-numbered year.[2]

6.1.1  Ballot Title and Text. Any petition for a referendum shall specify in full the text
of the ordinance to be referred and shall contain a ballot title-which-shall-sontain-in-
WWMmemmmmmmmmme
a@amnb—ner—hkely&-ereata—b:as&ﬁhe#em&agamsﬂha-measwe [3] The clerk and recorder

must, in consultation with the city attorney and the city council staff, fix a proper and fair title in
accordance with Denver Charter §§ 8.3.1 {B) and 8.3.2 (E), and D.R.M.C. § 15-11.

6.1.2 Wording of Title. The title for a referendum shall begin with the words: “Shall
the voters of the City and County of Denver repealretain ordinance number entitled
..~ Unless different wording is required by the state constitution.[4]

6.4 Review and Approval of Affidavit-BallotTitle; and Petition Sample. The affidavit;
ballet-title; and petition sample will be reviewed by the clerk and recorder for a determination of
compliance with the requirements of the Charter of the City and County of Denver, with any and
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all other applicable state or city and county laws, an
recorder. lareviewing-the-ballottitlo-the-clerk-ang

6.4.1  Review Period. The clerk and recorder will have three (3)full-wetking
business days from the time of the filing of the affidavit; and petition sample—and-baletitle to
review these materials. At the end of the three (3)-werking business days, the clerk and
recorder will either accept or reject the affidavit; and petition sample-orballottitle. If the
affidavit;_or petition sample-orballet-tile is rejected, the clerk and recorder will make written
findings specifying the defects.[15]

d with the Rul

es of the clerk and

6.4.3 Approval Requirement. No petition may be circulated nor may any
signatures be procured until suchthe affidavit; and petition sampleand-ballotitle are approved
by the clerk and recorder.[16]

7.4 Review and Approval of Affidavit,-Ballot-Fitle; and Petition Sample. The affidavit;
ballot-title; and petition sample will be reviewed by the clerk and recorder for a determination of
compliance with the requirements of the Charter of the City and County of Denver, with any and
all other applicabie state or city and county laws, and with the Rules of the clerk and
recorder.[18]

7.41  Review Period. The clerk and recorder will have three (3)4ull-working
business days from the time of the filing of the affidavit; and petition sample—~and-ballottitle to
review these materials. At the end of the three (3)-werking business days, the clerk and
recorder will either accept or reject the affidavit; and petition sample-er-balletitle. If the
affidavit;_or petition sample-erbaliot-tille is rejected, the clerk and recorder will make written
findings specifying the defects. [19]

7.4.3  Approval Requirement No petition may be circulated nor may any signatures
be procured until sushthe affidavit; and petition sample—and-ballot-title are approved by the clerk
and recorder. [20]



