Denver’s Climate: Why We Need
nt Landscapes
én disefados para se 3 Denveris getting hotter and drier, with more frequent

stéticos, funcionales y de bajo mantenimiento. > heat. Traditional landscape cialy bluegrass turf-use 6
than native grass landscapes and offer ltte environmental benefi

&A Qué se le Deberia dar Prioridad
ajes de Denver?

la ciudad,purfcarelare, | :
jalesy reduci costos alargo 2l cimateres  focus on grasses,shrubs, flowers, and fr s
] climate. These living species car prioridad
afits such s using s
aling our nelghborhoods,supporting polnatrs, and absorbing
e naturally duringlarge rain events.

deramos que es g

{Comentanos sus prioridades  tome la encuesta aqui

Project Goals

About the Denver
Resilient Landscapes Increase Shade & Reduce
Project Urban Heat

Dose de bk deas e ———
iy o s

Over the next year, Denver will Redios iatec iae
update its requirements with

the goal of having landscapes

designed to thrive as our J) Support Pollinators and our
climate changes. #  Ecosystem

Reduce Stormwater Runoff

Lipdatioy the axeces vith Living Plant Material

requirements helps build long-
lasting, resilient, and engaging ale
places for people and the ipport Food Syster Ny 3 LeLEoRL: Scarcity + Drought
environment o

Who Does This Apply To?
This project is focused

P8 peMEIFopa Mitigate Fire Risk

Educate and Connect with
the Community 2 ! B eI
presp— e i
Project Timeline i
L Suvey  PopUj urvey Pop Up Events 0 o
= £ % A Loss of Biodiversity
F AEasapecaa 2 sl s

Spring Summer Fall

DENVER RESILIENT LANDSCAPES

City of Denver Community Planning and
Development

September - December 2025

"2 DENVER

' THE MILE HIGH CITY



a

PR -

B s Sl s s R TR

AY o™
9 o7

~ , o i

T

This document summarizes public feedback received in the second phase of
the Denver Resilient Landscapes project, as well as key themes, and highlights
of how public input was used to shape the project. The document includes
links to more detailed summaries of feedback received through tools such as
online surveys.

Outreach was conducted using the following approaches:
Advisory Committee meetings
Connecting with neighborhood groups and industry organizations
Online survey
Informational signs
Information was made available on the project website, via project
newsletters, targeted outreach, and social media

Public engagement for the first phase of the project was centered around
identifying outcomes and measures of success of community priorities,
understading peer city approaches, and identifying project recommendations.

. KEY ENGAGEMENT EVENTS

Advisory Committee Meetings
Meeting #2: September 3, 2025
Meeting presentation
Meeting summary
Meeting #3: Cancelled
Meeting #4: November 3, 2025
Meeting presentation
Meeting summary
Meeting #5: December 1, 2025
Meeting presentation
Meeting summary

Presentations to Neighborhood and Industry Groups
Presentation to DePave Denver Strategy Working Group - September 10,
2025
Presentation to One Water Leaders - September 17, 2025
Presentation to Homebuilder’'s Association Technical Advisory Board -
October 7,2025
Presentation at Western Slope Planning Conference - October 23, 2025
Presentation to Water in the West Symposium - November 13, 2025
10th Annual Colorado Pollinator Summit - November 14, 2025



https://denvergov.org/files/assets/public/v/1/community-planning-and-development/documents/zoning/text-amendments/landscaping/drl_advisory_committee_meeting1_summary.pdf
https://denvergov.org/files/content/public/v/57/government/agencies-departments-offices/agencies-departments-offices-directory/community-planning-and-development/denver-zoning-code/text-amendments/denver-resilient-landscape/08212025_drlppt.pdf
https://denvergov.org/files/content/public/v/57/government/agencies-departments-offices/agencies-departments-offices-directory/community-planning-and-development/denver-zoning-code/text-amendments/denver-resilient-landscape/1103_pdf_english.pdf
https://denvergov.org/files/content/public/v/57/government/agencies-departments-offices/agencies-departments-offices-directory/community-planning-and-development/denver-zoning-code/text-amendments/denver-resilient-landscape/11032025_committee_meeting_notes.docx
https://denvergov.org/files/content/public/v/57/government/agencies-departments-offices/agencies-departments-offices-directory/community-planning-and-development/denver-zoning-code/text-amendments/denver-resilient-landscape/advisory-committee-5-251201.pdf
https://denvergov.org/files/content/public/v/57/government/agencies-departments-offices/agencies-departments-offices-directory/community-planning-and-development/denver-zoning-code/text-amendments/denver-resilient-landscape/advisory-committee-5-meeting-notes.docx

ONLINE SURVEY

The team put out a community survey focused on landscape design that
was available from September 17 - October 27. The team received 359 survey
responses. Key themes from the second survey are listed below. A full
summary of results is available on the project webpage.

Respondents preferred to preserve as many healthy trees on site as
possible.
New trees should be prioritized in front yards and multifamily/condo

buildings. Backyards were the least important place to have new trees.
COM MUNITY EVE NTS Streets and sidewalks were prioritized over other areas.

A plant list was ranked as most useful for tool for changing landscapes.
Public Events and Outreach There was majority support for having a native species and/or low-water
plants requirements for development.
There was majority support for encouraging but not requiring edible plants
in development.
Respondents preferred to limit but not ban materials like rock/cobble,

plastic sheeting, synthetic turf, and non-natural wood mulch.

The team held outreach events at the following locations:
Mamie D. Eisenhower Park - September 6, 2025
Rocky Mountain Lake Park - September 13, 2025
First Creek Park - September 13, 2025
Swansea Park and Recreation Center - September 17, 2025
Fall Tribal Convening - September 25, 2025

Environmental Learning for Kids - September 25, 2025 WEB COM M ENTS

A summary of key community feedback is listed below. From project kickoff to December
Overall, there is general public support for the project. 1,2025, the Denver Resilient
Community members expressed support for tree preservation and Landscapes project has received 10
landscape transformations, particularly in parks. comments from the public related
Staff had conversations with community members about native to the project, submitted through an
landscaping and how it supports pollinators, uses less water, and is low online form available on the project
mMaintenance. webpage. Most commenters had
Community members expressed interest in edible plants, like fruit trees. general questions about the project.

Staff had conversations with community members about alternatives to
watering and mowing traditional lawns.
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https://denvergov.org/files/content/public/v/58/government/agencies-departments-offices/agencies-departments-offices-directory/community-planning-and-development/denver-zoning-code/text-amendments/denver-resilient-landscape/drlsurvey2results_cpd.pdf

