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Cities across the arid West and Intermountain region are moving towards 
climate-responsive planting standards and requirements for development 
that seek to conserve water, achieve long-term plant survivability, and 
encourage planting in a way that is compatible with local climates.
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shade, stormwater benefits, and habitat that new trees can’t quickly replace. To meet 
the city’s 20% canopy goal, stronger protections are needed on both public and 
private land.
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� In all o ther zones, all trees may be removed on developing property. Tier 1, Tier 2, and Tier 3 trees removed in 

association with development must be replaced by one or more new trees.
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�,�U�U�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q���	���:�D�W�H�U���8�V�H��
In Denver’s semi-arid climate, water is precious. Outdoor irrigation makes up nearly 
half of our total use, but much of it is wasted through overwatering, poor timing, 
or outdated equipment. Cities across the West are tightening irrigation rules so 
landscapes stay healthy while water use goes down.
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The cost of a water-conserving landscape is almost half the price per square foot as a non-water-conserving 

landscape. Fees for z-zones cost the least. 
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�6�W�R�U�P�Z�D�W�H�U���0�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W��
�	���*�U�H�H�Q���,�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H
When rain falls on paved streets and roo�ops, it runs o� quickly, carrying pollution 
into streams and rivers. In Denver’s semi-arid climate, managing this runo� is 
about more than water quality. It’s also key for reducing heat, supporting plants, 
and protecting public health. While Denver has invested in green infrastructure in 
streets and parks, private development remains a major gap. Cities across the U.S. 
show how rules can require sites to capture and absorb water close to where it falls, 
limiting hard surfaces and using features like rain gardens, permeable paving, and 
infiltration zones.
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examples:  
max 2,500 SF  impervious ( all lots �10,000 SF) 

max 3,500 SF impervious (lots 10,000 - 15,000SF)
max 5,000 SF impervious (lots 15,000sf - 1 acre), etc.
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