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INTRODUCTION

This report presents geotechnical engineering recommendations for the proposed Quebec
Street Over Airlawn Road Project (the Project). Our work consisted of completing
subsurface explorations and completing geotechnical engineering and pavement design
analyses for the proposed replacement of Quebec Street where it passes over Airlawn Road
in Denver, Colorado. This report presents our interpretation and characterization of
subsurface conditions beneath the existing Quebec Street Bridge and provides geotechnical
engineering and pavement design recommendations. Our services were completed in
accordance with our Subcontractor Agreement with MBI dated February 28, 2022 and the
Amendment provided by MBI for final design.

Our scope of services included:

Coordinating a subsurface exploration program, which consisted of staking boring
locations and clearing utilities with the Utility Notification Center of Colorado, applying
for the required permits, obtaining right-of-way access, coordinating traffic control
services, and drilling six geotechnical borings.

Collecting two manual groundwater level readings from a monitoring well (SW-03)
installed at one boring location over a two-month period following drilling.

Coordinating and completing the abandonment of temporary well SW-03 in accordance
with Rule 16.4.1 of the Colorado Water Well Construction Rules.

Performing geotechnical laboratory testing on select samples retrieved from the borings.

Developing pavement design recommendations for Quebec Street following City and
County of Denver (CCD) and Metropolitan Government Pavement Engineers Council
(MGPEC) design criteria.

Evaluating potential settlement resulting from the earthwork associated with the
embankment proposed to replace the existing Quebec Street Bridge.

Preparation of engineering geology sheets for the Project plans.

Preparation of this report.
Shannon & Wilson previously submitted a draft geotechnical and pavement design report
for the Project, dated August 2022, which included:

Deep foundation recommendations associated with a proposed replacement bridge for
Quebec Street,

Shallow foundation recommendations for a proposed concrete box culvert (CBC)
pedestrian underpass,
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Pavement design recommendations for the proposed pedestrian trail, and

Recommendations for retaining structures associated with the replacement bridge and
pedestrian underpass.

Since issuing the draft report, these elements were eliminated from the final design of the
Project, so our recommendations have been updated to reflect the current Project scope.

The scope of our services did not include evaluating the presence of potentially
contaminated soils or groundwater at or around the site. Our scope did not include well
development, groundwater sampling, hydrogeologic testing, mechanistic-empirical
pavement design, or pavement life cycle cost analysis. If a service is not specifically
indicated in this report, do not assume it was performed.

SITE AND PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Project site is located along Quebec Street, which runs north-south between East 40th
Avenue/Sandown Road (to the south) and Interstate 70 (I-70) to the north, in northeast
Denver (see Figure 1). The existing Quebec Street roadway configuration consists of three
travel lanes in each direction with a bridge where Quebec Street passes over Airlawn Road,
which is a former (now-closed) local street running northwest/southeast between East 41st
Avenue and Niagara Street. We understand that part of the property below Quebec Street
in this area is owned by the Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) and Denver Rock Island
Railroad (DRIR).

The proposed improvements include changes to the Quebec Street roadway grade, which
will be lowered by approximately 1 foot, removal of the existing Quebec Street bridge (with
the area under the bridge backfilled to connect the existing approach embankments), and
new pavements along Quebec Street. The proposed earthwork will require placing up to 24
feet of new fill at the location of the proposed bridge removal.

We understand that a replacement bridge or culvert are no longer being considered.
Further, we understand that no retaining structures are proposed.

FIELD EXPLORATIONS AND LABORATORY TESTING

Field Explorations

Shannon & Wilson conducted a field exploration program to evaluate subsurface conditions
at the initially proposed bridge abutment and pier locations. Six borings, designated SW-01
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through SW-06, were drilled at the site between April 18 and 22, 2022. Borings were drilled
to depths ranging from 65.5 to 81.5 feet below ground surface (bgs). Locations of the
borings are shown in Figure 2. A monitoring well was installed at an offset of boring SW-03
to allow periodic reading of groundwater levels at the site. Due to issues related to
obtaining access to railroad right-of-way on the west side of Quebec Street, the design team
elected not to complete subsurface explorations in this area.

Appendix A describes the procedures used to complete the drilling and sampling of the
geotechnical borings and presents the individual exploration logs and an explanation of the
symbols and terminology used on the logs. Appendix C describes the procedures used to
complete installation of the monitoring well.

Laboratory Testing

Shannon & Wilson completed geotechnical laboratory testing to determine index and
engineering properties of selected samples from the borings. Tests included natural water
content, unit weight, grain size distribution, Atterberg limits, one-dimensional
swell/collapse, Hveem Stabilometer (R-value), and corrosion. The laboratory test results are
presented in Appendix B along with a brief discussion of the laboratory testing procedures.
The natural water contents, Atterberg limits, and percent fines are also indicated on the
individual boring logs in Appendix A.

REGIONAL GEOLOGY AND SUBSURFACE
CONDITIONS

Regional Geology

A geologic map encompassing the Project limits (Lindvall, 1980) indicates that surficial soils
at the Project site consist of embankment fills and Holocene- to Pleistocene-age eolian
(windblown) deposits reported to consist of fine sand, sandy silt, and clay overlying
claystone bedrock of the Denver Formation. The Project site is located near Sand Creek,
where units of Pleistocene-age Slocum Alluvium (described as well-stratified pebbly clay,
silt, sand, and gravel, grading from fine to coarse with increasing depth) and Holocene-age
Post Piney Creek Alluvium (described as a thin unit containing mostly clay, silt, and sand)
are mapped. Neither alluvial unit is mapped at the surface within the Project site, but it is
possible that alluvial soils underlie the eolian deposits.
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Subsurface Conditions

Subsurface conditions encountered during drilling were generally consistent with the
regional geologic mapping, and were grouped into three broad categories: fill, native
overburden, and bedrock. The native overburden unit consists of soils mapped by Lindvall
(1980) as eolian sand, possibly underlain by alluvial soils; we did not distinguish between
the two units for the purposes of the Project due to similarities in their engineering
properties.

Shannon & Wilson also measured the thickness of existing pavements during drilling. The
following subsections describe the soil/rock units and groundwater conditions observed in
the borings.

Existing Pavement

Borings drilled in Quebec Street (SW-01, SW-02, SW-05, and SW-06) encountered hot mix
asphalt (HMA) pavement ranging in thickness from 10 to 16 inches, overlying 8 to 23 inches
of aggregate base course (ABC). Borings SW-03 and SW-04, drilled in Airlawn Road,
encountered 2 to 3 inches of HMA overlying 7 inches of ABC.

Fill

Fill was observed to generally consist of loose to dense, silty to clayey sand associated with
the existing Quebec Street roadway embankment. Boring SW-03 encountered fill soils
consisting of medium stiff to very stiff, lean clay with varying amounts of sand. The
thickness of the fill ranged from 28 to 33 feet within the Quebec Street approach
embankments, and approximately 9.5 feet along Airlawn Road.

Native Overburden

The native overburden soils were observed to consist of loose to medium dense, poorly
graded sand with silt to silty clayey sand, to medium stiff to very stiff lean clay with varying
amounts of sand. Overall thickness of the native overburden ranged from 20.7 to 23.5 feet.

Bedrock

Bedrock was encountered in all six borings and consisted of Denver Formation claystone.
The elevation of the top of bedrock ranged from approximately 5,232 to 5,234 feet. The
upper approximately 20 to 25 feet of the claystone was highly to moderately weathered.
The mean Standard Penetration Test (SPT) blow count in this layer was less than 50 blows
per foot (bpf).
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We observed a lower layer of comparatively fresh claystone at depth in borings SW-02
through SW-06. We measured higher SPT blow counts in this layer, with a minimum N-
value of 51 bpf and an average of 84 bpf.

Groundwater

Groundwater was encountered in all six borings during drilling. Depth to groundwater
measured approximately 43 to 48 feet bgs in the Quebec Street borings and 22 to 29 feet in
the Airlawn Road borings (approximate groundwater elevations of 5,236 to 5,243 feet). A
monitoring well was installed offset from boring SW-03, and groundwater measurements
were taken in the well on May 23, 2022, June 28, 2022, and immediately prior to
abandonment of the well on January 13, 2026. The highest groundwater level observed in
the monitoring well at SW-03 measured 20.6 feet bgs (approximate groundwater elevation
5,243.9 feet), about 1.6 feet higher than the groundwater level observed in the boring during
drilling. Groundwater fluctuations are possible and will depend on many factors such as
seasonal variations, local precipitation and runoff, and surface water levels in Sand Creek.

Subsurface Variation

Our observations are specific to the locations, depths, and times noted on the logs and may
not be applicable to all areas of the site. No amount of explorations or testing can precisely
predict the characteristics, quality, or distribution of subsurface and site conditions.
Potential variation includes, but is not limited to:

The conditions between explorations may be different.
The passage of time or intervening causes (natural and human-caused) may result in
changes to site and subsurface conditions.

If conditions that are different from those described herein are encountered during
construction, we should review our description of the subsurface conditions and reconsider
our conclusions and recommendations.

GEOLOGIC HAZARDS

Corrosion

The soil/rock encountered at the Project site can be corrosive to substructure elements. To
assist in estimating the corrosion potential at the site, selected samples were tested for pH,
resistivity, water-soluble sulfates, and chlorides. The results are presented in Table B-1 in
Appendix B.
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AASHTO (2020) Section 10.7.5 defines soil as aggressive for steel piles if resistivity is less
than 2,000 ohm-centimeters, pH is less than 5.5, or sulfate concentrations are greater than
1,000 parts per million (0.1 percent by weight). The laboratory data indicate a minimum pH
of 7.5, and a maximum sulfate content of 0.04 percent by weight in dry soil, which classify
the soil as non-aggressive. However, the resistivity measurements ranged from 713 to 1,180
ohm-centimeters, which are indicative of aggressive soil conditions for steel piles.

The concentration of water-soluble sulfates measured in the samples ranged from 0.02
percent to 0.04 percent by weight. Based on standard construction specifications developed
by CDOT (2025), these test results correspond to Class 0 requirements for sulfate resistance.
However, CDOT (2025) specifies Class 2 sulfate exposure unless otherwise indicated in the
plans (with a noted exception of concrete Class PS, a prestressed concrete mix).

The test results and above discussion are provided to assist the designer in the selection of
project materials, concrete type, pile section size, or other features with respect to corrosion.
As appropriate, the designer should consider protective measures, such as coatings,
upsizing for section loss, or using alternative materials to reduce the corrosion potential.

Swelling and Collapsible Soils

Swell-susceptible soil and bedrock are common along the Front Range of Colorado. These
materials have the potential to cause substantial damage to pavements and structures
supported by shallow foundations when the soils undergo a change in moisture content.

In addition, collapse-susceptible windblown soils are common in northeast Denver. Hydro-
compactive soil collapse is a process where relatively dry, low unit weight soils undergo
volume decrease due to collapse of air voids in the soil upon wetting. Collapse-susceptible
soils typically consist of fine-grained, low-plasticity eolian soils, which is consistent with the
geologic mapping of surficial deposits at the Project site. Due to rapid depositional process,
these types of soils can develop a porous, open structure consisting of loosely packed, clay-
cemented silt grains. When deposited in arid to semi-arid environments, groundwater
tables may not rise high enough to saturate these soils after deposition.

To assist us in determining the swell/collapse potential at the Project site, we reviewed a
published geologic map of potentially swelling soil and bedrock of the Front Range urban
corridor developed by Hart (1974). The site is mapped as being overlain by windblown
deposits with collapse potential.

To further evaluate the potential for swell or collapse, we completed swell/collapse tests on
three overburden samples. The swell test specimens were tested at the in-situ moisture
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content and an inundation pressure of 200 pounds per square foot (psf). Swell test results
indicated up to 0.2 percent swell and up to 1.0 percent collapse.

Overall, in our opinion, the risk of swell impacting proposed structures (bridge/culvert and
retaining walls) is low. Provided that pavement subgrades are adequately moisture-
conditioned and compacted, in our opinion the risk of swell impacting roadway and trail
pavements is also low.

To further evaluate the potential for hydro-compactive soil collapse, we reviewed published
correlations between collapse potential and soil index properties, including dry density,
moisture content, and liquid limit (LL) (White and Greenman, 2008; Mock and Pawlak, 1983;
Gibbs and Bara, 1962). Figures 3 and 4 present a comparison of soil index properties to
these correlations. Based on the results of index property correlations and our collapse tests,
in our opinion the site soils in the areas of our explorations exhibit a negligible to low
collapse potential as defined by the collapse potential criteria of Mock and Pawlak (1983)
presented in Exhibit 5-1.

Exhibit 5-1: Collapse Potential Criteria (after Mock and Pawlak, 1983)

Collapse Potential (%) Hazard
0-1% Negligible
1-3% Low
3-5% Moderate
>5% High

Seismic Hazards

The Front Range of Colorado is an area of low potential for damaging earthquakes. It is not
possible to accurately estimate the timing or location of future earthquakes, because the
occurrence of earthquakes is relatively infrequent and the historical earthquake record in
Colorado is short (about 130 years). Based on a recent geologic map by the U.S. Geological
Survey (2009), the nearest fault to the Project is the Golden Fault, approximately 18 miles to
the west. However, there is only disputed evidence that this fault has been active in the
Quaternary Period, (i.e., within the last 1.6 million years). Therefore, in our opinion, the
potential for ground surface fault rupture is low.

Liquefaction may occur in loose, saturated, cohesionless soils when subjected to earthquake
ground shaking, which can cause loss of soil shear strength and settlement of structures.
Similarly, seismic compression may occur when loose, granular soils above the
groundwater table are rearranged into a tighter packing configuration during seismic
ground shaking, which can also cause settlement. Based on the subsurface conditions
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encountered at the Project site and the relatively low peak horizontal ground acceleration
for this area (see Section 6.1), it is our opinion that the risk of settlement from liquefaction
and seismic compression is low.

6 GEOTECHNICAL RECOMMENDATIONS

6.1 Seismic Ground Motion Design Parameters

Using the AASHTO Load and Resistance Factor Design (LRFD) Bridge Design
Specifications (AASHTO, 2020) criteria, and based on subsurface conditions encountered in
our borings, we recommend Site Class D be used for the Project site.

Ground motion parameters were determined using the USGS Seismic Design Map Webb
Application (USGS, 2022), and procedures recommended by AASHTO (2020).
Recommended seismic ground motion parameters are summarized in Exhibit 6-1.

Exhibit 6-1: Seismic Design Ground Motion Parameters

Ground Motion Parameters

Peak Ground Acceleration! (PGAs) 0.057 g
Short-period Spectral Acceleration, Ss 0.122¢g
Long-period Spectral Acceleration, S1 0.033 g
Site Class D
Site Factor, Frca 1.6
Site Factor, Fa 16
Site Factor, Fv 24
Peak Design Spectral Acceleration, As 0.091
Short-period Design Spectral Acceleration, Sps 0.195¢g
Long-period Design Spectral Acceleration, Sp1 0.080 g
Short-period Reference Time, To 0.08 sec.
Long-period Reference Time, Ts 0.41 sec.
Seismic Zone2 1
NOTES:

1 PGAs = peak ground acceleration for a site underlain by Site Class B material (soft rock)
2 Seismic Zone from AASHTO (2020) Table 3.10.6-1
g = gravitational acceleration; PGA = peak ground acceleration; sec. = second
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Embankment Slopes

Based on discussions with MBI, we understand that the proposed grading will involve
removal of the existing Quebec Street bridge and placement of a “plug fill”” to connect the
existing approach embankments, resulting in an embankment-supported roadway. The
proposed embankment slopes range from 2H:1V to 4H:1V.

Embankment Settlement

We estimated the magnitude of settlement resulting from construction of the proposed plug
fill embankment using Settle 3 (RocScience, 2025), considering a combination of elastic and
consolidation settlement mechanisms. Our understanding of the grading and fill geometry
was based on drawing files provided by MBI in December 2025. We assumed a total unit
weight of 135 pounds per cubic foot for the new embankment fill. The overburden soils at
the site primarily consist of lean clays and clayey sands, with about two-thirds of the
overburden thickness in an unsaturated condition (i.e., the soils are located above the
groundwater table) and with the lower third of the soil profile beneath the groundwater
table.

Granular soils (primarily clayey sands) and unsaturated clayey soils (primarily sandy lean
clays) are anticipated to undergo elastic settlement mechanisms. Soil modulus values for
these materials were based on SPT N-values and soil type (Das, 2004). Cohesive soil layers
below the groundwater table are expected to settle via long-term consolidation. Values for
the compression index (Cc), recompression index (Cr), and over-consolidation ratio (OCR)
were estimated based on correlations with moisture content and Atterberg limits as
published in NAVFAC DM 7.1 (2022). The coefficient of consolidation (cv) to estimate time-
rate for consolidation was also derived from the correlations published in the NAVFAC
manual.

Based on our analyses, we estimate on the order of 4.5 inches of total settlement occurring in
the overburden soils due to new embankment construction. We anticipate that the majority
of the settlement (about 3.5 inches) will occur during construction of the embankment, with
an additional 1 inch of settlement over 12 months post-construction. We estimate less than
1/2-inch of total settlement at the tie-ins to the existing Quebec Street pavement.

Self-Weight Settlement

The estimates provided in Section 6.2.1 do not include self-weight settlement of the
embankment fill. A borrow source for the embankment fill is unknown, but embankments
in the vicinity of the project site are often constructed with surficial native clayey soil.
Clayey soils experience higher long-term self-weight settlement than fills constructed from
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granular soils, especially clay soils placed wet of optimum moisture content. Higher levels
of compaction tend to reduce the magnitude of self-weight settlement in soils.

A preliminary estimate for post-construction self-weight embankment settlement composed
primarily of clays is approximately 0.5 to 1% of the embankment fill (NAVFAC, 2022; U.S.
Bureau of Reclamation, 1987), or about 1.5 to 3 inches for a 24-foot-high embankment. The
rate and magnitude of long-term settlement will depend on the embankment material and
placement (e.g., soil type, degree of compaction, moisture content), but we anticipate that
this settlement will occur over several years. Long-term maintenance may be required to
smooth differential pavement settlement between the existing approach embankments and
the new “plug fill” embankment.

To reduce the potential for long-term settlement and to improve constructability, we
recommend placing granular embankment fill. Self-weight settlement is anticipated to be
relatively minor for properly compacted granular soils. We recommend that fill material
consist of imported granular soils with an AASHTO classification of A-1-a, A-1-b, or A-2-4.
Additionally, the upper 2 feet of the embankment should have a minimum R-value of 18 as
assumed for the pavement design (see Section 7.2).

Additional Settlement Considerations

Assuming the use of granular fill, we do not anticipate that settlement mitigation will be
required for the embankment construction, considering the relatively minor post-
construction settlements estimated, as discussed in Section 6.2.1. This assumes that the
entire width of the fill (in the transverse direction) is placed at one time, which would
require a full closure of Quebec Street. Based on discussion with MBI, we understand that
the design team anticipates the bridge demolition and fill placement will occur under a full
roadway closure. However, if the construction phasing is configured such that half of the
width of the fill is placed at a time (i.e., half of the bridge is demolished, fill is placed and
paved, then the remaining half of the bridge is demolished, and the remaining fill is placed
and paved), there is potential for the second phase of fill placement to cause the fill placed
in the first phase to settle, potentially affecting the pavement placed on the first half of the
fill. In addition, any fill placed while the existing bridge is in place could induce settlement
of the spread footings supporting Piers 2 and 3 of the existing bridge.

Global Stability

We completed global stability analysis which showed that a 2H:1V slope will result in factor
of safety (FS) values of about 1.5. Based on these results, we anticipate that the proposed
slopes will have adequate global stability at a 2H:1V slope; however, a 2.5H:1V slope may
be preferable for maintenance purposes. We recommend that the slopes be adequately
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vegetated or otherwise protected (e.g., slope paving) to resist shallow sloughing failures and
for erosion control.

7 PAVEMENT DESIGN

7.1 General

Performance of a pavement system depends on the pavement material and thickness,
subgrade strength, traffic loads and repetitions, design life, and subgrade drainage
characteristics. Based on the anticipated traffic volumes (discussed in further detail in
Section 7.3), we anticipate that the Quebec Street pavement section will be a flexible
pavement section consisting of hot-mix asphalt (HMA) over aggregate base course (ABC)
constructed on existing fill.

Pavement designs for Quebec Street are described in the following sections. Our pavement
designs were completed in general accordance with CCD pavement design standards,
which reference MGPEC (2021) requirements.

7.2 Subgrade Conditions

Based on the materials encountered in the borings, the proposed roadway and trail
pavements will be constructed primarily on existing fill soils. A bulk sample from boring
SW-06 (drilled in the Quebec Street roadway) was classified and tested for R-value. Test
results indicated a silty, clayey sand (AASHTO designation A-2-4) and an R-value of 18.

7.3 Traffic Loading

We obtained traffic data from the CDOT Online Transportation Information System (OTIS),
which includes a short duration traffic data collection station along Quebec Street close to
the Project site. The OTIS traffic data is summarized in Exhibit 7-1.

108105-001 January 2026
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Exhibit 7-1: Quebec Street Traffic Data, OTIS Station ID 203815

Parameter Value

AADT 59,000

Truck Traffic (% of AADT) 10.2

Single / Combined Truck Distribution (%) 55/451

Annual Compounded Growth Rate (%) 1.0

18-kip ESALs 26,900,000 2
NOTES:

1 Truck distribution is based on CDOT Traffic Cluster 3.
2 20-year design life minimum design lane 18-kip ESAL value was determined based on MGPEC ESAL truck equivalency factors.
AADT = annual average daily traffic; ESAL = equivalent single-axle load

Recommended Pavement Sections

For pavement design, we evaluated a two-layer system of HMA overlying ABC. Appendix
D contains a summary of the design parameters used in our analysis, as well as our
pavement design calculations. We recommend the following pavement section alternatives:

Alternative 1: 13.5 inches of HMA overlying 8 inches of Class 6 ABC.
Alternative 2: 12.5 inches of HMA overlying 12 inches of Class 6 ABC.

At the tie-in locations, we recommend that the existing HMA pavement be milled at least 2
inches and overlain with HMA across the full roadway width. Additionally, longitudinal
joints in HMA should not be placed beneath the proposed wheel paths.

CONSTRUCTION CONSIDERATIONS

The applicability of the design recommendations provided in this report is contingent on
good construction practice. Poor construction techniques may alter conditions from those
on which our recommendations are based, resulting in reduced foundation capacity and
increased settlement. The following sections present additional construction and material
considerations for this Project.

Earthwork
Clearing and Grubbing

Before construction, ponded water should be drained from low-lying areas. Prior to site
grading, construction areas should be cleared to a depth necessary to remove all surface and
subsurface structures associated with current development of the site, including all
foundations, pavements, utility poles, fence poles, underground utilities, and other
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deleterious material. Trees, shrubs, or crops designated to be removed should include
rootball and all roots larger than %2-inch diameter. This may require laborers handpicking
the roots from the subsurface soils prior to compaction.

Subgrade Preparation

Proper subgrade preparation is required for adequate performance of embankment fills and
pavements. We recommend that the subgrade condition be observed and either probed or
proof-rolled to confirm adequacy for support.

We recommend the exposed subgrades be scarified to a depth of 12 inches in place,
moisture treated, and recompacted in accordance with Section 203.07 of the CDOT Standard
Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction (2025). The compacted surface should be
proof-rolled in accordance with CDOT (2025).

We recommend that the subgrade preparation and moisture treatment be extended over the
entire footprint of the roadway, including curb and gutter and any proposed concrete
drainage cross-pans located in the roadway.

If any areas are identified as being loose, soft, or yielding during proof-rolling, these areas of
the subgrade should be improved by overexcavating to expose a firm and unyielding
subgrade. We recommend a maximum overexcavation of 2 feet. If soft or yielding soils are
encountered after overexcavating 2 feet, a geogrid (Tensar biaxial grid BX1300, Tensar
triaxial grid TX5, or equivalent) could be installed at the base of the excavation before
backfilling with CDOT Class 1 Structure Backfill.

Excavation Potential

We anticipate that excavation of overburden can be accomplished with conventional
excavating equipment, such as dozers, front-end loaders or scrapers. Bedrock is not
anticipated to be encountered in excavations required for the Project.

Fill Materials, Placement, and Compaction

We recommend that fill material for embankment construction and grading consist of
imported granular fill meeting the requirements discussed in Section 6.2.2 and the project
special provision (PSP) revisions to Section 203 of the CDOT Standard Specifications for
Road and Bridge Construction (2025). We recommend that the embankment fill be placed
and compacted per Section 203 of CDOT (2025).
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Temporary Slopes and Shoring

The safe slope for the excavation of subsurface materials depends on many factors,
including: (a) the presence and depth of groundwater; (b) the type, density, and shear
strength of the subsurface materials; (c) the depth of excavation; (d) the presence of adjacent
facilities; (e) surcharge loading adjacent to the excavation (including stockpiled excavated
material, existing dead or live loads, and construction equipment); and (f) duration of
construction. Considering these factors, unshored, temporary excavation slopes may be
possible in areas around the site. However, we recommend that unshored, temporary
excavation slopes only be utilized above the groundwater level. Constructing excavation
slopes below the groundwater level may cause slope instability due to the seepage of
groundwater into the excavation.

The Project team may choose to limit where the contractor can make temporary excavation
slopes based on the need to limit impacts to the roadway and adjacent property and or to
avoid utilities. If it is possible to slope the excavation, we recommend the temporary slopes
be consistent with the Occupational Safety & Health Administration (OSHA) guidelines
contained in 29 CFR 1926, Subpart P (1989). For cost estimating and planning purposes
only, we recommend assuming temporary excavations above groundwater level are sloped
at 1.0H:1V to 1.5H:1V, consistent with OSHA Type B and C soils. If groundwater is actively
seeping into the excavation, flatter slopes will be required. The contractor should
continually classify the soils that are encountered as excavation progresses with respect to
the OSHA system.

Feasible shoring methods for the subsurface conditions present at the site include driven
sheet piling, soldier pile wall with lagging, or temporary soil nail walls. All temporary
walls should include wall drainage measures and should be designed with appropriate
surcharge loads.

Consistent with conventional practice, the contract documents should require the contractor
to be responsible for the actual temporary excavation slopes, including methods, sequence,
and schedule of construction. The contractor is able to observe the nature and conditions of
the subsurface materials encountered and should evaluate the factors discussed above. If
instability is observed, slopes should be flattened or shored. All excavations should be
accomplished in accordance with local, state, and federal safety regulations.

Dewatering

Based on the anticipated depths of excavation and the groundwater conditions encountered
at the site, we do not anticipate that significant construction dewatering will be necessary.
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To the extent that construction dewatering is required, it would likely be limited to
controlling surface and perched groundwater.

Paving Materials
ABC Materials

The ABC material should meet CDOT Class 6 specifications (refer to Section 703.04 of
CDOT, 2025). ABC material should be placed in maximum 6-inch lifts and compacted to a
dense and unyielding condition and to at least 95 percent of the maximum dry density as
determined by AASHTO T180 (modified Proctor).

HMA Materials

The HMA mix design should be in accordance with CDOT and Superpave standards.
Binder selection is based on the anticipated pavement temperatures, traffic patterns, and
local availability. We recommend an asphalt binder grading of PG 76-28 for the top lift and
PG 64-22 for lower lifts. We recommend using a Grade SX mix for the top lift. Underlying
HMA layers can be composed of a Grade S mix. For the Grade SX mix, CDOT recommends
that lift thickness range from 1.5 to 3 inches. For the Grade S mix, CDOT recommends lift
thickness between 2%2 and 3% inches. We recommend a Superpave design gyratory number
(NDES) of 100 be used for the mix design. In addition, a tack coat should be placed between
subsequent lifts.

DOCUMENT REVIEW AND CONSTRUCTION
OBSERVATION

We recommend that we be retained to review the geotechnical aspects of the plans and
specifications before construction begins, to determine that they are in accordance with our
recommendations. Although this phase of a project is often neglected, it has been our
experience that substantial savings in future cost overruns during construction can be
avoided by a geotechnical review of these documents prior to construction.

Geotechnical design recommendations are developed from a limited number of explorations
and tests. Therefore, recommendations may need to be adjusted in the field. To this end,
we recommend that a construction observation and monitoring program be implemented
for the Project and that Shannon & Wilson be retained to monitor the geotechnical aspects of
construction, particularly subgrade preparation and EPS geofoam placement (if used). This
monitoring would allow us to confirm that conditions encountered are consistent with those
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indicated by the explorations. We could provide expedient recommendations should
conditions be revealed during construction that are different from those anticipated.

Unanticipated soil conditions are commonly encountered and cannot be fully determined
by a limited boring and testing program. Such unexpected conditions frequently require
that additional expenditures be made to attain a properly constructed project. Therefore,
some contingency fund is recommended to accommodate such potential extra costs.

LIMITATIONS

This report was prepared for the exclusive use of MBI and the City and County of Denver
for use in design of the Quebec Street Over Airlawn Road project. It should be made
available to prospective contractors and/or the contractor for information on factual data
only, and not as a warranty of subsurface conditions.

Within the limitations of scope, schedule, and budget, the analyses, conclusions, and
recommendations presented in this report were prepared in accordance with generally
accepted professional geotechnical and geological principles and practice in this area at the
time this report was prepared. We make no other warranty, either express or implie