
Meeting Minutes 
DENVER PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 

July 13, 2022 – 5:30- 7:30 pm 
Virtual Meeting: Via Zoom Webinar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Board Members In attendance: 
Ben Williamson, Fran Coleman, Lee Rains Thomas, Frank Rowe, , Amy Razzaque, Jessica Zender, Pam 
Jiner, Jack Paterson, Chandi Aldena, Marlene De La Rosa, Florence Navarro, Trena Marsal, Brooke 
Badon, Kate Fritz 
 
Absent: Meredith Levy, Lynne Mason, Deana Permutter, Andre McGregor 
 

CALL TO ORDER  
Call to order at 5:35 
Welcome to new members-  
Brooke Badon- My Outdoor Colorado 
Kate Fritz- Denver Mountain Parks Foundation  
Mentors for new members- Frank has volunteered, need another person to volunteer 
 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS  
Approve June Minutes 
Motion to approve minutes- Jack brings motion to approve minutes, Florence seconds  
Abstentions- Kate, Lee, Brooke  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
General Public Comment 

1. Sara Komppa- Congress park courts- pool renovation, playground upgrade, resurfacing of 
courts (pickle ball, tennis, basketball).  Missing opportunities- 9th ave as a neighborhood 
bikeway.  DOTI and DPR don’t have a plan to add bikeway, entrance is currently through the 
alley.  Would like to see a designated entrance for the citizens of Congress Park neighborhood.  

 
PUBLIC HEARING: Ulibarri 
Unnamed Valverde Neighborhood Park - Park Naming  
Happy Haynes, Evon Lopez 
 
*Presentation attached separately  
 
Links to West area planning documents:  
https://www.denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-
Offices-Directory/Community-Planning-and-Development/Planning/Plans-in-Progress/West-Area-Plan 

PRAB Meeting Norms 

Be respectful and presume positive intentions. 

Seek first to understand and then to be understood. 

Stay focused on topics at hand. 

Allow space for all to have a voice. 

Listen without judgement. 
Live our values of equity and inclusion. 

 

https://www.denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Community-Planning-and-Development/Planning/Plans-in-Progress/West-Area-Plan
https://www.denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Community-Planning-and-Development/Planning/Plans-in-Progress/West-Area-Plan


 
https://www.denvergov.org/files/assets/public/community-planning-and-
development/documents/npi/west-area-plan/west_area_plan_draft2.pdf.pdf 
 
Ulibarri family made impact on community. Signatures have been verified, 33 letters of support have 
been received, presentation with details.  
  
Community speakers and representatives of community organizations in support of naming the park 
Ulibarri Park: 
 

1. Angela Cobian 
2. Carrie Makarewicz (pronounced: mah cuh rev itch) 
3. Javier Mabrey 
4. Val Herrera 
5. Lindsay Cutler 
6. Art Lopez 
7. Elizabeth Walsh 
8. Aleta Ulibarri 
9. Anita Banuelos 
10. Leo Alirez 
11. Michael Johnson  

 
Happy- Thanks to all the community members who worked to get this park named.  Naming a park is a 
reflection of the history and community.  Department is in support of naming the park Ulibarri Park.  
 
Comments from PRAB: 
Incredible community efforts to name this park after amazing individuals.  
Aligns with PRAB values of equity. 
Underserved area, investment PRAB recommended revitalizing for this park. 
Meets all the requirements of naming a park- historical significance, service to others   
 
https://valverde-movement-project-dugis.hub.arcgis.com/ 
 
Amy presents motion, Frank seconds.   
PRAB unanimously approves naming of the park as Ulibarri Park!   
Will go onto City Council for final approval. 
 
PRESENTATIONS: 
Fees at Denver Botanic Gardens- John Calderhead, CFO 
*Presentation attached  
Seeking to increase private event rental fees, not daily entrance fees. 
With some new areas, would like to have more flexibility within pricing structure. 
 
Fees at Denver Zoo- Bert Vescolani, CEO (Christine Adams)  
*Presentation attached  
New way of looking at access to the zoo, both coming to the zoo and also going to communities.  
Considering increasing equity and improving access intentionally.   

https://www.denvergov.org/files/assets/public/community-planning-and-development/documents/npi/west-area-plan/west_area_plan_draft2.pdf.pdf
https://www.denvergov.org/files/assets/public/community-planning-and-development/documents/npi/west-area-plan/west_area_plan_draft2.pdf.pdf
https://valverde-movement-project-dugis.hub.arcgis.com/


Free admission for schools, $1 per person for SNAP clients, discounted tickets.  
Consider other partners and work on access.  
Non- profit rentals are discounted.   
 
Happy explains that the department asked institutions to look at fee structure, access and 
affordability.  Encouraged streamlining fees and processes.  
 
PRAB should review the presentations and be prepared to vote in August. 
 
Question/ comments from PRAB: 

• Committee reviewed presentations and the committee is in favor of increases 

• Monthly payment plan available? 

• Library passes will still be available  

• If anyone comes to the zoo, they will not be turned away, cost will not be a barrier 
 
Vote on DPR Fees- Fran Coleman, Chair 
PRAB discussion: 
Volleyball, golf fees- any feedback from community? League play, tournament  
Alaina McWhorter- have not received any feedback, integrate volleyball into current structures  
Jack- When we utilize parks/fields that we not inhibit local recreation centers and access to fields. 
Also, concerned about increasing fees at a time when costs are going up so much. 
 
Rec centers, schools, then public.  Trying to emphasize affordability, accessibility and equity.  Targeting 
discounts to areas and individuals who need it.  
 
Jack brings motion to approve DPR fee increases, Amy seconds motion.   
Passes unanimously, 3 abstentions. 
 
PRAB COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Executive Committee (designations)- PRAB representation on the committee for designations of new 
parks. Have had PRAB members in the past on this board.  Let Fran, Florence or Lee know if interested. 
With Covid cases rising again, likely not moving back to in person meetings yet.  
 
Planning, Design, Funding, Accessibility (Florence)- Reviewed goals for 2022. Will be working with staff 
to learn more about master plans and how to support.  
 
Operations, Maintenance, Budget (Frank)- heard presentation from Zoo and Botanic Gardens, also 
forestry rules and regulations- need to update 
 
Park Hill Update- public open house was well attended, good questions and feedback.  Next meeting 
the steering committee will be getting feedback.   
 
Recreation (Marlene)- shortage of lifeguards, state has given $ to DPR to hire lifeguards. Yurt opening 
celebration in Genessee. 
 
Sustainability & Resiliency (Lee)- coming up soon- water quality of lakes in parks and drinking 
fountains and heat island issues- how to increase tree canopy. 



 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

• Outdoor Adventure & Alternative Sports Master Plan (OA/AS): The OA/AS planning process 
began in Aug 2021. Since then, we have conducted two Public Meetings and two Public 
Surveys, hosted a Technical Advisory Committee and Focus Group Meetings. Public 
Engagement to date has totaled 6,451 diverse Denver voices and the plan is rooted in equity 
and dovetails with Game Plan for a Healthy City. The next steps are for the Steering 
Committee to present the plan to DPR leadership on July 20, a presentation to PRAB on Aug 10 
and the final Public Meeting will take place on Aug 18. 

• Lifeguard Status & Incentives – DPR received a $12,500 grant from the Department of Local 
Affairs (DOLA) to support lifeguard retention. We are working with DEDO on a $1,000 
incentive for new lifeguards recruited, certified, and onboarded during the summer season. 
Applications are increasing and we are working on a plan for current employees in lifeguard 
position, who are not eligible for the $1,000 incentive, to receive bonuses based on total hours 
worked during that same period.  

• Congress Park Pool – Work on the pool continues with a target date opening of July 23. 
Recreation staff have begun planning to redeploy guards from other locations to Congress 
Park for training and operations next week. The pool will remain open through Aug 13 when 
all outdoor pools are scheduled to closed.  

• Arkins Promenade Grand Opening Celebration: Thursday, July 14 from 4 PM -6 PM Mayor 
Michael B. Hancock, City leaders and agencies, and community groups will be cutting the 
ribbon on this new amenity along South Platte River. Come celebrate the completion of Arkins 
Promenade with live performances from Gora Gora Orkestar, Roka Hueka and local artists. 
Free food and drinks will be provided to enjoy while at the event.  

• Recent Media Coverage re: Echo Lake and Daniels Park in Douglas County - As Echo Lake 
Lodge approaches 100 years old, DPR will be undertaking a planning process to guide decisions 
on how the lodge, park and lake can best serve the recreational interests of Denver residents 
and visitors for the next 100 years. This effort will be guided by the Game Plan and the 
Outdoor Adventure and Alternative Sports Master Plan. The concessionaire was notified of 
DPR’s plans more than a year in advance in early December 2021. Since that time, the 
concessionaire has expressed grievances publicly to visitors at Echo Lake and Pahaska over the 
department’s future plans, as well as engaged the media recently (The Colorado Sun and 
9News).   

On June 13, Douglas County Commissioner, George Teal proposed taking ownership of Daniels 
Park, nearly 1,000 acres in retaliation for the city's new concealed carry gun control laws. 
Daniels Park serves as home to a bison herd and is located near Castle Pines but has been 
owned by Denver for nearly a century.  In a strongly worded letter, Mayor Hancock directly 
responded to the Douglas County Commissioners with the message “I have no interest in 
entertaining any discussions regarding a transfer of ownership of one of our parks for any 
reason, nor do I have any interest in perpetuating a flawed notion that there is any merit to 
the idea that Douglas County can exercise eminent domain authority to acquire a park owned 
by the people of Denver and protected by our Charter because you disagree with an ordinance 
passed by the Denver City Council and signed into law to promote public safety.” At this time, 
we have heard no more discussion from Douglas County related to this issue. 

https://tockify.com/denverparksrecreation/detail/267/1657836000000
https://coloradoencyclopedia.org/article/daniels-park
https://coloradoencyclopedia.org/article/daniels-park


 
OTHER ITEMS 
Board Announcements (mountain parks tour to schedule) 
July 21st- Bear Creek park master plan meeting  
https://tockify.com/denverparksrecreation/detail/264/1658444400000 
 
Arkins Promenade opening celebration  
https://tockify.com/denverparksrecreation/detail/267/1657836000000 
 
July 21st- Parks, Rivers, Trails and Trees- stewardship opportunities, clean ups at various parks  
 
https://denverparktrust.org/prtt/ 
 
Rude rec center has been very flexible and done a nice job. 
 
Need another mentor volunteer.   
 
Possible social event at the zoo, botanic gardens in the future.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Adjourned at 7:50 

 

 

https://tockify.com/denverparksrecreation/detail/264/1658444400000
https://tockify.com/denverparksrecreation/detail/267/1657836000000
https://denverparktrust.org/prtt/

